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Welcome back to the Book of Common Prayer
As I write, we have held one Sunday service in church since the latest
lockdown. Oh, how good it has been to enjoy each other’s company in
worship together again. By the time of reading, God willing, we will have
held two more. Last summer, we appreciated Parish Eucharists in the
churchyard. This spring, the service we have returned to first has been
Matins.
Matins has been missed by those who continue to value this traditional
service. It’s quiet reflectiveness more readily accommodates the restrictions within which we are required to worship. It also stands in marked
contrast with the technological innovation of services Zoomed or recorded and streamed to Facebook pages and YouTube and our website. All of
this has been startling and creative and welcome in engaging people we
could never have imagined, providing insights we hadn’t realised and
held regular congregation members together in a time of exclusion. It
made it all the more refreshing though, to revisit an act of worship which
has stood the test of time, substantially the same for 469 years, and
utterly traditional.
Our Matins service, or Morning Prayer according to the Book of Common Prayer, has grounded our worship these Sundays in awareness of
the many, many people who have worshipped before us, using those
same words in our own church of St Giles – or its predecessor on whose
foundations our present church was built. These ‘dearly beloved brethren’
had endured the painful experiences of history like warfare and plague,
and the joys of relief from danger, with its words on their hearts. As can
we still, glad to ‘assemble and meet together to render great thanks for
the great benefits that we have received at God’s hands, to set forth his
most worthy praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things
which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul.’
Our Parish Eucharist returns to St Giles churchyard on Easter Day. On
this great feast day of the church, rain or shine, we hope to make a
splash...! See notice of all our Easter services later in this magazine. See
our website stgilesgraffham.org for online services and up-to-date information about services in April, and other information including a regular
pdf copy of this magazine. Do request a link at reverendvivien@gmail.
com to join Wednesday evening Zoom prayers at 7pm.
If you are comfortable doing so, please join us for any of our services.
You will be welcome. Revd Vivien
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‘Fools rush in, where wise men fear to go,
but wise men never fall in love, so how are they to know?’
A very happy diamond wedding anniversary on ‘April Fool’s
Day’ to Den and Brenda Petter from us all!
Every blessing to you both and have a wonderful day.
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Stonemasons at St Giles
We were so pleased to be able to
engage stonemasons to carry out
badly needed repairs to the exterior
of our church during March. They
have replaced worn out parts of the
string course, which is a band of
stone circling the church like a belt,
at the East end of the church. This
is a partly decorative feature which
also helps throw water off the
flintwork below. Electricians also
visited the church for essential work
to improve our interior and exterior
lighting, responsible for our ability
to illuminate a beautiful outdoor
Christmas tree. So, our church has
not been completely empty during
lockdown. It has been good to give
St Giles a little tender loving care,
thanks to the generosity of the
people of the village and church
community of Graffham. A very big
THANK YOU from us all for helping us look after St Giles Church.
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Reconnecting
Light is appearing at the end of the proverbial tunnel and our prospective May Fair will mark the beginning of return to Graffham life. It will be
an opportunity to find out how we have all passed the time. This village is
not accustomed to distance and wariness. All of us have shared amusing
stories and videos which have given us the joy of laughter, so maybe we
could share other discoveries too. Reading has been a way of escape and
l have been trawling book lists for missed treasures.
The Baroness by Hannah Rothschild is a well written and addictive story
beginning with the origins of this powerful family and the unbelievable
history of Nica who, after five children and a very interesting war, went
on to live amongst the jazz community in New York and made Thelonius
Monk her protege throughout his life. As they say, l couldn’t put it down.
Maybe we could have reviews from some of you?
Creative Arts have always played a big part in Graffham life and the
showcasing of paintings in this magazine has been inspiring. One of our
newest and most interesting young artists has burst upon the scene, and
we thank you Izzy Barrett. Long may you continue to surprise us with your
talent and extraordinary output.
Sadly not all the local area is blessed with appreciation of our beautiful surroundings as l was horrified to see all the roadside litter around
Petworth. I am sure it was not
like this last year. How sad.
During January l had plenty of
time and have produced a new
calendar for 2022 in tribute to
our great Graffham gardening
tradition; it comprises personal garden tips and ideas with
painting illustrations and will,
hopefully, help towards St Giles
a little. It is being printed now.
Our gardens are a source of
comfort and need to be celebrated. Let’s hope we can all see
each others’ as we emerge, like
moles, into the sunlight.
Sue Hill
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THE EMPIRE HALL SPRING EVENT
SATURDAY 29th May 2021
10am - 3.30pm
Please join us for an outside local gathering
in The Empire Hall Garden
for Refreshments, Cakes, Savouries,
Produce Stall, Plant Stall, and many
more local craft stalls.
The Raffle will be drawn at 3pm
also the results of The Silent Auction.

t
Please suppdorraising
this main furnour hall
evenT fo S APPLY)
TION

(COVID RESTRIC

FOR ALL INQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT
Liz 07543670586 or Jacky 07799353357
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If I had a Hammer
Above the kettle in the kitchen is the spice cupboard. It sounds more
exotic than it actually is. Inside you’ll find some soy sauce, Oxo
cubes and lot of small jars of spices which we have purchased over
the years to add half a teaspoon of essential flavour to a fancy
foreign recipe… and then never used again. Somewhere at the
back beyond the cayenne pepper, sumac and fenugreek you’ll find
a tatty A4 piece of card covered in excited scribbling: ‘My Garden
Bird List’.
I started filling in this list on a cold New Year’s Day in 2013 shortly
after we moved into our new home. I had a rule that I only count
birds which are within the garden’s boundary and lower than the
chimney (so I don’t count ‘flyovers’ otherwise I’d have Osprey, Mute
Swan and Cormorant on my garden list and that would be ridiculous).
The list quickly filled up with Blackbirds, Sparrows and Starlings,
and soon I was on 20 then 30 then 40 species but in recent years
new additions to the list have been few and far between. The list
has stayed resolutely stuck on 49.5 for about four years now (in
case you’re interested the .5 was half a Mallard that a fox buried in
the compost heap – hey, it was technically in the garden). But that
all changed on 18th February 2021.

