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Woolly End 

Most readers will know that our beautiful 
and historic parish of Graffham and 
Woolavington contains not just a church, 
with its atmospheric graveyard, but two 
beautiful chapels as well.  

One chapel, All Saints, is located across 
the road from the village shop. The other, 
St Peter’s, originally a shepherds’ church 
dating from the 1200s, nestles at the foot 
of the Downs behind Seaford College. 

Despite the remote location of shepherds’ churches it was still difficult for 
shepherds to go regularly. Because of this there was a Sussex custom to 
attach wool to a shepherd’s coffin so that the heavenly authorities would 
understand why the contained individual had so often missed morning 
prayer. I have recently learnt that it is possible to get coffins made from 
just cardboard and wool so perhaps bear this in mind when you are 
choosing one for yourself or for a loved one – it might hold you in good 
stead with the recording angel! 

On the subject of angels and on behalf of the PCC, please may I extend 
an enormous thank you to all of the superb people who have signed up 
to our Parish Giving Scheme – over forty of you are now making regular 
donations to keep the ecclesiastical parish in good shape. This is a huge 
increase from this time last year when we had just a handful of parishion-
ers donating to the scheme. The role the church plays in the community 
for everyone, whether churchgoer or not, would be impossible without 
this support. If you have yet to sign up to the scheme please do give it 
some thought. It is very easy to do and we would greatly appreciate even 
a few pounds a month. You can find the details on our website and 
elsewhere in this magazine.   

It clearly isn’t only churches that are feeling the pinch at the moment. 
This is a challenging time for many and if you could do with some extra help 
we have a special fund donated to by generous villagers, which can provide 
support (usually in the form of vouchers for supermarkets or similar). Do 
please speak to Revd Vivien – your enquiry will be treated in strictest confidence.

Please continue to help us keep this lovely parish so special. Meanwhile 
I’m off to find out a bit more about woolly coffins, whilst I still have the time. 
Ginny Barrett, Churchwarden 
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Please help safeguard the 
future of Graffham’s  

historic St Giles Church  
The enforced closure of places of worship during 
lockdown has resulted in a severe reduction in 

income from collections for our parish.   
Could you help?  Any donation would be so 

appreciated.  Easy ways you can give: 

Online for a one-off donation at 
stgilesgraffham.org/giving-online 

By phone at 0333 002 1271 (office 
hours) to give regularly or one-off 

Fill in a form available online, or from 
the church or shop to give regularly 

Via your bank – through a direct 
transfer or cheque to PCC Graffham 

Leaving a legacy in your will 

Full details: stgilesgraffham.org/giving 
BLESS YOU!     
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Regular Activities in The Empire Hall

Mondays 
Tuesdays  8.45 – 12.00 POST OFFICE
Wednesdays
Thursdays  14.15 - 16.30 POST OFFICE
Fridays 9.15 - 10.00 PILATES with Nicola Capes

Telephone: 07990 517858 or 
01730812297

Osteopath: Mondays and Thursdays, daytime and early evening. 
Booking required, ring Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 for an ap-
pointment.

Any changes will be posted on the Empire Hall Noticeboard.

The Empire Hall will be available to hire for Children’s Parties,
Wedding Receptions, Private Functions and Classes as restrictions 
allow.

Website www.empirehall.org.uk
Email  empirehall@gmail.com
Phone  Booking Secretary Eira Ashby 867297
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Danger amongst the dead leaves

Iconic. Seminal. Timeless. Combining the quintessential parasol 
structure with a vivid red cap topped with white flecks, the fly agaric 
is a design classic. In autumn these beauties burst from the earth 
around the bases of birch and pine. They’re such a familiar sight in 
fantasy art and films that encountering one in the woods is almost 
comical, like you’ve stepped into a cartoon. I half expect Bambi or 
some Smurfs to skip past. The fly agaric has been adopted as a 
clichéd link to a magical kingdom of gnomes and fairies. And, if 
you’re into all that nonsense, you’ll probably already have a ceram-
ic pixie sitting on a fly agaric somewhere on your mantelpiece 
amongst your crystals and birthstones.  

Its name comes from the old practice of crushing the fungi into a 
glass of milk where its smell apparently attracts and kills flies. Other 
chemicals within the mushroom cause hallucinations. Once upon a 
time we revered the mystics and shamens who believed they had 
travelled to mystical realms after eating fly agaric. One legend 

©Bob Eade
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claims that the effects were stronger if you fed the fungi to reindeer 
and then drank the reindeer’s urine. But eating the fungi can also 
cause extreme sweating, salivation, nausea, psychotropic poisoning, 
seizures and coma. Far out, man. These days if we see a sweaty, 
dribbling man drinking pee we tend to cross the street. 

Others claim that fly agaric is the origin of our Christmas tradi-
tions. These neat little packages in Santa’s red-and-white colours, 
clustered like Christmas presents under a pine tree (not to mention 
the sky-high reindeer) certainly tick a few festive boxes. Another 
legend tells of Vikings who would allegedly eat the mushroom to 
make them extra bezerk (as if they weren’t violent enough).

I don’t need to eat an agaric to send me into a rage. You just need 
to mention the F-words, stand well back and watch me explode. 
Foraging. Aaaargh! Foragers. Pillagers I call them. Each autumn 
they emerge from underneath their Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 
cookbooks and skip into the woods, designer trug under their arm. 
These selfish truggers are nowhere to be found when I ask for vol-
unteers to help with actual wildlife conservation. Yet each autumn 
they suddenly have the urge to get closer to nature…by selfishly 
destroying it. My one calming consolation is that these pillagers 
have no idea what they’re doing and will hopefully pick the wrong 
mushroom and end up on the toilet for a week. But other side ef-
fects can be much, much worse. There are thousands of different 
species of fungi in the UK and they are notoriously difficult to identi-
fy. So be safe. Leave the fungi where they are and enjoy their natu-
ral beauty. The risks are too high; kidney failure, liver failure, death 
or even worse – you may bump into me!

