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We will sing again

As I am writing it is hot, hot, hot, making my sometimes too chilly 
north-facing study perfect for keeping me cool. A cool head being much 
needed to think through the way forward, following the lifting of legal 
virus restrictions. Naturally cautious, my instinct is to continue carefully 
to avoid the virus, and being ‘pinged’ into self-isolation, which is affect-
ing many. The big question now for many churchgoers is, can we sing in 
church again? The answer is YES we can.

It is remarkable to me just how much people want to sing again. Not 
being allowed to, has made us realize just how much we miss it. It lifts 
our spirits and reminds us of hope promised and comfort offered by our 
Lord in times of celebration or trial. Now we can sing of these things, we 
need to work out how to do so in the safest way.  

In Sunday worship we will continue to make use of our churchyard on 
fine days. When indoors we will protect those around us by wearing face 
coverings and spread ourselves out to make full use of the space. With 
these continuing protections in place, we will dare to sing again, just a lit-
tle, to bring us joy. It is a step we take with one eye on the graphs and an 
ear to the news, ready to 
relax further or tighten up 
again, depending on how 
it goes. We have learned 
to watch the weather, to 
take the heat and be pre-
pared for any storms on 
the horizon.  

Wishing you every blessing
Reverend Vivien

N.B. When the summer 
weather or life in general 
gets too hot to handle, 
here is a timely reminder 
that St Giles Church  
Graffham is a cool place 
to be!
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Save the Date: New Family Worship

We are looking forward to introducing a monthly service encouraging 
family participation from September. This is planned to take place nor-
mally on the third Sunday of each month. Our first service is brilliant for 
our church’s location in the South Downs National Park. With cyclists 
regularly passing the church enroute to the South Downs Way, we are of-
fering ‘Bring your Bike to Church’ on Sunday 19 September at 10.30am.  
Thank you, Lord, for the joy of cycling for all!
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Butterfly abundance

In this wet summer, Graffham Down is awash with butterflies.
Despite the cold winter and the often-miserable weather that has fol-

lowed, Graffham has had a good crop of butterflies to brighten up a de-
pressing summer. Indeed, there has been a noticeable increase in many 
species.

Pictured here clockwise from top left are Marbled White, Green Hair-
streak, Ringlet, Brimstone © Matthew Sennitt
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Top: Silver-washed Fritillary. Bottom left: Small Tortoiseshell ©Carole Kirke
Bottom right: Large Skipper ©Matthew Sennitt
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Left: Peacock 
Centre: Dark 
Green Fritillary
Bottom: Grizzled 
Skipper
©Tricia Wilson
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School Report: A Trip to Seaford College

In July I took my Sussex Wildlife Trust team back to college. We received 
an invite from Seaford College to take a look at the wildlife improve-
ments being made on their expansive 400 acre campus.

Seaford College’s Paul Boarer (Estates Manager – Grounds) has been 
working hard to make areas of the college wildlife friendly. Our first stop 
was an impressive chalk bank created by Paul with support and advice 
from Charles Winchester of the South Downs National Park Authority and 
local resident Matthew Sennitt. This long bank will be fantastic for wildlife 
in the future. Students will be planting chalk flowers along the bank and, 
as it develops, it will be a haven for insects and basking reptiles. We’re 
really interested in seeing how this develops. Paul was particularly proud 
of a recent wildflower meadow that has been created at the college. And 
so he should be – it looked amazing and was alive with bees, butterflies, 
beetles and other insects.

In the past few weeks 
the warm weather has 
encouraged the emer-
gence of many beautiful 
Marbled White butter-
flies. There were plenty 
enjoying the new mead-
ow. We spotted a Down-
land Villa – a relative of 
the bee-fly once feared 
extinct in Britain – flying 
through the meadow 
flowers. Wildflower 
meadows like the one 
created by Paul are 
helping this species, and 
many others, to recover.

The harvesting of a 
large swathe of Western 
Hemlock conifers – plant-
ed as a crop many dec-
ades ago on the north 
slope of the Downs – is 
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giving Paul the opportunity to plan replacing this dense, dark, regi-
mented plantation with a wildlife friendly habitat of native tree species. 
This part of the South Downs is the only known home in Sussex of the 
Plumed Prominent moth. Adding a few field maple trees to the replant-
ing plan – the foodplant of the moth’s caterpillar – will hopefully assist 
this species. The adjacent Duncton Hangar was known as the best site 
in Britain for the rare Cheese Snail. You may be reassured to know that 
the name comes from its appearance (like a wheel of cheese) as op-
posed to its taste. In other woodland areas Paul is managing the wood-
land to create more glades allowing sunlight back into the wood. There 
were plenty of Silver-washed Fritillary butterflies enjoying these new 
glades when we visited.

It was great to see so many areas of the college being managed with 
wildlife in mind. We finished our tour on a bank behind the college 
which was full of orchids, twayblades and bellflowers. 2021 has been a 
great year for orchids across the county and this bank certainly looked 
impressive. It was great to see the work that Paul, Matthew and Seaford 
College are undertaking for wildlife, it’s certainly making a big differ-
ence.
Michael Blencowe,  
Head of Community Action for Wildlife
Sussex Wildlife Trust,  
michaelblencowe@sussexwt.org.uk

Photo, Pyramidal orchids © James Duncan

On Tuesday 17th August at 2:30pm, Andrew Baker will give a 
talk entitled ‘Tsar Vladimir I’? Winston Churchill described Russia 
as, ‘a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma’. How can 
an understanding of Russian history and culture enable us better 

to understand Russia and Putin today?
This talk, for Midhurst u3a members on Zoom, will be illustrated 
with vivid powerpoint imagery. Andrew is an author, historian, 

retired head- master, experienced and acclaimed cruise lecturer 
from Southend-on-Sea.