©Andreas Trepte
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One bird I’ve always dreamed of adding to my garden list is the
Yellowhammer. Yellowhammers are farmland birds which can be
encountered singing on hedgerows in the countryside across Sussex, their song famously sounding like a request for ‘A-little-bit-ofbread-and-no-cheese’. In cold winters these rural birds can be
pushed into suburban gardens in search of food which gave me
hope that one day I would be blessed with a Yellowhammer. During
colder winters flocks of Reed Buntings – relatives of the Yellowhammer- have taken up a regular residence in my garden and I would
hopefully scan them for a flash of yellow – which after eight years of
waiting is what finally happened on 18th February. Then again on
19th February. Then a pair flew in on 20th February. I raced out to
the local garden centre and bought a bag of birdseed and diligently
spread it under the bird table recreating the bird’s farmland feeding
habitat. Now each day I’m visited by a flock of 12 Yellowhammers!
I sit stunned each morning as I watch these beautiful canary-yellow
birds brightening up my garden with a burst of bright colour.
They’ve even started singing on the fence! After the long, dull,
locked-down winter I’ve suffered, these exotic-looking birds have
delivered a jolt of excitement that has really spiced up my spring.
Michael Blencowe,
Senior Learning & Engagement Officer
Sussex Wildlife Trust,
michaelblencowe@sussexwt.org.uk
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Food Rescue in West Sussex
Did you know in West Sussex, food waste makes up 40% of the average
household residual bin?
The West Sussex Waste Prevention Team are working with the food
partnerships across the county to encourage our residents to share their
surplus food, in order to help those in food poverty and prevent this terrible wastage.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic’s beginning in March 2020, there has
been significant changes to food behaviours in the UK, which have been
unfortunate for many. Sustain UK estimates that 8.4 million people in the
UK are living in food poverty, with BAME, disabled and older people worst
affected. Pre-lockdown, in 2019-20, a record high of nearly 2m people
in the UK used a food bank, according to the Trussell Trust. The numbers
are estimated to have increased hugely due to the pandemic, hence why
redistributing food would help residents in West Sussex. Below are some of
the services available to you for redistributing food in the county:
OLIO connects neighbours with each other, and local food businesses so surplus food can be shared and not thrown away. All users need
to do is simply snap a photo of their spare items and add it to the app.
Neighbours who live nearby can see if anything takes their fancy, and if
so request it! Everything on OLIO is always offered for free and can be
picked up Covid-safe. Food is shared when it is nearing its sell-by date,
is spare home-grown vegetables, or when residents are going away and
will not use it. OLIO was created to try and prevent food waste and help
the global issue of climate change, as food waste is one of the world’s
largest emitters of greenhouse gases. The app has been used in over 50
countries and shared over 1.6 million items between neighbours!
Community Fridges are refrigerators located in a public space which
enable food to be shared within a community. Spare food is dropped
off here by community members of small businesses to be rescued and
shared amongst those who need it. The Fare Divide Community Group
(faredivide.org.uk) have set up community fridges in Littlehampton and
Horsham, where perishable items are free for collection by community
members. They also run outreach pop-up community fridges in East Preston, Angmering and Rustington.
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The team do not want a certain food at certain times, just generally lots
of food on an ongoing basis for people in the community in need of it.
They would appreciate any donations.
Food Banks – often community organisations aimed at supporting
people who cannot afford the essentials in life. They normally provide
people with a food parcel of three days’ nutritionally balanced, non-perishable food. There are many foodbanks spread across the county which
accept donations including: cereal, soup, pasta, rice, tinned tomatoes,
pasta sauce, lentils, tinned meat, tinned vegetables, tea or coffee, tinned
fruit, biscuits, UHT milk, and fruit juice. You can also donate by adding
additional items to your in-store food shop and leaving these items in the
donation trolley located near the exit.
To find out more on how you can reduce food waste and help others
see @wsrecycles on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.

An Invitation to the Fifth Gospel
Holy Land Pilgrimage: 25th October – 3rd November 2021
A pilgrimage to the Holy Land of Christ’s birth, ministry, death and
resurrection has been described as being a Fifth Gospel. Certainly
such an experience brings the Gospels alive in a way that nothing
else can do and makes all the difference as we read or hear them
read and as we celebrate the Christian year.
I am leading another pilgrimage to the Holy Land this year, postponed from last year, and there are some spare places. Six nights
will be spent at a hotel overlooking the old city of Jerusalem and
three in an hotel in Tiberias beside the Sea of Galilee. The itinerary
includes Bethlehem, the Dead Sea, Qumran, Masada, Nazareth,
Capernaum, as well as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and other
sites in Jerusalem. It’s a full programme but there is time for services, reflection and relaxation. We shall have a Palestinian Christian
guide with us. If you would like more information, please contact
Canon John Bundock:
01403 752425 / jnebundock@gmail.com
10

Graffham Virtual Art Festival
Please do get in touch with
Rozie (email address inside
cover) if you’d like to include
your art in these pages.
Below: A painting of
David Attenborough
by Emma Jamison
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Top: A painting
by Richard Davdison
Below: Watercolours by
Sally Blunt
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Graffham Calendar 2021
May
Wed 5
Mon 17
Sat 29		

