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New Beginnings
So delighted our final postponed wedding of the season has now successfully taken place. Each occasion has been filled with its own joy and
originality, reflecting the characters of our brides and grooms. And with
thankfulness that their happy days have finally arrived, heralding new beginnings in life together. We look forward to new wedding enquiries again!
And to our own new beginnings in parish life this autumn. These include: Coffee mornings and Tea afternoons to meet and enjoy each
other’s company in our village. See September and October’s invitations
later in this magazine.
A new monthly Service in church from September onwards encouraging
family participation, to take place normally on the third Sunday of each
month. Our first offering is ‘Bring Your Bike to Church’ Service on Sunday
19th September at 10.30am. Come with or without bike and give thanks
to God for the joy of cycling in our wonderful South Downs countryside.
Our annual parish sponsored walk on Saturday 25th September. This
takes a different form this year. We are following a circular route outside
the perimeter of our parish, in the tradition of ‘Beating the Bounds’. We’ll
leave you guessing as to the distance! If you’d like to discover for yourself
and learn where the boundary of our ecclesiastical parish falls, we’d love
company for all or part of the day. See notice and let me know. Or support us with sponsorship to help our church continue to serve the parish
community within its bounds. Thank you.
A Village Harvest Lunch the following day, Sunday 26th September at
12.30pm. This replaces the traditional Harvest Supper. If the weather is
fine the lunch will take place in the newly landscaped Empire Hall Garden, otherwise inside. It’s FREE for Graffham residents, with a two-course
hot lunch provided, though this year please let us know you are coming
beforehand. Contact Diane Bellis: 01798 867444
It feels good to be listing these new plans, after so long living with restrictions. We do not forget the need for caution or flexibility, however and
remain ready to adjust as necessary to ensure maximum possible safety.
Do join in any of these events, as we do our best to serve you here. And
come to church, it will do you – and us – good!
Wishing you every blessing
Reverend Vivien
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Ultrafast Fibre Broadband
We’re sorry for the relative silence in recent months but we have GREAT
NEWS! OpenReach have now provided a final offer and contract to
proceed with our plans to deliver full fibre broadband to every premise
on the Graffham exchange. The scheme is affordable and can be fully
funded by the Government Gigabit Broadband Voucher scheme with additional funds provided by West Sussex County Council. These vouchers
are worth up to £4000 per household so we will be re-starting our efforts
to get as many households as possible to pledge to our Community Fibre
Partnership scheme. If you have not already contacted us or are new to
Graffham, East Lavington or Hoyle (you will have an 867*** phone number) then please contact us with your name, address, email and phone
number. The only commitment to qualify for the vouchers is to
pledge to purchase a fibre broadband connection for one year
once the new fibre network has been installed. This needn’t be
more expensive than your current Superfast broadband, though you will
be able to order up to a 1Gb connection. For many this will be a significant improvement to currently unacceptable broadband speeds, so even
if you are relatively happy with your current service, you will benefit from
a full-fibre connection and your participation would greatly benefit the
scheme to ensure it is fully funded.
If you have already given us your details you don’t need to do
anything now. In approximately three months time we will email you
and ask you to submit to the voucher scheme and once we are over the
minimum threshold of 202 properties prepared to pledge their vouchers we will have a fully funded scheme so all 365 properties will get free
gigabit infrastructure - if you have any queries please contact us as per
below.
Simon Longman (for East Lavington) simon.longman@gmail.com
Mark Stewart (for Graffham) mark.stewart@aldingtoncapital.com
Ginny Barrett (for Graffham) v.j.kingsmill@qmul.ac.uk
Bridget Adler (for Hoyle) bridgetadlerinteriors@gmail.com
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Eco-Church Explorers
Thank you to Michael Blencowe and friends from Sussex Wildlife Trust,
and to Annie, for visiting our churchyards in August to explore possibilities of encouraging nature there. We look forward to developing their
thoughts further, to help our conservation area become more fruitful.

Flower Arrangers Needed for
Saint Giles Church/All Saints Chapel
The Church/Chapel is in need of
flower arrangers to join our church rota for 2022.
Amateur and beginners would be most
welcome as would experience flower arrangers.
If you are interested or wish to know more
please contact Diane: 01798 867444
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‘Bring your Bike to Church’ Service
St Giles Graffham Churchyard or Church
Sunday 19 September at 10.30am
With blessing of the bicycles. New monthly Family Worship. All welcome on two feet

