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Painting hope
Whenever you step out into the street and lanes of Graffham, you are
sure to meet people along your way and exchange a cheerful word. In a
recent chance meeting, we noted there are numerous newcomers to our
village. If you are new to Graffham yourself reading this, welcome! We
then reflected on how houses may feel about being empty. The thought
was expressed, that houses have a distinctive personality. Houses need
to negotiate change, get used to new people, develop a relationship with
their new occupants, turn themselves once more into a home. A few hold
some unhappy memories within them, which need to be overcome. Most
are just waiting to actively welcome new life within their walls.
My thoughts turned to our church, for many the most important building in the village that is everyone’s ‘home’. How even if St Giles may be
unoccupied, as happened during lockdown, our church is never empty.
It holds within it all the memories of a community, happy and sad, over
many centuries. It resolves unhappiness, celebrates joy and offers hope,
because of the abiding presence of God within its walls.
We were delighted recently to receive the gift of a painting which interprets this visually. The painter has depicted the presence of Christ within
the nave of St Giles Church, as she understands and experiences Him
here. It is a deeply personal and profoundly moving work of art. Painted
during the pandemic following a time when services were suspended in
our church, it illustrates God’s abiding presence with us, whatever we
may be going through. We are most thankful for this painting in expressing our experience of Christ with us in all our joys and trials, and distinctively present for us in this sacred Graffham ‘home’. Christ’s arms are
open for us whenever we enter here.
Help us look after this precious space, keep its walls safe and strong,
keep its community vibrant, welcoming, active in loving service. Support
us if you can. Come to church yourself. Be part of this good foundation of community life in our village. It will bring you joy. Newcomer or
long-standing resident, young or old, know you are welcome here.
Wishing you every blessing Reverend Vivien
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Graffham
Flower Show
Saturday July 24th in the Empire Hall
(Covid rules permitting)
Classes for Flowers, Vegetables,
Cookery and Photographs
Entry forms (schedule of classes) will
be distributed by mail by end June
Also available from the shop
Any questions to Peter Hardcastle
(867446)
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Graffham Tennis Club
We’re delighted the revised easing of restrictions means our Tennis Week
(24th-30th July) should go ahead as planned. This means a return of the
popular village rounders match on Saturday 24th and a warm welcome
to stay for a BBQ with the bar open into the evening. We have a packed
program of events and social evenings so look out for the timetable for
further details of how to get involved.
The long days of June are a busy time in our calendar as we try to play
as many league matches as possible into the long weekday evenings,
however the rain has caused several cancellations this month. Between
the showers our Ladies A team beat Headley 8-0 but our Ladies B lost to
both Steep and Haslemere C. A notable performance was the debut of
Olive Amin, playing her first league match and winning three sets. Olive
certainly takes after her mum as Emma Amin and Andy Craig are the first
tournament winners of 2021, taking the mixed doubles title on a brilliant
day of tennis where nine pairs played short sets to decide a final match,
completing the tournament in one day! Congratulations Emma and Andy.
The club would very much like to thank and offer our best wishes to
Alan and Diana Hill from Selham House who have generously donated
their tennis equipment as they emigrate. We’re very grateful and excited
to make good use of a ball machine, a box of practice balls and a net
perfect for our temporary grass courts. All will be used in Tennis Week.
As ever – a warm welcome awaits all ages and
abilities, so please join us
on the courts. Here’s to a
great summer of tennis and
to those lucky enough to
attend Wimbledon.
Simon Longman
Chairman
www.graffhamtennis.co.uk
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Tennis, Sports & Social Week - 2021



Sat 24th July



Sun 25th July



Mon 26th July 


Tue 27th July



Wed 28th July 


Thurs 29th July 
Fri 30th July

Saturday 24th July – Friday 30th July

9.00 - 10.30AM
9.30AM
11.00AM
3.00PM
5:00PM 10.00AM
2.00PM
5:00PM 9.00AM-2.30PM
3:00-6:00PM
6:00-7:00PM
9.00AM-2.30PM
4:00-6:00PM
6.00 PM
9.00AM-2.30PM
6.00PM
7.00PM
9.00AM-2.30PM
6.00 PM

 9.00AM-2.30PM
 5:00PM

Coffee and Bacon Butties in Pavilion
‘Generation Game’ Mixed Doubles
Teas & Cake
Rounders - All welcome
Evening drinks reception and BBQ
Men’s Doubles
Cricket (softball – mixed and all ages welcome)
Bar and BBQ
Junior/Academy Coaching
Junior match vs Rogate
Junior Club night followed by pizza and coke
Junior/Academy Coaching
Seniors event
EHL Mixed vs Haslemere
Junior/Academy Coaching
EHL Ladies A vs Medsted A
Club Curry (Pre-pay by Mon 26th July)
Junior/Academy Coaching
Club Night - American Doubles Format
All members welcome, pavilion bar open
Junior/Academy Coaching
Family Club Night (Ball machine games with
prizes)
END OF WEEK BBQ, Pavilion bar open

ENQUIRIES for ANY events PLEASE use our
admin@graffhamtennis.co.uk email or SEE BELOW & CALL NOW!

Philippa Sanders
Simon Longman
Richard Hopp
Denise Clay
Brett Creed







07853 921825
01798 867317
01243 784776
07771 948343
07828 697344

‘Generation Game’ Mixed Doubles
Sunday Men’s Doubles
Junior/Academy Coaching
Rounders
Cricket