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.
East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
Empire Hall Spring Event, 10-3pm

July
Mon 19
Sat 24-30

East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
Graffham Tennis Club, Tennis Week

September
Sat 4		
Comedy Dinner – Only Fools and Horses, a dinner show
(by the same company that did the Allo Allo event last year
for the Petworth nursing home).
Mon 20
East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
Sat 25		
6 Feet 3 Shoes Dance show by Slanjayvah Danza from the
Edinburgh Fringe with a Scottish and Spanish theme 		
followed by a Ceilidh dance
October
Sat 16		
The Simon Bates Big Band a 17 piece big band with swing
dance demos/teachers in the house. Delayed from this year.
November
Fri 12		
Fleetwood Bac (a Fleetwood Mac tribute band). Delayed
from this year.
Mon 15
East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
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EASTER SERVICES IN OUR PARISH

Stations of the Cross telling the story of Our Lord’s
Passion. In Graffham Street between All Saints Chapel
and St Giles Church until Easter.
Online Maundy Thursday Eucharist remembering
Christ’s Last Supper. On St Giles Graffham Facebook
and www.stgilesgrafham.org from 7pm
Good Friday Service in St Giles Church reflective
service with organist, recalling the Passion of our Lord.
At 2pm. Face coverings to be worn. All welcome.

Online Easter Day Eucharist recorded at dawn with
Easter candle lit from Easter fire. On Facebook and
website from 8am
Easter Day Eucharist St Giles Churchyard at 10.30am.
Please bring a garden chair if you can. All precautions
to be taken. All welcome.
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The Empire Hall,
Graffham Spring Event 2021 Auction
Due to the outstanding generosity of the villagers of Graffham, we are
delighted to offer the following items and experiences for auction.
All bids must be made by 3pm Saturday 29th May 2021. You can
enter a bid in the following ways:
Email: springeventauction@gmail.com | Text: 07543 670586 |
In person, at The Empire Hall, Saturday 29th May
Please include the following details with your bid:
The Auction Lot number and description
Amount in whole pounds
Your name, first name and surname
Your telephone number and/or email address
Once you have placed a bid for an item we will endeavour to keep
you updated on any subsequent bids so that you may increase your bid
at any time before 3pm 29th May using the above process. Successful
bidders will be notified after the auction closes. Payment in full must be
made within 7 days of 29th May 2021 at which point arrangements will
be made to hand over the prize to the successful bidder.
All lots must be taken up by the end of 2021, unless stated otherwise
agreed between the donor and the winning bidder. All ‘experiences’
are to take place on dates/times mutually agreed by the donor and
the winning bidder and to be subject to any COVID-19 restrictions
and social distance requirements etc. in place at the time.
Images are full illustrative purposes only and not necessarily a true
likeness of the actual item to be offered but items will be on display
at the Empire Hall on 29th May. Values given are estimates of fair
market values.
By bidding, each bidder agrees to the auction rules, which can be
found with the Terms & Conditions on the Empire Hall Facebook
page or on application to liz.empirehall@gmail.com
This is The Empire Hall’s main fundraiser for the year so please bid
generously, thank you.
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Lot 1: Chauffeured Scenic Ride
60 minute scenic drive from Graffham, for one passenger in a choice
of either a Jaguar XKR or Aston Martin Vanquish Volante V12.
Be driven in luxury and style around the Sussex Countryside.

Lot 2: Take A Look In a Hive

Lot 3: Two Hour Nordic Walk

Join local beekeeper Murray
West for a fascinating look in a
hive and a lesson in beekeeping
plus 2 jars of new season honey
(available end of May).

Have you tried this new fitness
trend? Come and explore this
method of walking using
specially designed poles with
Nicky West.
16

Lot 4: Hollyhocks
Watercolour painting of
Hollyhock painted by local
artist Sue Hill.
VALUE £100

Lot 5: View from the Trundle
Acrylics on canvas in a white ‘floating frame’ 28” x 36” approximately. Painted by local artist Philip Jones
VALUE £150
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Lot 6:Portrait of
Your Dog
A chance to have your dog
immortalised. Dog portrait in oils
on canvas by local artist
Jacky Gregory.
VALUE £250

Lot 7: Shotgun Shooting Lesson
A shooting lesson with Andy
Jones. Andy has over 40 years experience of shooting and is qualified
with BASC and a member of the
Association of Professional Shooting
Instructors.
Local, beautiful downland valley
setting.
• 1 hour lesson.
• Beginner or experienced shooters,
driven targets are available for
game shots.
• Ladies and Children (over 12) welcome – I have guns and cartridges to suit everybody.
• Up to 75 clays and cartridges included (Note: due the time taken for instruction - a beginner might only take 25-50 shots in an
hour, whereas an experienced shot might take 75 shots).
• At date to be agreed in summer 2021, when COVID restrictions
allow.
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Lot 8: Dog Bed with Corduroy Cover
A Dog Bed Company luxury cluster fibre dog bed mattress.
• Choose from a selection of corduroy colours; cranberry, beige,
olive, dark grey, royal blue or chocolate
• Size: 90cm x 65cm
• The cover is easily removable for washing with a zip fastening
• For more information on this item visit: www.thedogbedcompany.co.uk/purchase-dog-bed-mattress-and-cover.html
• The lucky winner to contact Zoe on 867364
VALUE £95

Lot 9: Half Day
Kayaking
A half day kayaking on the river
Arun.
No experience required.
Life jacket provided.
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Lot 10: Set of Diptyque Scented Candles
Gift set of 10 luxury scented candles.
VALUE £120

Lot 11: Hotel Collection and Yankee candles
One gift box of three Yankee Candles and
a gift box of six Hotel Collection votive candles
VALUE £50
20

©Colin Barker

Lot 12: Donkey Walk
Join Joanna Morris for a walk around the village with her
two delightful donkeys, Bill and Ben.