or two wheels. Bring a waterproof to sit on, if outdoors and on a bike.
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Lavington Park Federation
Graffham CE Infant and Duncton CE Junior Schools
The end of a busy year and looking forward to the next.
We celebrated the end of the summer term 2021, in rather altered style.
We were able to say farewell and good luck to our amazing Year 6 children at Duncton Juniors. They shared their memories of their time at our
schools and sung, danced and joked their way through an uplifting performance on the school field, in front of their parents. It was wonderful to
finally be able to invite these parents, who have supported us for so many
years, to a socially distanced assembly. We wish these amazing young
people every success at their secondary schools.
This year has been a challenge; but we have also learnt how important
community and kindness are to our ethos as a Federation. The support,
encouragement and understanding of our parents, governors, members
of the churches and community have given to us has been vital to the
wellbeing and success of the last year. Our staff across both schools have
gone above and beyond in every way, to support each family whether in
lockdown or in school, and a great thanks from everyone must go out to
them.
Finally, we say a huge thank you to Mrs Marie Bracey, who was thanked
for her nine years as Chair of Governors of our Federation. She was given a beautiful painting by our inspirational art teacher, Dominique Kenway, as a thank you gift from staff and Governors. Thank you very much
Marie, you will be much missed.
We welcome new children to both schools this September, and 20 new
Reception children to Graffham CE Infants! We hope for a calmer and
more settled school year.
For more information about our schools, please see our Facebook page
‘Friends of Graffham and Duncton’ and our website https://graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Contact office@graffhaminfant.org.uk or office@dunctonjunior.org.uk if
you are interested in supporting or looking round our schools as prospective parents.
Helen Martin
Headteacher
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The Hornet Robberfly
Once upon a time in the West Country. Dartmoor. August 1977.
High noon. A young boy wanders away from a family picnic. The
sun beats down and buzzards cry and circle overhead. The boy is
startled by a short, snappy rattle like the sound of bullets spinning in
a revolver. He turns and finds himself face to face with an incredible
looking animal. It’s a fly. But a fly like no other. The boy reaches for
his camera – but he’s too slow on the draw. With a rattle the fly
launches itself into the air and is gone.
That first encounter with the hornet robberfly is one of my earliest
and most vivid wildlife memories and had a huge impact on me.
When I returned home I searched through all my ‘I-Spy’ and ‘Spotter’s Guide’ books but couldn’t find anything that looked remotely
like the beast I had seen. For years I believed I had encountered
some weird, mythical beast and I vowed to hunt one down and
photograph it to prove its existence.
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Insects don’t come much weirder or as impressive than the
Hornet Robberfly. There are 28 species of robberfly in Britain and
the Hornet Robberfly is the leader of this wild bunch. At up to
28mm long, it’s Britain’s biggest fly with a dusty yellow abdomen
giving it a hornet-like resemblance. It has huge oval black eyes
and a big ginger beard just like Yosemite Sam. This rootin’, tootin’ robberfly is a ferocious critter, although they never bother
humans. But every grasshopper’s knees start knocking at the
mere mention of its name.
Like all good bandits, they’ll wait on a high point in their long
grass landscape until an unfortunate grasshopper hops along
into their valley. Then, with their rattling, buzzing war-cry, they’ll
swoop down and snatch up their victim in their hairy legs. Hornet
Robberflies dispatch their prey with a lethal weapon - a sharp
beak which can pierce a grasshopper’s tough armour and drain
the very life from them. These robberflies lay their eggs on cowpats and their young bury into the soil where they hunt underground for three years before emerging as adults in late summer.
Hornet Robberflies are rare; a vanishing memory of a bygone
age when our countryside was truly wild and not sterilised by
insecticides.
I had to wait decades to see another Hornet Robberfly. I was
drifting through the high plains of the South Downs when I heard
that familiar rattle from behind me which instantly transported me
back to that little boy on Dartmoor. But this time I was ready. My
hand tightened around my camera ready to draw, point and
shoot as I turned to face an old acquaintance.
Michael Blencowe,
Head of Community Action for Wildlife
Sussex Wildlife Trust,
michaelblencowe@sussexwt.org.uk
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Graffham Downs Trust
Quiz Night
Graffham was back having
evening fun in the Empire Hall for
the first time in around 18 months
at the long delayed Graffham
Down Trust quiz on Friday 20
August.
Seventy villagers gathered for event, raising the roof with laughter – and
£750 for the nature reserves in the hills overlooking their homes.
The event was originally scheduled for April 2019 and then postponed
multiple times because of the various pandemic lockdowns.
The trust’s Jim Kirke opened the evening with a brief update on what’s
been going on at the reserves over the past 18 months, before handing
over to question master, Michael Blunt.
Keeping scorer Peter Hardcastle busy, only a few points separated the
11 teams over the six rounds of questions, under the themes of Famous
Faces, Nature, Sky and Stars, Here and Now, Yummy!, and Musical Intros.
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Graffham Tennis Club
Our busy summer season is not quite over but we've had many great
matches recently. We have to schedule all of our home league games
between mid-May to the end of July as the evening light isn't long enough
for us to complete four sets outside of these times. Our Ladies A team
have had the toughest season but have played remarkably well in Division 1 given they are playing county and coaching level players every
week. They have secured their place in the division for next season with
enough points to avoid relegation following good draws and narrow
losses in the final matches. The Men's team won their last matches to
currently place second in the division but with other teams having games
in hand, our finishing position is likely to be third or fourth. The Ladies B
team posted an 8-0 loss to Liphook away but won 5-3 on the home leg.
Midhurst Ladies will be league champions beating Graffham 6-2 in the
final match. Our Mixed Doubles has been very sociable and competitive
overcoming Fernhurst 7-1 in their last game.
Tennis Week at the end of July provided the usual brilliant opportunities to play and socialise. The rain managed to disrupt a few events and
we were not able to make use of the grass courts for more than the first
couple of days before they became sodden and lifeless, but they looked
and played fantastic before the rain arrived. My highlight of the week
was the junior match played in brilliant sunshine on Monday afternoon.
Our coach, Richard Hopp, invited top players from other local clubs in
a Graffham vs the Rest of the World match. Joseph Steyn, Araya Jeeva,
Lawrence Bates, Theo Longman, Gene Slattery, Freddie Wethered, Maisie
Amin and Aubrey Bamber all were fantastic ambassadors for our club, as
were our brilliant hosts, Emma Amin and Diana Pettifer. Many thanks to
all those in the Club who organised, hosted, played and consumed (hic).
It was a much needed return to normality.
See you on the courts,
Simon
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Church Services and Activities for September
Visitors to Graffham are welcome at all our services
St Giles Church is at the far end of Graffham Street near the Downs.
All Saints’ Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop.
Our Church and Chapel are open daily for visitors.
Sunday 5 September Parish Eucharist St Giles Church 10.30am
Tuesday 7 September Morning Prayer All Saints’ Chapel 9am
Wednesday 8 September Burial of Ashes 11.30am
+
Sunday 12 September Parish Eucharist St Giles Church 10.30am and
Evensong at All Saints Chapel 6pm
Tuesday 14 September Morning Prayer All Saints Chapel 9am and
Pilgrims+ at Botany Bay 10am
Wednesday 15 September Coffee Morning at Frederick House 10.30am
+
Sunday 19 September BCP Holy Communion at St Giles Church 9am and
‘Bring Your Bike to Church’ Service St Giles Churchyard or Church 10.30am
Tuesday 21 September Morning Prayer All Saints Chapel 9am and
Pilgrims+ 10am (location tbc)
Thursday 23 September Meeting for PCC members 6pm
Saturday 25 September ‘Beating the Bounds’ Sponsored Walk see notice
+
Sunday 26 September Parish Eucharist at St Giles Church 10.30am and
Harvest Lunch at Empire Hall Garden or Hall 12.30pm see notice
+
Sunday 3 October Harvest Parish Eucharist at St Giles Church 10.30am and
Taize Prayer at St Giles Church 6pm
Tuesday 5 October Morning Prayer All Saints Chapel 9am
+++++
See www.stgilesgraffham.org or St Giles Church Graffham Facebook page
to confirm services.
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE
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Graffham Calendar 2021
September
Sat 4		
		
		
Sat 11		
Wed 15
Sun 19
Mon 20

Comedy Dinner – Only Fools and Horses, a dinner show
(by the same company that did the Allo Allo event last year
for the Petworth nursing home).
Chaps Choir and Anna Tabbush, CANCELLED
Coffee morning, Frederick House, Graffham, 10.30am-12pm
‘Bring your bike to Church’ service, 10.30am
East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.