We are welcoming non-members to join us for two free  
sessions. Just email us at: midhurstu3a@gmail.com
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Ditch the Disposables

Reuse rather than repeat buying is a great way to save waste, avoid plas-
tic and save money. Although some things can be an upfront investment, 
many can be bought second-hand or made from things you have at 
home. See the list below for our favourite ways to ditch the disposables.

 
In the kitchen
• Instead of cling film, put things in a reusable container or in a bowl 

with a plate on top. You can put the cut side of half an onion etc. face 
down on a plate.

• Reusable baking sheet liners are easy to use in place of greaseproof 
paper or baking parchment – you’ll save on butter for greasing too.

• Instead of buying new storage jars, save jars you buy things in and re-
use them. Or ask others for spares in sharing groups such as Freecy-
cle, Freegle, OLIO or Nextdoor. 

In the bathroom
• Use a flannel or reusable make up wipes for face or body washing – 

you can buy these or make some from old towels.
• Cloth hankies – buy vintage (ebay, vintage shops, car boot sales) or 

make your own from old clothing. No need to sew – you can cut up 
old jersey T-shirts and they won’t fray.

• Washable menstrual products – options include a menstrual cup, 
washable pads or period pants. You can even buy special period 
swimwear and exercise leggings with inbuilt protection. If you are 
handy with a sewing machine you can make your own pads. 

On the go
• If you often get takeaway coffee, take a reusable mug. And remem-

ber, disposable cups can be rinsed and put in your recycling bin at 
home in West Sussex!

• Remember your shopping bags.
• Take along some cutlery – no need for a special travel set – just take 

some from your kitchen drawer and wrap in a napkin/tea towel to 
keep them clean and safe.
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For baby
• Cloth nappies – even if you only use them part time it’s worth it. There 

are lots of preloved nappy groups on Facebook so you don’t need 
to spend big and can try different types. Or contact your local nappy 
library to try some for free (free one month trials available).

• Cloth baby wipes – again, even if you mainly only use them at home 
it still saves loads of waste. Wet as needed and wash with the nappies. 

• Look for baby sales to find clothes and other baby things preowned 
(car boots are great for this).

Let us know how you cut your plastic consumption! For additional infor-
mation on recycling at home see www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-
housing/waste-and-recycling/  You can also email any questions, tips you 
have or advice you would like at Waste.Prevention@westsussex.gov.uk

In Memoriam: Camilla Bosanquet RIP

We offer condolences to the 
Bosanquet family on the loss 
of centenarian Camilla Bosan-
quet. In September, Camilla’s 
ashes will be placed in the 
grave of her husband David in 
Graffham churchyard, where 
other members of her family 
are laid to rest. Camilla wrote 
a fascinating article a year ago 
for the Graffham Parish News, 
on the history of her family who 
lived at Ricardos and Woodside 
in Graffham. May she rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 

Photo taken on Camilla’s 
100th birthday
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Graffham Virtual Art Festival

Please do get in touch with Rozie (email ad-
dress inside cover) if you’d like to include your 
art in these pages.

Below: ‘Hound in the lake Petworth Park’  
70 x 43cm, painted in acrylics. By Clive McBain
Right: Church window. Painting by Clive McBain 
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Graffham Calendar 2021

August
Fri 20  Graffham Down Trust Quiz Evening, 7.30pm Empire Hall

September
Sat 4  Comedy Dinner – Only Fools and Horses, a dinner show  
  (by the same company that did the Allo Allo event last year  
  for the Petworth nursing home). 
Sat 11  Chaps Choir and Anna Tabbush, Empire Hall, time TBC
Mon 20 East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.

October
Sat 16  The Simon Bates Big Band a 17 piece big band with swing  
  dance demos/teachers in the house. Delayed from this year.

November 
Fri 12  Fleetwood Bac (a Fleetwood Mac tribute band). Delayed  
  from this year.
Mon 15 East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.

      St Giles Church –  
Parish Priest’s Discretionary Fund 

This fund provides occasional support to 
local people as required. If you think we 
might help you, we’ll be glad to do so if 

we can. Contact Revd Vivien at  
reverendvivien@gmail.com  

01798 867199
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GGrraaffffhhaamm  DDoowwnn  TTrruusstt  

 

Join us for our annual Quiz Night at the Graffham 
Empire Hall 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get your tickets in advance as they go quickly 
 

Ticket price £7.50 (+ 50p service charge) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, August 20, 2021 
 

Doors open at 7:30 for 8:00 Start 
 

Teams of up to 6 people or join a team on the night 
 

Nibbles provided and Cash Bar 
 

Direct Ticket Link at:  
http://buytickets.at/graffhamdowntrust/541993 
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Specifying Soakaways

Soakaways are one of the greatest causes of complaints and disputes that 
arise regarding specifiers – garden designers or design and build land-
scaper firms. Those who recognise the need to dispose of water from a 
given area of a garden build project, but fail to carry out due diligence tests 
to establish the potential amount of water that will need to be dealt with.

So many schemes become subject to financial and insurance claims 
and disputes that may go well beyond the immediate region of the gar-
den being worked on due to the siting or specifying of soakaways and 
their installation because the designer did not conduct sufficient research 
into the history and water issues of the site and neighbouring properties.