6

The Cuckoo
I’m turning 50 at the end of July. I’m sat here in my slippers listening to a
Neil Diamond album and thinking that it doesn’t feel all that long ago
that I was leaping around at the front of a punk gig. Today my music of
choice seems much less offensive and I find myself harking back to a simpler, happier time when young punks were lining up to shock me. Nowadays, when I feel the need to be outraged, I turn to a bird whose scandalous behaviour still embodies the filth and the fury of The Sex Pistols in
their prime.
The cuckoo creates avian anarchy in the UK every summer. If you delight in watching the honest, hard-working attempts of birds to build a
home and raise a family then the cuckoo sticks two feathers up to you. Its
non-conformist lifestyle is ‘a monstrous outrage on maternal affection’, ‘a
blight on creation ’. The male cuckoo doesn’t hide his contempt for
society. Each spring he announces his arrival by shamelessly shouting his
name across Sussex. It’s the one bird call in Britain which everyone recognises. Two simple chords (just like all the best punk songs). Cuckoos
also utter a callous cackle that would make any panto villain proud.
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It’s almost as if they can’t stop the evil within from bubbling out;
‘Mwah-ha-ha-ha’.
But save your boos and hisses for the female cuckoo. She coldly
targets a couple of unsuspecting love-birds, patiently stakes out their
nest and then strikes. After snatching one of their eggs in her beak she
fires her own replacement egg into the nest and scarpers. It’s over in
ten seconds. The parents return to the same number of same-coloured
eggs; they suspect nothing. This perfect crime can be re-enacted in a
further twenty nests.
With baby cuckoos there’s no nature or nurture argument. They’re
simply born bad. Upon hatching the evil infants first instinct is to eject
all other eggs from the nest. Once alone this bully incessantly screams
‘feed me, feed me’ at its bewildered surrogate parents who are so busy
finding food they don’t have the time to stop and say ’Hey, wait a
minute...’. The imposter grows bigger... and bigger...eventually outgrowing the nest until it resembles a coconut in an egg-cup.
As you read this our adult cuckoos will already be on a carefree
cruise back to Africa. Yet despite the trail of chaos and outrage they
leave in their wake, our cuckoos have recently started doing something
that has really upset us all – they’ve stopped coming back. That distant
two-chord call is becoming more and more distant each year. Cuckoo
numbers are dropping, possibly due to a lack of food in England, in
Africa and on the migration routes in-between.
Could it be possible this wonderful bird with its songs and bad behaviour may, like punk rock, be consigned to a lost era of our history?
Now that really would be an outrage.
Michael Blencowe,
Head of Community Action for Wildlife
Sussex Wildlife Trust,
michaelblencowe@sussexwt.org.uk
Image © Bob Eade
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In Praise of Sustainable Packaging
If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it, so the saying goes. I must admit I am in awe
of the humble egg box.
I was reminded of this when there was a recent shortage of these overlooked items of daily life. Eggs individually or on big trays are not very
easy to deal with (especially on a bike!). But the egg box is designed so
well – protecting fragile eggs for storing and transporting with minimum
material. They are also made from recycled card which can be re-used,
recycled again and even put in the compost where it safely breaks down
(double check the information on the box).
Good design and environmentally friendly materials save natural resources and reduce pollution locally and globally, so whenever this happens it is well worth celebrating and supporting.
Packaging plays a big part in our lives – with its convenience but also its
wastefulness. It is an international and global issue with local and global
consequences. Each day, un-recyclable and un-compostable waste packaging floods into our county, some is useful for health and hygiene products, but much is unsustainable over-packaging, using materials such as
expanded polystyrene and single-use plastics.
As residents and visitors to West Sussex we need to reject these kinds
of materials and their over-use. You can also look at our Zero-Waste or
plastic free alternatives on @WSRecycles on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. If everyone rejected one piece of unneeded plastic or packaging
everyday the world would change very quickly.
If we can seek out the less wasteful designs, materials and systems,
re-use and recycle when we can, then we can play an important part in
looking after our lovely planet.
So, I pay tribute to my packaging hero – the egg box!
For additional information on recycling at home see our videos on how
Mia Recycles www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/mia-recycles
Email: Waste.Prevention@westsussex.gov.uk with any tips you have or
advice you would like!
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GRAFFHAM & DUNCTON SCHOOLS

SUMMER
AUCTION

Friends of
Graffham &
Duncton are
hosting an
online auction!
No matter how big
or small it may be,
all donations will
really help our
fundraising efforts,
allowing us to buy
valuable resources &
experiences for our
children.

Help us raise
funds for your
village's local
primary school
by donating an
auction prize.

To donate a prize, please email us with the details,
any time up until the end of the auction
friendsofgraffhamandduncton@gmail.com
To view the auction & place a bid, visit
jumblebee.co.uk/fgdsummerauction
Auction closes 16th July 2021
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Graffham Virtual Art Festival
Please do get in touch with Rozie (email
address inside cover) if you’d like to include
your art in these pages.
Below: Painting by Clive McBain
Right: © Colin Barker. The walnut tree is a lovely natural image, depicting
a pastural scene under a large walnut tree, showing a suckling caspian
colt. The temperature was around 44oC, so the shade was welcome, and
so was the tea!
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Below: Painting by Richard Davidson
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Graffham Calendar 2021
July
Mon 19
Sat 24-30
Sat 24

East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
Graffham Tennis Club, Tennis Week
Graffham Flower Show, Empire Hall

August
Fri 20		

Graffham Down Trust Quiz Evening, 7.30pm Empire Hall

September
Sat 4		
Comedy Dinner – Only Fools and Horses, a dinner show
(by the same company that did the Allo Allo event last year
for the Petworth nursing home).
Sat 11		
Chaps Choir and Anna Tabbush, Empire Hall, time TBC
Mon 20
East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
October
Sat 16		

The Simon Bates Big Band a 17 piece big band with swing
dance demos/teachers in the house. Delayed from this year.

November
Fri 12		
Fleetwood Bac (a Fleetwood Mac tribute band). Delayed
from this year.
Mon 15
East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.

St Giles Church –
Parish Priest’s Discretionary Fund
This fund provides occasional support to
local people as required. If you think we
might help you, we’ll be glad to do so if
we can. Contact Revd Vivien at
reverendvivien@gmail.com
01798 867199
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July Church Services in Graffham
Visitors to Graffham are welcome at all our services

Sunday 4 July at St Giles Church

BCP Matins 9am - Parish Eucharist 10.230am
Tuesday 6 July at All Saints Chapel
Morning Prayer 9am
Saturday 10 July at St Giles Church
Wedding of Chloe Ashton and Anthony Mabille at 3.30pm

Sunday 11 July at St Giles Church
No Matins. Parish Eucharist 10.30am
Evensong at All Saints Chapel 6pm
Tuesday 13 July at All Saints Chapel
Morning Prayer 9am
Saturday 17 July at St Giles Church
Wedding of Helena Sykes and Angus Pettifer at 2.45pm

Sunday 18 July at St Giles Church

BCP Matins 9am - Parish Eucharist 10.30am
Tuesday 20 July at All Saints Chapel
Morning prayer 9am

Sunday 25 July at St Giles Church

No Matins. Parish Eucharist 10.30am.

