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Cover photo

A happy wedding day took place at St Giles church on Saturday 
15th August for Pete and Vanessa, who have family at Lavington 
Park in our parish. It was lovely to celebrate a wedding again after 
restrictions were lifted and hear Graffham wedding bells ring out 
again. We wish every blessing for future happiness to our newest 
wedding couple.

The door before which they stand is the medieval West Door of the 
church, enjoying a new lease of life just now. A restored garden 
enhances this rediscovered entry to the church. Thank you to Simon 
and Jo for your green fingered kindness here. 
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Love your neighbour

What a year it has been so far, and where are we going next? I find my-
self thinking as the August summer holiday draws to a close and autumn 
beckons. We have had so much sadness at the loss of life in distressing 
circumstances that the virus has brought to our world, and concern now 
for people’s economic security as businesses try to weather the economic 
impact and for young people whose hopes and plans are cast into dis-
array by future uncertainties. Recent experience suggests new challenges 
are likely to throw up as days shorten and glorious sunshine is replaced 
by weather less suited to outdoor living. How should we respond?

Without doubt we will continue to face a raft of limitations which impact 
on us socially and economically. We may be hoping these will be resolved 
by science sooner or later and allow everyone to get back to ‘normal’. 
We are coming to recognise more clearly though, that the lockdown 
spring of 2020 marks a sea-change in human experience and society 
which means we will never quite rediscover that old normality. That is 
sometimes because we cannot, and sometimes because we find we do 
not want to go back to the way things were. Our challenge now is to 
find the best new way, a process in which we all have a part to play. The 
gospel has long challenged people to live simply and unselfishly, kindly 
and compassionately, so I can’t do better than commend a core gospel 
principle for 
us to love our 
neighbour 
(near or far) as 
ourselves. One 
way or another 
this autumn 
each one of us 
will appreciate 
the help and 
support we can 
share, to help 
us through 
come what 
may and define 
society the way 
it should be.
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Ongoing restrictions
At present face coverings are required for services inside church, though 
not for outdoor services. Our Eucharist is taking place in St Giles Church-
yard on Sundays at 10am for as long as weather permits. We are enjoy-
ing this! We wait to discover what restrictions will continue to mean for 
services in our parish this autumn. Be assured we do everything possible 
to ensure our worship is as it should be whatever accommodations need 
to be made. If you feel comfortable doing so, you are most welcome to 
attend. See stgilesgraffham.org website and St Giles Church Graffham 
Facebook page for information.

Harvest
We shall enjoy a Harvest Festival at St Giles church on Sunday 4th Octo-
ber. There will be cake and a rather special celebration. Come and see.

Every blessing
Revd Vivien
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Regular Activities in The Empire Hall

Mondays  
Tuesdays  8.45 – 12.00 POST OFFICE
Wednesdays  
Thursdays  13.45 - 16.30 POST OFFICE
Fridays  9.15 - 10.00 PILATES with Nicola Capes
      Telephone: 07990 517858 or  
      01730812297

Osteopath: Mondays and Thursdays, daytime and early evening. 
Booking required, ring Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 for an ap-
pointment.

Any changes will be posted on the Empire Hall Noticeboard.

The Empire Hall will be available to hire for Children’s Parties,
Wedding Receptions, Private Functions and Classes as restrictions 
allow.

Website  www.empirehall.org.uk
Email  empirehall@gmail.com
Phone  Booking Secretary Eira Ashby 867297
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Lockdown Diaries

In the past five months my small wildflower lawn has been a lifesav-
er for me, an endlessly fascinating focus during this uncertain time. 
However now the spring and summer days of flowers, butterflies 
and bees and thousand other insects have passed and the colours 
of the meadow have started to fade. But, at the end of the sum-
mer, a very colourful animal emerges and takes up residence in my 
wildflower patch. As strange as it may seem I’ve fallen in love with 
a spider. And coming from a lifelong arachnophobe, that’s quite 
a claim. Whereas every other spider species sends me screaming 
in utter terror, the Wasp Spider has melted my heart. Over the past 
few summers we have had Wasp Spiders living in the front lawn. I 
have been hypnotised by their beauty and have spent hours lying 
with them in the long grass, staring lovingly into their eight eyes. 

Wasp Spiders are drop-dead gorgeous. Their rotund abdomens 
are delicately patterned with exotic black, yellow and white stripes. 
Every spider looks subtly different – as if each has been individually 
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hand painted. Their eight legs wear stripy black and white stock-
ings – the sort favoured by the Wicked Witch of the East. This stripy, 
waspish appearance has given the spider its name and is used as a 
defence mechanism to ward off predators who equate this coloura-
tion with being stung. 

They’re a relatively new resident in England. The first British Wasp 
Spider was found near Rye Harbour in 1922. Since then they have 
slowly spread across Sussex and you can find them in any are-
as of grassland. Here inside their long-grass lair they weave their 
silky circular webs which – like all spider webs – are a masterpiece 
of arachnoid architecture. As if proud of her accomplishment the 
Wasp Spider autographs her web with a unique silken squiggle. The 
actual purpose of this thick zigzag flourish (the stabilimentum) is a 
mystery; although some believe it reflects UV light, luring in insects 
who mistake the web for a flower. 