Lot 13: Half Day of Oil
Painting
We are very lucky to be able to
offer this again.
Local renowned artist
Richard Davidson is offering a
half day of oil painting tuition
‘en plein air’ or in his studio.
VALUE priceless
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Regular Activities in The Empire Hall
Tuesdays		
			

8.45 – 12.00
9.00 – 11.00

POST OFFICE
GREAT FEET (see below)

(IF COVID RESTRICTIONS ALLOW)
• Osteopath: Mondays and Thursdays, daytime and early evening.
Booking required, ring Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 for an appointment.
• Great Feet (Chiropodist’s Visit): Tues 20 April 9.00 – 11.00 Treatment
Room. GHSA members only. Booking required, Vikki Wood
(07825 185880)
Any changes will be posted on the Empire Hall Noticeboard. The Empire
Hall will be available to hire for Children’s Parties,
Wedding Receptions, Private Functions and Classes as restrictions allow.
Website
Email		
Phone		

www.empirehall.org.uk
empirehall@gmail.com
Booking Secretary Eira Ashby 867297

Christmas Gift Guide now available for download on our website.
Please phone or email for a printed copy.

• Complimentary gift wrapping on all orders from our gift guide.
• Click-and-Collect from the shop or free local delivery.
• Post and courier options available.

10A New Street, Petworth, GU28 0AS
info@bearpetworth.com, www.bearpetworth.com 01798 651066
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Graffham Nature Watch
For those who don’t know, we now have a wonderful Facebook page to
share photos of beautiful sights around Graffham. Here are a few recent
finds from the community.
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Left: ©Stuart Gerrett
Above: Skunk cabbage ©Jonathan Simons
Below: Sunset over Calloways ©Richard Davidson
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Above: ©Rozie Apps
Right: Three buzzards ©Paul Stickley
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Cricketers, we need you!
Lodsworth village cricket club welcomes new players for the coming season.
We are a village club with a mix of players of all abilities who play, first and
foremost, to enjoy their cricket in a friendly and sociable environment. We are
approaching the new season in a cautious but positive frame of mind. One
of our aims is to attract new players. We believe the club has a lot to offer:
• We only play friendly Sunday matches. This season 14 games have been
arranged and we deliberately avoid matches on May and August bank
holidays, and also Father’s Day.
• Players are not expected to be available for every game. It is your choice
which matches you;d like to play.
• There are good facilities at Lodsworth recreation ground, including full
use of the village hall, with excellent changing rooms, hot showers and
superb teas.
• Importantly, given all the restrictions imposed by lockdowns, playing
cricket will provide an opportunity to stretch your legs and get some enjoyable exercise.
We would be delighted to hear from you. If you’d like to know more, or
express an interest in joining, contact either Mike Williams, club captain
(01798 860835) or John King, the secretary (01798 861728).