St Giles Church is at the far end of Graffham Street near the Downs.
All Saints Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop.
See www.stgilesgraffham.org or St Giles Church Graffham Facebook page to confirm
services. Contact reverendvivien@gmail.com for link to
Zoom Night Prayers on Wednesday evenings at 7pm
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War Memorial Centenary Commemoration
We were pleased to gather on Saturday 12th June in the warm afternoon
sunshine at 3pm to remember an important Graffham event of 100
years ago, the unveiling of the Graffham War Memorial. The service on
that day in 1921 was less than three years after the end of World War
1. Many Graffham residents would have been grieving the loss of loved
ones, husbands, fathers, sons, be sharing in compassion for others or
have painful memories of first-hand experience of warfare.
In the service, Sir James Buchanan Bart asked Lt-General Sir Ivor Maxse KCB, CB, CVO, DSO to unveil the monument and give an address.
Hymns were sung, the names of the fallen read out and, following two
minutes of silence, prayers were said. The monument was dedicated to
the glory of God and in memory of those who have fallen in the Great
War, by the Rector, the Revd C A K Hockey. A blessing was offered, and
the Last Post sounded. After this, the relatives and friends of the fallen
were given the opportunity of placing flowers on the memorial. One can
imagine all the people gathered there for the service with flowers in their
hands, ready to place them in memory of those they loved.
We remembered all this, as we held our own commemoration 100
15

years later, heard the
words of one of the
hymns sung that earlier
day, kept two minutes of
silence and said prayers.
We rededicated our
memorial to the memory
of all who die in warfare,
and those who grieve
their loss, 100 years to
the hour after its first
dedication. Then we laid
our own garden flowers, just like Graffham
residents before us, in
respect for those who die
in warfare and all who
suffer grief. Thank you to
everyone participating in
this honourable activity
on the centenary day.
The poignancy of verses
of a hymn sung in 1921,
should not be lost on us.
God of the living, in Whose eyes
Unveil’d Thy whole creation lies;
All souls are Thine;
we must not say
That those are dead that pass away;
From this our world of flesh set free,
We know them living unto Thee.
Not spilt like water on the ground,
Not wrapp’d in dreamless sleep profound,
Not wandering in unknown despair,
Beyond Thy Voice, Thine Arm, Thy care;
Not left to die, like fallen tree,
Not dead, but living unto Thee.
16

The Empire Hall Spring Event
Saturday 29th May turned out to be a warm and sunny day and
ideal for our Spring Event. Thanks to the generosity of the village we
had a range of raffle and auction prizes. Our village bakers rose to
the challenge and provided cakes and bakes for the produce stall
and refreshments.
We had various art and craft stalls and a plant stall in the wonderful setting of our new outside area behind the hall. We had a constant gentle flow of villagers and visitors to Graffham. It gave people a chance to catch up with friends, for the first time in months, in
the sunshine.
Graffham villagers you are amazing! Thanks to you we raised
£3393.86. We could not have done this without all those that contributed by donating prizes for the raffle and auction, buying raffle
tickets and bidding, or turning up and spending on the day. Thank
you.
The Empire Hall continues to be a village asset and our aim is to
continue to provide a focal point for village events, to hold various
forms of entertainment and supply community services. Your support ensures the hall is available for all to enjoy.
We are slowly opening up, in line with Government guidelines,
and we look forward to welcoming you all back. Upcoming events
will be advertised on our website and in the Parish Newsletter or
contact our Promotions Officer, Liz Nicholson liz.empirehall@gmail.
com 07543 670586
With Many Thanks,
Jacky Gregory
The Spring Event Committee
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Empire Hall Sping Event – prize winners
Prize					
Luxury Hamper
Garden Hamper			
Pamper Hamper			
Two Tickets for Empire Hall		
Two Tickets for Empire Hall		
Bottle of Tinwood
Stansted Park Family Ticket		
2 bottles of wine			
2 Yankee Candles			
Coastal Walk Candle		
Doggy Package			
Window Ornament			
Mushroom Glass			
Glass Ornaments			
Strawberry Pot			
Graffham Bowls Club		
Mug
Door Knobs 			
Door Knobs 			

Winner’s name
Knight
Mel
Edge
Barrett
McLean
Bradley
Runham
Edge
Taylor
Brown
Karin
Young
Davidson
Carr
Leaver
Brown
Harper
Churchward
Bradley

Auction Winning Bids
Take to the Skies
Shooting Lesson
Oil Painting Tuition
Look at a Beehive
Portrait of a Pet
‘View from The Trundle’
Kayaking		
Dog Bed		
Nordic Walk		
Tennis Club Membership
Tennis Coaching

Manny Aparicio
Ben Pamplglione
Livi Gregory-Pulling
Michael Hlavaty
Karen Casey
Martin Taylor
Karen Casey
Carol Kirke
Carole Kirke
Marie Bracey
Emma Vernon