I love them so much that the whole front lawn has become a 
Wasp Spider reserve. The entire management regime of the lawn is 
based around them. At the end of September the female leaves her 
eggs in a marble-sized structure that looks like a delicate striped 
pot made of papier mâché and then, her job done, she dies. In 
September you will find me on all fours, crawling through the long 
grass with a pair of scissors, a slave to a spider. I gently remove 
each and every egg pot and place it somewhere safe so that her 
offspring don’t get damaged when I scythe the lawn. It’ll be worth it 
just to see them again next summer. 

Michael Blencowe
Senior Learning & Engagement Officer
Sussex Wildlife Trust
michaelblencowe@sussexwt.org.uk
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Petworth Heritage Weekend

Enjoy a virtual experience of Petworth – we are going digital on the week-
end of 19th and 20th September.

The Petworth Heritage Weekend team were aiming to build on the 
success of the last three years and we were planning a bigger and better 
event for this year, but the Covid 19 crisis has caused us to reconsider 
what we do.  

The weekend will still be going ahead on the 19th and 20th September 
and some of the venues will be open, with social distancing measures, 
including Petworth House (pre-booking essential), Coultershaw Heritage 
Site and Burton Mill.

However, we are also planning an exciting ‘Digital Experience’ of places 
of interest around the town that will bring to life many of the stories about 
Petworth and will be a taster of what is to come in 2021.

We have created a new webpage where you can learn more and find 
the links to the ‘Digital Experience’.   https://Petworthcommunity.org/pet-
worth-heritage-weekend. Also details of the one hour Self Guided Walk-
ing Tour can be found and downloaded from this site.

Regular updates will also be on our Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/PetworthHeritageWeekend 

We are going to create a Digital Scrapbook of Petworth Memories and 
we would love to hear reminiscences of your life in and around Petworth 
in past years. 

Please send your memories to:  petworthvisionevents@gmail.com
The founding members of the Petworth Heritage Weekend are: 
• Burton Mill
• Coultershaw Heritage Site
• Petworth Cottage Museum
• Petworth & District Community Association
• Petworth House – The National Trust
• Petworth Society
• Petworth Vision
• St Mary’s Church
We have since been joined by the United Reformed Church, Church of 

the Sacred Heart and Petworth Town Band.  
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Covid Community Champions

Graffham Parish Council was delighted that Graffham Village Shop was 
recognised as a Covid Community Champion.

Having been nominated by Graffham Parish Council, Jeeva and Vasu 
were presented with the award by Andrew Griffith, MP for Arundel and 
South Downs. Tirelessly run by Jeeva and Vasu, supported by the Graff-
ham Village Shop Association, and ably helped by a large team of vol-
unteers and part-time staff, the shop  provided a vital service over the 
last four months (as indeed it does all year round). Not only providing its 
usual services, Jeeva and Vasu 
also coordinated a much-need-
ed delivery service to those in 
need within the parish. Many 
congratulations and thanks from 
all the community, to everyone 
involved in the shop.



9

Petworth Area Churches Together  
– working together in harmony

Food Bank Report

The lockdown measures continue to prevent about a dozen of our volun-
teers from doing Foodbank work. Realistically, I cannot see the situation 
becoming safe for them (us!) until there is an effective vaccine and/or 
treatment for Covid19 – so, probably, 9-12 months time.

Demand for food boxes has been low for the past month, presumably 
due to the Government’s financial support for businesses and employees.

During the school summer holidays the Government has been provid-
ing food vouchers for children entitled to free school meals. It is thought 
that the number of children receiving free school meals may double over 
the next month or so, since the number of people receiving Universal 
Credit has doubled.

We do not yet know what the Government’s policy will be regarding 
food vouchers during future school holidays, but in any case it seems likely 
that we will experience an increase in demand for Foodbank boxes once 
the Government’s support for businesses comes to an end in October.

Longer term, we are likely to experience a further increase in demand 
as job losses increase nationally.

Food donation, which had dropped, has picked up again, although it is 
still not quite as high as at the start of lockdown.

Our team of Foodbank volunteers continues to provide a rapid and 
positive response to every request. We continue to deliver donated food 
to Chichester and bring back sorted food, with which we pack our own 
food boxes. This takes a little of the Chichester Warehouse workload and 
is a satisfying activity.

We should be able to continue this activity, because enough of our new 
volunteers will continue to be available after lockdown, and almost all of 
them will be available if a second lockdown happens. That is extremely 
gratifying.

The telephone signposting/counselling service will be initiated towards 
the end of this month and will be centrally administered from Chichester 
District Foodbank. We do not yet have the details on the exact working of 
the scheme.

We have been delighted to add fliers to our food boxes for the ‘Brief 



10

Request’ scheme, which collects new underwear and socks for distribution 
to those who need them. The scheme was set up by Sally Matson of Red 
Card shop in Petworth. A great idea.

Geoff Pye.

N.B. Joanne is retiring as Operations Manager in Chichester after an 
amazing job. It is a paid position. If you would like to chat about the role 
or apply, please get in touch for a full job description and an application 
form.
Tel: 01243 773687
Email: joanne@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk 
Deadline for applying is: 6th September 2020. Interviews: 21st Septem-
ber 2020.