October
Wed 13
Sat 16		
		
Wed 27

Tea afternoon, Marsh Farm, Graffham, 2.30-4pm
The Simon Bates Big Band a 17 piece big band with swing
dance demos/teachers in the house. Delayed from this year.
Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club. 12.30 for 12.45pm.

November
Fri 12		
		
Mon 15
Wed 24

Fleetwood Bac (a Fleetwood Mac tribute band). Delayed
from this year.
East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club. 12.30 for 12.45pm.

St Giles Church –
Parish Priest’s Discretionary Fund
This fund provides occasional support to
local people as required. If you think we
might help you, we’ll be glad to do so if
we can. Contact Revd Vivien at
reverendvivien@gmail.com
01798 867199
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Autumn
at Bellmans
Valuation Days
Tuesday to Thursday
9:30am – 4:30pm
Our specialists are available
for valuations, please see our
website for more information.

bellmans.co.uk
*Results subject to buyers premium @ 22% + VAT.

Pierre-Eugene Montezin (French, 1874 – 1946), Carriole sur la
route bordee d’arbres, oil on canvas. Sold for £5,000 (plus BP).*

SUSSEX
Newpound, Wisborough Green, West Sussex, RH14 0AZ
01403 700858 sussex@bellmans.co.uk

A memory of last year
Make space, make room each
day
Divide and conquer is the way
Keep your distance maybe shout
if you see a friend when out

We magnify our daytime worries
Half a mind to keep away
(the other half to chat and stay)
We pass by on the other side
waving and keeping rules applied
One day soon we’ll all be free
to join with all humanity

All our tomorrows are still
in our heads,
Pillows and duvets and
staying in bed,
Dreams and nights are
full of stories,

Here’s to freedom!
Susan Hill
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Roadside hedges, ditches and tree management
Many garden maintenance businesses are asked to maintain verges,
garden hedges and trees growing near/overhanging roads and footpaths
in the normal course of their management programme or schedule of
works. It is worth reflecting and considering the potential ramifications
that may arise and affect your business.
There are as many scenarios regarding roadside hedges as there are
roads! Footpaths are generally not problematic, providing the vegetation
is cut back to allow clear access along the pathway, with no injurious
plants e.g. brambles or nettles causing difficulties for pedestrians (especially elderly or those with pushchairs and prams that may need extra
space to negotiate). Footpaths are rarely problematic, and those that are
in need of hard cutting back will be obvious.
Responsibility for maintaining roadside verges and hedges alongside a
major highway will fall under the County Council Highways Department,
and they are obliged, by Law, to maintain them by keeping them cut well
back under a number of difference Acts and Local By-Laws regarding
sight lines for traffic safety, overhanging branches of trees are kept within
bounds by the same Authorities and do not become part of any maintenance regime carried out by a Garden Contractor.
The roadside hedges that are most likely to affect Garden Contractors
are those found along country lanes and ‘B’ Roads. Many will have verges and ditches that require management – note, not necessarily maintenance – but management, to keep them in good order. The reason for
the qualification is that many verges are subject to ecological experiments
involving management techniques including wildflower projects, and
should not be touched by Third Parties without spoiling long-term surveys,
often involving Government funding.
You only need to be aware of the possibility of such a situation and be
reassured in writing by your customer – not as a waiver, but as a statement of belief. As far as they are aware, there are no experiments currently being conducted outside their property. Always bear in mind that it
is likely that the centre of the hedge is the boundary of the property.
The presence of a ditch along the roadside may be an indicator or
ownership, as traditionally the owner of the ditch has the right and legal responsibility under Riparian Rights and Responsibilities to maintain
the ditch in good order to allow the free flow of surface water along the
boundary of the property. Material excavated from the ditch was tra15

ditionally spread along and under the hedge, thereby maintaining the
health of the plants and stability of the bank.
Trees that overhang roadsides are also the responsibility of the owner,
and should be kept cut back and maintained to prevent vehicular traffic
from being affected. This requirement to allow free movement of traffic
covers both pedestrians and vehicles, including cycles. Pedestrian paths
should have 2.1m minimum height clearance, and 5.2m height clearance
(sometimes more, depending on the road and type of traffic) for vehicles.
These are legal duties, which the owner should be aware to maintain
under their Duty of Care for the safety of users. (Highways Act 1980 refers)
Failure to comply may result in an order from the Council obliging the owner
to maintain the hedges and trees, otherwise formal action may follow.
Note too, that hedges should be cut back to prevent obstructing road
signs, street lights or other public lamps in accordance with the Highways
Act. All works carried out on the highway (and this term includes minor
roads) should be undertaken in accordance with the recommendations
found in Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Regulations as appropriate.
Flail mowers must be used in a manner that the machine can cut in the
direction of the flow of traffic, and is undertaken in good visibility and
in daylight to reduce the risk of flying debris and stones, and ensure the
attention of passing traffic. Warning signs should be set out along the
approach roads at appropriate distances bearing in mind potential traffic
speed, sight lines and bends.
All workers undertaking this type of work must carry full Public Liability
insurance, specifically including these operations. All staff must be fully
competent in the use of all equipment in their care.
All debris that arises during cutting operations must be kept clear of
the pathways and roads, and ensure that all staff undertaking the work
are qualified and competent. Appropriate PPE and warning signage are
essential, as is appointing a Banksman, armed with a broom, to keep an
eye open for passers by of all types and keep their pathway clear of trip
hazards.
Appropriate staff training is advisable, together with full risk assessments and method statements. Operators involved in any works near to
roads must be aware of the risks to themselves, their work colleagues
and others. A suitable first aid kit and qualified First Aider should be a
pre-requisite for any team working under these conditions.
Timing of these works is very important. Hedge cutting and tree maintenance are time consuming works, and require careful planning to
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ensure a one-visit operation. Where possible, the winter months are the
best time, to avoid disturbing nesting birds and other species that may be
foraging during warmer months amongst the floor of the hedgerow or
banks. Most plants will have finished flowering and dropped their seeds
during the winter, and most autumn berries and fruits will have been taken by birds and other wildlife.
In more rural areas, there may be an element of coppicing or pruning
some of the stronger growing species such as ash and oak to branch out
instead of growing evermore upwards and losing the benefit of providing
a hedge screen and wildlife highway.
Be aware that hedgerows may not be removed without permission
under the Hedgerows Removal Act 1997. Any hedge that needs to be
removed for whatever reason must have a fully detailed permit following
a system of notification and planning approval. Any ditch so affected may
require suitable diameter pipework to continue the flow of surface water.
Alan Sargent FCIHort MPGCA
www.landscapelibrary.co.uk