Walk with Donkeys

Joanna Morris

Diptyque Candles			
Hotel & Yankee Candles		

Jill Mclean
Joanna Morris
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Noise Attenuation in the Garden
Noise, or more accurately, unwanted sound, is becoming an ever-increasing problem which garden designers may be asked to address as
part of their design commission. Many people may have lived with unwanted sounds filtering into their homes and gardens for many years,
and only recently become more aware of the problem. Others moving
into new build sites may be acutely aware as there is little in the way of
established vegetation to absorb the sound waves they discover invading
their new environment.
Noise attenuation may be relieved by increasing the distance between
the source and affected site, or by interrupting and absorbing the sound
waves on their journey through the air. As it is rarely possible to increase
the distance, barriers of some type need to be erected. There are many
sources of noise pollution. Motorways, even some distance away, can
provide a constant drone, which becomes an irritant, especially at certain
times of the day, or during weekends when you are trying to relax in the
garden.
Noise is caused by vibrations in the air which cause variations in the
air pressure, resonating outwards from the source. Some sites are affected by aircraft noise, and therefore the problem may be coming from
more than one source. This is all basic knowledge, but when it comes to
discussing noise issues, it is important to understand and obtain correct
information in order to begin to address it.
Noise may become more problematic during tenancy, both in frequency
of time of day or week, but also the sound frequency of the vibrations,
or decibel levels which may become more uncomfortable to the hearer.
Higher pitched sounds, or lower, more persistent noise may become the
problem. As a designer, it is useful to understand the type of noise pollution the home owner is seeking to subdue or attenuate.
Bear in mind, that things such as noise and sound are subjective. There
is no sensible way that as a designer you can be expected to offer a
solution that may be measured (even though sound can be measured
using a decibel recorder, the actual levels and pitch will be in the ears of
the owner, and therefore one should avoid making any promises of level
reduction) in a manner that could be considered contractual.
Assessing the source and intensity of problematic noise levels
Recognition of the source of the noise should be noted in a survey, con20

ducted over several days. Aircraft sounds will usually be arriving from
overhead, whilst traffic noise may be from more than one direction and
level of irritation. A motorway drone from the east, fast moving traffic
from the west and a school playing ground from the north. Single point
noises are generally more easily resolved, unless they are particularly
loud and to an unacceptable pitch.
Sound waves are significantly reduced if they pass through solid objects
or are reflected off them. However, they may be trapped or absorbed by
other materials that are not solid. Solid objects may redirect sound waves,
such as mounds or berms may deflect soundwaves away from the source,
usually directed skywards as they ‘bounce’ off the rounded shape of a
mound or curved surface.
Sound travels across surfaces, and may be deflected or channelled, an
occurrence often seen in cities when sound bounces between walls and
glass buildings, increasing in intensity by conflation. New build sites may
act in a similar way until vegetation grows and helps to absorb those
deflected sound waves.
Remember too, that noise levels may be reduced by perception in the
ears of the owners simply over time, whereby occupants becomes accustomed to the sounds and unwittingly start to ignore the level or degree of
irritation. Put simply, they learn to live with the problem!
Looking at ways to reduce noise levels, in real terms, start with overhead sounds from aircrafts. Whilst there is little that can be done to
reduce the volume arriving on site from the clear air above, sound may
be absorbed through vegetation, by reducing the deflected sound waves
from bouncing off a smooth surface. Hence a lawn laid to wildflowers,
with taller grasses with large open seed heads will effectively reduce the
opportunity for sound waves to resonate off the ground.
Mounds or berms need not be too high. Even at 1200mm, aerially
sourced sounds may be ‘lifted’ or steered upwards, and if the berm is
planted with noise absorbing trees and shrubs, this will achieve a high
level of reduction in decibels. Experiments along highways indicate that
trees planted with gaps are more effective than densely planted sites,
because people believe that they are hearing less noise. A solid planting
of trees increases people’s perception of noise as their ears are trying to
locate the source, i.e. actively listening for the cause.
Acoustic fencing is available in various heights (up to around 2400mm)
which provide a degree of relief. Some have slats that are angled to
deflect sound waves downwards, into the ground, or skywards, much as
21

the sound barriers in use at airfields. This recognition of the source of the
sound waves becomes very important. If the source is from above, the last
thing you need to do is return the sound waves from whence they came!
Acoustic barriers and fences may be visually hard, and require a lot of
screening to disguise their harshness. However, they may be the only
effective resolution if the nearby road is the cause of the problem, and a
hard screen the only practical option. Therefore, sound absorbing panels
will be preferable to sound deflecting ones. These absorbing panels have
double sides, with a gap in the middle to effectively smother the sound
waves. These gaps may be filled with additional material such as heather
or cocoa matting which will greatly increase the capacity for capturing noise.
Vegetation as attenuation
Trees and shrubs are invaluable in that they can reduce the amount of
high frequency sound waves more readily than low frequency noise. The
effect of planting trees is to disseminate the sound waves, through the
branches, absorb them into the leaf surface, or interfere with the passage
of the sound. Therefore, the more leaves and branches within the structure,
the greater the reduction in noise. It necessarily follows therefore, that
trees with larger leaves will be more effective than thin needle-like leaves.
Some tree leaves, such as Sorbus aria lutescens, have soft, hairlike undersides which are very effective in capturing and holding sound waves.
Experiments have proven that the trunk of a tree is the most effective in
reducing sound, although I would aver that must depend on the type of
tree and smoothness of the bark. Certain treelike shrubs such as Acer
campestre, with its rugged bark on both trunk and branches, make excellent sound absorbing screens and barriers.
Others include Prunus lusitanica, Ilex in variety, Quercus ilex, Ligustrum,
Griselinia and Pittosporum tobira. Many others may be useful as pollution
filters, and mixed in with these basic foundation sound absorbers. I have
nominated the plants above as they will ‘capture’ sound waves in an
effective manner.
Bear in mind that as trees grow, their capacity to absorb sideways or
lateral sound waves diminishes as their branches become higher. Underplanting will certainly help with these changes, although ground leaf fall
has been proven to be an effective method of ‘collecting and retaining’
sound waves.
There are a number of studies available on noise attenuation produced
by engineers and others, primarily addressing environmental issues such
22

as those required for Planning and/or Governmental reasons, and others involving noise pollution regarding motorways and local nuisance. To
the average homeowner, and garden designer, these are fairly irrelevant,
unless you are working on a large-scale estate project.
To summarise; work to identify the source of the noise, level and frequency
i.e. low level humming or high pitch penetrating sounds, and their direction
preferably over a period of time, noting any particularly noisy periods.
Look at the whole of the site and space available. Deflect as many
sound waves as you can at the garden boundaries, absorb, deflect, suppress and smother others using whichever methods the site will allow.
If all else fails, try and provide at least one area – one noise free oasis – within the garden into which the owners may retire away from the
majority of the offending sounds by using a combination of the methods
outlined above.
Alan Sargent FCIHort MPGCA
www.landscapelibrary.co.uk