Michael Blencowe
Senior Learning & Engagement Officer
Sussex Wildlife Trust
michaelblencowe@sussexwt.org.uk
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Keeping the Faith

After six months we are coming to terms with what our ‘new world’ 
must be. It’s been a difficult time for the World and particularly for 
The Church.

Though there are so many restrictions, resourcefulness and deter-
mination to find our way have resulted in some things better than 
before.

It was hard to have our church closed at a time when we needed 
support and each other but when we were able to have an hour 
twice a week it was a revelation to see  how much people care for 
it. There were new communal pots of flowers, weeding, tidying, 
cleaning and care for the building. Spiritually Vivien kept us going 
by posting thoughts every day and a virtual service on Sundays.

The biggest joy was our new outdoor service on Sunday at 10am 
in the churchyard. Just to be under the sky feels so calm and all feel 
this is the way we can still be safe and while able, free of masks 
and worry. Although we can’t yet sing we listen to the words of 
hymns as poetry and think more carefully about them.

It has added benefits as, one Sunday a passing lady stopped in 
the road to join us. It is wonderful to see all the picnic chairs safely 
distanced, listen to the music and enjoy the beautiful surroundings. 
She may come back to join us.

We see cyclists, walkers, and families who stop and hear the ser-
vice which would not happen when we are all tucked up inside.

St Giles is a force for unity which is sorely needed and any support 
would be welcome to keep this beloved Church for now and the 
future.

Susan Hill
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Graffham Parish Council

Katherine Maud Guillod Fund

The Graffham Parish Councillors are all individually Trustees of The 
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund, which is a charitable trust set up in 
1925 for the benefit of the local area.

In accordance with the terms of the trust, the income is distributed 
each year as follows: 50% goes to the Graffham Health Support 
Association, 25% to the Thursday Club and 25% remains for distri-
bution at the discretion of the Parish Council for charitable grants to 
persons or institutions connected with the village.  

The trust documents state that the remaining 25% may be distrib-
uted by GPC as it may decide but, it is desired, that principally in 
mind should be the preservation and upkeep of footpaths within the 
Parish and the assistance of pupils of Graffham School who may 
obtain scholarships for study at other schools or colleges.

In the year to 31st March 2020, the surplus of receipts over pay-
ments totalled £783 and it is anticipated that funds to be used at 
the discretion of the Council in 2020-21 will be similar. The Coun-
cil would welcome applications for appropriate grant funding. 
Any submissions would then be considered at a forthcoming KMG 
Fund Meeting. Please submit any application to the Clerk at graff-
hampc.@gmx.co.uk. Or contact Tracy Rowe on 01798 867020 for 
further contact details.

Forthcoming Meetings – all dates and venue are subject to 
Covid-19 regulations.
Friday 20 November 2020     7pm, Empire Hall
Friday 15 January 2021    7pm, Empire Hall
Friday 12 March 2021    7pm, Empire Hall
Monday 10 May 2021   Annual Meeting of the Parish, 

Informal drinks 6.30pm, followed  
by Meeting 7pm. Empire Hall.

Friday 14 May 2021 Annual Meeting of Graffham Parish 
Council. 7pm.
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Agendas, along with draft and approved minutes, are available 
on www.graffham-pc.uk and on the notice board outside the Em-
pire Hall.  

Other information including contact details for all councillors, 
dates of forthcoming meetings and procedural documents can be 
found on www.graffham-pc.uk

Tracy Rowe 
Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk
01798 867020

Graffham Garden Group

We have plans for 2021, which will of course 
depend on the ‘rules’ in force at the time.
A list of proposed outings will be in the January 
or February Parish Magazine.

Planned dates:
New Year Lunch – Friday 22nd January 2021. 
Venue to be decided
AGM – Friday 12 March
Spring Plant Sale – Saturday 8th May
Flower Show – Saturday 17th July
Fingers crossed!
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Graffham Virtual Art Festival

Due to lockdown, the 2020 Graffham 
Art Festival will not be taking place in its 
usual capacity. Instead, we’d like to share 
the art with you through the pages of the 
magazine.
Please do get in touch with Rozie (email 
address inside cover) if you’d like to  
include your art in these pages.

Three paintings ©Richard Davidson
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Petworth defies the odds… 
the 2020 Petworth Festival Autumn Special

Against all the odds, the Petworth Festival has come up with a stellar line 
up of performers and authors for the 2020 Petworth Festival Autumn 
Special. 

As with practically all similar events, the annual summer festival was 
cancelled because of the coronavirus pandemic, but the Petworth team 
has worked incredibly hard to be able to deliver a fortnight of events that 
showcases the best of what was due to be a stunning summer festival, 
together with a strikingly high profile sequence of literary events as the 
Festival celebrates its 10th anniversary literary week.

With a series of performance headliners including classical music’s new 
superstars, Sheku and Isata Kanneh-Mason, internationally feted guitarist 
MILOŠ, and one of the world’s finest classical pianists, Mitsuko Uchida, 
the literary line up is similarly heavy weight, headliners including top 
novelists William Boyd, Joanna Trollope and Anthony Horowitz, as well as 
acclaimed children’s author Michael Morpurgo and – squaring the cir-
cle – the mother of the illustrious 
Kanneh-Mason family, Kadiatu, 
who tells the story of her seven 
astonishing children.

The festival runs over a fortnight 
with daily performance events 
streamed online during the first 
week, and two daily literary events 
streamed live in the second, to 
which audiences will be able to 
contribute live questions. All events 
bar those with Joanna Trollope 
and James Naughtie will be filmed 
in Petworth with access to all of 
the events via the festival website 
www.petworthfestival.org.uk. 