Invitation to a Coffee Morning
at Frederick House Graffham
Wednesday 15 September
10.30 to 12noon All welcome.
Supporting St Giles Church.

The Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club will be restarting
from Wednesday 27th October 2021, 12:30 for 12:45pm.
Come and join us for a home cooked
two course meal and coffee £8.00
Please book before 23rd October by
calling Sarah 01798 867567
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Celebration
Reverend Vivien and Phillip would like to thank the congregation at St
Giles for a lovely celebration to mark the completion of three years’ ministry in Graffham. We are appreciating serving in Graffham very much.
And how good to see everyone enjoying cake and fizz in church again,
after a time of lockdown trial.

Graffham Garden Group update
Trips for the remainder of 2021:
• Wed 15th September – Gilbert’s Dahlias, Romsey
• Friday 22nd October – RHS, Wisley
Check Graffhamonline and noticeboards for updates or contact Carole Kirke on 867026
Diary dates for 2022
[assuming Covid allows]
• New Year lunch, Thursday 27th January 2022
• AGM, Friday 11 March 2022
• Spring Plant Sale, 7 May 2022
• Flower Show, 16 July 2022
18
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Regular Activities in The Empire Hall
Mondays		
(see below) OSTEOPATH
					
BOOT CAMP
			
19.30 – 20.30 Abigail Martin (07523 860167)
Tuesdays		
			

8.30 – 12.00
9.00 – 11.00

POST OFFICE
GREAT FEET (see below)

Wednesdays		
9.15 – 10.30
					
Thursdays				
			
10.30 – 11.30
					
					
			
12.15 – 13.15
			
(see below)
			
14.00 – 16.30
Fridays
			
10.30 – 11.15
					

YOGA
Deborah Albone
EASE INTO EXERCISE
Abigail Martin (07523 860167)
BOOT CAMP
Abigail Martin (07523 860167)
OSTEOPATH
POST OFFICE
PILATES – Nicky Capes
(07990 517858 or 01730 812297)

• Osteopath: Mondays and Thursdays, daytime and early evening.
Booking required, ring Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 for an appointment.
• Great Feet (Chiropodist’s Visit): Tuesday 14th September 9.00 – 11.00
Treatment Room. GHSA members only.
Booking required, Vikki Wood (07825 185880)

• Empire Hall Lunch Club from October. Fourth Wednesday of the
month: 12.30 for 12.45. Call Sarah 01798 867567 to book.

Any changes will be posted on the Empire Hall Noticeboard. The Empire
Hall will be available to hire for Children’s Parties,
Wedding Receptions, Private Functions and Classes as restrictions allow.
Website
Email		
Phone		

www.empirehall.org.uk
empirehall@gmail.com
Booking Secretary Eira Ashby 867297
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Graffham Bygones: Charcoal Burners of the Weald
Today as you light your barbecue, consider the humble briquette
you hold in the palm of your hand for charcoal is an amazingly
versatile substance and humankind has found purposes for it since
1500 BC. From when stone-age man picked up a smouldering
carbonised twig to decorate his cave wall; to 904 AD in China
when black powder (gunpowder) was invented; to the twentieth
century cosmetic industry, charcoal and its products have improved
the peoples’ lives. Uses range from purification, filtration, fuel,
medical applications, explosives, art, tooth cleaning, soil improvers
and animal husbandry. It can be seen why charcoal is often described as the most important substance ever created.
There is a long history of charcoal burning in this parish, carried
out under the canopy, on the flatter ground, where the Weald abuts
the Downs. The Fifties Graffham Histories Group refer to a man
called “Luff”, one of the oldest family surnames to come from the
Anglo Saxon tribes of Britain. This particular “Luff” produced spraycoal at the foot of the Graffham Downs. “Spray” is an old Sussex
term for brushwood or waste wood. Other Sussex terms for this
commodity include bavins, or hollards. Luff was one of the last
independent underwoodsmen who made his living as a charcoal
burner but he was also a trader, as he would carry the sacks of
spray-coal, on his back, over the Downs to sell in East Dean.
Another record of Graffham charcoal burners is illustrated by the
photographer, George Garland, in November 1938. This burning
was carried out with a portable steel ring kiln. These steel ring kilns
shortened the burn period required to burn the charcoal. The Fifties
History Group reveals that in 1939-45, conscientious objectors
made charcoal in Graffham for use in gas masks, needed for
WW2. Indeed, the charcoal industry also saw a resurgence in 1915,
following the threat of gas attacks to frontline troops in WW1.
An event which illustrated the local demand for charcoal took
place recently, on 10th July, 2021. The Wealden Iron Research
Group carried out an experimental smelt using charcoal in a furnace in an attempt to produce iron. At the end of the firing, they did
21