Simply recognising that a project plan will require water disposal, and 
nominating various ACO channels, with levels and falls included on 
drawings may not be sufficient diligence to prevent surface or sub-sur-
face flooding from occurring – sometimes even exacerbating existing site 
problems by allowing water to enter a site by creating space for inflows. 

As with all site surveys, a designer should seek information regarding 
the land taking into consideration the topographical siting of the plot. Is 
the garden in a dip, or at the end of a sideways sloping series of houses 
on a new build housing estate? Is there a bank behind the site, where 
rainwater could run off into the garden? On new build sites – have you 
checked aerial photographs showing the plot in previous years? Was 
there heavy tree cover, the loss of which could herald problems with 
ground heave and a higher water table due to reduced leaf cover and 
ground water take-up.

Is the ground on heavy clay? If so, problems with soluble sulphates will 
need to be taken into consideration as they may destroy ordinary Port-
land cement used in brick chambers, or clog drains. Or is the site over 
sedimentary sandstone? If present, the likelihood of silt build-up in any 
system will need to be catered for.

Have you checked with the customer reference ground water tables?  
Do certain areas of the garden flood during winter months? Are there 
ditches or culverts in the area – not only in the client’s garden. New 
builds should have geological and hydrologic survey plans available for 
inspection. Request these during designer/client interviews and record 
any relevant points in your survey notes.

All of these factors are crucial to the designer when specifying and siting 
drainage and soak-ways in particular. The siting, dimensions and pipe-
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work runs of the system must be recorded in the Construction (Design 
Management) Regulations 2015 Plan of the project for future reference 
and to comply with planning permission. On some sites, the inclusion of 
a soakaway may require such permission to be sought.

In many cases too, it may be advisable to obtain professional advice 
from a drainage specialist to ensure due compliance, much as a struc-
tural engineer may be engaged for construction elements of a plan that 
require mathematical equations to decide strengths and stress testing. If 
planning permission is required, this professional aspect will be required 
by the planning authority.

What is a soakaway?
A soakaway may be described as a dry well, formed as an underground 
structure to dispose of unwanted water, either surface water or run-off 
from other garden features such as a pond overflow or drainage from 
areas of hard standing. It may be a simple hole in the ground (minimum 
one cubic metre in size) filled with rubble, topped with a geotextile mem-
brane to prevent soil from filling the gaps between the stones and lined 
with shingle at the sides to secure the membrane. Essentially, it is a cov-
ered, porous walled chamber that allows water to soak into the ground 
thereby dissipating the water.

Water must be able to dissipate freely. Simply digging a hole in non-porous 
ground such as clay will create an underground water holding tank, which 
will quickly fill with water directed into the pit by means of drainage pipes!

Another system is called a crate soakaway, comprising of (usually) 
recycled polypropylene crates which are purchased as flat packs and 
constructed on site. These crates do not require any fill material, and al-
though more expensive to buy than rubble, labour costs may be lower.
These crates need to be protected with geotextile membranes to the outer 
walls and floor, and are usually held into position with shingle.

Pipe works of various types bring water from the extremities into the 
well. These may be flexible perforated pipes, rigid pipes with holes drilled 
into the sides or a combination of both. All will require protection with 
membranes and shingle to prevent silting. These pipe runs should be cov-
ered in topsoil to a depth of around 300mm.

Size and siting
Whilst there is no exact science involved in deciding the size of the well, 
it is generally held that there should be sufficient storage capacity which 
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is an open-ended specification! However, they must be considered suffi-
ciently large in the informed opinion of the specifier/designer, otherwise 
they may be deemed not fit for purpose.

Which is of course, where problems lay for the unwary designer. As long 
as you can show that you took all available information into considera-
tion, and can show that your chosen capacity was reasonable, you should 
be covered in the event of a claim.

There are a number of rules and regulations that apply to soakaways. 
These come under Building Regulations (Soakaways) Part H (2015) –
Soakaways must not be built closer than 5 metres from a building or 
road. They must not be closer than 2.5 metres to a boundary. They must 
not be constructed in unstable ground or lower than the water table at 
any time of the year.

These are very strict rules, which can often prevent soakaways from be-
ing installed in small rear gardens, or those front gardens that are close 
to a road or driveway. 

To summarise – a designer may wish to nominate a soakaway as be-
ing the chosen method of disposing of surface water. If so, the designer 
should either instruct a specifier – a specialist in drainage systems – or 
carry the responsibility for deciding the capacity and siting of a water dis-
sipating disposal underground chamber and connecting pipe-works that 
is fit for purpose.

Simply indicating a soakaway on a plan then expecting a contractor to 
take responsibility may be considered complacent unless clearly stated in 
the drawing notes and contract pre-tender instructions.

Alan Sargent FCIHort MPGCA

www.landscapelibrary.co.uk 
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Regular Activities in The Empire Hall

Mondays        (see below)   OSTEOPATH

Tuesdays  8.30 – 12.00      POST OFFICE
   9.00 – 11.00      GREAT FEET (see below)

Wednesdays  9.15 – 10.30      YOGA
          Deborah Albone
Thursdays         
   10.30 – 11.30    EASE INTO EXERCISE
          Abigail Martin (07523 860167)
         (see below)   OSTEOPATH
   14.00 – 16.30    POST OFFICE
Fridays
   10.30 – 11.15    PILATES – Nicky Capes
          (07990 517858 or 01730 812297)

(IF COVID RESTRICTIONS ALLOW)
• Osteopath: Mondays and Thursdays, daytime and early evening. 

Booking required, ring Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 for an ap-
pointment.