PCC members and church officers
following APCM 23 May 2021
Revd Vivien Turner: PCC Chair
Ms Virginia Barrett: Churchwarden
Ms Diane Bellis: PCC Secretary
and Deanery Synod Member
Ms Ann Brown: PCC and
Deanery Synod Member
Ms Yvonne Butterick: PCC Member and Treasurer
Mr Matthew Pitteway: PCC Member
Mr Stuart Lewis: PCC Member
and Fabric Group chair

Ms Jan Brind: PCC Member
Mr Michael Blunt: PCC Member
and Sustainability Officer
Ms Marie Bracey: PCC Member
Ms Fiona Mackie: PCC Member
Mr John Sutton: Electoral Roll
Officer
Ms Sonya Gillespie: Safeguarding Officer
Ms Rozie Apps: Parish Magazine
Editor

It would not be possible for our church to function without these
voluntary supporters who give so generously of their time and
expertise to help our church and village community thrive here.
THANK YOU!
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Regular Activities in The Empire Hall
Mondays		
Tuesdays		
Thursdays				

Fridays

(see below) OSTEOPATH
8.45 – 12.00
9.00 – 11.00

POST OFFICE
GREAT FEET (see below)

10.30 – 11.30

EASE INTO EXERCISE
Abigail Martin (07523 860167)
(see below) OSTEOPATH
14.00 – 16.30 POST OFFICE
10.30 – 11.15

PILATES – Nicky Capes
(07990 517858 or 01730 812297)

(IF COVID RESTRICTIONS ALLOW)
• Osteopath: Mondays and Thursdays, daytime and early evening.
Booking required, ring Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 for an appointment.
• Great Feet (Chiropodist’s Visit): Tues 13th July 9.00 – 11.00 Treatment
Room. GHSA members only. Booking required, Vikki Wood
(07825 185880)
Any changes will be posted on the Empire Hall Noticeboard. The Empire
Hall will be available to hire for Children’s Parties,
Wedding Receptions, Private Functions and Classes as restrictions allow.
Website
Email		
Phone		

www.empirehall.org.uk
empirehall@gmail.com
Booking Secretary Eira Ashby 867297
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Graffham Nature Watch
For those who don’t know, we now have a wonderful Facebook page to
share photos of beautiful sights around Graffham. Here are a few recent
finds from the community.
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Left: ©Paul Stickley
Above: Lesser Wintergreen © Jonathan Simons
Below: Fox-and-cubs © Jonathan Simons
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Above: © Andrew Shawcross – Right: © Ann Rowney
Below left: © Paul Stickley – Below right: © Hanna Stickley
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Empire Hall events
Fingers crossed for resumption of live performances at the Empire Hall!
Only Fools and Three Courses!
Lovely Jubbly! The Only Fools & Horses Comedy Dinner Show is an
interactive dinner show provided by professional actors where the audience dine in Del Boy’s very own restaurant. On this occasion the main
course will be provided by our very own Heath End Hut. There will be two
choices for each course of food that you will need to preselect from in the
fullness of time.
You will simply love this hilarious tribute featuring all of your favourite
bits from the classic sitcom. There’s everything from BATMAN and ROBIN
to BLOW UP DOLLS, from HOOKY GOODS to club singer, TONY ANGELINO’s infamous performance of ‘Crying’. DEL BOY’s up to his old tricks,
RODNEY’s on the run from DAMIEN, TRIGGER’s lost his broom and UNCLE ALBERT’s desperate to sing his sea shanty.
Classic comedy chaos as only the Trotters could serve up. You know it
makes sense!
If the show has to be cancelled for any reason (including Covid) the
ticket cost will be refunded, but the service charge of £0.50 per tickets will
be retained to cover the cost of providing the online service.

Our good wishes and prayers for joy go to Chloe and Anthony,
and to Angus and Helena, two couples looking forward to their
wedding days at St Giles Church in July. We hope to see photos
of your happy days next month. Listen out for the bells ringing
out in celebration for them as, at last, all our six bells are allowed to ring again!
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Saturday 4th September
Empire Hall, Graffham
Doors and Bar opens 7.00pm
Dinner and two and a half hour show starts 7.30pm

Tickets for 3 course meal and show £30.00 per person.
(Ideally tables of 6)

This is a fund raising
event so wine will be on
sale in the hall, if you
bring your own
‘corkage’ of £5.00
will be requested.

a visit to
y
a
P ’s new restaurant…
Boy y jubbly
!
De l
el

Lo v

Tickets available on line through
hall facebook page and hall
website from 1st week July.

www.empirehall.org.uk
This event can only go ahead if COVID regulations allow,
tickets will be refunded if we cannot go ahead.
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Graffham Bygones

Dabbling for Wasters
It would be thought, looking out over the landscape of Graffham, located
on a series of Rother tributaries, sandwiched between the north scarp of
The Downs and the Sussex Weald, that farming and forestry would have
been the primary industries in years gone by.
The Downs are sheep, the Weald is corn:
You be glad you are Sussex born!
Rudyard Kipling
Surprisingly, it is ceramics that is the oldest Graffham industry. For
hidden beneath our feet are two of the natural resources required: Folkestone sand and Gault clay. This heavy Sussex clay was known in the
local dialect as ‘loving mud’. In addition, the stains of red ochre deposits
can be seen in streams around the area.
From 1341, records show that men have made clay pots and the vicar
of Graffham received a
12d ‘pottersgavel’ from
Graffham potters. The
duration and extent of this
industry should not be
underestimated and is
documented in an article
from 1990 in Sussex Archaeological Collections. “It
is unlikely that the Crane
Street kilns (Chichester)
ever posed a serious threat
to the Graffham potters
and this is to some extent
confirmed by the existence
of vast amounts of wasters
of 17th and 18th century
date at Graffham and the
relatively sparse amounts at
Crane Street.” (‘Wasters’
are defective pieces of pots
and not a slur on Graffham
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folk. A good for nothing or stupid fellow would be referred to as a ‘gummut’ or ‘runagate’).
Eight sites have been identified in this area, two of which are in Heyshot.
The others can be seen marked on the map and these six are discussed
below.