Graffham Bowls Club
OPEN DAY – SUNDAY 25th April 2.30pm
Looking for new members.
Come and try it. For 14-year-old+
All you need are flat shoes.
Graffham Bowls Club
Graffham Recreation Ground
Subject to COVID Restrictions
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Please help ensure Graffham’s
historic St Giles Church does not
go the same way as
neighbouring St Mary’s
St Mary Magdalene Church in nearby West Lavington has been
put on the market for conversion into housing. Please help
safeguard the future of Graffham’s St Giles in the face of a
severe reduction in income from collections while services were
curtailed during lockdown.
Any donation would be so appreciated. Giving online as easily
as buying from Amazon, see
stgilesgraffham.org/giving
BLESS YOU!
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Graffham Bygones: The Graffham Community: Part 1
Back in the late 1950s a group of eight Graffham woman got together
and produced a hand written document which drew on memories of the
villagers to piece together a chronicle of life during the previous 100 years.
It is the testament of Miss Beevor (headmistress, Graffham School), Mrs
Elphinston, Mrs Hine, Mrs Hinton, Mrs Mattingly, (wife of Sea), Miss Mayes,
Mrs Nudd and Mrs Townroe (wife of the then Graffham vicar, 1948-1959).
This band of women reflected the vibrancy of the Graffham community
which won a competition in 1954 for the most ‘sensibly active village’ in
West Sussex. Their document will inform much of the factual content in
this series of articles, added to this will be information gleaned from the
last 50 years from those who live, or have lived, in the village.
The people of Graffham they name are most often referred to with a
title, sometimes an initial and a surname. This charming, polite deference
still continued into the fifties and sixties and this is how I refer to residents,
so this nod to the ways of bygone days by will be kept. Indeed, it is also
more in keeping with my approach to these articles which will be more
Cider With Rosie than A. J. P. Taylor.
In the hundred years covered by this document and up until the 1900s,
Graffham was a self-sufficient, quite isolated community with its own bakery, next to the old shop and post office. There was another known as
‘the bottom shop’ next to The Foresters. George Phillip’s dairy, run by
Hazel Durrell, was behind the White Horse with milk provided by a herd
of Jersey cows from his adjacent farm. I remember visiting the dairy and
it always having an stringent smell of scrubbed wood, with huge steel tanks
that gleamed. There was also a butchers at Rumbold’s Hill and various
small shops in cottages, like the sweet shop in Mr Pescod’s orchard.
Of all forms of transport, the great emphasis in the story of past days is
on walking. Men would walk from Graffham to Lydney, near Bognor, for
the harvest, which was three weeks earlier on the sunnier side of the
Downs. Finding employment was difficult but as Mrs Blunden, a 76-yearold resident of Graffham named in the document said, “Lord Woolavington, he wouldn’t see nobody out of work, if anyone hadn’t got a job he
would always find him one.”
The postman walked in 1872, before the pony and trap, with six packets and fourteen letters. Mr J Pescod (postmaster in the late fifties) further
remembered that an old woman walked to Duncton carrying letters to
catch the Rail Coach, for which the charge was 8d. Graffham’s two no
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longer functioning non-conformist bodies were ministered to by walkers,
the congregationalist from Petworth and the Plymouth Brethren from East
Dean. Long John Roney walked from Graffham to Goodwood daily to
work on the estate, and many others walked there for the races. It was
still a Graffham tradition, upheld by Richard Challen and Eric Miles, to
walk to Goodwood Races, over The Downs, even into the 1990s.
Of course, this limitation to journeys did not mean that there was no migration, or movement, of peoples before this time. Research into my
Sussex family reflects that search for employment provided push and pull
factors causing relocation from across the entire country. Such permanent
movement has existed for millennia and excavations between 1932-33,
near Brighton unearthed Whitehawk woman dating back to 3650 BC.
Although living in Sussex with her family, buried with her, “isotope ratios
of her teeth suggest that she grew up much further away, possibly near
the border with Wales.” (Brighton and Hove Archeology Society.)
But in the latter years of the nineteenth century, a great change was to
come for Graffham, as mentioned in the West Sussex Gazette of 4 March
1898, which stated that within twelve to fourteen months the Mid-Sussex
railway would be completed. The Graffham document reveals that Miss
Hysom recalls her parents saying that they went to watch the railway work
in progress.
With a station at Selham, only two miles away, Graffham people were
able to get easily to Pulborough, Midhurst and Petersfield on a regular
basis. Goods and produce from Graffham could also be transported
more easily. Mr J
Pescod remembers
when there would be
as many as 100 milk
churns to be conveyed
by train, illustrating
that the railway
opened up a market
for Graffham farmers
and producers.
Pauline Goodwin
Averil P. Beevor and Dorothy Challen (my grandmother)
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Lord and Lady Young: 50 years with Graffham
The man who took Graffham into the House of Lords marks his 50-year
association with our village this Easter.
David Young and his wife Lita bought their second home here – on the
outskirts of the village heading towards Heyshott – in 1971. At the time,
he was building a reputation in property, construction, plant and shipping
that was to lead to the media dubbing him Margaret Thatcher’s favourite
businessman. Following the 1979 general election, he joined the government as Keith Joseph’s Special Adviser for what was to become known as
privatisation. He was created a life peer on 10th October 1984, and a
few weeks later, appointed to the Iron Lady’s Cabinet as Minister without
Portfolio, advising the government on employment issues, and became a
Privy Councillor. The following year, he was named Secretary of State for
Employment and then, after the 1987 General Election, Secretary of State
for Trade and Industry, playing a leading light in the Thatcher government’s privatisation drive. Graffham community asked David Young a
few questions to celebrate 50 years.
What made you buy a home in Graffham 50 years ago? Did you
have any links with this part of the world before?
I had never been to this part before, but at the time we had two young girls
and we wanted them to spend weekends in the country, not in town. We
came to Graffham purely by chance. We were due away for the weekend
with some friends on the coast when I was sent the estate agent’s particulars
for this house and, as it was on the way, we looked at it on the way down.
It was Easter, and when we arrived there was a mist, no view and we did
not particularly like the house and forgot about it. After the weekend, on
our way back, we thought we would revisit, really to miss the morning rush
hour. The sun was shining out of a clear blue sky, we saw Graffham, the
Downs and then the house and it was love at second sight. Fifty years later
we are still in love! Now we have two great grandchildren, and we look
forward to them spending some time in Graffham after the lockdown ends.
Has life here been as you had expected it to be?
I am not sure what I expected, but my wife, Lita, and I have loved all the
time we have spent living here. Although for most of the time we could
only live here weekends and a week or two at Christmas and August, we
have now lived here continuously for the last year and we are not looking
forward to going back to London after the lockdown ends.
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What was the village like back then? Has it changed much over
the five decades – and if so, how?
It has changed very little – it seems like one or two new homes (but there
have been a number more) and a vastly improved shop. The most wonderful thing about our village is that it appears unchanged, now over many
decades, whilst everything else changes.
Are there any elements of the community in which you particularly
would have liked to have become more closely involved?
I am afraid that I have always had a rather overactive life and would come
home to Graffham to relax and catch my breath in our favourite spot on
earth! I made the great mistake of volunteering for the government shortly
after we moved here and that cut back on my free time for other activities.
What is your favourite local place or view?
The view from our house.
If not Graffham, where would you like to live?
We both love going overseas for a holiday but we have never thought
seriously of living abroad, or indeed, anywhere else. Why would you, if
you live where we do?
Your thoughts on the current Conservative government?
On balance, they have done as well as any democratic government could
do over Covid. I worry a bit more than I should over their fondness for big
projects and I wonder just how long my
grandchildren’s generation will take to
repay some of these loans.
And Brexit?
I believe that, as the years go by, we will
begin to realise what a great mistake it was
to become involved with the EU in the first
place. The vaccine programme was an early
illustration of the strengths of our system
and of the regulatory nature of the civil code
that regulates the operations of the EU.
Any regrets at choosing to move here?
Far from it, it is the one thing in life that I
have absolutely no regrets.
Lord and Lady Young in their Graffham
home’s garden – joined by DaisyBlu, their
fourth miniature long-haired Dachshund.
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Graffham Parish Council
March saw the Parish Council bid a fond farewell to Clerk Tracy
Rowe and welcome her successor Sarah Linfield. Like Tracy, Sarah is
also a qualified clerk and, with responsibility for two other parishes
within the South Downs National Park, Graffham will complete her
portfolio of councils!
Last month we shared the provisional dates for both the Annual
Meeting of the Parish and the Annual Meeting of the Council, although as we slowly emerge from lockdown, some changes are
necessary.
The date of the Annual Meeting of the Council – which deals with
its governance – has been brought forward to Wednesday 5th May
so that it can take place remotely as the legislation that allows this is
due to end on May 6th.
Regrettably a decision has also been necessary to cancel the Annual Meeting of the Parish which would ordinarily be held between
March and the beginning of June. Always such a well-attended
and interactive event but not something that lends itself easily to a
‘Zoom’ meeting and the health and safety of residents must come
first. Plans for a face-to-face meeting are therefore on hold for now
although as we return to more normal times it may be possible to
arrange something later in the year.
So, all that remains now is to thank Tracy for her stalwart support
to the Parish Council over many years and wish her well as she
takes the opportunity to spend more time with her family.
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The clocks are going forward, the evenings are lengthening, and there is a definite feeling
of spring in the air. All this coincides with lockdown being eased and outdoor sports being
allowed.
Lodsworth Croquet Club will be opening for the season on Saturday 10th April, and will be
welcoming back members in line with the Covid-19 Regulations. Also, we would love to
welcome any new members who may be interested in joining the croquet Club. We are justly
proud of our pavilion and lawn, which provides a lovely backdrop to friendly competitions,
regular social evenings and also free coaching.
It’s the perfect way to meet people, enjoy taking some gentle exercise and ease ourselves out
of lockdown. Great care will be taken to keep club members safe, and we will be following at
all times the Covid -19 rules as laid down by The Croquet Association,