Staying Safe with Bonfires
Chichester District Council would like to make everyone aware of the 
bonfire regulations through lockdown.
The virus brings about respiratory problems for the people who have it. 
Burning any form of open fire during these times would be highly incon-
siderate. Please be particularly mindful of people around you during 
these times. Be aware: If it is established, on reasonable grounds, that 
residents or businesses are burning inappropriate waste items or that 
bonfire smoke is unreasonable, continuing, persistent and leading to a 
detriment of the locality, enforcement action can be taken in accordance 
with the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act (2014). If smoke 
issues are evident, after a formal warning and service of a Notice, then 
a Fixed Penalty Notice of £100 can be served on perpetrators. Failure to 
pay a penalty or continued unreasonable behaviour can lead to poten-
tial prosecution, through the courts, resulting in a fine of up to £2500 
(£20,000 in the case of a company or other legally recognised body) 
and a criminal record.  
If you are experiencing issues with smoke from a bonfire, you can report 
to the Environmental Protection Team. When reporting an issue please 
provide as much information as possible, such as an address, the time 
of reported burning, an indication of the items being burnt and the du-
ration and frequency of burning. For more information please see:
www.chichester.gov.uk/article/25585/Report-bonfire-problem



11

Graffham Virtual Art Festival

Due to lockdown, the 2020 Graffham 
Art Festival will not be taking place in its 
usual capacity. Instead, we’d like to share 
the art with you through the pages of the 
magazine.
Please do get in touch with Rozie (email 
address inside cover) if you’d like to  
include your art in these pages.

Sunset at Halnaker Mill
©Anna Dichmont
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A chestnut Caspian stallion showing off this time, quite a character although 
only 11 hands, like they do, he kept ‘buzzing me’, getting as close as  

possible before swerving away at the last second throughout the photoshoot. 
©Colin Barker

Stopham bridge ©John Pescott
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©Clive McBain
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New flower bed at the Church west door,  
thanks to Simon and Jo Mitchell

©Rosalind Mitchell
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GEM’s 2020 cliff-hanger –  
when do screenings resume?

Graffham Empire Movies’ committee 
held its annual general meeting in 
August to review the 2019-2020 season 
and consider when to resume regular 
screenings.
Spring’s programme was cut short, with 
the final movie scheduled, Wild Rose, 
which had been due to be aired in 

April, cancelled following the pandemic lockdown.
Cinemas have recently been allowed by the government to re-open with 
strict social distancing and hygiene measures, including the need for au-
diences to wear face masks throughout screenings.
The committee’s overall view is that these requirements would not make 
a resumption of regular movie nights in the Empire Hall practical at this 
stage, a ‘trial’ event, to gauge, audience appetite for regular screenings, 
has not been ruled out. So what do you think? Let us know at graffham-
empiremovies@gmail.com – and we’d love to hear what movies you’d 
love to see screened in our village when we can lift the curtain again.

A look back on the past season
Graffham Empire Movies is a non-profit-making organisation aiming to 
raise funds for our lovely Empire Hall by showing films there for members 
of the public. In our 2019-2020 season we screened six movies:
Bohemian Rhapsody
Fisherman’s Friends
Mary Poppins Returns
Colette
Rocketman
Official Secrets

Audiences averaged around 50 a screening – attracted not just by the 
movie but also by the chance to meet and greet neighbours over refresh-
ments from the bar before the film and during the interval. As a result, we 
raised £500 for the Empire Hall and nudged into the right side of break-
even, with thanks to the village’s cinema-goers and the GEM committee.
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The Empire Hall Committee

Annual General Meeting

This will be held in The Empire Hall, while observing social distancing, on 
Thursday 1st October at 7pm. All are welcome to attend.

To ensure that The Empire Hall continues to function, we are in need 
of new committee members. There are several officer positions that will 
need to be filled including Chair and Premises Officer but we also need 
additional committee members. 

For more information please contact our secretary Carol Tompkins car-
atcat712@aol.com or join us at the AGM to meet the rest of the commit-
tee. Thank you.

Fittleworth Flyers Running Club
www.fittleworthflyers.org.uk

On Sunday September 6th, when the Flyers would have been hold-
ing their Annual Flyers Five Race, we are holding a Not The Flyers 
Five – a fun but different initiative.

It will be a grand social run for members only, to celebrate our 
Club, the history of The Flyers 5, and to bring everyone together after 
lockdown.

As ever on our social runs, speed is entirely unimportant – this is 
about everyone having a fun run at their own pace. 

For a bit of a challenge, we will have a ‘naked run’ option. You 
guess your time in advance, run without a watch, and those whose 
finish time is closest to their pre-run estimate will win prizes. 

Afterwards, we will have a picnic on the Fittleworth Sports Ground, 
sticking to social distancing guidelines.

If you know of anyone who has been thinking of joining the Flyers, 
do suggest to them that this might be a great way to start their mem-
bership.

Gerald Gresham Cooke 
01798 342151 
Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com
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80th Anniversary of Benares

The 17th September marks the eightieth anniversary of the torpe-
doing and sinking of the SS City of Benares in 1940, in which 77 of 
90 children being evacuated to Canada died. 

Graffham resident Sonia Williams, now 91 years old, was one of 
the few children who survived. The story of the sinking and Sonia’s 
survival is told in Torpedoed, a book by Deborah Heiligman pub-
lished 2019. Sonia tells us a copy of the book has found its way to 
an inmate on death row in America. Revd Vivien commends it as 
a well-written 
and poignant 
account of a 
terrible inci-
dent during 
the course of 
WWII.