Speaking of both his pleasure 
and relief at being able to an-
nounce the programme, Artistic 
Director Stewart Collins says, “this 
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has been a momentous year in so many ways, and most of them not 
good, but thanks to extraordinary support from a significant group of 
loyal, festival sponsors, together with great enthusiasm and encourage-
ment from both the music and publishing industries, we are hugely proud 
of what we have put together for this coming October. We hope that both 
our regular and new audiences will assume a ‘festival mode’ of joining 
us repeatedly throughout the fortnight, as this really is a bold attempt to 
keep the flag flying not only for Petworth Festival, but also for the musi-
cians and authors whose lives have been greatly affected by the past few 
months – particularly those of the musicians whose livelihoods have quite 
simply fallen off the cliff edge since March.”

Small invited audiences of sponsors will attend all events to help create 
a genuine live ‘event’ ambience, and performances will last a maximum 
of one hour. ‘Tickets’ to individual shows are priced very modestly at 
£4.99 with generous festival passes available for multiple attendance. 
“Because the Petworth Festival has enjoyed solid and growing support in 
recent years from both Petworth and the wider area, we are hoping the 
widest audience will see this as a brave response to the challenges of 
‘covid year’, and react in the best 
way possible in order to help 
minimise the impact of the pan-
demic. For all the support from 
our sponsors in ensuring that we 
can run the festival, this will still 
be a very bad year financially for 
us unless we can generate sub-
stantial numbers of viewers - but 
we are confident that a mix of 
audience loyalty and approval, 
and the genuine star quality of 
our events will help secure this.” 
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Gallery Open Day

Thank you so much to Sue Hill for hosting an open gallery 
weekend and for everyone who supported the event. It raised 
approximately £500 for the church.



16



17

In Memory of Maurice

Maurice Bradley aged 95, peacefully passed away on 22nd July 
2020 at his home in Graffham. His funeral took place at St Giles 
Church, Graffham on 12th August 2020. The service was attended 
by limited family and friends, beautifully conducted by the Reverend  
Vivien Turner and together with such wonderful flowers and sun-
shine it made for a special and memorable day . 

Maurice has been a devoted husband to Betty for 71 years, father 
to Andrew, Elizabeth and Lynda, grandfather to Thomas, Claire, 
Christopher and Philip and great grandfather to Bodhi, Rafe, Tom, 
Rowan and Rhys. 

Maurice was a true gentleman, capable, considered, intelligent 
and private family man, although serious by nature a bright twinkle 
in his eye was never far away.

He loved nature of any kind, the countryside and in particular 
trees; trees were his 
favourite and working 
with wood in all man-
ner of creative ways. 
He also enjoyed both 
woodland and garden 
birds with many species 
treated daily to routine 
fine dining, this became 
an increasing joy and 
comfort to him in his 
later years. 

Maurice did not give 
much away but when 
asked he could give 
a knowledgeable re-
sponse on almost any 
subject, whether his-
torical, geographical, 
scientific and in sharing 
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his many practical skills. His younger years were strongly influenced 
by his adventures in the Boy Scouts, achieving the title of Kings 
scout and the senior scout and he continued to live by their motto 
“be prepared“.

Maurice started his engineering training at 16 with the GPO to 
become a telecommunications engineer. Based at the Pinner ex-
change, Middlesex, in a reserved occupation and working at the 
War Office, he was not to join military service until requested to 
register for conscription at the age of 20. He was fortunate to be 
given his first choice and proceeded to join The Royal Navy’s Fleet 
Air Arm as a trainee aeronautical electrical mechanic. After quali-
fying he was drafted to the British Pacific fleet and was to serve with 
the 1850 Squadron on the aircraft carrier HMS Vengeance for the 
following year. The task was the repatriation of thousands of survi-
vors of the Japanese prisoner of war camps. This a most distressing 
experience for him in seeing first hand the shocking state of the 
returning men to British waters. 

Maurice returned to the War Office on completion of his National 
service and as a telecommunications engineer he was quickly pro-
moted to Inspector and then further promoted to Executive Engineer 
of the Greater London area in the late 60s. His final work before 
retirement to Graffham, in 1984, was to design the latest digital 
telephone apparatus to replace that in the old red telephone boxes. 
In recognition of his achievements with both the GPO and then BT, 
he was awarded the Imperial Service Medal.  

Maurice could now enjoy his retirement redesigning their bun-
galow, walking on the Downs with their dogs, enjoying village life 
and travelling the world. Maurice enjoyed videoing these trips and 
put together a compilation that was shown at the Village Hall some 
years ago. He also filmed and presented a video of Graffham vil-
lage shown in the Millennium year. 

He was so fortunate to have enjoyed the gathering of all four 
generations last year to celebrate his and Betty’s 70th wedding 
anniversary, a wonderful occasion, complete when the bells of St 
Giles Church rang out for them, just as they did for Maurice in his 
memory at his Funeral.



19

The Lavington Park Federation
Graffham CE Infant and Duncton CE Junior School

We love this photo of our Graffham School chickens, Bob and Tiddles, 
who made a socially-distanced inspection of the classrooms last week 
and were superbly mindful of class ‘bubble’ separation!

We are beginning to settle into our ‘new normal’ at our schools, slowly 
getting used to a very different way of managing daily life in school. It is 
just lovely to see all our children back, enjoying renewing their class 
friendships! They, their parents and our staff are all being brilliant at 
managing our strict class bubble separation and coping with the challenges 
that we face every day. And the balmy autumn weather we have been 
blessed with is allowing lots of our favourite outdoor learning to continue. 