manage to produce a bloom of iron. This event embodies the story
of charcoal production in this area whereby smelting furnaces were
fuelled by charcoal, creating a huge demand for charcoal and
timber but by the nineteenth century, with the advent of coke, this
demand ceased with the production of iron being moved to the
Black Country.
Before the use of coke, this was the traditional method for making
a charcoal stack constructed near the site, where the wood had been
felled. Each stack began with the construction of a central flue,
around which wood was stacked, repeated two or three times. A
core of brushwood was placed around a thick stake or ‘motty pin’ or
‘mottle peg’. Wood was then stacked in a complex dome structure
leaning towards the centre with its ‘motty pin’ chimney in the middle
for lighting. Vents controlled the flow of the air to allow the fire to
draw and prevent the temperature rising. The dome was covered
with leaf mould, bracken, straw then wet sand, earth and turf.
Once built the ‘motty pin’ would be removed. The Hearth Master
used a long-handled shovel, known as a ‘shool’, to gather embers
from the fire. He dropped them down the chimney of the stack,
where they would act as the incendiary charge. The stack was
sealed, leaving the wood to slowly carbonise, taking several days.
When the charcoal was ready wisps of blue smoke could be seen.
To monitor the process, charcoal burners had to tend the fire night
and day and so lived on site in a hut. So as colliers did not fall
asleep during their vigil they sat
on a one-legged stool. According to Lisa Hill in Time and The
Practice of Charcoal Burning
the end of the leg was tapered
to a point, so that the sitter’s
weight would drive the stool
into the ground. Continual
effort was then needed to keep
the stool steady, keeping the
collier awake to tend the stack.
The huts that the colliers lived
22

in were temporary structures, leaving few archeological remains.
However, in Sussex Industrial History, Issue 14, an excavation is documented of a more substantial burners’ hut in Fittleworth which had a
conical structure with a diameter of 7m, larger than most huts.
The charcoal colliers “lived a life out of time” which Lisa Hill
describes as ”following a pattern that had been constant for many
centuries.” Some description of this traditional lifestyle is included
in Swallowdale by Arthur Ransome with Old and Young Billy who
are charcoal burners. It was a timeless, solitary life as A. A. Milne
describes:
The Charcoal Burner has tales to tell
He lives in the forest
alone in the forest
he sits in the forest
alone in the forest
And the sun comes slanting between the trees
Pauline Goodwin

The interest in Fleetwood Bac is very high.
Tickets will be on sale online from 1st September,
it is highly recommended to secure your tickets as
early as possible.
Thanks, Jim Kirke
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www.fleetwoodbac.com

Friday 12th November 8.00pm
Empire Hall, Graffham, GU28 0QB
Doors and Bar open 7.30pm
Tickets through www.empirehall.org.uk
Balcony with guaranteed seating £35
General Admission £20
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“Spot on. A thoroughly professional and
entertaining evening. Fans of the real
thing will certainly not be disappointed.”
The Stage
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Graffham Nature Watch
For those who don’t know, we now have a wonderful Facebook page to
share photos of beautiful sights around Graffham. Here are a few recent
finds from the community.
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Above ©Jonathan Simons. Below left ©Paul Stickley,
below right ©Sally Blunt
Left page. Top ©Paul Stickley. Below, both ©Ann Rowney
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Work Party
A work party of Graffham gentlemen volunteers has spent a number of
mornings this summer getting St Giles’ churchyard and graveyard shipshape.
Brambles, ivy, elder and all sorts of other weeds that had completed
covered a number of graves have been cut back for the first time in several years and will now be kept under control with regular mowing and
trimming – while allowing wildflowers to bloom around the perimeter for
the benefit of insect life. Climbers that could cause damage to walls have
also been cut back
Hedges were given a haircut before nesting season and will have a further tidy up in the autumn, when the remaining brambles and elder etc.
will be brought under control.
Under the leadership of Stuart Lewis, those who have helped have
included Michael Blunt, John Bracey, Hugh Brown, Patrick Churchward,
Tim Crow, Peter Hardcastle, Sandy Macqueen, Stuart Mathie and Neil
McLean.
If you would like to join at any future churchyard work parties, please
contact Stuart at: jsl3wis@gmail.com
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Graffham Garden Group

Outing to Gilbert’s Dahlias, Romsey
Wednesday 15th September

• Talk about growing and propagating Dahlias
• Walk through the dahlia field - 400 varieties of Dahlias followed by chance
to place orders for 2022 as well as buy plants
• General plant nursery growing a large selection of unusual perennials as
well as stocking a good selection of trees and shrubs
• Tea in their tearoom
We will leave Graffham at 12.40, aiming to arrive there at 2pm
Please let me know if you would like to go on this trip