On the 
evening of 
17th Septem-
ber, St Giles 
Church will toll 
its sanctus bell 
once again, 
in memory of 
the 77 children 
and all others 
on board who 
lost their lives 
that night.
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Graffham tennis club report

The tennis season took on a different appearance in this Covid summer, 
but has resulted in plenty of tennis being played. The initial opening 
of the courts post-lockdown allowed intra-household doubles and in-
ter-household singles. As soon as further changes were announced by the 
LTA, the club decided to press ahead with the internal club tournaments, 
particularly since the East Hants leagues were all cancelled.

Enthusiastic participants signed up quickly, and despite the later than 
usual start to the tournaments, early rounds are well under way at the 
time of writing. All that is, except the Ladies’ Singles, where a baffling 
lack of entrants means that the trophy will go to one of only six players. A 
victory for Angie Thornley over Olive Amin remains the only match com-
pleted to date. Possibly the only trophy without her name engraved…yet.

The Ladies’ Doubles, on the contrary, has got off to a strong start with 
some three set matches even in the first round. A fierce tussle took place 
between Dinah Lamming / Sarah Villiers and new competitors, Woppy 
Keeling and Nettie Lanaghan. With the match finely poised the former 
had to concede due to an impending appointment elsewhere, leaving the 
latter to proceed to the next round where they come up against number 1 
seeds and holders Emma Amin and Sian Green. In the lower half of the 
draw, Gill Lawson and Denise Clay emerged as 6=4, 4-6, 6-4 winners 
against the old pairing of Angie Thornley and Philippa Sanders, but fur-
ther progress was thwarted when they came up against the hard-hitting 
pair of Chloe Turrell and Sam Adams.

With a number of twenty-somethings returning to the nest for lock-
down, the competitions saw some entrants who had been absent from 
the tournaments for a number of years. In the Men’s Doubles first round, 
previous winners Andy Craig and Andrew Wilson-Smith were given quite 
a scare by the ‘returners’ Elliott Thornley and Simon Kirke, the youngsters’ 
athletic style stretching the two Andys until the old-timers squeezed out 
the victory in the final set. A mature foursome of Brett Creed and Simon 
Longman versus Stephen Watson and David Sanders resulted in a victo-
ry for the former, with the net play antics of Brett and Simon consistently 
forcing the older pair to the back of the court. The youngest pair of all, 
Jonny Green and Joe Amin, saw off the challenge from Hugo de Burgh 
and golf pro Jack Halsey. In the next round they will face Canice Hogan 
and James Mitford, winners over the father and son pairing of Julian and 
Jasper Oakley.



20

New entrants Chris and Sam Adams have sounded a warning in the 
Mixed Doubles. Playing against the highly-ranked John and Sian Green, 
they closed out the match in two sets. John and Sian had previously won 
comfortably against David and Philippa Sanders. The Adams family next 
face Jonny and Ailsa Green, and could well meet top seeds Emma Amin 
and Andy Craig, who look well placed in the other half of the draw, in the 
final. Emma and Andy first need to overcome Woppy Keeling and Adam 
Pochee who had a comfortable win over Nettie and Brian Lanaghan. 
Dark horses could well emerge from the in-form pair of Angie and El-
liott Thornley, victorious in the first round against Simon Longman and 
Sally Pattie, though they meet the number 1 seeds in the quarter final. It 
was not to be a happy ending for newlyweds Steve and Gill Dover, who 
probably had other priorities when they lost to father/daughter pair Dik 
and Charlotte van Lomwel. Two Hogan partnerships complete the quar-
ter final line-up. Kate Hogan and James Mitford had a thrilling win over 
Susie and Julian Oakley, while Canice Hogan and Emma Harvey enjoyed 
a close match with Joe and Olive Amin.

Nineteen entrants in the Men’s Singles has thrown up some new names 
and potential threats to the Major / Sanders domination of recent years. 
In the first round Elliott Thornley beat Christopher Dumas, Canice Hogan 
beat Hugo de Burgh and Jack Halsey beat Simon Godrey. In the round 
of sixteen Elliott lost to reigning champion Oliver Sanders, who couldn’t 
replicate that form in the quarter final, losing to new member Chris Ad-
ams. Chris had previously taken the scalp of George Pettifer, possibly due 
to the latter’s absence in the Med! Canice went on to lose to Andy Major 
while Jack was beaten by his neighbour Jonny Green. Other round of 16 
matches saw Andy Craig edge out his hitting partner David Sanders and 
Dik van Lomwel get the better of Simon Longman in a match with some 
thrilling rallies. Vincent Leysen earned a place in the quarter finals after a 
withdrawal by James Mitford, setting up a match against Joe Amin, who 
beat Adam Pochee. With Jonny Green beating Dik van Lomwel in the 
quarter final, we will have some thrilling semis and finals to report on in 
the next month or so. Socially distanced spectators welcome!
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O P E N  GA L L E RY

Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th September
11 - 4 at Graffham House

Percentage to St Giles Church
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VJ75

Following a great commemoration of VE75 in on 8th May this 
year, VJ75 was also marked appropriately in a quite different way. 
A memorial service was held in St Giles Graffham churchyard 
on 15 August at 11am. During this service, our sanctus bell was 
tolled 75 times by new bell-ringer Michael Blunt whose father was 
a prisoner of war at Changi prison in Singapore. Flowers were 
also laid at the Graffham War Memorial in memory of those who 
suffered or died in the theatres of war in the far East during WWII. 
We remember the sacrifice of so many and pray with thankfulness 
for the blessings of peace.