Site 1: Upper Norwood. Near Sandrock and Grove Cottages the Oates,
Fear and Davies families discovered medieval and post-medieval sherds,
wasters and an industrial pottery kiln during renovations and in streams
nearby. A map of 1597 indicates that Thomas and John Philipe and John and
Robert Champion and their descendants, made bricks and tiles until 1686.
Site 2: Lavington Common. The Woolavington Tithe Map of 1839 shows
the watercourse as ‘Pot Brook’ and two potters, Christopher Dunham and
John Spikes, are linked to this area by probate inventories of 1645.
Site 3: Ochre Pits Copse. In 1960 wasters were discovered and the presence of burnt earth, charcoal and hand-fired brick suggest that the kiln
was close to the stream. In 1977 ring shaped kiln props were discovered
by Michael Harmer of Perrott Wood. An outcrop of clay 2-3 metres thick,
containing red ochre is found here at this junction of Folkestone sand and
Gault clay.
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Site 6: Pottery Field. Close to the junction of the sand and clay, a 1806
map called this area Pottery Field but a Graffham Tithe map of 1841
calls the plot ‘Blairs Coppice’.
Site 7: Romano-British building or kiln. Wimbolt 1932 refers to a discovery of a large quantity of Romano-British brick and tile by Maresco
Pearce. An Ordinance Survey investigator in 1972 stated that it indicated
a pottery kiln.
Site 8: The Potteries. The earliest mention of this site is in probate records
of 1637 for a Henry Ewen. There were several buildings at this site occupied
by potter families, named Ewan and Todman, through the 17th, 18th and
19th centuries. In 1953 Barrett records that at The Potteries, Mankin
Todman made brown jugs, pans for home made wine or salting pork.
As is evident, this ceramic production continued until the fifties when the
Graffham History group wrote their ‘Our Village In Living Memory’ document. They mention a James (Mankin) Todman who was watched by Miss
Susan Wiberforce at work on his potter’s wheel at The Potteries. He used
local clay, coloured by red ochre that was taken from the pits in the field
opposite the White Horse.
The document goes on to say that bricks were also made in Graffham
during the memory of those in the fifties. Robert Nudd made bricks in the
field behind The Laurels. (His daughter-in-law Mrs F. Nudd was still living
at this house in the mid 50s.) Nudd bricks were used to build Sir Barry
Ricardo’s house, Woodside.
According to the Sussex County Magazine of June 1955, Colonel Godfrey Loring revived the pottery tradition at Northwood Farm a year earlier,
forty years after James (Mankin) Todman died. The magazine mentions
that his wares were on the market and selling well. Currently, Joanna
Morris, continues the pottery tradition in her studio at Topleigh Stables.
Several of the archaeological finds have been made by children as they
dabbled in the brooks and streams in the vicinity. Certainly ‘dabbling for
wasters’ seems to be an ideal activity for budding archaeologists. Has
anyone found any wasters recently?
Pauline Goodwin
Research by Robin Brind, keeper of the Graffham Archive
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Graffham Parish Council
Quite a bit of news for this month from the departing Chairman, John
Uphill, who is off to pastures new near Ross on Wye, after more than ten
years on Graffham Parish Council.
We now have a new Clerk, Mike Simpson, who lives in Wisborough
Green and who also looks after the parish of Bury.
The Clerk's email remains the same: graffhampc@ gmx.co.uk
Mike joined us after our previous clerk, who replaced Tracy, found it impossible to continue.
Mike has done a great job picking up the pieces and getting us through
the annual audit with our customary recommendation from the auditors.
Mike has subsequently agreed to stay on as our clerk on a permanent
basis, so a warm welcome to Mike.
An appeal
We really need more people to play an active role in the village.
We are short of Parish Councillors.
We also need members of the Recreation Ground Committee which has
not had a chairman since Simon Mitchell retired after many years of dedicated service culminating in the renovation of the pavilion.
Graffham has a wonderful recreation ground and has a super tennis
and bowls section, but the people running these organisations need help
if they are to thrive. Everyone loves the fête but who is going to organise
and run it?
The Empire Hall also deserves more than a mention as an organisation
which makes Graffham a special place.
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Petworth Area Churches Together
It’s been a long awaited date in the Petworth calendar during the
pandemic, and now the Petworth Festival is upon us with the Festival
Service opening it on Wednesday 14th July at 6.30 pm in St Mary’s
Petworth. All welcome – no tickets necessary
We look forward to welcoming the Bishop of Horsham, the Rt Rev’d
Ruth Bushyager, to speak. Bishop Ruth is a delightful and friendly
person as well as an inspiring theologian and church leader.
Bob Sneller, our Chairman, shared this scripture from 2 Corinthians
13 at our last meeting:
11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration,
encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the
God of love and peace will be with you.
Further Enquiries: 07501 921 617
Pactpetworth@gmail.com
www.petworthareachurchestogether.com
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Mrs Martin (Head Teacher) writes:
We have all been enjoying being back at Graffham and Duncton Schools
this summer term. It is lovely to have our children all back at both schools
and enjoying outdoor learning, Forest School and lessons focussing on
motivating and enthusing children once more.
Our staff have been working very hard supporting all children and providing lessons that are fun, inspiring and that are supporting key areas
of the curriculum that need additional focus. Most of all, they love being
back with their friends!
We are looking forward to welcoming 20 new children into our new
Reception cohort in September 2021 and we very much hope for a far
more normal year. It has been such a challenging time and we thank the
Graffham and Duncton school, Governors and wider community for their
support for our families, our children and our staff during the pandemic.
Find out more about our school – including a ‘virtual tour’ - on our website, at
www.graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Please do take a look at and like our Facebook page, set up by the
‘Friends of Graffham and Duncton’
www.facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton
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Please donate to this food bank by putting any of the listed items in the box
at the village shop. All items available From Vasu and Jeeva but all donations
welcome! Any queries please ring Ann Brown on 01798 867561
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Are you or a small business you know,
looking to advertise?
We still have a few spots available for 2021,
so please get in touch with the editor,
Rozie Apps at:
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com

We are always looking for
content for the Parish
Magazine. Please email the
editor, Rozie, via the email
address on the inside front
cover. The next deadline is
18th July.