At Duncton School, at the end of September, Reverend Vivien visited to 
lead a special assembly all about Graffham resident Sonia Williams and 
her childhood wartime experiences, marking the special 80-year anniver-
sary. Sonia has been a great friend of our schools over many years and 
we always love to hear her amazing story.
Find out more about our school at 
www.graffham 
andduncton. 
w-sussex.sch.uk
And please do like our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
pg/friendsofgraffha-
mandduncton



20

Tackling Loneliness with the High Sheriff

I received a very smart invitation to attend the High Sheriff's Reception 
Party at Lodge Hill Centre, and then sadly it was cancelled. What a 
shame. 

But I need not have fretted as it was replaced with a Zoom conference 
on ‘Tackling Loneliness Together’ which was a tremendous substitute. Its 
aims were to encourage and strengthen new and existing collaborations 
between those involved in alleviating this very significant condition.

A third of those over 50 are lonely some or all of the time, and young 
people feel isolated as well. We heard some harrying case studies of men 
returning from hospital, and going into a downward spiral because they 
couldn’t cope. Likewise, children of broken homes had no one to talk to, 
unless their loneliness was identified by a caring school teacher. 

Four things gave me hope. First, there are examples of innovative pro-
jects that are delivering services that incorporate psychological approach-
es to loneliness in their work, such as Men's Sheds and the Petworth 
Community Garden.

Family Support Work (FSW) works tirelessly with families. One family 
had three years of continuous help, compared with a non-FSW family 
that had 10 different social workers in three weeks. 

The new Social Prescribing service, available from Midhurst and Pet-
worth surgeries, is taking a holistic approach to people’s health and 
wellbeing. They connect people to community groups for practical and 
emotional support.

Finally, by the High Sheriff drawing together over 100 organisations, 
collaboration with each other will produce much better results in the future.  

Gerald Gresham Cooke
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Graffham (Ladies) Cricket Club

In a season lacking in men’s matches, Graffham Ladies met West 
Wittering Ladies in what is becoming a regular annual fixture. Keen 
to avenge a defeat last year, practices began in earnest on Thurs-
day evenings back in July. Under the inspiring tutelage of Brett 
Creed, the girls had been focusing on their batting, and in particu-
lar, not losing wickets in the ‘Pairs’ game format, where a lost wicket 
costs the team five runs. The team was also boosted by the pres-
ence of the younger players: Beanie and Kiera. Brilliant sunshine 
and a gentle breeze set the scene for a memorable match.

Winning the toss, Graffham elected to field first and managed to 
restrict West Wittering to 119 runs, thanks to wickets taken by Kiera, 
Beanie, Woppy and Rebecca and some excellent fielding. The 
Graffham innings began with a feisty pairing of Rebecca and Sally, 
with both batswomen scoring off almost every ball. Subsequent 
pairings added to the total so that the final pair, Kiera and Philippa, 
needed to score 25 to win in the final six minutes of the innings.  
Judicious single-taking on the last ball of each over ensured that the 
younger, more experienced player, faced more of the balls, ensur-
ing a Graffham victory on the final ball. Traditional blasts from the 
Brett Creed music machine accompanied the victory, as they had for 
boundaries and wickets throughout the match.

With the series tied at one match each, we look forward to hosting 
the match year, but would welcome any other matches from local 
teams! (Maybe even some Graffham men?!)

Graffham Team: Rebecca Ruff, Sally Pattie, Woppy Keeling, Angie 
Thornley, Louise Creed, Jenny Dwyer-Ward, Denise Clay, Philippa 
Sanders, Beanie Bradley, Kiera Ambroziac
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Empire Hall Open Day

 Saturday 31st October 
    11am until 3pm

contact Liz: liz.empirehall@gmail.com 
for more information

Enjoy a glass of fizz on arrival, all welcome
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New CEO | Global Connections

Autumn Lecture with John Baxter-Brown, Chief Executive of Glob-
al Connections – 7.30pm on Friday 9th October 2020. The talk 
entitled ‘Christian Mission in a Post-Covid World’ will be given via 
Zoom so that no-one misses out.

Global Connections is a network of over 300 UK churches and 
agencies with a passion for mission. They seek to be a growing, vi-
brant network of UK churches and agencies, working and learning 
together to equip, challenge and inspire UK Christians for cross-cul-
tural mission.

It’s going to be another great evening and so good that we’re still 
able to bring you this event, without physically being together. You’ll 
just need to co-ordinate your own refreshments this time – and 
it could be a perfect opportunity to invite your neighbour over to 
watch together! We’ll leave that up to you, and very much look for-
ward to seeing you in the Zoom crowd on the 9th.

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86529015925

Meeting ID: 865 2901 5925

If problem in connecting, telephone Rev. David Crook on 07902 
485 877.
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Spring Tulips and Wallflowers

The Graffham Garden Group has purchased a 
wholesale supply of tulips and some lovely bareroot 
wallflowers. The wallflowers have been potted up 
and are coming along nicely. We are making these 
available to buy as colour co-ordinated collections 
for planting as spring displays in pots. 

All the money received from these sales will go to 
either The Recreation Ground, The Empire Hall or St 
Giles Church, whichever the buyer chooses. All three 
of our village community spaces have found fund-
raising very difficult this year. We hope that our 
donation of bulbs and plants will give everyone 
something to look forward to in spring and also 
raise money for these vital village assets.