VJ service above.
VJ flowers overleaf.
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Graffham Garden Group  
2020 Programme of Outings

September: Thursday 24th
Gilberts Dahlias, Romsey 
1hr 20min drive
This specialist dahlia grower has a field with 400 varieties of dahlias, every 
size, shape and colour. We will have a talk and then afternoon tea. Leaving 
Graffham at 12.40pm, £8.
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October: Monday 19th 
Polesden Lacey
1hr 5 mins drive.
National Trust House and Garden
Leaving Graffham at 9am, we will have a tour of the garden at 10.30am 
and the house at 11.45,am lunch optional in their café.
NT members free, group rate for non-members £13.15 as long as we are 
a minimum of 15.

Please call Carole Kirke 01798 867026 to book any of these trips.

Trips are subject to change dependent on the Coronavirus 
advice at the time.
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Graffham Parish Council (GPC)

Forthcoming Meetings – all dates and venue are subject to Covid-19 
regulations.

Friday 18 September 2020  7pm, Empire Hall
Friday 20 November 2020      7pm, Empire Hall
Friday 15 January 2021         7pm, Empire Hall
Friday 12 March 2021         7pm, Empire Hall
Monday 10 May 2021  Annual Meeting of the Parish, Informal  
     drinks 6.30pm, followed by Meeting  
     7pm. Empire Hall.
Friday 14 May 2021   Annual Meeting of Graffham Parish  
     Council. 7pm.
   
Agendas, along with draft and approved minutes, are available on www.
graffham-pc.uk and on the notice board outside the Empire Hall.  
Other information including contact details for all councillors, dates of 
forthcoming meetings and procedural documents can be found on www.
graffham-pc.uk

Tracy Rowe 
Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk                
01798 867020

The Simon Bates Big Band

Due to the continued pandemic it has been decided to post-
pone this fund raising event till October 16th 2021. More 

information will be available closer to the event. 

Keep your chin up!!!
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Graffham Calendar 2020

September
Fri 18  Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

November
Fri 13  Fleetwood Bac, Graffham Empire Hall
Fri 20  Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

2021
January
Fri 15  Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

March
Fri 12   Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.

May
Mon 10  Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Informal drinks   
  6.30pm, Meeting 7pm.
Fri 14   Annual Meeting of Graffham Parish Council. 7pm.

Cobden Hall Talks

For very obvious reasons the talk we were hoping to hear in 
the Cobden Hall on 22nd September has now been post-

poned. It is, of course, impossible to say when we will be able 
to resume the programme of monthly talks, but please rest 

assured that it will happen when circumstances permit. 
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News from The Lavington Park Federation
Graffham CE Infant and Duncton CE Junior School

Fantastic news about Broadband for Graffham CE Infants

We have been extremely lucky in being chosen for an improvement 
for rural connectivity for schools, completely centrally funded, so 
therefore at no cost to the school. Within the next year, Graffham 
Infant School will receive a high speed (1GB) broadband connec-
tion which will be FTTP (Fibre to the Premises). BT Openreach will 
design a route for the fibre from the nearest existing fibre point of 
access to school. They should include various points where other 
individual properties can connect along the route. Any property that 
the fibre passes should then be able to order a FTTP service offering 
up to 1GB speed.
 
We will keep you all in touch with this excellent news and how the 
next stage progresses. It is a way off yet, but good news for the 
future!

We presume that once ours is installed, people will be able to con-
tact BT for more information. We know very little about the techni-
calities as yet but will pass on more information as soon as we are 
able.

Find out more about our school on our website, at 
www.graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk

Please do take a look at and ‘like’ our Facebook page,
set up by the ‘Friends of Graffham and Duncton’  
www.facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton
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Graffham Nature Watch

For those who don’t know, we now have a wonderful Facebook page to 
share photos of beautiful sights around Graffham. Here are a few recent 
finds from the community.

Common carder bumblebee on lavender at Eastwood Stud Farm
©Paul Stickley
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Flower bed at St Giles
©Rosalind Mitchell
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A beautiful dead oak in the fields near the White Horse, happily left to 
provide habitat for many special creatures. ©Jonathan Simons

A clear shot of the 
Graffham albino 

badger
©Kenny Gillespie
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Graffham from the top of the South Downs
©Helen Brown

Meadow Cranesbill at Heyshott brightens up the  
verges and is possibly native here. ©Jonathan Simons
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Please donate to this food bank by putting any of the listed items in the box 
at the village shop. All items available From Vasu and Jeeva but all donations 
welcome! Any queries please ring Ann Brown on 01798 867561
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Other Churches
Catholic Church
The Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart, Angel Street, Petworth, and St An-
thony and St George, Duncton and The Divine Motherhood & St. Francis 
of Assisi Midhurst. Parish Priest: Fr Peter Newsam 01798 342 169 email: 
pp.petworth@yahoo.co.uk
Sunday 
8.00 Mass at Duncton / 9.30 Mass at Midhurst / 11.00 Mass at Petworth
Weekday Masses: 
Monday No Mass
Tuesday 9.30am Mass at Petworth
Wednesday 9.30am Mass at Midhurst
Thursday 9.30am Mass at Petworth