ANGUS STUDD
COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES LTD
Mole Catching
“no Mole, No Fee”
Hornets
Wasps

Telephone: 01798 860983
Mobile: 07828 134086

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk
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Water Pipe Repair Services
Allan Marsh

Clear All

07470 440836

Pest Control

Water pipe repairs
Water pipe renewals
Plumbing repairs
Water leak detection
Lead pipe replacement
Drain repairs
Outside taps fitted
Sinks, baths and toilets
Driveway and footpath repairs

Fully qualified professional country
services
Specializing in Hornets, Wasps, Moles,
Rats, Mice & Flies/Cluster Flies
www.clearallpestcontrol.com
Phone Dean on:
07768 986 338

Curtain Making Service
&
Soft Furnishings

	
  

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired
Heating Engineer

Boilers
Agas

Servicers
Breakdown
Installation

Please contact Carole Jewell
01730 815144
07764 233234
carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

Tel 01798 344 213
M 07779 11 33 43
Email: caytonsltd@gmail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
G. Strowbridge
26 Elmleigh
Midhurst
W. Sussex GU29 9EZ
Tel. 01730 812011
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DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL
Prep School for Boys and Girls
from Reception - Year 8

`EXCELLENT’ IN ALL AREAS

ISI INSPECTION SEPTEMBER 2018
Mini-bus available
After school care and activities
Regular scholarships to senior schools
Outstanding Pre-School on site
The Manor • Church Lane •Bury
West Sussex • RH20 1PB
www.dorsethouseschool.com
01798 831456

Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef
Dinner Parties Luncheons
Weddings Canapes
Picnics Buffets
Afternoon TeasDesserts

info@janebellinger.com
www.janebellinger.com

St. Anne’s Cottage, The Street,
Bury, RH20 1PA

Tel 01798 839433

Martin Taylor
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and
Cabinet Maker
Fully fitted and freestanding furniture a
speciality. Cupboards, Wardrobes,
Radiator Covers, Fitted Kitchens.
Design service available.
Mobile 07704 524252
Graffham 01798 867471 (home)
martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk
www.martintaylordesign.co.uk
40

DEEP TISSUE,
REMEDIAL AND
THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE

An award-winning Chartered Building
Company that has worked in the
Sussex area since 1985,
gaining a well-deserved reputation
for professionalism, reliability,
high quality craftsmanship &
project management skills.

Marilyn Ridgway
ITEC, MMTI, MCNHC

01730 812955

Experienced in all types of building
projects, from large commercial to the
sensitive renovation of
listed buildings, bespoke new-builds
or extensions & refurbishments.

andmar2@btinternet.com

Telephone 01243 542056
Email martin@msbc.uk.com
www.msbc.uk.com

	
  

Matt Wheatley

Local Electrician
Part P Approved Contractor

Fully Insured

For prompt & friendly
service please call:

01798 860 799 or
07976 465 974
email:

mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com
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Norwood Contractors
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

P	
  &	
  P	
  DECORATORS	
  
OVER	
  TWENTY	
  YEARS	
  EXPERIENCE	
  IN	
  A LL	
  
TYPES	
  O F	
  	
  
PAINTING	
  A ND	
  D ECORATING	
  

Grass and Hedge cutting,
Pruning, weeding,
Planting etc.....
ENQUIRIES:
01798 867 338
Or 07973 370 727

Friendly	
  professional	
  service	
  -‐	
  	
  
Excellent	
  references	
  
VERY	
  COMPETITIVE	
  PRICES	
  

	
  	
  

David: davdpack3@googlemail.com
FREE	
  ESTIMATE	
  AND	
  ADVICE	
  
01730812186 | Mobile 07751248593
Peter: pwdenyer@bitnternet.com
David	
  
01730
814269
| Mobile
Tel	
  01730	
  
812	
  186	
  
Mobile	
  07810246126
07751	
  248	
  593	
  
E-‐email:	
  d avidpack3@googlemail.com 	
  

P. TUPPER

Carpenter & Joiner

Prompt and Friendly
Telephone Fran or Dean on

Lilac Cottage
Graffham
Petworth

07768 986 338
Based in Lickfold
Est. 1990

prismwindowcleaningltd.com

Tel: 01798 867256

ROGER GUNN

Pescadora’s Private Hire

GARDEN MACHINERY
SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP

Graffham based Luxury
Taxi Service

Fast Friendly Service
Competitive Prices
Collection & Delivery
Available

07467 521760
Please call, text or email for a quote.
24 hour service available
by prior arrangement.

www.rogergunn.co.uk

Telephone 01243 786003
or 07979 752242
located between Lavant and West Dean

Pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com
www.pescadorashire.co.uk
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Roger Poat & Partners
Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masonry
Consultants

SMART CARS

PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI SERVICE
Executive Salon & 6 Seater Cars
Chauffeuring Service
Professional, Personal & Reliable
Accounts & Corporate Business Welcome
Airport, Docks & London Runs
Same Day Courier Parcel Service

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9DE

Telephone 01730 812094
(24 Hours)
• Pre-need Funeral Plans
• Private Chapel

“Any time, any place, anywhere”
FOR QUOTES & BOOKINGS
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

Email: info@rogerpoat.co.uk

0800 44 88 030 / 07823 559099
www.smartcars.uk.com

Michael Miller & Partners Ltd

Southern Counties
Tree Services
Jemma Langford DC

Skilled Surgery in all aspects of Tree Care

Patrick Thomas DC

Treating all musculoskeletal conditions related to the spine, along
with hips, knees, shoulders and many soft tissue injuries.