• Great Feet (Chiropodist’s Visit): Tuesday 3rd and 24th August 9.00 – 
11.00 Treatment Room. GHSA members only.  
Booking required, Vikki Wood (07825 185880)

Any changes will be posted on the Empire Hall Noticeboard. The Empire 
Hall will be available to hire for Children’s Parties,
Wedding Receptions, Private Functions and Classes as restrictions allow.

Website  www.empirehall.org.uk
Email  empirehall@gmail.com
Phone  Booking Secretary Eira Ashby 867297
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Dress as smart as you want

Tickets are available from empirehall.org.uk  
General Admission £20, seating not guaranteed 

Balcony Area £35, with guaranteed seating

An evening of music and dance with

Demonstration Lindy Hop/Swing dancers will be there to show the way and provide 
ticket holders with an opportunity to practice before the event.  As one can imagine 
space will be limited for this crackerjack evening and the dance area will be no less 

than 25 square meters (which is not as much as it might sound).

...Quite simply one of the best BIG BANDS the UK has to offer.

Saturday 16th OCTOBER 8.00pm
DOORS AND CASH BAR OPEN 7.30PM

Empire Hall, Graffham, GU28 0QB

This event can only go ahead if COVID regulations allow, 
tickets will be refunded if we cannot go ahead.
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Reverend Vivien blessed eighteen 
dogs, two donkeys and Vanilla 
the sheep at our pet service. She 
also blessed Jack and Madeye 
the cockerel in absentio.
Thank you for such a fun service 
Vivien.

Ginny Barratt

Left and below © Colin Barker
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August Church Services in Graffham  
 Visitors to Graffham are welcome at all our services  

  

 
 

Sunday 1 August at St Giles Church  
Lammastide Parish Eucharist 10.30am  

  
No Morning Prayer at All Saints Chapel during August 

 

Sunday 8 August at St Giles Church  
Parish Eucharist 10.30am  

 
No Evensong at All Saints Chapel during August 

 
  Saturday 14 August at St Giles Church 

Wedding of Posy Ash and Ollie Cudmore at 2.30pm 
  

Sunday 15 August at St Giles Church  
Parish Eucharist 10.30am  

 

Friday 20 August at St Giles Church 
Wedding of Rachel Crocombe and Toby Mason at 2pm 

  
Sunday 22 August at St Giles Church  

Parish Eucharist 10.30am  
  

Sunday 29 August at St Giles Church 
Parish Eucharist 10.30am. 

 
 

St Giles Church is at the far end of Graffham Street near the Downs.  
All Saints Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop.  

  

See www.stgilesgraffham.org or St Giles Church Graffham Facebook page  
to confirm services.   
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Saturday 4th September
Empire Hall, Graffham

Doors and Bar opens 7.00pm
 

Dinner and two and a half hour show starts 7.30pm

 Tickets for 3 course meal and show £30.00 per person.  
(Ideally tables of 6)

 

Tickets available on line through 
hall facebook page and hall 
website from 1st week July.

www.empirehall.org.uk

This is a fund raising 
event so wine will be on 
sale in the hall, if you 

bring your own  
‘corkage’ of £5.00  
will be requested.

This event can only go ahead if COVID regulations allow, 

tickets will be refunded if we cannot go ahead.

Pay 
a visit to 

Del B
oy’s n

ew restaurant… 

Lovely
 jubbly!

You will simply love thishilarious tribute featuring 
all of your favourite bits 
from the classic sitcom. 

Professionally Produced,Family Friendly, 
Fun Night Out
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Graffham Nature Watch

For those who don’t know, we now have a wonderful Facebook page to 
share photos of beautiful sights around Graffham. Here are a few recent 
finds from the community.

Above: Hoverflies ©Paul Stickley
Below: A much needed shady spot ©Diana Challen
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Top left: Teasel ©Ginny Barrett
Top right: Ladybird on a dhalia ©Sally Blunt

Below: A new pond ©Jan Brind
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To join call: 07391 802541

To join call: 07391 802541

we have

199
members

A combined 
AGM for 2020 

and 2021  
was held on

Friday 2nd July
in the garden of 
the Empire hall.

Thank you to members who  
attended or send their apologies.

And thank to John Sutton for your 
help with the Annual Accounts.

Great Feet and  
Ease Into Exercise

With continued support from 
the HSA these  

sessions remain a success.

annual  membership 
£5

COMMITTEE:
Alison Davidson Chairman  867232
Zoe Jones Treasurer 867364
Ann Rowney  Transport and prescription collection 07391 802541
Nicky West Membership  867048
Shirley Behan  Equipment  876265
Karin Skanberg Secretary  867585
Gill Dover  867597
Sarah Lydiard-Wilson  867567

If you are new to the village and would like to join as a member 
or to hear more about the things we do,  

please give one of our committee members a call.

REMINDER: 
Prescriptions are ready for 

pick-up from the village shop 
Wednesday morning. 

If you would like to become a volunteer 
driver please call 07391 802541
Even if you can only take one journey  
a year it will make a difference!

We would love  
to hear from you  
if you think you 

might be interested 
in joining our  

friendly committee.

A BIG thank you to all our amazing 
volunteers - without you the HSA  

would not exist.
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Graffham Bygones: Water of Life 

To the thirsty I will freely give from the fountain of the water of life.  
Revelation 21:6

The derivation of the name of this parish is unclear. In the 13th and 14th 
century, Old English offered two possible spellings and translations. 
Grofham is translated as home by the grove, but Græf-ham means home 
by the ditch, both of which refer to the landscape of the village. I find the 
second more compelling, due to the village’s ribbon pattern, created as 
the houses follow the course of the streams and spring line. As F.H Barrett 
said in Graffham Through A Thousand Years,“Water is really the father of 
all the little villages we know so well at the junction of down and plain”.