Contact; Carole Kirke 01798 867026
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Weddings
Final wedding photos of the season. Posy and Ollie (right), and Rachel
and Toby (below), two couples now happily married at St Giles in August.
Here are their photos, including the now-traditional posting of the wedding document in the letter box just outside the lych-gate. Every blessing
to you all.
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Update on tree felling operations
at Seaford College
English Woodlands Forestry are the company overseeing the planning and operation of the recent tree felling activity on the
embankment at Seaford College. Laura
Henderson – their Forestry Business Lead
provides a bit of background to the work.
There are two main components to the woodland management work
taking place at Seaford. The first has been the thinning of Ash trees –
mostly at the base of the hill. This has been necessary as sadly the Ash
is suffering from a potentially fatal disease called Ash Dieback. We have
removed the most severely affected trees but left any that look in better
health in order to maintain the forest canopy and associated ecology.
We will monitor the health of these remaining trees carefully but may be
obliged to remove some more in the coming years.
The other operation is the much more visible and potentially disruptive
removal of the Western Red Cedar on the embankment slope. These trees
were planted in the 1970s as part of a Forestry Commission scheme. In
usual circumstances they would be thinned on a cycle but due to the complexity of the site this was never done and the trees are now becoming
drawn up and liable to blow over.
Since the 1970s, forestry in the UK has changed considerably and there
is now widespread recognition that plantations of single-aged single-species conifer on sites that were previous ancient woodland (such as this
one) are detrimental to our ecology and our environmental resilience.
Replacement of such woodland by native broadleaf species is now
encouraged by the Forestry Commission and many other conservation
organisations.
Next year replanting of the site will start using a carefully selected suite
of tree species that are native to England, are more in-keeping with the
South Downs landscape, are better for our native ecology and are resilient to climate change. We are looking forward to planning the planting
and to watching that new woodland grow into a lasting legacy for the
future. We are working with a professional landscape architect to help
with this process.
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The scale of the work might seem drastic – it is a big and visually disturbing job. The complexity and expense of the operation however demands that it has been done over a two – three year time frame. That is
because the planning has to account for the specifications provided by
the Forestry Commission, the limitations of the machinery and systems,
the nature and needs of the ground, the time frames of the school term,
health and safety and the vagaries of the weather. Completing the job
relatively quickly also enables comprehensive consideration of the landscape – especially for the replanting scheme. Without the full picture it
is much harder to do this effectively. This project has therefore had the
endorsement of the Forestry Commission, the South Downs National Park
and the Sussex Wildlife Trust.
We are delighted that some of the timber we are felling will also be
used to clad a new forest school for Seaford College. Putting the timber
into local construction locks up its carbon and reduces emissions.
We are aware that the work has caused some disruption – especially for
local residents and users of the footpaths. This has been exacerbated by
the incredibly wet weather this summer which has made the temporary
rutting to the paths more extreme than we would have liked. We are really grateful for the patience of the public while we finish this challenging
job. This week we are starting to deal with the brash and towards the end
of August we will fully reinstate and regrade the paths and trackways. The
whole site will very quickly respond and will start to green up with grass
and native flora rapidly reducing the visual impact and naturally starting
the process of ecological restoration.

Invitation to a Tea Afternoon
at Marsh Farm Graffham
Wednesday 13 October
2.30 to 4pm All welcome.
Supporting St Giles Church.
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An evening of music and dance with

...Quite simply one of the best BIG BANDS the UK has to offer.

Saturday 16th OCTOBER 8.00pm
DOORS AND CASH BAR OPEN 7.30PM

Empire Hall, Graffham, GU28 0QB
Tickets are available from empirehall.org.uk
General Admission £20, seating not guaranteed
Balcony Area £35, with guaranteed seating

Demonstration Lindy Hop/Swing dancers will be there to show the way and provide
ticket holders with an opportunity to practice before the event. As one can imagine
space will be limited for this crackerjack evening and the dance area will be no less
than 25 square meters (which is not as much as it might sound).

Dress as smart as you want
This event can only go ahead if COVID regulations allow,
tickets will be refunded if we cannot go ahead.
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The Simon Bates Big Band is an 18 piece power station of musical magic.
The all-star line-up assembled by top saxophonist and musical director
to the stars Simon Bates includes Shirley Bassey’s lead trumpet player,
members of funk band Incognito, a finalist of BBC Young Jazz Musician
of the Year, Van Morrison’s drummer, The Syd Lawrence Band’s front man
and even a member of the Wombles!

The Band has appeared as a headline
act at many festivals including The
2019 Jazz Gin & Blues Festival and four
appearances at the West Green
House Festival.
Testimonials to Simon Bates’ band
include Alice Cooper, Charles Kennedy,
Boy George, James Nesbitt, Anastasia,
Robbie Coltrane, Jay Kay, Aleisha Dixon,
Terry Wogan, Tony Hatch, Cilla Black,
Chaka Khan and John Dankworth.

The programme will be assembled from
an exciting mix of classic instrumental
and vocal big band numbers from the
great bandleaders including Glen Miller,
Count Basie and Duke Ellington and from
the stunning vocal arrangements sung by
the likes of Frank Sinatra, Nat King Cole
and Matt Monroe. The sound of all these
amazing musicians playing full-on in the
lively acoustics of The Empire Hall will
take your breath away!

With many reviews in the public
domain these two sum it up!

Thank you so much for last night,
you were all wonderful and
succeeded in creating the most
amazing atmosphere in that room.
Please pass my thanks on to all the
members of the band and I’m sorry
I was not able to thank them all
personally at the end of the evening.
You sounded wonderful and really
added something exceptional to the
occasion - were already worrying
about how we are going to achieve
the same next year!!

I don’t think the word
‘amazing’ can be used
enough times in one sentence
to sum you up ...even if
you were to put “amazingly
amazing” - which still doesn’t
do it much justice!

Jez Rose

Margaret Andraos
English National Ballet
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Petworth Area Churches Together
Over the past two months the PACT Food Bank has made a regular
monthly food box (or boxes) delivery to 48 families – approximately
80 boxes per month. UK Harvest provide us with fresh fruit and veg,
as they are able, and this is distributed with the boxes.
This is a mammoth task for our team – not just delivering, but
collecting the sorted food from Chichester (up to a quarter of a ton
of it per week), and also packing the boxes. As usual our volunteers
have responded magnificently, even though we have two of our
regular active volunteers off sick.
At present we are also packing Kids Lunch Packs (KLP), which we
will deliver over the next four weeks, two KLPs per child, to cover
the six weeks school holidays. The KLPs are being packed by two
15-year-olds, as part of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. We
are extremely grateful for their help.
Advance Notice: Autumn Lecture on Friday October 15th at 7.30pm
– with Nola Leach, Chief Executive of CARE ( Christian Action Research and Education). They work at the coalface helping Parliament to make ethical decisions.
More details to follow next month.
Pactpetworth@gmail.com
www.petworthareachurchestogether.com
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Please donate to this food bank by putting any of the listed items in the box
at the village shop. All items available From Vasu and Jeeva but all donations
welcome! Any queries please ring Ann Brown on 01798 867561
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Are you or a small business you know,
looking to advertise?
We still have a few spots available for 2021,
so please get in touch with the editor,
Rozie Apps at:
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com

We are always looking for
content for the Parish
Magazine. Please email the
editor, Rozie, via the email
address on the inside front
cover. The next deadline is
15th September.