Apricot collection – 15 bulbs, £9
5 of each, apricot beauty, slawa, la belle epoque

White, soft yellow collection – 15 bulbs, £8
5 of each, spring green, purissima, mount tacoma

Purple pink collection – 15 bulbs, £7
5 of each, menton, havran, jan reus

Wallflowers – sunset apricot, sunset primrose, ruby gem, £1.50 each

All available now, supplies are finite so first come first served.
Contact Carole Kirke: 01798 867026
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Graffham Garden Group  
2020 Programme of Outings

October: Monday 19th 
Polesden Lacey
1hr 5 mins drive.
National Trust House and Garden
Leaving Graffham at 9am, we will have a tour of the garden at 10.30am 
and the house at 11.45,am lunch optional in their café.
NT members free, group rate for non-members £13.15 as long as we are 
a minimum of 15.

Please call Carole Kirke 01798 867026 to book any of these trips.

Trips are subject to change dependent on the Coronavirus 
advice at the time.
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Thursday Club

You may be aware that my health has not been good for some time 
and has deteriorated over the last months.

I have had to make a decision about my position in the club and, 
reluctantly, I have decided to resign from the committee. 

Fortunately over the years, Thursday Club has remained remarkably 
healthy and vibrant, though what the future holds is, I feel, anyone’s 
guess. Diane Bellis and Margaret Hill will carry on, should circum-
stances allow, and I send my very best wishes to all members and 
friends of Thursday Club.

I have thoroughly enjoyed the pleasure of your company and thank 
you all for the support you have shown.    

Diana White

‘I loved…the little church under a green hill-side, where the 
morning and evening prayers and the music of the English Bible 
for seventeen years became a part of my soul. Nothing is more 

beautiful in the natural order...’

Cardinal Manning, who lived in the parish 
in the early to mid 1800s
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Graffham Parish Council (GPC)

Forthcoming Meetings – all dates and venue are subject to Covid-19 
regulations.

Friday 20 November 2020     7pm, Empire Hall
Friday 15 January 2021    7pm, Empire Hall
Friday 12 March 2021    7pm, Empire Hall
Monday 10 May 2021 Annual Meeting of the Parish, Informal 

drinks 6.30pm, followed by Meeting  
7pm. Empire Hall.

Friday 14 May 2021 Annual Meeting of Graffham Parish  
Council. 7pm.

Agendas, along with draft and approved minutes, are available on www.
graffham-pc.uk and on the notice board outside the Empire Hall.  
Other information including contact details for all councillors, dates of 
forthcoming meetings and procedural documents can be found on www.
graffham-pc.uk

Tracy Rowe 
Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk
01798 867020

Fleetwood Bac Empire Hall 
Fundraising Event November 2020

I am sure it will come as no surprise that we have to postpone 
this event until 2021. 

The new date for this event will 
be Friday 12th November 2021. 
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Graffham Calendar 2020

September
Fri 18  Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

November
Fri 13  Fleetwood Bac, Graffham Empire Hall
Fri 20 Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

2021
January
Fri 15 Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

March
Fri 12 Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

May
Mon 10 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Informal drinks 

6.30pm, Meeting 7pm.
Fri 14 Annual Meeting of Graffham Parish Council. 7pm.

Graffham Recreation Ground

A request to all dog owners. 
Please do NOT put bags of dog mess in the red rubbish bin as 

this prevents Biffa from emptying it.
Instead put them in the dedicated black  
bin located at the top of the car park.

Graffham Recreation Ground Committee
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Interview with Sonia Bech about the book ‘Torpedoed’

My name is Caitlin Gillespie. I am a student from MRC and received early 
communion at St Giles church earlier this year. A while ago, in one of our 
meetings, Rev. Vivien showed us a book called Torpedoed. I had never 
heard of it before, but just by reading the blurb I wanted to read it and 
find out what happened to these children. I was told that someone who 
lived in our village was in the book and was there at the scene in WW2. 
It was only after reading this book that I really recognised how lucky the 
children of this country are and the tragic things that happened to some 
of the now elderly people who managed to survive the life-changing 
circumstances of WW2. Without them we would very likely not be in the 
same world as it is today. After meeting Sonia for the first time, with my 
friend Hazel Tyrell, I felt like one of the luckiest people and this will be 
something that I will remember for a very long time.

In 1940, the British government decided to sponsor a scheme for 
evacuating children from vulnerable parts of the country to safe havens 
abroad. The scheme was overseen by the Children’s Overseas Reception 
Board (CORB). It was a very big decision for the families of WW2 to de-
cide whether to be evacuated or not. Sonia’s mother wasn’t very keen on 
leaving their home but the Germans were dropping bombs everywhere 
and so it was very dangerous and the thing that she wanted most was for 
her children to be in the safest place possible. The children had very little 
say in the matter, although many of them (including Sonia) were excited 
to see a new landscape and in Sonia’s case that would be Canada. She 
was very adventurous and eager to go, although she didn’t want to leave 
Scotty, her beloved dog, so her Grandma was kind enough to look after it 
for her.

There were many children on the boat, as well as a few adults. Most 
children would have an escort and a lifeboat number in case of an emer-
gency. Sonia Bech’s lifeboat number was number 12, but she didn’t have 
an escort as she was a Private CORB child. There was a boy called Colin 
who Sonia made friends with while on board the City of Benares and 
managed to stay in touch with him until the day he passed away. The 
children on this boat were being evacuated and were either going to stay 
with family or friends. Sonia’s mother had looked after soldiers in WW1 
and they had come to stay at Sonia’s home whilst they were recovering. 
Luckily, they stayed in touch with some of them and so Sonia and her 
family (Mum, Brother and Sister) were being evacuated to go and stay 
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with them. On the City of Benares you could either be classed an ‘or-
dinary CORB child’ or a ‘Private CORB child’. Ordinary CORB evac-
uees would be looked after by escorts and Private evacuees would be 
in first class cabins with their family and eat together at mealtimes. 
One of the things that many evacuees did to pass time while at sea, 
was play a game of ‘would you rather’, and the most popular ques-
tion was: Would you rather be bombed at home or torpedoed at sea? 
Sonia Bech explained that she would rather be torpedoed at sea be-
cause at least that way you have a better chance of escaping and to 
be rescued. FACT: When Sonia Bech was on board the lifeboat, it took 
the rescue team three days to come and rescue them! 