The purity of water in our chalk streams, springs and wells relies on 
processes as old as time. The High Downs collect rain and it percolates 
through the highly porous, filtering chalk aquifer. At the foot of the Downs 
these fragile aquifers, when confronted with the impervious barrier of the 
Weald clay, give up what Sussex folk call their ‘gin-clear’ water. This 
water is ‘mineral rich’ with dissolved calcium and carbonate ions and its 
qualities are not only a key factor in the area’s ecosystems but explain the 
rich historical human interaction in the management of this land. 

Graffham’s many water sources have dynamically impacted on the 
village’s geography. Just look at house names in the village, Well Cot-
tage, Brook Cottage, Ripples and Ladywell Cottage, formerly known as 
Lady’s Well. The number of holy wells is at least 600 nationally, some 
named Ladywell, illustrating the relationship between faith and land-
scape, as does the Graffham Ladywell with its Chapel/Pumphouse.

The supply of water has been constant as the ‘Our Life In Living Memory’ 
document testifies: the springs have only been known to fail once in the 
last 100 years, in 1883 after the Krakatoa eruption. Tradition names 
another time, which was after the Lisbon earthquake in 1755. Certainly, 
there is evidence that both catastrophes affected the south of England. 
Almost two hundred years later, Mrs Nellie Mathews in The Observer 
Friday March 15, 1974 says of the Ladywell spring, “there was more 
water in it than there had ever been”.

Take a giant step back 3,000 years to those ancient cultures who 
farmed the High Downs. The South Downs National Park Authority pub-
lished a study called ‘Secrets Of The High Wood’ in which Airborne Laser 
Scanning, LiDAR, was used with 3D technology to investigate the impene-
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trable woodland. Cross ridge dykes, from this era, were found on The 
South Downs Way. These are ditches with banks alongside, located at 
right angles to the slope. There are two sets between here and Heyshott 
at NGR SU897165. They impact on the aquifer to produce puddles on 
the dry paths.

Certainly, the area contains a good number of water pools. In a report 
for Sussex Wildlife Trust, ‘The Wetland Potential of Sussex’, Fran South-
gate records that there are over 17,000 ponds in Sussex, excluding 
garden and urban ponds. Some of these kettle holes, formed as retreat-
ing glaciers, deposited huge blocks of ice and sediment surrounded 
them. When the ice eventually thawed watery holes were left, named 
Knucker holes in Sussex folklore, deeper than 10 bell ropes tied together. 
An even more sinister twist to the legend placed a Knucker, or dragon, in 
every such hole. Knucker is derived from the word ‘nicor’ as used for the 
marshland monster in Beowulf.

So in keeping with Downland hydrology, the Graffham spring line has 
filled ponds, Knucker holes, cross ridge dykes and wells. Rector David 
Grant’s survey conducted with Graffham School, named at least 25 
houses with wells and often two or three households shared a well. In 
addition, the fifties history group reveals that Graffham was self-support-
ing with water up until that time with half being supplied by a reservoir 
built by Lord Woolavington at the foot of the Downs. The other half was 
supplied by the Ladywell spring, where the farmers’ Congregational 
chapel became a pumping station. When piped water was brought to the 

village by the RDP in 1955, 
householders had the choice 
of continuing with the Lav-
ington Park supply, but well 
or Ladywell spring users 
were obliged to accept the 
council supply. The Laving-
ton Park Water supply con-
tinued until 2006 when 
houses transferred to South-
ern Water.

An open stream ran from 
Ladywell at the side of the 
road in an open culvert, 
adding “greatly to the class 
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of the village street, giving to one house the name of The Ripples”. This 
stream was enclosed in pipes in 1936, emerging just below the Wood-
man, running behind Guillod Cottages and again under the road by 
Pound Cottage.

Whereas pipes delivered pure water to homes, the village streams have 
not always been so gin-clear! In streams in the 50s and 60s, I clearly 
remember seeing an ominous iridescent tinge with blue/grey sludge! 
Likewise Old Park, was referred to as “Pong Valley” because of the smelly 
stream! Thankfully when a village mains sewage system was installed 
Pong Valley reverted to its natural sweet smelling self!!!

Pauline Goodwin

Graffham Summer Fete

After a brief hiatus last year, the annual Graffham Summer Fete 
is returning to its usual date of August Bank Holiday Monday, 
which this year falls on August 30th.

After the events of the last year or so, the theme is very much 
about us ‘reconnecting’ and celebrating the wonderful village 
we live in.

There should be plenty for everyone including Teas at the Pa-
vilion, Beer Tent, Pimms, Lamb Roast & Barbeque, Coconut Shy, 
Children's Games, Raffle and, of course the ever-popular Dog 
Show. Local groups and organisations, such as the Garden 
Group and Graffham Artists, are joining the fun and there will 
be a Wall of Thanks to recognise our Pandemic Heroes.

Updates and Fete news will be published on Facebook's 
Graffham Noticeboard.

As ever, we need volunteers to make the day go with a swing, 
especially running Children's games and stalls. Any help would 
be much appreciated.  
Contact Phil Jones at sales@oakappletrading.co.uk
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Wedding Celebrations

Two days following the wedding of Angus and Helena, some Graffham 
residents gathered at the reception marquee for a celebratory glass of 
wine. Here are a few photos of the event. We thank the Pettifer family for 
their kind hospitality.
Reverend Vivien
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Left: Diana and George Pettifer. Above: Reverend Vivien and Phillip.  
Below: Celia and Tim Tinker
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Weddings

We continue to give thanks that postponed weddings are at last taking 
place this year. Our good wishes and prayers for joy this month go to 
Posy & Ollie and Rachel & Toby, both couples looking forward to their 
wedding days at St Giles Church in August.  