For more information contact John West on 01798 861515
Email: johnrwest@btinternet.com

St Giles Church –
Parish Priest’s Discretionary Fund
This fund provides occasional support to
local people as required. If you think we
might help you, we’ll be glad to do so if
we can. Contact Revd Vivien at
reverendvivien@gmail.com
01798 867199
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Petworth Area Churches Together
Petworth Area Churches Together (PACT) will hold its Spring Talk on Friday
April 16th 7.30 by Zoom. PACT’s Talk will be given by
Lord Dr (Michael) Hastings of Scarisbrick CBE, Chancellor of Regent’s
University, London. He will speak on the intriguing title “The future we
don’t know”. The title sounds rather exciting given that the future for all of
us is unknown! He is also Professor of Leadership at the Stephen R. Covey
Institute, Huntsman Business School, Utah State University, a Vice-President of UNICEF and Ambassador for Tearfund. Previously Head of Citizenship at KPMG International and the BBC’s Head of Public Affairs, then
Head of Corporate Responsibility. All welcome.
Free via ZOOM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86362967085?pwd=bEhhU0F0OS8zeEpzM001M1B WcVg5UT09 Meeting ID: 863 6296 7085
Passcode: 707071.
More information from Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com 01798
342151 and PACT website at https://petworthareachurchestogether.com

Graffham Garden Group
Invite everyone to the annual

Spring Plant Sale

Saturday 1st May 2021
At The Empire Hall, 10.00am sharp
A wide range of vegetable plants only will be on sale
including tomatoes, cucumbers, courgettes and beans
No pre-orders or deliveries
Any queries: Nicky West 01798 867048
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The Lavington Park Federation
Graffham CE Infant and Duncton CE Junior School
Mrs Martin (Head Teacher) writes:
After the long lockdown, it truly was the best week at school EVER
when at last we could welcome all children back to our schools in
mid March!
It has been wonderful seeing the children back together; seeing
them on the playground has been the most joyful experience for us
all – adults and children alike. I am so very proud of our staff, who
during March have brought our ethos of creativity and curiosity to
the forefront even more than ever before!
We are proud to be working with a positive model of return – we
do not speak of what we have missed, what is different, or what is
lost, as we consider this to be of no benefit for any of us. Our talk
with children is about what we have found, how we are more resilient and independent, and how our friends sustain us all.
We might do things differently, but we celebrate that change,
rather than seeing it as a loss. If something is different, it means
that something new, creative and exciting will emerge instead.
Historically, the creativity that follows world hardships shows us that
we must be ready to teach and support resilient, creative learners at
this time.
Find out more about our school – including a ‘virtual tour’ – on our
website, at www.graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
And please do take a look at and ‘like’ our Facebook page, set up
by the ‘Friends of Graffham and Duncton’
www.facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton
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Please donate to this food bank by putting any of the listed items in the box
at the village shop. All items available From Vasu and Jeeva but all donations
welcome! Any queries please ring Ann Brown on 01798 867561
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Are you or a small business you know,
looking to advertise?
We still have a few spots available for 2021,
so please get in touch with the editor,
Rozie Apps at:
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com

We are always looking for
content for the Parish
Magazine. Please email the
editor, Rozie, via the email
address on the inside front
cover. The next deadline is
15th April.

ANGUS STUDD
COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES LTD
Mole Catching
“no Mole, No Fee”
Hornets
Wasps

Telephone: 01798 860983
Mobile: 07828 134086

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk
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Water Pipe Repair Services
Allan Marsh

Clear All

07470 440836

Pest Control

Water pipe repairs
Water pipe renewals
Plumbing repairs
Water leak detection
Lead pipe replacement
Drain repairs
Outside taps fitted
Sinks, baths and toilets
Driveway and footpath repairs

Fully qualified professional country
services
Specializing in Hornets, Wasps, Moles,
Rats, Mice & Flies/Cluster Flies
www.clearallpestcontrol.com
Phone Dean on:
07768 986 338

Curtain Making Service
&
Soft Furnishings

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired
Heating Engineer

Boilers
Agas

Servicers
Breakdown
Installation

Please contact Carole Jewell
01730 815144
07764 233234
carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

Tel 01798 344 213
M 07779 11 33 43
Email: caytonsltd@gmail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
G. Strowbridge
26 Elmleigh
Midhurst
W. Sussex GU29 9EZ
Tel. 01730 812011
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DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL
Prep School for Boys and Girls
from Reception - Year 8

`EXCELLENT’ IN ALL AREAS

ISI INSPECTION SEPTEMBER 2018
Mini-bus available
After school care and activities
Regular scholarships to senior schools
Outstanding Pre-School on site
The Manor • Church Lane •Bury
West Sussex • RH20 1PB
www.dorsethouseschool.com
01798 831456

Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef
Dinner Parties Luncheons
Weddings Canapes
Picnics Buffets
Afternoon TeasDesserts

info@janebellinger.com
www.janebellinger.com

St. Anne’s Cottage, The Street,
Bury, RH20 1PA

Tel 01798 839433

Martin Taylor
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and
Cabinet Maker
Fully fitted and freestanding furniture a
speciality. Cupboards, Wardrobes,
Radiator Covers, Fitted Kitchens.
Design service available.
Mobile 07704 524252
Graffham 01798 867471 (home)
martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk
www.martintaylordesign.co.uk
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DEEP TISSUE,
REMEDIAL AND
THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE

An award-winning Chartered Building
Company that has worked in the
Sussex area since 1985,
gaining a well-deserved reputation
for professionalism, reliability,
high quality craftsmanship &
project management skills.

Marilyn Ridgway
ITEC, MMTI, MCNHC

01730 812955

Experienced in all types of building
projects, from large commercial to the
sensitive renovation of
listed buildings, bespoke new-builds
or extensions & refurbishments.

andmar2@btinternet.com

Telephone 01243 542056
Email martin@msbc.uk.com
www.msbc.uk.com

Matt Wheatley

Local Electrician
Part P Approved Contractor

Fully Insured

For prompt & friendly
service please call:

01798 860 799 or
07976 465 974
email:

mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com
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  P	
  DECORATORS	
  

Norwood Contractors
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

OVER	
  TWENTY	
  YEARS	
  EXPERIENCE	
  IN	
  A LL	
  
TYPES	
  O F	
  	
  
PAINTING	
  A ND	
  D ECORATING	
  

Grass and Hedge cutting,
Pruning, weeding,
Planting etc.....
ENQUIRIES:
01798 867 338
Or 07973 370 727

Friendly	
  professional	
  service	
  -‐	
  
Excellent	
  references	
  
VERY	
  COMPETITIVE	
  PRICES

	
  	
  

David: davdpack3@googlemail.com
FREE	
  ESTIMATE	
  AND	
  ADVICE
01730812186 | Mobile 07751248593
Peter: pwdenyer@bitnternet.com
David
01730
814269
| Mobile
Tel	
  01730	
  
812	
  186	
  
Mobile	
  07810246126
07751	
  248	
  593
E-‐email: davidpack3@googlemail.com

P. TUPPER

Carpenter & Joiner

Prompt and Friendly
Telephone Fran or Dean on

Lilac Cottage
Graffham
Petworth

07768 986 338
Based in Lickfold
Est. 1990

prismwindowcleaningltd.com

Tel: 01798 867256

ROGER GUNN

Pescadora’s Private Hire

GARDEN MACHINERY
SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP

Graffham based Luxury
Taxi Service

Fast Friendly Service
Competitive Prices
Collection & Delivery
Available

07467 521760
Please call, text or email for a quote.
24 hour service available
by prior arrangement.

www.rogergunn.co.uk

Telephone 01243 786003
or 07979 752242
located between Lavant and West Dean

Pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com
www.pescadorashire.co.uk
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SMART CARS

Roger Poat & Partners
Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masonry
Consultants

PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI SERVICE
Executive Salon & 6 Seater Cars
Chauffeuring Service
Professional, Personal & Reliable
Accounts & Corporate Business Welcome
Airport, Docks & London Runs
Same Day Courier Parcel Service

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9DE

Telephone 01730 812094
(24 Hours)
• Pre-need Funeral Plans
• Private Chapel

“Any time, any place, anywhere”
FOR QUOTES & BOOKINGS
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

Email: info@rogerpoat.co.uk

0800 44 88 030 / 07823 559099
www.smartcars.uk.com

Michael Miller & Partners Ltd

Southern Counties
Tree Services
Jemma Langford DC

Skilled Surgery in all aspects of Tree Care

Patrick Thomas DC

Treating all musculoskeletal conditions related to the spine, along
with hips, knees, shoulders and many soft tissue injuries.

*Hedge trimming
*Landscaping
*Tree reduction
*Logs supplied

We also offer a range of other treatments with our team of
complementary therapists
Foot Health

Acupuncture
Physiotherapy
Massage
Ear Wax Removal
Hearing Test
Reflexology
Botox and Fillers

Tel: 01243 814854
Mob: 07774 012961
barneslogs@gmail.com

Tel 01798 345145
The Old Bakery Golden Square Petworth West Sussex
GU28 0AP w w w . s o u t h d o w n s c h i r o p r a c t i c . c o . u k

West Sussex Logs

S.T Tree Services
Sam (Treeman) Trott

Logs cut to size,
all seasoned timber
Two days for delivery
once ordered
Contact:
01730814751
07950035997

For All Your Tree Work
and also Hedge Cutting,
Fencing & Gates
plus Logs Supplies
Contact Sam Trott on:
07595 429625
samtrott2189@gmail.com
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We are totally committed to the finest quality
of painting and decorating that there is.
Be it the high-end painting & decorating of apartments and
offices, refurbishment of kitchens & bathrooms, full interior
refurbishments, or renovation works on a listed building,
we ensure that all of our work is carried out thoroughly,
with due diligence by all our painters & decorators.

KLE Decorators Ltd
Unit C12
New Barn Farm
Funtington
Chichester
West Sussex
PO18 9DA

Our decorating services include:

07880 317071
hello@kledecorators.co.uk
kledecorators.co.uk

• Painting

• Coving

• Spraying

• Plaster and render repairs

• Wallpapering

• Woodwork repairs

• Specialist coatings

• Special effects such as
graining, marbling, murals

• Traditional paintwork
• Feature walls

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Sussex
02392 632 275
countryhousecompany.co.uk
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Directory
All Saints Chapel Trust Robert Knight 						
Badminton ClubDavid Rowlands
Bees/Swarms Wisborough Green Beekeepers:

Tom Moore
mob.
eves.

Murray West (local beekeeper) 					
Citizens Advice Bureau
Chichester District Council Enquiries						
District Councillor Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk
Dog WardenOffice
Emergency Office
Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson						
Foresters Arms
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School 						
Bellringing Point of Contact Reverend Vivien
Graffham Archives Robin Brind 						
Graffham Bowls Club
Chairman: Sheila Allen
Secretary: Liz Pegram 		
Graffham Cricket Club 			
Bill Barrett				
Graffham Down Trust 			
Chairman: Jim Kirke		
Graffham Empire Movies 			
Sally Blunt				
Graffham Festival Committee
Simon Mitchell			
Richard Davidson
Graffham Garden Group 			
Martin Buckley			
Graffham Health Support Association 		
Chair Alison Davidson		
Membership Secretary 			
Nicky West			
Hospital Transport & Prescription Collection
Ann Rowney 			
ann.rowney@icloud.com
Loan of Equipment 				
Shirley Behan			
Graffham Nursery c/o School Office						
Graffham Tennis Club 			
Chairman: Beetle Clay		
Membership: Richard Gyles
Coaching: Emma Amin
Graffham Village Shop Association
Chair: Hugh Brown			
Treasurer: Steve Dover
Secretary: Stuart Mathie
Andrew Griffith, MP Arundel and South Downs
Andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund 			
c/o Graffham PC Clerk		
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society
Celia Tinker			
Lodsworth Croquet Club Secretary 		
John West				
Midhurst & Petworth Observer 			
Nikki Jeffery			
National Trust (Lavington Common) 		
Fiona Scully 			
Neighbourhood Watch 			
Michael Crickmay			
Oil Syndicate 				
Derek Bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Foodbank (emergency food supplies)					
Seaford College Office
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) 			
Jane Willmott 			
Three Moles 				
Ollie Boulton & Tom Richardson
Thursday Club 				
Secretary: Diana White		
Treasurer: Diane Bellis
West Sussex County Council
Enquiries				
County Councillor 				
David Bradford			
White Horse
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01798 867 537
01798 861 609
01798 343 470
07984 606 214
01798 867 048
0344 848 7969
01243 785 166
01798 342452
01243 534 734
01243 785 339
01798 867 567
01798 867 386
01798 867324
01798 867199
01798 867619
01798 342 869
01798 867770
01798 867 113
01798 867 026
01798 867346
01798 867 519
01798 867 232
01798 867 234
01798 867 232
01798 867048
07391 802541
01798 867 265
01798 867 324
01798 867 035
01798 867 484
01798 867 063
01798 867 561
07770 499223
01798 867519
01798 867 020
01798 867 287
01798 861 515
01243 534163
01730 816 363
01798 867 486
07501 921 617
01798 867 392
01730 810363
01798 861 303
01798 867 405
01798 867 444
01243 777 100
01243 777 100
01798 867 331

DOCTORS
The Surgery, Petworth 					
Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst 			
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit			
POLICE						
In Emergency dial
					
Non-Emergency dial
Email: 					
101@sussex.pnn.police.uk

01798 342248
01730 812121
01483 782334
999
101

Recreation Ground Committee
Treasurer				
Bernard Bayly
Bookings Secretary			
Peter Carr
				
graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com

1798 867 042
01798 867148

East Lavington Parish Council
Chairman 				
Charles Britton
			
charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk
Clerk 					
Amy Harte
					eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com

07889 979820

Empire Hall Committee 			
empirehall@gmail.com
Treasurer 				
Carole Sargent
Secretary 				
Carol Tompkins
Bookings Secretary 				
Eira Ashby
Hall Promotions
Liz Nicholson, liz.empirehall@gmail.com

01798 867 460
01798 867 773
01798 867 297

Graffham Parish Council
Chairman John Uphill 		
Clerk Sarah Linfield

uphillgpc@gmx.co.uk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk

01798 767 373

editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com

01798 867 065

Graffham Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Rector
		
Reverend Vivien Turner
Church Wardens				
Matthew Pitteway
PCC Secretary				
Diane Bellis
Treasurer graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com Yvonne Butterick

01798 867 199
07557 539 695
01798 867 444
07808 781 510

Lavington Park Federation
Graffham Infant School 				
Duncton Junior School				
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School
		

Office
Office

01798 867 324
01798 342 402
01798 867 324

Jeeva and Vasu

01798 867 700

Graffham Parish News
Editor: Rozie Apps

Graffham Village Shop				

BURST WATER MAINS (Southern Water)		
0800 820 999
POWER CUTS (Scottish & Southern Electric)		
0800 0727 282
DEFIBRILLATORS are located on the wall outside the Empire Hall and inside the small boiler
room door on the north side of St Giles Church. The Code is C240Z.
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