In the book, the evacuees made the food on the boat sound amaz-
ing. After asking Sonia if this was true, she told us that it was abso-
lutely wonderful and this was because of the rations in England. None 
of the evacuees could get over the amount of food there was. 

When Hazel and I were interviewing Sonia, she told us that when 
the torpedo hit the City of Benares, she didn’t exactly feel frightened 
but instead uncertain on whether to hang on and try to stay alive or to 
give up. As she was floating there in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, 
she was thinking of what Jesus would be like, as she thought she had 
drowned. One of the main things 
that kept this incredible wom-
an alive was her strong faith to 
God and Jesus. To this day Sonia 
counts herself very lucky to survive 
this tragic disaster and remem-
bers most details to this day.

Sonia Bech is a very welcoming, 
caring, kind and approachable 
woman. When interviewing her 
we felt very comfortable and had 
absolutely no nerves, so I want to 
say a MASSIVE thank you to her 
for that.

By Caitlin Gillespie 
(pictured right)
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Illustration by Izzy Barrett, ‘The City of Benares’
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Graffham Nature Watch

For those who don’t know, we now have a wonderful Facebook page to 
share photos of beautiful sights around Graffham. Here are a few recent 
finds from the community.

Morning dew (above) ©Stuart Gerrett, backgarden deer (below left) 
©Kenney Gillespie, Autumn sunset (below right) ©Lisa Dunn 
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Rustgill ©Jonathan Simons Chicken of the woods @Cindy Bradley

Above left, above right and below (fly agaric) @Rachel Sargent-Pryer
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Please donate to this food bank by putting any of the listed items in the box 
at the village shop. All items available From Vasu and Jeeva but all donations 
welcome! Any queries please ring Ann Brown on 01798 867561
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Other Churches
Catholic Church
The Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart, Angel Street, Petworth, and St An-
thony and St George, Duncton and The Divine Motherhood & St. Francis 
of Assisi Midhurst. Parish Priest: Fr Peter Newsam 01798 342 169 email: 
pp.petworth@yahoo.co.uk
Sunday 
8.00 Mass at Duncton / 9.30 Mass at Midhurst / 11.00 Mass at Petworth
Weekday Masses: 
Monday No Mass
Tuesday 9.30am Mass at Petworth
Wednesday 9.30am Mass at Midhurst
Thursday 9.30am Mass at Petworth

12.00noon Mass at Midhurst Convent
Friday   6.30pm Petworth
Saturday 9.30am Midhurst
Confessions:  Petworth: Fridays 6.00pm
Midhurst: Saturdays 10.00am
Occasionally there will be changes but when these occur notices are displayed at the 
relevant Churches

Midhurst Methodist Church
Minister: Rev David Muskett 01428 642921 
Sundays 10.00am Morning Worship
Body and Soul worship and lunch 12:30pm 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month (except in August)
Toddler and Carer group 10am Thursdays during term times

Society of Friends (Quakers)
2nd & 4th Sundays 10.30am St Ann’s, Midhurst
Anna Luttman-Johnson 01798 343333

Petworth United Reformed Church
Rev. Anne Lewitt, Minister 
Secretary: Mrs Maureen Purser 01798 343 102
Morning Service: Sundays 10.30am

Petworth Area Churches Together
Friday Coffee Mornings At Petworth United Reformed between 10am and 11am 
– you will be made very welcome. Further information on PACT from Maureen
Purser on 01798 343 102 or their website:
www.petworthareachurchestogether.com
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EASTWOOD	  STUD	  FARM	  
GRAFFHAM,	  PETWORTH	  

Est.	  1983	  

www.eastwoodstudfarm.co.uk	  
We	  have	  vacancies	  for	  

Full	  and	  Part	  
Liveries	  

Please	  call	  Jane	  on	  

07593	  683976	  
Or	  visit	  the	  website	  

Garden & Countryside 
Maintenance 

Lawn Mowing, Strimming, Hedge 
Cutting, Garden Clearance
Fencing & Gates, Tree Work, 

Logs, etc.
Contact Sam Trott on:  

07595 429625
Email:  

samtrott2189@gmail.com

DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL 
Prep School for Boys and Girls 
from Reception - Year 8 

`EXCELLENT’ IN ALL AREAS 
ISI INSPECTION SEPTEMBER 2018 

Mini-bus available 
After school care and activities  

Regular scholarships to senior schools 
Outstanding Pre-School on site

 

The Manor • Church Lane •Bury  
West Sussex • RH20 1PB 

www.dorsethouseschool.com 
01798 831456 
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Tel: 01730814269 Mob: 07810246126
email: pwdenyer@btinternet.com

	   P	  &	  P	  DECORATORS	  
OVER	  TWENTY	  YEARS	  EXPERIENCE	  IN	  ALL	  

TYPES	  OF	  	  
PAINTING	  AND	  DECORATING	  

Friendly	  professional	  service	  -‐	  	  
Excellent	  references	  

VERY	  COMPETITIVE	  PRICES	  
FREE	  ESTIMATE	  AND	  ADVICE	  

David	  
Tel	  01730	  812	  186	  Mobile	  07751	  248	  593	  

E-‐email:	  davidpack3@googlemail.com	  

	   SMART CARS 
PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI SERVICE 

  
  

Executive Salon & 6 Seater Cars 
Chauffeuring Service 

Professional, Personal & Reliable 
Accounts & Corporate Business Welcome 

Airport, Docks & London Runs 
Same Day Courier Parcel Service 

  

“Any time, any place, anywhere” 
  

FOR QUOTES & BOOKINGS  
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC 

0800 44 88 030 / 07823 559099 
www.smartcars.uk.com 
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NN oo rr ww oo oo dd   CC oo nn tt rr aa cc tt oo rr ss   
GG AA RR DD EE NN   MM AA II NN TT EE NN AA NN CC EE   

Grass and Hedge cutting, 
Pruning, weeding, 

Planting etc..... 
	  	  