We are enjoying sharing the happiness of every wedding day this year, 
each designed to suit the individuality of brides and grooms, their fami-
lies and friends. The bells ring, and we hear and rejoice. Here are pho-
tos of Anthony & Chloe and Angus & Helena’s wedding days at St Giles 
Church, with their now-traditional posting of the wedding document in 
the letter box just outside the lych-gate.

Below: Anthony & Chloe posting their wedding document
Left, clockwise: Anthony & Chloe; Angus & Helens; Angus & Helena’s 
beautiful wedding flowers
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Petworth Area Churches Together

Kids Club 2nd-6th August at the Herbert Shiner Community Centre 
in Petworth with the theme of Finding God in his Creation for chil-
dren in school years Reception – Year 5. 
For more details please contact Emma Sneller on 01798 865954 or 
by email at e.j.sneller@googlemail.com
The Website for PACT has a link to all of our churches where you 
can find details of how to get in touch with the clergy and access 
their meetings. https://petworthareachurchestogether.com
Bob Sneller, our Chairman, shared this scripture from Ephesians at 
our last meeting:
Ephesians 3:18: “may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ”.
Pactpetworth@gmail.com 
www.petworthareachurchestogether.com

 

 
GRAFFHAM SUMMER FETE DOG SHOW 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 30TH AUGUST 2-5PM 
 
             Class 1   Most Handsome Dog                        2.15pm  
             Class 2   Prettiest Bitch                                     2.40pm  
             Class 3   Best Child Handler                             3.05pm  
             Class 4   Owner Look-a-like                              3.30pm  
             Class 5   Best veteran (7 years and over)       3.55pm  
             Class 6   Waggiest Tail                                       4.20pm  
             Class 7   Best in Show (Winners Classes 1-6) 4.45pm  
              

All welcome. Entry  £2 per Class 
Judging by Mr. Bernard Bayly 
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Please donate to this food bank by putting any of the listed items in the box 
at the village shop. All items available From Vasu and Jeeva but all donations 
welcome! Any queries please ring Ann Brown on 01798 867561
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ANGUS	STUDD	
COUNTRYSIDE	SERVICES	LTD	

 

Mole Catching 
“no Mole, No Fee” 

 

Hornets 
Wasps 

	

Telephone:	01798	860983	
Mobile:	07828	134086	

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk	
	

	

We are always looking for 
content for the Parish  

Magazine. Please email the 
editor, Rozie, via the email  
address on the inside front 
cover. The next deadline is 

15th August.

Are you or a small business you know,  
looking to advertise?  

We still have a few spots available for 2021,  
so please get in touch with the editor,  

Rozie Apps at:  
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 
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Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired  
Heating Engineer

Tel 01798 344 213  
M 07779 11 33 43

Email: caytonsltd@gmail.com

Boilers

Agas

Servicers 
Breakdown 
Installation

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

G. Strowbridge
26 Elmleigh

Midhurst
W. Sussex GU29 9EZ 

Tel. 01730 812011

Curtain Making Service 
&  

Soft Furnishings

Please contact Carole Jewell
01730 815144 
07764 233234

carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

 

Clear all
Pest Control 

 
Fully qualified professional country  

services
 

 Specializing in Hornets, Wasps, Moles, 
Rats, Mice & Flies/Cluster Flies
www.clearallpestcontrol.com

 
Phone Dean on: 

 
07768 986 338 

Water Pipe Repair Services
Allan Marsh
07470 440836

Water pipe repairs
Water pipe renewals

Plumbing repairs
Water leak detection

Lead pipe replacement
Drain repairs

Outside taps fitted
Sinks, baths and toilets

Driveway and footpath repairs
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Martin Taylor
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and 

Cabinet Maker

Fully fitted and freestanding furniture a 
speciality. Cupboards, Wardrobes, 
Radiator Covers, Fitted Kitchens.

Design service available.
Mobile 07704 524252

Graffham 01798 867471 (home) 
martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk

Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef

 Dinner Parties Luncheons 
 Weddings Canapes 

 Picnics Buffets 
 Afternoon TeasDesserts 

info@janebellinger.com
www.janebellinger.com

St. Anne’s Cottage, The Street,  
Bury, RH20 1PA

Tel 01798 839433

 
DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL 
Prep School for Boys and Girls  
from Reception - Year 8 

`EXCELLENT’ IN ALL AREAS   
ISI INSPECTION SEPTEMBER 2018 

Mini-bus available 
After school care and activities  

Regular scholarships to senior schools  

Outstanding Pre-School on site 
 
 

The Manor • Church Lane •Bury   
West Sussex • RH20 1PB 

www.dorsethouseschool.com 
01798 831456 
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	   Matt Wheatley 
Local Electrician 

  

Part P Approved Contractor 
Fully Insured 

For prompt & friendly 
service please call: 

01798 860 799 or 
07976 465 974 

email: 
mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 

An award-winning Chartered Building 
Company that has worked in the 

Sussex area since 1985, 
gaining a well-deserved reputation 

for professionalism, reliability, 
high quality craftsmanship &  
project management skills.  

 
Experienced in all types of building 

projects, from large commercial to the 
sensitive renovation of 

listed buildings, bespoke new-builds 
or extensions & refurbishments. 