*Hedge trimming
*Landscaping
*Tree reduction
*Logs supplied

We also offer a range of other treatments with our team of
complementary therapists
Foot Health

Acupuncture
Physiotherapy
Massage
Ear Wax Removal
Hearing Test
Reflexology
Botox and Fillers

Tel: 01243 814854
Mob: 07774 012961
barneslogs@gmail.com

Tel 01798 345145
The Old Bakery Golden Square Petworth West Sussex
GU28 0AP w w w . s o u t h d o w n s c h i r o p r a c t i c . c o . u k

West Sussex Logs

S.T Tree Services
Sam (Treeman) Trott

Logs cut to size,
all seasoned timber
Two days for delivery
once ordered
Contact:
01730814751
07950035997

For All Your Tree Work
and also Hedge Cutting,
Fencing & Gates
plus Logs Supplies
Contact Sam Trott on:
07595 429625
samtrott2189@gmail.com
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We are totally committed to the finest quality
of painting and decorating that there is.
Be it the high-end painting & decorating of apartments and
offices, refurbishment of kitchens & bathrooms, full interior
refurbishments, or renovation works on a listed building,
we ensure that all of our work is carried out thoroughly,
with due diligence by all our painters & decorators.

KLE Decorators Ltd
Unit C12
New Barn Farm
Funtington
Chichester
West Sussex
PO18 9DA

Our decorating services include:

07880 317071
hello@kledecorators.co.uk
kledecorators.co.uk

• Painting

• Coving

• Spraying

• Plaster and render repairs

• Wallpapering

• Woodwork repairs

• Specialist coatings

• Special effects such as
graining, marbling, murals

• Traditional paintwork
• Feature walls

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Sussex
02392 632 275
countryhousecompany.co.uk
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Directory
All Saints Chapel Trust				
Chairman: Clive Rowntree
01798 867536
Badminton Club						
David Rowlands
01798 861609
Bees/Swarms Wisborough Green Beekeepers: 			
Tom Moore
01798 343470
								mob.
07984 606214
					
Murray West (local beekeeper) eves.
01798 867048
Citizens Advice Bureau							03448 487969
Chichester District Council Enquiries						01243 785166
District Councillor: Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk 				
01798 342452
Dog Warden Office								01243 534734
						
Emergency Office
01243 785339
Empire Lunch Club: 					
Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Foresters Arms								01798 867386
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School 						
01798 867324
Bellringing Point of Contact Reverend Vivien 					
01798 867199
Graffham Archives Robin Brind 						
01798 867619
Graffham Bowls Club
					Chairman: Sheila Allen		01798 342869
					
Secretary: Liz Pegram 		
01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club 			
Bill Barrett				
01798 867113
Graffham Down Trust 			
Chairman: Jim Kirke		
01798 867026
Graffham Empire Movies 			
Sally Blunt				
01798 867346
Graffham Festival Committee 			
Simon Mitchell			
01798 867519
					Richard Davidson			01798 867232
Graffham Garden Group 			
Martin Buckley			
01798 867234
Graffham Health Support Association 		
Chair Alison Davidson		
01798 867232
Membership Secretary 			
Nicky West			
01798 867048
Hospital Transport & Prescription Collection
Ann Rowney 			
07391 802541
					ann.rowney@icloud.com
Loan of Equipment 				
Shirley Behan			
01798 867265
Graffham Nursery c/o School Office						
01798 867324
Graffham Tennis Club 			
Chairman: Simon Longman		
01798 867317
					Membership: Richard Gyles		01798 867484
					Coaching: Emma Amin		01798 867063
Graffham Village Shop Association 		
Chair: Hugh Brown			
01798 867561
					Treasurer: Steve Dover 		07770 499223
					Secretary: Stuart Mathie 		01798 867519
Andrew Griffith, MP Arundel and South Downs
					Andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund 			
c/o Graffham PC Clerk		
01798 867020
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society
Celia Tinker			
01798 867287
Lodsworth Croquet Club Secretary 		
John West				
01798 861515
Midhurst & Petworth Observer 			
Nikki Jeffery			
01243 534163
National Trust (Lavington Common) 		
Fiona Scully 			
01730 816363
Neighbourhood Watch 			
Michael Crickmay			
01798 867486
Oil Syndicate 				
Derek Bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Foodbank (emergency food supplies)					
07501 921617
Seaford College Office 							01798 867392
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) 			
Jane Willmott 			
01730 810363
Three Moles 				
Ollie Boulton & Tom Richardson
01798 861303
Thursday Club 				
Secretary: Diana White		
01798 867405
West Sussex County Council 			
Enquiries				
01243 777100
County Councillor 				Tom Richardson			07463 785039
White Horse 								01798 867331
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DOCTORS
The Surgery, Petworth 					
Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst 			
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit			
POLICE						
In Emergency dial
					
Non-Emergency dial
Email: 					
101@sussex.pnn.police.uk

01798 342248
01730 812121
01483 782334
999
101

Recreation Ground Committee
Treasurer				
Bernard Bayly
Bookings Secretary			
Peter Carr
				
graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com

1798 867042
01798 867148

East Lavington Parish Council
Chairman 				
Charles Britton
			
charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk
Clerk 					
Amy Harte
					eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com

07889 979820

Empire Hall Committee 			
empirehall@gmail.com
Treasurer 				
Carole Sargent
Secretary 				
Carol Tompkins
Bookings Secretary 				
Eira Ashby
Hall Promotions
Liz Nicholson, liz.empirehall@gmail.com

01798 867460
01798 867773
01798 867297

Graffham Parish Council
Chairman John Uphill 		
Clerk Sarah Linfield

uphillgpc@gmx.co.uk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk

01798 767373

editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com

07986 838987

Graffham Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Rector
		
Reverend Vivien Turner
Church Wardens				
Ginny Barrett
PCC Secretary				
Diane Bellis
Treasurer graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com Yvonne Butterick

01798 867199
01798 867113
01798 867444
07808 781510

Lavington Park Federation
Graffham Infant School 				
Duncton Junior School				
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School
		

Office
Office

01798 867324
01798 342402
01798 867324

Jeeva and Vasu

01798 867700

Graffham Parish News
Editor: Rozie Apps

Graffham Village Shop				

BURST WATER MAINS (Southern Water)		
0800 820 999
POWER CUTS (Scottish & Southern Electric)		
0800 0727 282
DEFIBRILLATORS are located on the wall outside the Empire Hall and inside the small boiler
room door on the north side of St Giles Church. The Code is C240Z.
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