12.00noon Mass at Midhurst Convent
Friday   6.30pm Petworth
Saturday 9.30am Midhurst
Confessions:  Petworth: Fridays 6.00pm
Midhurst: Saturdays 10.00am
Occasionally there will be changes but when these occur notices are displayed at the 
relevant Churches

Midhurst Methodist Church
Minister: Rev David Muskett 01428 642921 
Sundays 10.00am Morning Worship
Body and Soul worship and lunch 12:30pm 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month (except in August)
Toddler and Carer group 10am Thursdays during term times

Society of Friends (Quakers)
2nd & 4th Sundays 10.30am St Ann’s, Midhurst
Anna Luttman-Johnson 01798 343333

Petworth United Reformed Church
Rev. Anne Lewitt, Minister 
Secretary: Mrs Maureen Purser 01798 343 102
Morning Service: Sundays 10.30am

Petworth Area Churches Together
Friday Coffee Mornings At Petworth United Reformed between 10am and 11am 
– you will be made very welcome. Further information on PACT from Maureen
Purser on 01798 343 102 or their website:
www.petworthareachurchestogether.com
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EASTWOOD	  STUD	  FARM	  
GRAFFHAM,	  PETWORTH	  

Est.	  1983	  

www.eastwoodstudfarm.co.uk	  
We	  have	  vacancies	  for	  

Full	  and	  Part	  
Liveries	  

Please	  call	  Jane	  on	  

07593	  683976	  
Or	  visit	  the	  website	  

Garden & Countryside 
Maintenance 

Lawn Mowing, Strimming, Hedge 
Cutting, Garden Clearance
Fencing & Gates, Tree Work, 

Logs, etc.
Contact Sam Trott on:  

07595 429625
Email:  

samtrott2189@gmail.com

DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL 
Prep School for Boys and Girls 
from Reception - Year 8 

`EXCELLENT’ IN ALL AREAS 
ISI INSPECTION SEPTEMBER 2018 

Mini-bus available 
After school care and activities  

Regular scholarships to senior schools 
Outstanding Pre-School on site

 

The Manor • Church Lane •Bury  
West Sussex • RH20 1PB 

www.dorsethouseschool.com 
01798 831456 

Graffham Parish News is always 
on the look out for exciting news, 

features, articles and photos. If you 
would like to contribute to the 

magazine please email  
the editor, Rozie Apps on: 

editor.graffhamparishnews@
gmail.com 

 The deadline for the next issue 
(September) is 15th August 2020.
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Tel: 01730814269 Mob: 07810246126
email: pwdenyer@btinternet.com

P	  &	  P	  DECORATORS	  
OVER	  TWENTY	  YEARS	  EXPERIENCE	  IN	  ALL	  

TYPES	  OF	  	  
PAINTING	  AND	  DECORATING	  

Friendly	  professional	  service	  -‐	  
Excellent	  references	  

VERY	  COMPETITIVE	  PRICES	  
FREE	  ESTIMATE	  AND	  ADVICE	  

David	  
Tel	  01730	  812	  186	  Mobile	  07751	  248	  593	  

E-‐email: davidpack3@googlemail.com

SMART CARS 
PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI SERVICE 

Executive Salon & 6 Seater Cars 
Chauffeuring Service 

Professional, Personal & Reliable 
Accounts & Corporate Business Welcome 

Airport, Docks & London Runs 
Same Day Courier Parcel Service 

“Any time, any place, anywhere” 
FOR QUOTES & BOOKINGS 

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC 
0800 44 88 030 / 07823 559099 

www.smartcars.uk.com



39

NN oo rr ww oo oo dd   CC oo nn tt rr aa cc tt oo rr ss   
GG AA RR DD EE NN   MM AA II NN TT EE NN AA NN CC EE   

Grass and Hedge cutting, 
Pruning, weeding, 

Planting etc..... 
	  	  

EE NN QQ UU II RR II EE SS ::   
00 11 77 99 88   88 66 77   33 33 88     

OO rr       00 77 99 77 33   33 77 00   77 22 77   

DEEP TISSUE,
REMEDIAL AND
THERAPEUTIC

MASSAGE

Marilyn Ridgway
ITEC, MMTI, MCNHC

01798 344550

andmar2@btinternet.com

Curtain Making Service 
&  

Soft Furnishings

Handmade by Carole Jewell
01730 815144 
07764 233234

carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

West Sussex Logs 

Logs cut to size, 
all seasoned timber
Two days for delivery 

once ordered 
Contact: 

 01730814751 
07950035997

ANGUS	STUDD	
COUNTRYSIDE	SERVICES	LTD	

Tree Surgery 

Cluster Flies 
Hornets 

Wasps 

Mole Catching 
“no Mole, No Fee” 

Telephone:	01798	860983	
Mobile:	07828	134086	

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk	
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Clear all
Pest Control 