 
 

Telephone 01243 542056 
Email martin@msbc.uk.com 

www.msbc.uk.com 

DEEP TISSUE,
REMEDIAL AND
THERAPEUTIC

MASSAGE
 

Marilyn Ridgway
ITEC, MMTI, MCNHC

01730 812955
 

andmar2@btinternet.com
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David: davdpack3@googlemail.com         
01730812186 | Mobile 07751248593                                                       

Peter: pwdenyer@bitnternet.com 
01730 814269 | Mobile 07810246126 

	   P	  &	  P	  DECORATORS	  
OVER	  TWENTY	  YEARS	  EXPERIENCE	  IN	  ALL	  

TYPES	  OF	  	  
PAINTING	  AND	  DECORATING	  

Friendly	  professional	  service	  -‐	  	  
Excellent	  references	  

VERY	  COMPETITIVE	  PRICES	  
FREE	  ESTIMATE	  AND	  ADVICE	  

David	  
Tel	  01730	  812	  186	  Mobile	  07751	  248	  593	  

E-‐email:	  davidpack3@googlemail.com	  

ROGER GUNN
GARDEN MACHINERY

SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP

Fast Friendly Service 
Competitive Prices

Collection & Delivery 
Available

www.rogergunn.co.uk
Telephone 01243 786003 

or 07979 752242
located between Lavant and West Dean

Prompt and Friendly
Telephone Fran or Dean on

07768 986 338
Based in Lickfold

Est. 1990
prismwindowcleaningltd.com

P. TUPPER
Carpenter & Joiner

Lilac Cottage
Graffham
Petworth

Tel: 01798 867256

	   NN oo rr ww oo oo dd   CC oo nn tt rr aa cc tt oo rr ss   
GG AA RR DD EE NN   MM AA II NN TT EE NN AA NN CC EE   

  

Grass and Hedge cutting, 
Pruning, weeding, 

Planting etc..... 
	  	  

EE NN QQ UU II RR II EE SS ::   
00 11 77 99 88   88 66 77   33 33 88     

OO rr       00 77 99 77 33   33 77 00   77 22 77   

Pescadora’s Private Hire

Graffham based Luxury 
Taxi Service

07467 521760

Please call, text or email for a quote.
24 hour service available  

by prior arrangement.

Pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com
www.pescadorashire.co.uk
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West Sussex Logs 

Logs cut to size, 
all seasoned timber
Two days for delivery 

once ordered 
Contact: 

 01730814751 
07950035997

Southern Counties  
Tree Services

Skilled Surgery in all aspects of Tree Care

*Hedge trimming
*Landscaping

*Tree reduction
*Logs supplied

Tel: 01243 814854
Mob: 07774 012961

barneslogs@gmail.com

 
 

 

 
JJeemmmmaa  LLaannggffoorrdd  DDCC                      PPaattrriicckk  TThhoommaass  DDCC  

 
Treating all musculoskeletal conditions related to the spine, along 

with hips, knees, shoulders and many soft tissue injuries. 
 

We also offer a range of other treatments with our team of 
complementary therapists 

    
FF oo oo tt   HH ee aa ll tt hhFF oo oo tt   HH ee aa ll tt hh                     AA cc uu pp uu nn cc tt uu rr eeAA cc uu pp uu nn cc tt uu rr ee                 PP hh yy ss ii oo tt hh ee rr aa pp yy   PP hh yy ss ii oo tt hh ee rr aa pp yy           

MM aa ss ss aa gg ee   MM aa ss ss aa gg ee               
EE aa rr   WW aa xx   RR ee mm oo vv aa ll   EE aa rr   WW aa xx   RR ee mm oo vv aa ll           HH ee aa rr ii nn gg   HH ee aa rr ii nn gg   TT ee ss tt       RR ee ff ll ee xx oo ll oo gg yyTT ee ss tt       RR ee ff ll ee xx oo ll oo gg yy             

BB oo tt oo xx   aa nn dd   FF ii ll ll ee rr ssBB oo tt oo xx   aa nn dd   FF ii ll ll ee rr ss                 
 

    
TT ee ll   00 11 77 99 88   33 44 55 11 44 55TT ee ll   00 11 77 99 88   33 44 55 11 44 55     

    
The Old Bakery Golden Square Petworth West Sussex The Old Bakery Golden Square Petworth West Sussex 

GU28 0APGU28 0AP     ww ww ww .. ss oo uu tt hh dd oo ww nn ss cc hh ii rr oo pp rr aa cc tt ii cc .. cc oo .. uu kkww ww ww .. ss oo uu tt hh dd oo ww nn ss cc hh ii rr oo pp rr aa cc tt ii cc .. cc oo .. uu kk     
 

	   SMART CARS 
PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI SERVICE 

  
  

Executive Salon & 6 Seater Cars 
Chauffeuring Service 

Professional, Personal & Reliable 
Accounts & Corporate Business Welcome 

Airport, Docks & London Runs 
Same Day Courier Parcel Service 

  

“Any time, any place, anywhere” 
  

FOR QUOTES & BOOKINGS  
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC 

0800 44 88 030 / 07823 559099 
www.smartcars.uk.com 

S.T Tree Services
Sam (Treeman) Trott
For All Your Tree Work 

and also Hedge Cutting,  
Fencing & Gates  

plus Logs Supplies
Contact Sam Trott on:  

07595 429625 
samtrott2189@gmail.com

Roger Poat & Partners
Funeral Directors &  
Monumental Masonry 
Consultants

 

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9DE

Telephone 01730 812094 
(24 Hours)
• Pre-need Funeral Plans 
• Private Chapel
Email: info@rogerpoat.co.uk
Michael Miller & Partners Ltd
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02392 632 275 
countryhousecompany.co.uk

Selling, Letting & Managing properties 
in West Sussex 

KLE Decorators Ltd
Unit C12
New Barn Farm
Funtington
Chichester
West Sussex
PO18 9DA
07880 317071
hello@kledecorators.co.uk
kledecorators.co.uk

We are totally committed to the finest quality 
of painting and decorating that there is. 
Be it the high-end painting & decorating of apartments and 
offices, refurbishment of kitchens & bathrooms, full interior 
refurbishments, or renovation works on a listed building, 
we ensure that all of our work is carried out thoroughly, 
with due diligence by all our painters & decorators.