ANGUS STUDD
COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES LTD
Mole Catching
“no Mole, No Fee”
Hornets
Wasps

Telephone: 01798 860983
Mobile: 07828 134086

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk
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Water Pipe Repair Services
Allan Marsh

Clear All

07470 440836

Pest Control

Water pipe repairs
Water pipe renewals
Plumbing repairs
Water leak detection
Lead pipe replacement
Drain repairs
Outside taps fitted
Sinks, baths and toilets
Driveway and footpath repairs

Fully qualified professional country
services
Specializing in Hornets, Wasps, Moles,
Rats, Mice & Flies/Cluster Flies
www.clearallpestcontrol.com
Phone Dean on:
07768 986 338

Curtain Making Service
&
Soft Furnishings

	
  

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired
Heating Engineer

Boilers
Agas

Servicers
Breakdown
Installation

Please contact Carole Jewell
01730 815144
07764 233234
carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

Tel 01798 344 213
M 07779 11 33 43
Email: caytonsltd@gmail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
G. Strowbridge
26 Elmleigh
Midhurst
W. Sussex GU29 9EZ
Tel. 01730 812011
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DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL
Prep School for Boys and Girls
from Reception - Year 8

`EXCELLENT’ IN ALL AREAS

ISI INSPECTION SEPTEMBER 2018
Mini-bus available
After school care and activities
Regular scholarships to senior schools
Outstanding Pre-School on site
The Manor • Church Lane •Bury
West Sussex • RH20 1PB
www.dorsethouseschool.com
01798 831456

Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef
Dinner Parties Luncheons
Weddings Canapes
Picnics Buffets
Afternoon TeasDesserts

info@janebellinger.com
www.janebellinger.com

St. Anne’s Cottage, The Street,
Bury, RH20 1PA

Tel 01798 839433

Martin Taylor
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and
Cabinet Maker
Fully fitted and freestanding furniture a
speciality. Cupboards, Wardrobes,
Radiator Covers, Fitted Kitchens.
Design service available.
Mobile 07704 524252
Graffham 01798 867471 (home)
martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk
www.martintaylordesign.co.uk
40

DEEP TISSUE,
REMEDIAL AND
THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE

An award-winning Chartered Building
Company that has worked in the
Sussex area since 1985,
gaining a well-deserved reputation
for professionalism, reliability,
high quality craftsmanship &
project management skills.

Marilyn Ridgway
ITEC, MMTI, MCNHC

01730 812955

Experienced in all types of building
projects, from large commercial to the
sensitive renovation of
listed buildings, bespoke new-builds
or extensions & refurbishments.

andmar2@btinternet.com

Telephone 01243 542056
Email martin@msbc.uk.com
www.msbc.uk.com

	
  

Matt Wheatley

Local Electrician
Part P Approved Contractor

Fully Insured

For prompt & friendly
service please call:

01798 860 799 or
07976 465 974
email:

mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com
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Norwood Contractors
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

P	
  &	
  P	
  DECORATORS	
  
OVER	
  TWENTY	
  YEARS	
  EXPERIENCE	
  IN	
  A LL	
  
TYPES	
  O F	
  	
  
PAINTING	
  A ND	
  D ECORATING	
  

Grass and Hedge cutting,
Pruning, weeding,
Planting etc.....
ENQUIRIES:
01798 867 338
Or 07973 370 727

Friendly	
  professional	
  service	
  -‐	
  	
  
Excellent	
  references	
  
VERY	
  COMPETITIVE	
  PRICES	
  

	
  	
  

David: davdpack3@googlemail.com
FREE	
  ESTIMATE	
  AND	
  ADVICE	
  
01730812186 | Mobile 07751248593
Peter: pwdenyer@bitnternet.com
David	
  
01730
814269
| Mobile
Tel	
  01730	
  
812	
  186	
  
Mobile	
  07810246126
07751	
  248	
  593	
  
E-‐email:	
  d avidpack3@googlemail.com 	
  

P. TUPPER

Carpenter & Joiner

Prompt and Friendly
Telephone Fran or Dean on

Lilac Cottage
Graffham
Petworth

07768 986 338
Based in Lickfold
Est. 1990

prismwindowcleaningltd.com

Tel: 01798 867256

ROGER GUNN

Pescadora’s Private Hire

GARDEN MACHINERY
SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP

Graffham based Luxury
Taxi Service

Fast Friendly Service
Competitive Prices
Collection & Delivery
Available

07467 521760
Please call, text or email for a quote.
24 hour service available
by prior arrangement.

www.rogergunn.co.uk

Telephone 01243 786003
or 07979 752242
located between Lavant and West Dean

Pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com
www.pescadorashire.co.uk
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Roger Poat & Partners
Funeral Directors &
Monumental Masonry
Consultants

SMART CARS

PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI SERVICE
Executive Salon & 6 Seater Cars
Chauffeuring Service
Professional, Personal & Reliable
Accounts & Corporate Business Welcome
Airport, Docks & London Runs
Same Day Courier Parcel Service

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9DE

Telephone 01730 812094
(24 Hours)
• Pre-need Funeral Plans
• Private Chapel

“Any time, any place, anywhere”
FOR QUOTES & BOOKINGS
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

Email: info@rogerpoat.co.uk

0800 44 88 030 / 07823 559099
www.smartcars.uk.com

Michael Miller & Partners Ltd

Southern Counties
Tree Services
Jemma Langford DC

Skilled Surgery in all aspects of Tree Care

Patrick Thomas DC

Treating all musculoskeletal conditions related to the spine, along
with hips, knees, shoulders and many soft tissue injuries.

*Hedge trimming
*Landscaping
*Tree reduction
*Logs supplied

We also offer a range of other treatments with our team of
complementary therapists
Foot Health

Acupuncture
Physiotherapy
Massage
Ear Wax Removal
Hearing Test
Reflexology
Botox and Fillers

Tel: 01243 814854
Mob: 07774 012961
barneslogs@gmail.com

Tel 01798 345145
The Old Bakery Golden Square Petworth West Sussex
GU28 0AP w w w . s o u t h d o w n s c h i r o p r a c t i c . c o . u k

West Sussex Logs

S.T Tree Services
Sam (Treeman) Trott

Logs cut to size,
all seasoned timber
Two days for delivery
once ordered
Contact:
01730814751
07950035997

For All Your Tree Work
and also Hedge Cutting,
Fencing & Gates
plus Logs Supplies
Contact Sam Trott on:
07595 429625
samtrott2189@gmail.com
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We are totally committed to the finest quality
of painting and decorating that there is.
Be it the high-end painting & decorating of apartments and
offices, refurbishment of kitchens & bathrooms, full interior
refurbishments, or renovation works on a listed building,
we ensure that all of our work is carried out thoroughly,
with due diligence by all our painters & decorators.

KLE Decorators Ltd
Unit C12
New Barn Farm
Funtington
Chichester
West Sussex
PO18 9DA

Our decorating services include:

07880 317071
hello@kledecorators.co.uk
kledecorators.co.uk

• Painting

• Coving

• Spraying

• Plaster and render repairs

• Wallpapering

• Woodwork repairs

• Specialist coatings

• Special effects such as
graining, marbling, murals

• Traditional paintwork
• Feature walls

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Sussex
02392 632 275
countryhousecompany.co.uk
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Directory
All Saints Chapel Trust				
Chairman: Clive Rowntree
01798 867536
Badminton Club						
David Rowlands
01798 861609
Bees/Swarms Wisborough Green Beekeepers: 			
Tom Moore
01798 343470
								mob.
07984 606214
					
Murray West (local beekeeper) eves.
01798 867048
Citizens Advice Bureau							03448 487969
Chichester District Council Enquiries						01243 785166
District Councillor: Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk 				
01798 342452
Dog Warden Office								01243 534734
						
Emergency Office
01243 785339
Empire Lunch Club: 					
Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Foresters Arms								01798 867386
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School 						
01798 867324
Bellringing Point of Contact 					
Reverend Vivien
01798 867199
Graffham Archives 						
Robin Brind
01798 867619
Graffham Bowls Club
					Chairman: Sheila Allen		01798 342869
					
Secretary: Liz Pegram 		
01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club 			
Bill Barrett				
01798 867113
Graffham Down Trust 			
Chairman: Jim Kirke		
01798 867026
Graffham Empire Movies 			
Sally Blunt				
01798 867346
Graffham Festival Committee 			
Simon Mitchell			
01798 867519
					Richard Davidson			01798 867232
Graffham Garden Group 			
Martin Buckley			
01798 867234
Graffham Health Support Association 		
Chair Alison Davidson		
01798 867232
Membership Secretary 			
Nicky West			
01798 867048
Hospital Transport & Prescription Collection
Ann Rowney 			
07391 802541
					ann.rowney@icloud.com
Loan of Equipment 				
Shirley Behan			
01798 867265
Graffham Nursery c/o School Office						
01798 867324
Graffham Tennis Club 			
Chairman: Simon Longman		
01798 867317
					Membership: Richard Gyles		01798 867484
					Coaching: Emma Amin		01798 867063
Graffham Village Shop Association 		
Chair: Hugh Brown			
01798 867561
					Treasurer: Steve Dover 		07770 499223
					Secretary: Stuart Mathie 		01798 867519
Andrew Griffith, MP Arundel and South Downs
					Andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund 			
c/o Graffham PC Clerk		
01798 867020
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society
Celia Tinker			
01798 867287
Lodsworth Croquet Club Secretary 		
John West				
01798 861515
Midhurst & Petworth Observer 			
Nikki Jeffery			
01243 534163
National Trust (Lavington Common) 		
Fiona Scully 			
01730 816363
Neighbourhood Watch 			
Michael Crickmay			
01798 867486
Oil Syndicate 				
Derek Bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Foodbank (emergency food supplies)					
07501 921617
Seaford College Office 							01798 867392
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) 			
Jane Willmott 			
01730 810363
Three Moles 				
Ollie Boulton & Tom Richardson
01798 861303
Thursday Club 				
Secretary: Diane Bellis		
01798 867444
West Sussex County Council 			
Enquiries				
01243 777100
County Councillor 				Tom Richardson			07463 785039
White Horse 								01798 867331
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DOCTORS
The Surgery, Petworth 					
Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst 			
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit			
POLICE						
In Emergency dial
					
Non-Emergency dial
Email: 					
101@sussex.pnn.police.uk

01798 342248
01730 812121
01483 782334
999
101

Recreation Ground Committee
Treasurer				
Bernard Bayly
Bookings Secretary			
Peter Carr
				
graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com

1798 867042
01798 867148

East Lavington Parish Council
Chairman 				
Charles Britton
			
charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk
Clerk 					
Amy Harte
					eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
Empire Hall Committee 			
empirehall@gmail.com
Treasurer 				
Carole Sargent
Secretary 				
Carol Tompkins
Bookings Secretary 				
Eira Ashby
Hall Promotions
Liz Nicholson, liz.empirehall@gmail.com

07889 979820

01798 867460
01798 867773
01798 867297

Graffham Parish Council
Simon Mackie 		
Mike Simpson		

mackiepc@gmx.co.uk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk

Graffham Parish News
Editor: Rozie Apps

editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com

07986 838987

Graffham Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Rector
		
Reverend Vivien Turner
Church Wardens				
Ginny Barrett
PCC Secretary				
Diane Bellis
Treasurer graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com Yvonne Butterick

01798 867199
01798 867113
01798 867444
07808 781510

Lavington Park Federation
Graffham Infant School 				
Duncton Junior School				
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School
		

Office
Office

01798 867324
01798 342402
01798 867324

Jeeva and Vasu

01798 867700

Graffham Village Shop				

BURST WATER MAINS (Southern Water)		
0800 820 999
POWER CUTS (Scottish & Southern Electric)		
0800 0727 282
DEFIBRILLATORS are located on the wall outside the Empire Hall and inside the small boiler
room door on the north side of St Giles Church. The Code is C240Z.
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