EE NN QQ UU II RR II EE SS ::   
00 11 77 99 88   88 66 77   33 33 88     

OO rr       00 77 99 77 33   33 77 00   77 22 77   

DEEP TISSUE,
REMEDIAL AND
THERAPEUTIC

MASSAGE

Marilyn Ridgway
ITEC, MMTI, MCNHC

01798 344550

andmar2@btinternet.com

Curtain Making Service 
&  

Soft Furnishings

Handmade by Carole Jewell
01730 815144 
07764 233234

carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

West Sussex Logs 

Logs cut to size, 
all seasoned timber
Two days for delivery 

once ordered 
Contact: 

 01730814751 
07950035997

ANGUS	STUDD	
COUNTRYSIDE	SERVICES	LTD	

Tree Surgery 

Cluster Flies 
Hornets 

Wasps 

Mole Catching 
“no Mole, No Fee” 

Telephone:	01798	860983	
Mobile:	07828	134086	

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk	
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Clear all
Pest Control 

Fully qualified professional country 
services

 Specializing in Hornets, Wasps, Moles, 
Rats, Mice & Flies/Cluster Flies
www.clearallpestcontrol.com

Phone Dean on: 

07768 986 338 

Water Pipe Repair Services
Allan Marsh
07470 440836

Water pipe repairs
Water pipe renewals

Plumbing repairs
Water leak detection

Lead pipe replacement
Drain repairs

Outside taps fitted
Sinks, baths and toilets

Driveway and footpath repairs

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired 
Heating Engineer

Tel 01798 344 213  
M 07779 11 33 43

Email: caytonsltd@gmail.com

Boilers

Agas

Servicers 
Breakdown
Installation

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

G. Strowbridge
26 Elmleigh

Midhurst
W. Sussex GU29 9EZ

Tel. 01730 812011



Roger Poat & Partners
Funeral Directors &  
Monumental Masonry 
Consultants

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9DE

Telephone 01730 812094 
(24 Hours)
• Pre-need Funeral Plans
• Private Chapel
Email: info@rogerpoat.co.uk
Michael Miller & Partners Ltd

ROGER GUNN
GARDEN MACHINERY

SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP

Fast Friendly Service 
Competitive Prices

Collection & Delivery 
Available

www.rogergunn.co.uk
Telephone 01243 786003 

or 07979 752242
located between Lavant and West Dean

Prompt and Friendly
Telephone Fran or Dean on

07768 986 338
Based in Lickfold

Est. 1990
prismwindowcleaningltd.com



Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef

 Dinner Parties Luncheons 
 Weddings Canapes 

 Picnics Buffets 
 Afternoon TeasDesserts 

info@janebellinger.com
www.janebellinger.com

St. Anne’s Cottage, The Street, 
Bury, RH20 1PA

Tel 01798 839433

Martin Taylor
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and 

Cabinet Maker

Fully fitted and freestanding furniture a 
speciality. Cupboards, Wardrobes, 
Radiator Covers, Fitted Kitchens.

Design service available.
Mobile 07704 524252

Graffham 01798 867471 (home) 
martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk

JJeemmmmaa  LLaannggffoorrdd  DDCC        PPaattrriicckk  TThhoommaass  DDCC  

Treating all musculoskeletal conditions related to the spine, along 
with hips, knees, shoulders and many soft tissue injuries. 

We also offer a range of other treatments with our team of 
complementary therapists 

MMMMeeeeddddiiiiccccaaaallll    HHHHeeeerrrrbbbbaaaalllliiiisssstttt    FFFFooooooootttt    HHHHeeeeaaaalllltttthhhh    PPPPrrrrooooffffeeeessssssssiiiioooonnnnaaaallll                    AAAAccccuuuuppppuuuunnnnccccttttuuuurrrriiiisssstttt    
SSSSppppoooorrrrttttssss    MMMMaaaassssssssaaaaggggeeee    TTTThhhheeeerrrraaaappppiiiisssstttt                            PPPPssssyyyycccchhhhooootttthhhheeeerrrraaaappppiiiisssstttt    

TTTTeeeellll    00001111777799998888    333344445555111144445555    

TThhee  OOlldd  BBaakkeerryy  GGoollddeenn  SSqquuaarree  PPeettwwoorrtthh  WWeesstt  SSuusssseexx  GGUU2288  00AAPP    
wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssoooouuuutttthhhhddddoooowwwwnnnnsssscccchhhhiiiirrrroooopppprrrraaaaccccttttiiiicccc....ccccoooo....uuuukkkk    

P. TUPPER
Carpenter & Joiner

Lilac Cottage
Graffham
Petworth

Tel: 01798 867256
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An award-winning Chartered Building 
Company that has worked in the 

Sussex area since 1985, 
gaining a well-deserved reputation 

for professionalism, reliability, 
high quality craftsmanship &  
project management skills.  

 
Experienced in all types of building 

projects, from large commercial to the 
sensitive renovation of 

listed buildings, bespoke new-builds 
or extensions & refurbishments. 

 
 

Telephone 01243 542056 
Email martin@msbc.uk.com 

www.msbc.uk.com 

Pescadora’s Private Hire
Airports - Weddings - Goodwood - Fontwell 

Graffham based executive private hire
Call now for a free quotation!