Our decorating services include:
• Painting

• Spraying

• Wallpapering

• Specialist coatings

• Traditional paintwork

• Feature walls

• Coving

• Plaster and render repairs

• Woodwork repairs

•  Special effects such as 
graining, marbling, murals
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All Saints Chapel Trust    Chairman: Clive Rowntree 01798 867536
Badminton Club      David Rowlands      01798 861609
Bees/Swarms Wisborough Green Beekeepers:           Tom Moore 01798 343470  
        mob. 07984 606214
     Murray West (local beekeeper) eves. 01798 867048
Citizens Advice Bureau       03448 487969
Chichester District Council Enquiries      01243 785166
District Councillor: Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk     01798 342452
Dog Warden Office        01243 534734
                   Emergency Office 01243 785339
Empire Lunch Club:             Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567
Foresters Arms        01798 867386
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School       01798 867324
Bellringing Point of Contact      Reverend Vivien  01798 867199
Graffham Archives             Robin Brind 01798 867619
Graffham Bowls Club  
     Chairman: Sheila Allen  01798 342869
      Secretary: Liz Pegram   01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club    Bill Barrett    01798 867113 
Graffham Down Trust    Chairman: Jim Kirke  01798 867026
Graffham Empire Movies    Sally Blunt    01798 867346
Graffham Festival Committee    Simon Mitchell   01798 867519  
     Richard Davidson   01798 867232
Graffham Garden Group    Martin Buckley   01798 867234
Graffham Health Support Association   Chair Alison Davidson  01798 867232
Membership Secretary    Nicky West   01798 867048
Hospital Transport & Prescription Collection Ann Rowney    07391 802541  
     ann.rowney@icloud.com 
Loan of Equipment     Shirley Behan   01798 867265
Graffham Nursery c/o School Office      01798 867324
Graffham Tennis Club    Chairman: Simon Longman  01798 867317
     Membership: Richard Gyles  01798 867484 
     Coaching: Emma Amin  01798 867063
Graffham Village Shop Association   Chair: Hugh Brown   01798 867561 
     Treasurer: Steve Dover   07770 499223
     Secretary: Stuart Mathie   01798 867519
Andrew Griffith, MP Arundel and South Downs
     Andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund    c/o Graffham PC Clerk  01798 867020
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society  Celia Tinker   01798 867287
Lodsworth Croquet Club Secretary   John West    01798 861515
Midhurst & Petworth Observer    Nikki Jeffery   01243 534163 
National Trust (Lavington Common)   Fiona Scully    01730 816363
Neighbourhood Watch    Michael Crickmay   01798 867486
Oil Syndicate     Derek Bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Foodbank (emergency food supplies)     07501 921617
Seaford College Office        01798 867392
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT)    Jane Willmott    01730 810363
Three Moles     Ollie Boulton & Tom Richardson 01798 861303 
Thursday Club     Secretary: Diane Bellis  01798 867444
West Sussex County Council    Enquiries    01243 777100
County Councillor     Tom Richardson   07463 785039 
White Horse         01798 867331

Directory
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DOCTORS
   The Surgery, Petworth             01798 342248
   Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst           01730 812121
   Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit                        01483 782334 
POLICE        In Emergency dial      999
                 Non-Emergency dial      101
Email:         101@sussex.pnn.police.uk
 
Recreation Ground Committee 
   Treasurer            Bernard Bayly        1798 867042
   Bookings Secretary                 Peter Carr      01798 867148
           graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com
 
East Lavington Parish Council  
   Chairman            Charles Britton 
        charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk  
   Clerk                   Amy Harte      07889 979820 
     eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
  
Empire Hall Committee            empirehall@gmail.com
   Treasurer           Carole Sargent      01798 867460 
   Secretary          Carol Tompkins      01798 867773
   Bookings Secretary     Eira Ashby     01798 867297
   Hall Promotions          Liz Nicholson, liz.empirehall@gmail.com 
 
Graffham Parish Council
   Simon Mackie                        mackiepc@gmx.co.uk     
   Mike Simpson                      graffhampc@gmx.co.uk      
 
Graffham Parish News  
   Editor: Rozie Apps         editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com      07986 838987
 
Graffham Parochial Church Council (PCC)
   Rector                                      Reverend Vivien Turner     01798 867199
   Church Wardens             Ginny Barrett      01798 867113 
   PCC Secretary               Diane Bellis      01798 867444
   Treasurer   graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com   Yvonne Butterick     07808 781510
 
Lavington Park Federation 
   Graffham Infant School           Office      01798 867324
   Duncton Junior School          Office      01798 342402
   Friends of Graffham & Duncton School                   01798 867324
  
Graffham Village Shop          Jeeva and Vasu      01798 867700

  
BURST WATER MAINS (Southern Water)  0800 820 999
POWER CUTS (Scottish & Southern Electric)  0800 0727 282
DEFIBRILLATORS are located on the wall outside the Empire Hall and inside the small boiler 
room door on the north side of St Giles Church. The Code is C240Z.