 
Fully qualified professional country  

services
 

 Specializing in Hornets, Wasps, Moles, 
Rats, Mice & Flies/Cluster Flies
www.clearallpestcontrol.com

 
Phone Dean on: 

 
07768 986 338 

Water Pipe Repair Services
Allan Marsh
07470 440836

Water pipe repairs
Water pipe renewals

Plumbing repairs
Water leak detection

Lead pipe replacement
Drain repairs

Outside taps fitted
Sinks, baths and toilets

Driveway and footpath repairs

	  

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired  
Heating Engineer

Tel 01798 344 213  
M 07779 11 33 43

Email: caytonsltd@gmail.com

Boilers

Agas

Servicers 
Breakdown 
Installation

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

G. Strowbridge
26 Elmleigh

Midhurst
W. Sussex GU29 9EZ 

Tel. 01730 812011



Roger Poat & Partners
Funeral Directors &  
Monumental Masonry 
Consultants

 

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9DE

Telephone 01730 812094 
(24 Hours)
• Pre-need Funeral Plans 
• Private Chapel
Email: info@rogerpoat.co.uk
Michael Miller & Partners Ltd

ROGER GUNN
GARDEN MACHINERY

SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP

Fast Friendly Service 
Competitive Prices

Collection & Delivery 
Available

www.rogergunn.co.uk
Telephone 01243 786003 

or 07979 752242
located between Lavant and West Dean

Prompt and Friendly
Telephone Fran or Dean on

07768 986 338
Based in Lickfold

Est. 1990
prismwindowcleaningltd.com



Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef

 Dinner Parties Luncheons 
 Weddings Canapes 

 Picnics Buffets 
 Afternoon TeasDesserts 

info@janebellinger.com
www.janebellinger.com

St. Anne’s Cottage, The Street,  
Bury, RH20 1PA

Tel 01798 839433

Martin Taylor
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and 

Cabinet Maker

Fully fitted and freestanding furniture a 
speciality. Cupboards, Wardrobes, 
Radiator Covers, Fitted Kitchens.

Design service available.
Mobile 07704 524252

Graffham 01798 867471 (home) 
martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk

 
 

 

 
JJeemmmmaa  LLaannggffoorrdd  DDCC                      PPaattrriicckk  TThhoommaass  DDCC  

 
Treating all musculoskeletal conditions related to the spine, along 

with hips, knees, shoulders and many soft tissue injuries. 
 

We also offer a range of other treatments with our team of 
complementary therapists 

    
MMMMeeeeddddiiiiccccaaaallll    HHHHeeeerrrrbbbbaaaalllliiiisssstttt    FFFFooooooootttt    HHHHeeeeaaaalllltttthhhh    PPPPrrrrooooffffeeeessssssssiiiioooonnnnaaaallll                    AAAAccccuuuuppppuuuunnnnccccttttuuuurrrriiiisssstttt    

SSSSppppoooorrrrttttssss    MMMMaaaassssssssaaaaggggeeee    TTTThhhheeeerrrraaaappppiiiisssstttt                            PPPPssssyyyycccchhhhooootttthhhheeeerrrraaaappppiiiisssstttt    
    

TTTTeeeellll    00001111777799998888    333344445555111144445555    
    

TThhee  OOlldd  BBaakkeerryy  GGoollddeenn  SSqquuaarree  PPeettwwoorrtthh  WWeesstt  SSuusssseexx  GGUU2288  00AAPP    
wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssoooouuuutttthhhhddddoooowwwwnnnnsssscccchhhhiiiirrrroooopppprrrraaaaccccttttiiiicccc....ccccoooo....uuuukkkk    

 
 

P. TUPPER
Carpenter & Joiner

Lilac Cottage
Graffham
Petworth

Tel: 01798 867256
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An award-winning Chartered Building 
Company that has worked in the 

Sussex area since 1985, 
gaining a well-deserved reputation 

for professionalism, reliability, 
high quality craftsmanship &  
project management skills.  

 
Experienced in all types of building 

projects, from large commercial to the 
sensitive renovation of 

listed buildings, bespoke new-builds 
or extensions & refurbishments. 

 
 

Telephone 01243 542056 
Email martin@msbc.uk.com 

www.msbc.uk.com 

Pescadora’s Private Hire
Airports - Weddings - Goodwood - Fontwell 

Graffham based executive private hire
Call now for a free quotation!

8 seater available by prior agreement

07467 521760
Pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com

www.pescadorashire.co.uk

	   Matt Wheatley 
Local Electrician 

  

Part P Approved Contractor 
Fully Insured 

For prompt & friendly 
service please call: 