8 seater available by prior agreement

07467 521760
Pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com

www.pescadorashire.co.uk

	   Matt Wheatley 
Local Electrician 

  

Part P Approved Contractor 
Fully Insured 

For prompt & friendly 
service please call: 

01798 860 799 or 
07976 465 974 

email: 
mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com 

Southern Counties  
Tree Services

Skilled Surgery in all aspects of Tree Care

*Hedge trimming
*Landscaping

*Tree reduction
*Logs supplied

Tel: 01243 814854
Mob: 07774 012961

barneslogs@gmail.com
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All Saints Chapel Trust Robert Knight       01798 867 537
Badminton ClubDavid Rowlands      01798 861 609
Bees/Swarms Wisborough Green Beekeepers:           Tom Moore      01798 343 470  
        mob.       07984 606 214
Murray West (local beekeeper)       eves. 01798 867 048
Citizens Advice Bureau       0344 848 7969
Chichester District Council Enquiries      01243 785 166
District Councillor Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk     01798 342452
Dog WardenOffice        01243 534 734
 Emergency Office        01243 785 339
Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson      01798 867 567
Foresters Arms        01798 867 386
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School       01798 867324
Bellringing Point of Contact Reverend Vivien      01798 867199
Graffham Archives Robin Brind       01798 867619
Graffham Bowls Club  
     Chairman: Sheila Allen  01798 342 869
      Secretary: Liz Pegram   01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club    Bill Barrett    01798 867 113 
Graffham Down Trust    Chairman: Jim Kirke  01798 867 026
Graffham Empire Movies    Sally Blunt    01798 867346
Graffham Festival Committee    Simon Mitchell   01798 867 519  
     Richard Davidson   01798 867 232
Graffham Garden Group    Martin Buckley   01798 867 234
Graffham Health Support Association   Chair Alison Davidson  01798 867 232
Membership Secretary    Nicky West   01798 867048
Hospital Transport & Prescription Collection Ann Rowney    07391 802541  
     ann.rowney@icloud.com 
Loan of Equipment     Shirley Behan   01798 867 265
Graffham Nursery c/o School Office      01798 867 324
Graffham Tennis Club    Chairman: Beetle Clay  01798 867 035
     Membership: Richard Gyles  01798 867 484 
     Coaching: Emma Amin  01798 867 063
Graffham Village Shop Association   Chair: Hugh Brown   01798 867 561 
     Treasurer: Steve Dover   07770 499223
     Secretary: Stuart Mathie   01798 867519
Andrew Griffith, MP Arundel and South Downs
     Andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund    c/o Graffham PC Clerk  01798 867 020
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society  Celia Tinker   01798 867 287
Lodsworth Croquet Club Secretary   John West    01798 861 515
Midhurst & Petworth Observer    Nikki Jeffery   01243 534163 
National Trust (Lavington Common)   Fiona Scully    01730 816 363
Neighbourhood Watch    Michael Crickmay   01798 867 486
Oil Syndicate     Derek Bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Foodbank (emergency food supplies)     07501 921 617
Seaford College Office        01798 867 392
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT)    Jane Willmott    01730 810363
Three Moles     Ollie Boulton & Tom Richardson 01798 861 303 
Thursday Club     Secretary: Diana White  01798 867 405
     Treasurer: Diane Bellis  01798 867 444
West Sussex County Council    Enquiries    01243 777 100
County Councillor     David Bradford   01243 777 100 
White Horse         01798 867 331

Directory
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DOCTORS
  The Surgery, Petworth         01798 342248
  Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst        01730 812121
  Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit 01483 782334 

POLICE   In Emergency dial      999
Non-Emergency dial      101

Email:    101@sussex.pnn.police.uk

Recreation Ground Committee 
  Treasurer         Bernard Bayly        1798 867 042
  Bookings Secretary Peter Carr      01798 867148

       graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com

East Lavington Parish Council  
  Chairman        Charles Britton 

   charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk  
  Clerk Amy Harte      07889 979820 

eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com

Empire Hall Committee         empirehall@gmail.com
  Treasurer       Carole Sargent      01798 867 460 
  Secretary      Carol Tompkins      01798 867 773
  Bookings Secretary Eira Ashby     01798 867 297
  Hall Promotions          Liz Nicholson, liz.empirehall@gmail.com 

Graffham Parish Council
  Chairman John Uphill           uphillgpc@gmx.co.uk      01798 767 373
  Clerk Tracy Rowe  graffhampc@gmx.co.uk      01798 867 020

Graffham Parish News  
  Editor: Rozie Apps         editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com      01798 867 065

Graffham Parochial Church Council (PCC)
  Rector          Reverend Vivien Turner     01798 867 199
  Church Wardens      Matthew Pitteway     07557 539 695
  PCC Secretary             Diane Bellis      01798 867 444
  Treasurer   graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com   Yvonne Butterick     07808 781 510

Lavington Park Federation 
  Graffham Infant School         Office      01798 867 324
  Duncton Junior School       Office      01798 342 402
  Friends of Graffham & Duncton School                 01798 867 324

Graffham Village Shop       Jeeva and Vasu      01798 867 700

BURST WATER MAINS (Southern Water) 0800 820 999
POWER CUTS (Scottish & Southern Electric)  0800 0727 282
Defibrillator at the Empire Hall CODE: C240Z

Directory



FROM SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

The Government is proposing a major overhaul of the planning 
system and this poses a threat to Sussex wildlife.

Development pressure in Sussex is already high and these pro-
posals will see an even bigger drive for new housing, without 

taking into account our environmental limits, It’s vital that nature 
is at the heart of the planning system but the current proposals 

will fail wildlife, and people too.

Two major consultations are currently underway, and Sussex Wild-
life Trust is responding to both – but we also need to encourage 

as many individual responses as possible.

More info can be found at:
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/news/planning-to-fail-wildlife