01798 860 799 or 
07976 465 974 

email: 
mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com 

Southern Counties  
Tree Services

Skilled Surgery in all aspects of Tree Care

*Hedge trimming
*Landscaping

*Tree reduction
*Logs supplied

Tel: 01243 814854
Mob: 07774 012961

barneslogs@gmail.com
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All Saints Chapel Trust Robert Knight       01798 867 537
Badminton ClubDavid Rowlands      01798 861 609
Bees/Swarms Wisborough Green Beekeepers:           Tom Moore      01798 343 470  
        mob.       07984 606 214
Murray West (local beekeeper)       eves. 01798 867 048
Citizens Advice Bureau       0344 848 7969
Chichester District Council Enquiries      01243 785 166
District Councillor Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk     01798 342452
Dog WardenOffice        01243 534 734
 Emergency Office        01243 785 339
Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson      01798 867 567
Foresters Arms        01798 867 386
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School       01798 867324
Bellringing Point of Contact Reverend Vivien      01798 867199
Graffham Archives Robin Brind       01798 867619
Graffham Bowls Club  
     Chairman: Sheila Allen  01798 342 869
      Secretary: Liz Pegram   01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club    Bill Barrett    01798 867 113 
Graffham Down Trust    Chairman: Jim Kirke  01798 867 026
Graffham Empire Movies    Sally Blunt    01798 867346
Graffham Festival Committee    Simon Mitchell   01798 867 519  
     Richard Davidson   01798 867 232
Graffham Garden Group    Martin Buckley   01798 867 234
Graffham Health Support Association   Chair Alison Davidson  01798 867 232
Membership Secretary    Nicky West   01798 867048
Hospital Transport & Prescription Collection Ann Rowney    07391 802541  
     ann.rowney@icloud.com 
Loan of Equipment     Shirley Behan   01798 867 265
Graffham Nursery c/o School Office      01798 867 324
Graffham Tennis Club    Chairman: Beetle Clay  01798 867 035
     Membership: Richard Gyles  01798 867 484 
     Coaching: Emma Amin  01798 867 063
Graffham Village Shop Association   Chair: Hugh Brown   01798 867 561 
     Treasurer: Steve Dover   07770 499223
     Secretary: Stuart Mathie   01798 867519
Andrew Griffith, MP Arundel and South Downs
     Andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund    c/o Graffham PC Clerk  01798 867 020
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society  Celia Tinker   01798 867 287
Lodsworth Croquet Club Secretary   John West    01798 861 515
Midhurst & Petworth Observer    Nikki Jeffery   01243 534163 
National Trust (Lavington Common)   Fiona Scully    01730 816 363
Neighbourhood Watch    Michael Crickmay   01798 867 486
Oil Syndicate     Derek Bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Foodbank (emergency food supplies)     07501 921 617
Seaford College Office        01798 867 392
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT)    Jane Willmott    01730 810363
Three Moles     Ollie Boulton & Tom Richardson 01798 861 303 
Thursday Club     Secretary: Diana White  01798 867 405
     Treasurer: Diane Bellis  01798 867 444
West Sussex County Council    Enquiries    01243 777 100
County Councillor     David Bradford   01243 777 100 
White Horse         01798 867 331

Directory
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DOCTORS
   The Surgery, Petworth             01798 342248
   Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst           01730 812121
   Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit                        01483 782334 
POLICE        In Emergency dial      999
                 Non-Emergency dial      101
Email:         101@sussex.pnn.police.uk
 
Recreation Ground Committee 
   Treasurer            Bernard Bayly        1798 867 042
   Bookings Secretary                 Peter Carr      01798 867148
           graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com
 
East Lavington Parish Council  
   Chairman            Charles Britton 
        charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk  
   Clerk                   Amy Harte      07889 979820 
     eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
  
Empire Hall Committee            empirehall@gmail.com
   Treasurer           Carole Sargent      01798 867 460 
   Secretary          Carol Tompkins      01798 867 773
   Bookings Secretary     Eira Ashby     01798 867 297
   Hall Promotions          Liz Nicholson, liz.empirehall@gmail.com 
 
Graffham Parish Council
   Chairman John Uphill             uphillgpc@gmx.co.uk      01798 767 373
   Clerk Tracy Rowe                      graffhampc@gmx.co.uk      01798 867 020
 
Graffham Parish News  
   Editor: Rozie Apps         editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com      01798 867 065
 
Graffham Parochial Church Council (PCC)
   Rector                                      Reverend Vivien Turner     01798 867 199
   Church Wardens        Matthew Pitteway     07557 539 695
   PCC Secretary               Diane Bellis      01798 867 444
   Treasurer   graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com   Yvonne Butterick     07808 781 510
 
Lavington Park Federation 
   Graffham Infant School           Office      01798 867 324
   Duncton Junior School          Office      01798 342 402
   Friends of Graffham & Duncton School                   01798 867 324
  
Graffham Village Shop          Jeeva and Vasu      01798 867 700
  
BURST WATER MAINS (Southern Water)  0800 820 999
POWER CUTS (Scottish & Southern Electric)  0800 0727 282
Defibrillator at the Empire Hall CODE: C240Z

Directory



Delivering service, quality and creativity to your event 
With over 30 years in business and an esteemed 
reputation in West Sussex and surrounds, we pride 
ourselves on excellent personal service. Along with 
new ownership, we’re delivering creative event 
management ideas to enhance our offering. 

Fixed frame marquees are modular, with no centre 
poles or guy ropes making them the most flexible form 
of marquee. We can cater for the largest numbers of 
guests – the strength and durability makes them the 
best marquee available for cold and wet weather.

01403 820 020 or 07770 444 401
www.petworthmarqueehire.co.uk

SUSSEX  |  SURREY  |  HAMPSHIRE  |  LONDON

 INTRODUCTORY OFFER*

10% DISCOUNT ON FIRST TIME HIRES*,  
JUST QUOTE ‘BIG TOP 19’ ON ENQUIRY.

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY




