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Writing from the Rectory: From the ‘Resident Parson’
Two articles I read in mid-January really stand out for me.
Here’s a happy quote from Article 32 of a book recently lent me, In Search
of Fifty South Downs Villages by Andrew Berriman, published in 2021:
“The most sensibly active village in West Sussex. What an accolade!
Graffham won this award in 1954, in a
competition run by the Sussex Rural
PLATINUM JUBILEE SERVICES
Community Council. There were strict
criteria as to what constituted a village.
It had to have seven elements: a church
with a resident parson, a school, a pub,
a recreation ground, a community
centre, a range of clubs, one of which
There will be a special Parish
had to be a Women’s’ Institute. Now,
Communion at St Giles Church
almost 70 years later, Graffham still
on Sunday 6 February at
has all seven (Editors’ note: The
10.30am to mark the 70th
Thursday Club has taken over the
anniversary of The Queen’s
mantle of the village’s WI branch)
succession to the throne, and a
which is impressive in view of its
Festival Thanksgiving Service at
location, surrounded by thick
4pm that day at St Mary’s,
woodland, isolated though in a good
Petworth. All are warmly invited.
way… Graffham is the sort of village
where you only go if you are going
there. But it retains a strong community spirit.” Good for Graffham, to
have this written about us in 2021!
The second article was from the Daily Telegraph of 10 January on falling
church numbers. It cites rural parishes having to share priests as a reason,
London Diocese bucking this trend by retaining the ‘one-priest-one-parish’
4 Continued on next page
Priest in charge: Reverend Vivien Turner
01798 867199 hello@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden: Ginny Barrett 01798 867113
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4 Continued from previous page
model. Founder of the ‘Save the Parish’ campaign Rev Marcus Walker
writes ‘…to win people back to the God they would worship in our
churches, for that we need theologically trained priests, embedded in their
communities, with the time to know and love the people they serve’.
I don’t claim a direct correlation between the existence of a ‘resident
parson’ and a village’s strong community spirit. There are lots of reasons
why Graffham stands out in this way. I do know, though, that ‘time to know
and love the people they serve’ is something I value dearly about being a
priest with a single parish. So, alleluia for that opportunity!
It makes me, like Marcus Walker, want to press for the retention, and
wherever possible restoration, of the ‘one-priest-one-parish’ model of parish
ministry. Although this may not be the apparent direction of travel of
Church of England policy, it’s worth fighting for, I believe.
So, thank you to everyone in this village who helps our parish church
continue in active service in this way. We seek to be a church for the whole
community, religious or otherwise, because strong community spirit only
comes about through mutual respect and love. And that, drawing on the
inspiration of a greater Spirit of love, is what we are all about.
Meantime, we also offer warm congratulations from our West Sussex Parish
of Graffham with Woolavington to Her Majesty the Queen, on the occasion
of the anniversary of her accession to the throne, the Sixth Day of February
in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty Two.
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!

Reverend Vivien

LENT IN GRAFFHAM WITH WOOLAVINGTON
Ash Wednesday: Eucharist with imposition of ashes at St
Giles Church, Graffham, Wednesday 2 March, 6pm.
Lent Course: Tuesdays from 8 March at All Saints Chapel
10am (after 9.30am Morning Prayer).
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Plans take shape for marking jubilee in Graffham
Plans for how Graffham and East Lavington could mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee are starting to take shape after almost 50 people attended
a public meeting to generate ideas, on 21 January at the Empire Hall,
joint editor Philippa Sanders reports.
One key outcome was the setting up of a committee to
lead the co-ordination of the jamboree, initially including
Marie Bracey, Ginny Barrett, Sally Blunt and Revd Vivien.
The public meeting was moderated by Graffham Parish
News joint editor Michael Blunt, who summarised how the
village had celebrated the Diamond Jubilee a decade
ago and the national plans being developed for this year’s royal landmark.
Graffham Parish Council Chairman Simon Mackie and his East Lavington
counterpart Charles Britton outlined how their organisations might help.
Proposals raised from the floor included events that could be staged during
the long jubilee weekend – 2-5 June – and legacy projects that could last
for generations. The latter included the creation of a community orchard, in
line with the ‘green canopy’ theme chosen by the Queen, with a village fruit
press to make juice and cider, along with a wildlife garden and pond. Land
in the village, and more volunteers, are being sought to move this ahead.
An avenue of trees to the north of
the rec was also suggested.
Ideas for weekend events included:
• A street party – to be held in The
Street, outside the Empire Hall, at
the time of the national ‘Big Lunch’.
• Processions, on the theme of the
Queen’s 70-year reign, or
potentially, linking with her love of horses and animals, a parade of as
many as possible of the village’s horses and riders, or dog walkers.
• Activities aimed at the young and old, such as a children’s poetry-writing
competition, the burying of a time capsule, interviews with Graffham’s
oldest residents and history exhibitions.
If you have more ideas or would like to help in any way, contact the
coordination team at graffhamjubilee@gmail.com
February 2022
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GVSA: The team standing up for our village shops
Following December’s celebration marking the presentation of Jeeva’s
British Empire Medal, Chairman of the Graffham Village Shop Association
Hugh Brown explains why the organisation was originally formed, what it
does today – and how you can become involved, playing your part in
safeguarding what are arguably the community’s most valuable assets.

The first thing to stress about the Graffham Village Shop Association
(GVSA) is that it does not run the shop. That responsibility lies with Jeeva,
who owns the business, renting the premises from the GVSA. His BEM
presentation in the Empire Hall in December, to loud cheers, shows how
well he does it and how much he and Vasu are appreciated by the village.
The GVSA’s objects, as expressed in its rules, are ‘for the benefit of
Graffham and neighbourhood … to provide … village retail enterprises and
in particular shops, public houses and garages’ although its prime purpose
was, and still is, to ensure that Graffham has a village shop.
It was formed in 1994 when the imminent closure of Pescods, the store that
had been owned and run for many years by Roger Mozley, threatened that
principle. The history is well recorded of how the community swiftly raised
sufficient money to buy the old garage site and convert it into buildings
occupied by today’s shops, so I will not repeat it here.
Suffice to say that the GVSA now owns and is responsible for the
maintenance and development of the site, the car park and the three
buildings on it – the stores run by Jeeva, the workshop run by Stephanie as
an excellent picture framer, and the residential unit alongside the shop.
Called Chapel View, this house was built a few years ago to ensure there is
always somewhere for future shopkeepers to live. It is currently let out on a
commercial basis because Jeeva and Vasu have their own house next door.
The rental income raised from this and the two retail outlets enables GVSA
to pay for the maintenance and development of the buildings and the site.
In legal terms, the GVSA is a Community Benefit Society registered under
the Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014. It has some
200 members, all of whom live or have lived in the village or close by. It is
run on a day-to-day basis by a management committee which is elected
each year at the AGM. This committee in turn chooses the chairman and
treasurer, appoints a secretary, and is responsible for looking after the
Graffham Parish News
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Standing up for our shops, the GVSA management committee, from left:
Chairman Hugh Brown, committee members Chris Wilson and Ann Rowney,
Vice-Chairman Neil McLean and Secretary Stuart Mathie. Treasurer Steve
Dover was unavoidably absent when the photo was taken.
finances and property of the association, as well as supporting our tenants,
Jeeva and Stephanie.
We encourage everyone in Graffham to back the association and become
members by purchasing a £10 share. Apart from giving you, as a local
resident, a sense of ownership towards these incredibly valuable village
assets, any member can be proposed for election to the committee at the
AGM and play his or her part in safeguarding the future of what many
perceive to be the community’s heart.
If you would like to join or know more about the GVSA, then please let any
of us know. Our contact details are in the Graffham Parish News directory
(see inside back cover), or email gvsa2nd@gmail.com.
After nearly six years as chairman, I shall be standing down at the AGM. I
have thoroughly enjoyed being on the committee and hope the same will be
true for my successor.
February 2022
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Meet your neighbour: The Syed family
A new regular feature, in which we meet one of our village neighbours.
This month, editor Michael Blunt catches up with The Syeds, who moved
into Blytheswood (Withy Cottage), on Selham Road, in the summer.
Matthew Syed is an author, highly acclaimed speaker and consultant in the
field of high performance. He is also a multi-award-winning journalist for
The Times and Sunday Times and a regular broadcaster. Earlier, he was
England table tennis number one for almost a decade, representing Team
GB at the Olympics. He left his Reading state school at 16 to focus on table
tennis. He taught himself to A level, then gained a First in Philosophy,
Politics and Economics at Oxford.
His wife Kathy, is a children’s author and former investment banker and HM
Treasury adviser. She’s also worked as a waitress – and cooked dinners at
a care home for the elderly.
They have two children – Evie (9) and Teddy (7).
What brought you to Graffham? Did you have any links with this part of
the world before? We’d never heard of Graffham let alone been to the
village until we came to look at this house – and we instantly fell in love
with it. We decided in the early summer of 2021 to find a retreat in the
country, somewhere quieter and with more space but within reach of
London. We saw around 10 properties in the southern home counties.
When we came here, we of course looked at the house and garden but
also visited the shop and obviously the pubs – and put an offer
immediately. We didn’t hang around. It all happened quickly and has
proved to be one of the best things we’ve ever done.
How much time do you expect to spend here? As much as possible and, as
soon as we can, all the time. The kids are at school in London and we are
keen not to disrupt their education, although there are some great schools
round here, so for now we are splitting ourselves between our place in
Richmond and here. I work from home a great deal, and this is such a
good place for me to be doing that, so, as well as school holidays and
weekends, I also come here during the week, or even just for an occasional
morning. If we can find a good football team for my son to play in locally,
then we’ll be here even more! Our intention is to make this our full-time
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base as soon as possible. It’s where we intend to spend our retirement and
then pass on to the next generation.
Has Graffham life been as you had expected it to be? It’s been even better
than we ever imagined. You of course are struck by the beautiful
countryside and fresh air and the village amenities when you visit, but it is
only when you actually move in that you discover the best thing about
Graffham – and that is the people who live here, and, most importantly,
that they care so much about the place and create such a strong sense of
community. We’re completely smitten with the place.
How has the family reacted? They absolutely adore it here. As soon as we
moved, the kids were running around the garden, revelling in the space and
the stream alongside our border. They are always clamouring to be here.
Are there any elements of the community in which you particularly would
like to become more closely involved? Pretty well as soon as we arrived, I
joined the bowls and tennis clubs and have been made incredibly welcome
by the lovely people there. When I am here by myself, I’ve been eating
dinner at the village pubs quite a lot, and have been made warmly
welcome by the teams and locals there too.
What is your favourite local place or view? We’ve been walking and I’ve
been running along as many of the footpaths round here that we can find.
We love heading up to Graffham Down and seeing the nature reserves up
there, but my favourite view of all is looking to the north from the rights of
way across Lavington Stud.

February 2022
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Graffham Down Discs: Rozie Apps
In a new regular feature, we invite a Graffham resident to pick his or her
eight favourite tracks, a book and luxury item, with a brief explanation –
rather like in the Radio 4 evergreen. This month’s turn is Rozie Apps, who,
until December, edited this news magazine.

Rozie grew up in West Lavington and has lived in
Graffham for seven years. After studying
journalism and politics at uni, she works now as
Assistant Editor for Permaculture Magazine. Rozie
lives on Westerlands Stud and runs the community
garden there using organic, permaculture
principles, selling the surplus veggies via veg
boxes and on the handmade stall on the farm.
1 Bohemian Rhapsody Queen Possibly the best song ever written?
2 Duality Slipknot It’s pouring with rain. I’m crouching in the middle of
thousands of people in a muddy field. We’re waiting for the drum beat,
and, on cue, we all jump up, singing, shouting and screaming back at the
stage – all as one, all in our element!
3 The Sound of Silence Disturbed A stunning cover of a classic (that I’m
not keen on). His deep voice gives me goosebumps every time I hear it.
4 Sugar Wolf From Autumn to Ashes This takes me back to my youth, and
our gigging days, travelling the South East to see every band we loved.
5 Money for Nothing Dire Straits A classic and great go-to for a
singalong.
6 Misery Greenday A catchy and amusing song from one of the first
bands I was really into.
7 Thunderstruck AC/DC The kings of rock! AC/DC always remind me of
car journeys with my parents, music loud and all of us singing.
8 Dark Days Gerry Cinnamon I’m not much into modern music, so Gerry
Cinnamon has been a gem of a find. This is a very beautiful song.
Book: 1984 George Orwell The one book that has stayed with me. It
changed my whole view of our world, especially our political system.
Luxury item: My Kindle – I cannot live without books. They’re my sanity!

February 2022
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Petworth Fringe goes year-round with Sessions
Petworth Fringe is going year-round, with music and comedy in the
Leconfield Hall every few weeks, under the title Petworth Sessions.
The Fringe has for several years run fun and sounds in our nearby town,
focussed over a couple of weeks, usually in September, but is now also
expanding its scope to ‘take full advantage of the amazing new facilities at
the Leconfield Hall’, which has just benefitted from a head to toe upgrade
costing £250,000, and including a state-of-the-art sound system and
improved air conditioning and ventilation.
The programme for the first few months, on alternate Thursdays, includes:
• 3 February: Annabelle Chvostek Trio, led by the Canadian songwriter of
the same name, blending the worlds of folk and swing.
• 3 March: Hattie Briggs, originally from Chichester, a singer/songwriter
of beautiful, heart-rending songs.
• 31 March: Jeff Innocent, 2021 British Comedian of the Year
For full details and tickets, see www.petfringe.co.uk

Graffham Parish News
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Fronted by award-winning vocalist Ben Cox, HOURGLASS CAR Fea i g
OLINA IN M
Y MIND
band members have played at many of the UK’s top
YOU VE GOT
A FRIEND
HOW SWEET
venues, including the Royal Albert Hall, Ronnie Scott’s,
IT IS
Royal Festival Hall and London's Pizza Express Jazz Club.
Hear the songs of one of the world's greatest Grammy-winning singersongwriters played live - from his love ballads to his get-up-and-dance numbers!

SATURDAY 12TH MARCH 2022 • EMPIRE HALL, GRAFFHAM
DOORS & BAR OPEN 7PM, MUSIC STARTS 7.30PM • TICKETS £15 ( 50p online booking fee)
Buy online at www.buytickets.at/hourglass or on the door
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Graffham and Duncton rated ‘good’ by Ofsted
An update from our village school

We have much to look forward to with the start of our spring term – not
least, we hope, some sunshine and somewhat warmer, longer days!
Last term was packed full of incident and activity. Sadly
in December we were not able to reintroduce all of our
accustomed Christmas traditions, though we did manage
to enjoy a magical Christingle service with Revd Vivien
outdoors, and also to feast on a hot Christmas lunch
together whilst wearing our Christmas jumpers!
Over the weeks since September we have been able to begin returning to
slightly more normal operations in school – though we are still super careful
about social distancing, frequent hand washing and adult mask-wearing.
We very much look forward to the day when we can be more relaxed
about welcoming parents and other visitors back into our school.
Back in October we underwent a two-day inspection from Ofsted, overdue
for a very long time, so we are pleased that it is now off the horizon for a
while! We are delighted to have been graded as GOOD in all aspects of
the inspection schedule. Here are some of the report’s highlights:
“Pupils love coming to this small, welcoming village school. It is
full of happy smiles and thoughtful words.”
“Pupils enjoy learning because staff make lessons interesting
and fun. There is a buzz of excitement.”
“Graffham is a vibrant school where learning is engaging and
exciting.”
“Pupils behave well and care about others.”
This term, alongside regular learning activities, our children are getting
stuck into a fascinating new topic all about Australia and hoping they may
look forward to visits from some interesting animals in the weeks ahead!
Find out more about our school – including ‘virtual tours’ and the full Ofsted
report – on our website www.graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Please take a look at and ‘like’ our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton
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Kid’s corner
A new feature in your favourite village monthly magazine – a page for the
younger members of the community! Colour in the picture below – just in
time for Pancake Day! – and get your Mum or Dad to take a photo of the
finished result, email it by 15 February with your name, address and age
to editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com and, who knows?, we may have
space to print one or two of the best next month!

February 2022
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Graffham Parish News’ fabulous February quiz
Ten quick fire questions to test your general knowledge as you bounce into
2022. Answers at the foot of the page (no cheating, now!)
1 Between 1938 and 1942 Sir Frederick Ogilvie was
the second what? His predecessor had held the office
since 1927.
2 Sailors in the Royal Navy unnecessarily delaying
taking a depth measurement led to which well-known
saying to describe laziness?
3 In which city was Prue Leith born?
4 On 16 June 1373, King Edward III signed a treaty
with King Ferdinand and Queen Eleanor of which country?
5 Which 1968 Beatles song featured Desmond and Molly in the market
place? Scottish group Marmalade took it to Number 1 the following year.
6 Hyperkalaemia denotes abnormally high levels of what in the blood?
7 In which 2021 satirical comedy film was Meryl Streep
(playing the President of the USA) eaten by a Bronteroc?
8 St Bartholomew’s School in Newbury, Berkshire, last month became
the first state school to win the national senior schools tournament in
which sport?
9 Which fictional variant of bird were Michael
Palin and John Cleese arguing about in the Monty
Python Dead Parrot sketch?

10 What was the name of the donkey in George Orwell’s
1945 novel Animal Farm?
Answers: 1 Director General of the BBC, succeeding Lord Reith. 2 Swinging
the lead. 3 Cape Town, South Africa. 4 Portugal. 5 Ob-la-di ob-la-da
6 Potassium 7 Don’t Look Up 8 Polo. 9 Norwegian Blue. 10 Benjamin.
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Jack Frost’s chills turn the landscape white, creating
The pictures on
these pages are
from the
Facebook’s
‘Beautiful Sights
In And Around
Graffham’.
Thanks to all
for posting your
wonderful
photos there!

Left © Andrew
Shawcross
Below
© Robin Spaak
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beautiful panoramas for our village photographers

Above © Stuart Gerrett

February 2022

Below © Sally Blunt
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Bill’s bygones: Queen’s Chaplain visits village for jubilee
A regular new feature in which co-editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was
happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past.

10 years ago – February 2012: Former Canon of St George’s Chapel,
Windsor, and Chaplain to the Queen the Very Rev John Treadgold is the
speaker at the Men’s Breakfast at the White Horse – as
Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee is marked on 6
February. Graffham Empire Movies screens Jane Eyre,
starring Mia Wasikowska and Judi Dench. Brussels
agrees a second bailout of €130 billion to Greece. Somebody That I Used
To Know, by Gotye featuring Kimbra, is Number 1 in the UK charts and
later voted Record of the Year (the last time it was awarded). Deaths of
singer Whitney Houston, aged 48, and former Monkee Davy Jones (66).

25 years ago – February 1997: June and John Challen are on St Giles’
cleaning duty rota for the month, while Ruby Allen and Janet Mozley do the
flowers. Vicar the Rev Keith Hyde-Dunn writes his message for Lent in
Graffham Parish News. In a civil court action in the USA, OJ Simpson is
found liable for the deaths of Ron Goldman and
Nicole Simpson. Former Chinese premier Deng
Xiaoping dies, aged 92. At the BRIT Awards, the
Spice Girls win Best Video for Say You'll Be There
and Best Single for Wannabe.

50 years ago – February1972: Rector the Rev Edward Braybrooke
conducts Lent services at St Giles. Graffham artist Ivon Hitchens exhibits
Landscape into Abstract at London’s Rutland Gallery. Parliament votes in
favour of the UK joining the European Common Market. President Nixon
visits China and holds talks with Chairman Mao. The Winter Olympics–the
11th overall but first in Asia – are held in Sapporo, Japan. The Five Nations
Championship, the first in which a try is worth four points is not completed
for the first time since World War II after the
Scotland and Wales matches in Dublin are
cancelled because of escalating tensions following
Bloody Sunday. Cabaret, starring Liza Minnelli and
Michael York, is released. David Cassidy releases
his debut solo album Cherish.
February 2022
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Graffham Chronicles: The Guillods, village benefactors
A regular column by village historian Pauline Goodwin
David Guillod was born in Middlesex in 1847 and up until 1907 he had
been working in America as an engineer. Following his retirement, at 61
years of age, he came to Graffham. At first he stayed with his sister who
lived at Suntrap, now called Mulberry Cottage.
According to the 1921 census, David married
Katherine in 1908. She was a singer and
musician and 12 years younger than him.
The couple remained in Graffham until their
deaths which, according to the solicitor’s note
on David’s will was 1924.
Katherine had died three years earlier in
1921. In just under two decades, the couple
made an indelible mark on the people of
Graffham and the surrounding parishes. Their
graves are to be found near Graffham
churchyard’s lychgate.
David and Katherine Guillod
Shortly after moving to Graffham, the couple
bought land from Rector Rowley Lascelles at the top of the Marsh. Villagers
said of this land ‘that it be a fair acre’ so it was aptly named: Fairacre. The
Guillods had a house built (photographed on the next page) by Mr Pinker
who had also built the Empire Hall, Thereaway and Chart Cottage. David
and Katherine were keen gardeners and despite the heavy clay soil
transformed the land into a beautiful garden. David designed and built a
water wheel to supply fresh water to their house.
The pair became very active in Graffham in the village and were extremely
generous. For example, they paid for Henry Edward Boswell and John
Robertson, of East Lavington, to go to Midhurst Grammar School. The
couple recognised the need for housing and owned and rented several
cottages near Fairacre. The rent was four shillings and sixpence a month.
Katherine was interested in the role of women in society and was a
suffragette and went to meetings. She was also the first secretary of the
Graffham Women’s Institute, initiated by an idea of Mrs Lacaitia. The first
WI meeting took place at the Empire Hall in January 1919. Katherine
Graffham Parish News
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Fairacre, the house that the Guillods had built as their Graffham home
could recognise need in a community and started the Graffham, Lavington,
South Ambersham and Selham District Nursing Association, becoming its
secretary. This was long before the NHS and organisations of this sort
existed in Graffham, like the Foresters’ benefit club, to which workers paid
a small weekly fee to access medical benefits and assistance if they were
not fit enough to work.
In the 1950s, the Graffham ‘History Group’ recalled the paucity of medical
provision. They stated that two local women, Mrs Carver and Mrs Long,
acted as midwives until the first nurse came to live in the village at
Beechwood. I can remember a village nurse living at the back of Graffham
House in the early 1960s when I would be sent on errands to get her.
This nursing association is still active today but its name has changed over
time to The Graffham and District Nursing Association and now The
Graffham Health Support Association. Details of its operation can be read
in the article written by Alison Davidson in Graffham Memories.
David Guillod followed Katherine’s lead and made provision in his will for
money to be paid to the nursing association that his wife had set up. It
4 Continued on next page
February 2022
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4 Continued from previous page
states in his will that the Katherine Maud Fund should ‘pay the annual
income of the said trust estate as to one half thereof to the Graffham,
Lavington, Selham and South Ambersham District Nursing Association’.
His will also expressly stated that the funds should be used for the Women’s
Institute and to ‘benefit pupils who attended Graffham School’ to provide
‘assistance of pupils of Graffham School who may obtain scholarship for
study at other schools or colleges’. I can attest to this, as I received a grant
for text books for college in the 1970s. My contemporaries also received
grants to allow them to go to the nearby grammar school.
It seems most fitting that in memory of these benefactors, who still touch the
lives of Graffham residents today, the village’s small housing estate was
built in 1947, two decades after their deaths – and named Guillods in
recognition of the couple’s contribution to the parishes.
As that 1950s history group noted: “Perhaps the biggest physical change…
(to Graffham) … has been the building of Guillod Cottages in 1947 as
these … give homes to some 24 families.”
This was part of a government initiative to construct new homes in the
1940s, as there was a severe shortage of houses following World War II. I
certainly recognise the impact these homes, inspired by the Guillods, had
on my extended family over the years.
At least six of my relatives’ families have made Guillods Cottages their
homes. My cousin Anne’s family
whose parents were Cecil and Olive
Challen were some of the very first
residents. (Cecil was a church
warden at St Giles for many years.)
Peter, Anne’s youngest brother still
lives in the house.
I am so excited to have been given
this image of their rental agreement,
dated April 1952 (left). The weekly
rent was £1 and 2 shillings.
And as for me, like several of my 18
Graffham cousins, I was born there!
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What did you do in lockdown, Philip Trower?
Many of us took on new challenges or started new hobbies during those
many months of the past couple of years when we were hardly allowed to
leave our homes. What about you, we asked last month?
Philip Trower, of Badgers Cottage, by St Giles Church, was
the first up for the challenge. He writes below…
Incidentally, on 10 January he recorded a full 50 years
working for the same organisation – land, estate and letting
agency Batcheller Monkhouse and its predecessors.
Congratulations on the landmark, Philip!
My needle addiction was a great standby during lockdown. The largest
item has been a 3ft 6ins x 2ft 6ins (107cm x 76cm) mural, code-named
‘Muriel’ but otherwise entitled ‘Arcadia’, which took seven and a half
months to complete. It
is currently being
‘stretched’ and
‘backed’.
Philip said: “It has
been an enjoyable
hobby over the years,
possibly inherited from
my father who made
rugs, and encouraged
initially by an art
master at school who
realised I could
neither paint nor draw
for toffee!”
Any interests or
challenges you took
up during lockdown?
We’d love to know!
Send a few lines to
editor.graffhamparishnews
@gmail.com

February 2022
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Graffham Tennis Club comes clean
Club Chairman Simon Longman reports
It might be the middle of winter but Graffham Tennis Club remains active
with four teams competing in the Lawn Tennis Association’s East Hampshire
League, coaching sessions that continue to run weekly, many members
making good use of our facilities, and a seasonal deep clean of the courts.
Despite inevitable weather postponements, we've managed to battle frosts,
cold rain and low bright sunshine to play whenever possible. Our Women's
team are currently flying high in Division 2, placed second in the division
and remain unbeaten.
Our Men also find
themselves in second
position in Division 4
but have played more
matches than others
and are likely to finish
mid-table. We also
It’s never too cold for the seniors! Pictured on a
chilly
Monday morning are, from left: Ann Mathie, Peter
have two Mixed teams
Adler,
Marie Bracey, Bridget Lewis, Andy and Lynne
playing, rotating
Marriner and Rosemary Sutton. ©David Sanders
members in each team
to give as many players the opportunity to play as possible. Our Mixed A
team is currently fourth in Division 2, and our Mixed B seventh in Division 3.
We've taken the opportunity to have our courts professionally cleaned
recently due to conditions becoming more slippery in anything other than
completely dry weather. The detritus from nearby trees and hedges leads
to bacterial growth on the surface so the regular maintenance is important
for both safety and to prolong the life of the courts, which we believe still
have a couple of years of useful life before needing major re-surfacing.
The committee has already been planning dates and events for the
upcoming year, starting with our AGM on Monday 14 March at 7pm. We
welcome all new members and we're actively encouraging anyone to get
involved and help us with the club, particularly junior and family members
to facilitate more play outside of the popular Wednesday coaching
sessions. We have arranged two sessions to meet and get an intro lesson
with our brilliant coach, Richard Hopp. These are free sessions for existing
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and prospective members, so please join us on the courts if you can, as
detailed in this table:.
Graffham Tennis Club upcoming coaching
Wed

16

Wednesdays,
9 March-6 April
11-14

Sun

11-14

Mon-Thu

Wednesdays

9.3011.30am

Half-term junior members’
taster session

9.45am

After School Juniors

2-4pm

Meet the coach

FREE – all
welcome

FREE – all
welcome

Junior members
1.453.45pm

Rusty racquets

We've decided not to host the usual Easter gathering for our key exchange
and membership renewals, but will hope to see as many people as possible
on Sunday 20 March for the free coaching session where we will be happy
to meet and talk to new members on the courts. The annual Wimbledon
ticket ballot also no longer needs a gathering as it is now run directly by the
LTA, so members will be reminded to ensure they are registered with the
LTA (free) and opted-in to the Wimbledon ballot.
If you’ve any queries, please contact us via admin@graffhamtennis.co.uk

Graffham Garden Group’s 2022 diary
27 Jan
11 Mar
7 May
16 July

Thu
Fri
Sat
Sat

12.30pm
7pm
10am
2.30pm

New year lunch
AGM
Plant sale
Flower show

All events in the Empire Hall and subject to the Covid
rules relevant at the time. In addition there will be
garden visits which will be announced at the AGM.
Happy gardening!

February 2022
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Graffham’s rainfall returned to average in 2021
Village amateur meteorologist John Sutton gives his annual review of how
wet Graffham’s weather was in the year just gone.

In my rainfall analysis a year ago, I noted that 2020 was wettest year I
have recorded since I started doing so in 2013. The year just gone, 2021,
has returned very close to the nine-year average.

If you prefer inches, the last two years’ figures are 53.0 ins and 41.4 ins.
In terms of monthly rainfall we had a very dry April at only 2.4 mm which is
the driest month I have recorded. November was also very dry at 9.6mm
although the 28th had a light dusting of snow. My previous driest month
was September 2014 with just 5.3 mm.
April was very dry too, with rain on just four days with 6 April showing a
dusting of snow. February produced an odd pattern of alternate wet and
dry weeks whilst the second half of March had rain on just two days.
Graffham Parish News

26

February 2022

The wettest days were 17 June, with 44.3 mm of rain, and 2 October, with
35.8 mm. There were five more days with more than 25mm (1ins) of rain.
The wettest weeks were those starting 26 September, with 96.7 mm, and 13
June, with 79.4 mm. Three other weeks recorded more than 50mm (2ins).
In any planning of holidays for 2022, you may wish to avoid the last week
of September as the same week in both the past two years recorded the
annual maximum.
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Nature Notes: Sextons – efficient corpse removers
A monthly column by Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Head of Community Action for
Wildlife Michael Blencowe.
Ginny Barrett sent me some photos recently of some mystery holes in her
back garden – here’s one of them. I identified them as being caused by
dor beetles who create these holes and then fill
them with rabbit droppings to feed their larvae,
providing a waste disposal service similar to that
performed by the beetles you see in nature
documentaries rolling elephant dung around
Africa’s Serengeti National Park.
What had made these
In the natural world death, disposal, decay and
holes in Ginny Barrett’s
decomposition are vital, constant processes which back garden?
recycle the nutrients that keep our planet functioning. I started thinking of
the cast of unsung underworld characters who undertake this clean-up duty.
Bacteria and blow-flies, fungi and foxes, worms and woodlice all put their
tendrils, talons, mandibles and molars to the task.
But if you want a corpse removed efficiently and cleanly you had better call
in the professionals: the sexton beetles. The sextons are members of the
family Silphidae. At about 3cm long they
are amongst the heavyweights of our
county’s 3000 beetle species.
Some sextons can be identified by their
lurid orange wing-cases; a hi-vis jacket
befitting a worker at the scene of a
tragedy.
Let's say an unfortunate blue tit has died in
your garden and its little soul has winged
A sexton beetle. © Nick Goodrum
its way to that great peanut feeder in the
sky. Now it’s time to return its earthly body back to the soil. Sexton
beetles, armed with super-sensitive chemoreceptors in their clubbed
antennae, can detect the sweet smell of death from a mile away.
The male flies in first and assesses the scene and his first job is to call for
back up. The beetle secretes a stink from his rear end to lure in a female –
hey, I never said this was pretty – and his partner arrives. Next task –
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secure the corpse. The beetles start beetling around the blue tit stripping off
the feathers. But – phew-wee! – that smell will soon be luring in every fly in
the neighbourhood. So, the sextons baste the body with their antibacterial
and antifungal chemicals slowing down the decay and preventing the pong.
Now the sextons live up to their name. Working together they dig a grave
which they line with feathers. The corpse is tenderly lowered down into the
earth. It’s here, in this cosy crypt, that the sextons will raise their family.
Eggs are laid and develop into hungry larvae which, unusually for an
insect, ‘beg’ for food and are fed by their devoted parents. The bird’s
body is slowly stripped and reduced to a simple skeleton. After pupation
new sexton beetles emerge from the soil and fly away, perhaps to find their
own corpse or to become food for birds themselves.
No eulogy, no flowers yet it’s still a dignified, life-affirming send off.

Graffham Down Trust work party: Sunday 12 February
Graffham Down Trust work party season continues this month with a session
on Saturday 12 February.
We will be offering tea, coffee and cake to fuel the fun and motivate all to
deal with the remains of various trees cut into manageable pieces in the
coppicing area.
This will be a joint work party with Sussex Wildlife Trust to introduce,
hopefully, some new volunteers to our cause. Please come along and give
a warm Graffham welcome to new volunteers as well as helping us
complete this season’s jobs.
Meet near the Infant school at 9.30 for a 9.45 journey up the hill.
Remember, if you want a lift up the hill, contact Jim Kirke on 01798
867026 or at jimkirke@hotmail.com at least 48 hours before.
February 2022
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Diary of a New Farm: How we landed at Hoyle
In Katie Forman and Brett Sacks’ first instalment of a new monthly diary of
their journey to establish their Slow Grown Farm, at Hoyle, on Graffham’s
border with Heyshott, they explain how they landed there in the first place.
Although this is the first time we have farmed for ourselves, we both have
recent experience working the land and producing food. I, Katie, ran a
community veg farm, and Brett had left his corporate finance job to spend
years working on organic farms around Europe, Morocco, Canada and the
USA. On coming back to the UK, he gained a year’s experience heading
up the charcuterie production at an artisanal smokehouse in London.
Brett was looking for land to start his own farm, and I was also feeling the
pull to begin my own project. We started the hunt and met a couple of
landowners, but none felt right for us.
I got in touch with an old uni friend who grew up in Somerset to see if he
knew of any land for rent in the area where his parents lived. He didn’t,
but through his work for a food and farming charity, he put us in touch with
several landowners, among them James and Bianca Pitt, who were looking
for someone to steward their 100 acres at Hoyle Farm and help regenerate
the 40 acres of woodland with pigs.
One September weekend in 2020 we made our first trip to Hoyle Farm. It
was too early to get our hopes up too much, but as James and Bianca
walked us around the farm, Brett and I got more and more excited. The
land was perfect for our vision of a small native-breed dairy herd, raised
naturally outdoors all year round, dovetailed with pigs raised seasonally.
Brett’s past career and skills enabled us to build a robust business plan,
which showed the Pitts that our vision had the viability to match our passion.
We started liaising with the South Downs National Park Authority, which
has been very supportive of our venture from the beginning, and in June we
secured planning permission to build a milking parlour, creamery/
charcuterie unit and an agricultural worker’s dwelling – so we can live next
to the animals and the sensitive cheese and meat ageing rooms!
Building begins soon, and we’ll be milking and making cheese in spring of
next year. There will hopefully be some charcuterie production before then,
if building works complete on time. James and Bianca have been so
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Moo-ving in: Brett and Katie at Slow Grown Farm, Hoyle. ©Slow Grown Farm
supportive and open-minded, and every day we pinch ourselves that here is
where we work, on this magnificent land, in this lovely village, in such a
heavenly part of the country.
Fingers crossed that when we next write we’ll have some news about some
more four-legged creatures to be joining the ranks at Hoyle Farm…

Please help give St Giles an early spring clean!
Coffee, tea and cake are on offer to
any kind Mr and Mrs Mops who are
able to roll up for the annual deep
clean of St Giles Church – on
Saturday 5 February at 9.30 am.
Please bring your own cleaning bits
and pieces, and adhere to any covid
restrictions in place. For queries,
contact Diane Bellis, on 01798
867444 or diane.bellis@gmail.com
February 2022
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Letters to the editor: The page YOU write
Something in the Graffham Parish News or in the village touched a
particular note, or anything about the neighbourhood you’d like to get off
your chest? Share your thoughts to editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
The editors reserve the right to edit!

Graffham has bravely made it through to 2022: Here we are at 2022
and still coping with a different world. So many of us have experienced
effects from the virus that we have to live with. Hopefully our lives can be
better this new year. Graffham has bravely made it through and still kept
its united and generous heart. We all feel touched in some way by what
has happened but have found our own ways through.
After so many reduced Graffham events it is amazing that we have
managed to help our St Giles into another year without being in the red. It
shows how much we love our church and our village home.
The new magazine is a worthy successor and an amazing start to the new
regime. Introductions to new residents and Graffham Down Discs were
inspired, and I loved the planning and sales pages, too. Looking forward
to the next issue. Sue Hill, Graffham House.

Thanks, amazing and interesting: Thank
you very much for the lovely article about
our presentation ceremony. The magazine
looks amazing and full of interesting
articles. Vasu, Graffham Village Shop.

Wow! Impressive first edition: Wow!
What an impressive issue – and an
amazing cover photo – such a well
deserved honour for Jeeva and Vasu. Ann
Rowney, Homes of Rest.

Sunshine on a dreary day: Well done to
the new Graffham Parish News team on a
fabulously entertaining and interesting new
edition – sunshine on a dreary day! Karin
and John Head, Garden House, Graffham.
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32

February 2022

No Beatles, Bach or Bob, Simon?!: Excellent first edition for the new
editors – interesting content and well presented. Though… no Beatles, Bach
or Bob in Simon Mackie’s Graffham Down Discs?! Looking forward to the
next one already! Jonathan Simons, Millburgh Hall.
One of the best: Congratulations to the GPN team on one of the best
parish magazines I have read since residing in Graffham! It was very
informative , interesting and entertaining. I was particularly interested to
read that the James Taylor tribute band Hourglass will be performing in the
Empire Hall in March – I love his music! Jacky Gregory, Northwood Farm.
Splendid first edition: Congratulations on your splendid first edition as
editors of the Graffham Parish News. It was so interesting and varied. The
article on the Pitts (Lavington Stud’s new owners) was so informative and
timely. The Property Watch and Crime Stoppers pages are interesting
additions too. Keep up the tremendous work! Jude Sennitt, Lavington Park.

Good read with all the important info: How brilliant the revamped
Graffham News is! A very good read and all the important information
needed – a fantastic start for the new team. Marie Bracey, March Farm.

Keep up the good work!: Congratulations to the new editors on an
excellent first edition – a great read! Thank you all for taking the job on –
and keep up the good work! Kathie Gyles, Graffham CE Infant School.

Interesting articles and love the layout!: Congratulations to the coeditors for the brilliant January issue of Graffham Parish News. Very
interesting articles and I love the layout too! Robin Brind, Occam Cottage.

Thanks for taking it on: Congratulations on an informative, interesting
parish mag. Great to see so much real village news as well other lighter
pieces. Really good to read. Thanks for taking it on. Tracy Rowe,
Graffham Hill Cottage.
The Editors respond: Thanks for the warm words – none of which was the
result of bribery or from our Mums! Do keep the letters coming – we love
to hear from you!

Errata
August bride Posy’s name was misprinted in our Review of the Year, on
page 24, of our January edition. Apologies to her and groom Ollie.
February 2022
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Inviting Entries
Valuation Days
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:30am – 4:30pm
Our specialists are available for
free valuations, please see our
website for more information.
Bid online for free with
Bellmans Live.

bellmans.co.uk
*Results subject to buyers premium @ 22% + VAT.

Graffham Parish News

John Smart (1742-1811), A portrait miniature of a lady in an ermine
bordered lilac coat with pearls in a diamond set frame. Sold for
£11,000 (plus BP).*

SUSSEX
Newpound, Wisborough Green, West Sussex, RH14 0AZ
01403 700858 sussex@bellmans.co.uk
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Covid infection rates locally
Covid data for Graffham and East Lavington’s ‘GU28 0’ postcode area:

↑ 28 on 19 Dec 21

↑ 351.0 on 19 Dec 21

Covid positive testing rates for Chichester district:

Source: coronavirus.data.gov.uk as at 24 January

From Midhurst today to 1868s Eritrea and Ethiopia
In 1868, Queen Victoria's government mounted an extraordinary bid to
rescue a dozen European hostages in the Ethiopian highlands. This
involved a purpose-built port and railway on the Red Sea and in the
mountains, and an expedition of 13,000 British and Indian soldiers, 26,000
camp followers, and more than 40,000 animals, including 44 elephants.
BBC Radio 4 and World Service broadcaster and writer John Pilkington has
been following their route, and comparing Eritrea and Ethiopia then and
now. He is returning to Midhurst u3a by popular demand on Tuesday 15
February to give a surprising insight into this remote area. His talk will
begin at 2 30pm on Zoom. Members and non-members are all free to
participate – but need to register in advance at midhurstzoom@gmail.com
For all other u3a enquiries please contact via www.midhurstu3a.org.uk
u3a is a UK-wide, cooperative movement of people no longer in full-time
work who come together to continue their educational, social and creative
interests in a friendly and informal environment.
February 2022
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Property watch
Homes for sale locally, as posted at rightmove.com as we went to press.
The Drive, Lavington Park GU28 0FG: 3 bedroom end of terrace house.
£670,000. Jackson-Stops, Midhurst.

Planning applications
A summary of latest applications for planning approval in Graffham and
East Lavington civil parishes filed with the South Downs National Park as
this edition went to press. For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning
The Malt House, The Street ,Graffham GU28 0QB: Garden room extension,
new opening to side extension, replacement windows, internal alterations
and repairs. SDNP/21/06281/LIS Received 17 Dec 2021 Status
Application in progress.
Tinkers, The Street, Graffham GU28 0NL: Proposed alterations to existing
modern extensions to the north-east and north-west elevations, complete

Questions?

Call a member of our team who specialise in lettings,
residential sales and professional valuations across the county.

Answers.

Savills Petworth
01798 345980
petworth@savills.com
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with internal alterations and reconfiguration of the existing kitchen, study,
bathroom and utility room. SDNP/21/06153/PRE Received 6 Dec 2021
Status Application in progress.
Barnetts Farm, Fitzlea Wood Road, East Lavington GU28 0QN: Change of
use of existing converted granary to ancillary annex including installation of
new staircase and bathroom. SDNP/21/05816/LIS and SDNP/21/
05815/FUL Received 22 Nov 2021 Status Application in progress.

Crimestoppers
Sussex Police’s log of incidents locally in recent weeks. If you have any
information which might help, please report it, quoting the serial number –
by phone on 101 or online at bit.ly/crimeupdate
Cocking During 11 January afternoon, a vehicle’s rear window was
smashed while the owner was out walking and items including a bank
cards, cash and paperwork stolen. Serial 0880 – 11/01/22
North Street, Midhurst During 9 January afternoon, a garage was entered
and a bicycle stolen. Serial 0188 – 10/01/22
Goodwood Racecourse During 4 January morning, a vehicle’s passenger
side windows were smashed and several items stolen including a wallet, a
lunchbox and clothing. Serial 0421 – 04/01/22
Church Road, Singleton Overnight 28/29 December, a shed was broken
into. Nothing reported stolen. Serial 0232 – 29/12/21
West Dean Overnight 28/29 December, several garages and a van were
broken into and hand/power tools stolen. Serial 0755 – 29/12/21
West Dean During 18 December afternoon, an unattended vehicle’s
window was smashed. Serial 1178 – 19/12/21

Christmas drink and drug driving up a fifth in Sussex: Sussex recorded
a 20 per cent rise in the number of arrests for drink or drug driving the
annual winter crackdown by police, with 257 arrests made across the
county – 137 for drug-driving, 111 for drink-driving, and nine for both drink
and drug-driving. Almost 60 of the arrests were made following crashes.

To advertise in Graffham Parish News, contact
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
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Petworth Area Churches Together
Petworth Food Bank: We have two new co-ordinators for our Petworth
Food Bank – Andrew Brooke, who some of you may know as a local
solicitor for many years, and Ines Garcia have kindly agreed to take
responsibility jointly. We welcome them both, taking over from Geoff Pye.
The Petworth food bank also covers neighbouring villages as far afield as
Rudgwick and Storrington.
PACT News seeks editor: We are looking for a writer to
succeed Kate Ayling, who has been editing this PACT News
for many years and now wishes to retire. Monthly content
will be provided by PACT. Anybody who would like to help,
please ring Gerald Gresham Cooke on 01798 342151.

Chance to join Canon John on Holy Land trip
Canon John Bundock, who regularly leads services at St Giles Church when
the Revd Vivien is away, is planning a pilgrimage to the Holy Land later this
year and opening up the opportunity for anyone interested to join him.
The trip – from 6 to 15 September – will include six nights at an hotel
overlooking the old city of Jerusalem and three in Tiberias beside the Sea of
Galilee, taking in Bethlehem, the Dead Sea, Qumran, Masada, Nazareth,
Capernaum along with the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and other sites in
Jerusalem, accompanied throughout by a Palestinian Christian guide.
He says: “It’s a full programme but there will be time for services, reflection
and relaxation. A Holy Land pilgrimage has been described as being a
Fifth Gospel, bringing the Gospels alive in a way that nothing else can.”
For more info, contact him at jnebundock@gmail.com or 01403 752425.

TAIZE PRAYER
song, prayer and silence
Sunday 6 February 6pm,
All Saints Chapel, Graffham (opposite the village shop)
All welcome to this short ecumenical service using a
pattern of worship from the Taize Community
Graffham Parish News
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All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services.
St Giles Church is at the south end of Graffham’s Street, near the Downs.
All Saints’ Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop.
Both St Giles Church and All Saints’ Chapel are open daily.
Bell ringing practice night is every Tuesday at 7.30pm.
To join Graffham’s bellringers or occasional choir, contact Revd Vivien on
01798 867199 or at hello@stgilesgraffham.org
• See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook’s @stgilesgraffham for any changes.

•
•
•
•
•
•

10.30am
6

4pm

Sun

20

Sun

22
27

Tue
Sun

6pm
9.30am
10 to 12
10.30am
6pm
9.30am
9am
10.30am
9.30am
10.30am

2
6
8

Wed
Sun
Tue

6pm
10.30am
9.30am

8 Tues
12 Sat
13

Sun

15 Tues

February
Parish Communion for HM Queen
Thanksgiving Service celebrating
the 70th Anniversary of Queen
Elizabeth II’s succession to the
throne. All welcome to join.
Taize Song, Prayer and Silence
Morning Prayer and Pilgrim group
Saturday bell ringing practice
Parish Eucharist
Evensong
Morning Prayer and Pilgrim group
BCP Matins or Holy Communion
Family Worship
Morning Prayer and Pilgrim group
Parish Eucharist
March
Ash Wednesday Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Morning Prayer and Lent course

St Giles Church
St Mary’s Church
Petworth
All Saints Chapel
All Saints Chapel
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
All Saints Chapel
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel

We rely on the generosity of villagers and visitors to safeguard the future of Graffham’s St
Giles Church and the ability of our parish to deliver its mission to the community it serves –
including this magazine. Please support it through a donation – preferably a regular one
via our Parish Giving Scheme. You can also raise donations for St Giles virtually every time
you shop online – at no extra cost to you. For full details, see www.bit.ly/stggive1
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What’s on in the village
5
12
12

Sat
Sat
Sat

13 Sun

9.30am
9.45am
1.304.30pm
9-11am

15 Tue

16 Wed
19

Sat

26

Sat

2.30pm
9.3011.30 am
7.30pm
for 8pm
7pm

21 Mon
23 Wed 12.30pm
8
11

Tue
Fri

9–11am

12

Sat

7pm

14
18
19
20
23
25
29

Mon
7pm
Fri
7pm
Sat
9.45am
Sun
2-4pm
Wed 12.30pm
Fri
Tue 9–11am

1

Fri

8

Fri
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February
St Giles Church deep clean (see page 31)
Seaford College half-term (to 20 Feb)
Graffham Down Trust work party2
Stardust Sussex Jazz Band playing in
aid of Westerland’s Racehorse Retreat
(see page 18)
Great Feet Chiropodist1
Midhurst u3a Zoom talk ‘To Eritrea and
Ethiopia: Retracing a Victorian
Expedition’ by BBC journalist
John Pilkington
Graffham Tennis Club half-term taster
sessions (see pages 24-25)
Abba tribute band Sensation
(see page 9)
Graffham Empire Movies screens The
Father (see page 15)
WSCC schools’ half-term (to 25 Feb)
Lunch Club3
March
Great Feet Chiropodist1
Graffham Garden Group AGM
Hourglass, James Taylor tribute band
(see page 11)
Tennis Club AGM
Graffham Parish Council meeting
Graffham Down Trust work party2
Graffham Tennis Club ‘Meet the Coach’
Lunch Club3
Seaford College term ends
Great Feet Chiropodist1
April
Graffham Camping and Caravanning
site reopens for the summer
WSCC schools term ends

40

St Giles
rv St Giles
Foresters
Arms
Empire Hall
By Zoom:
Register in
advance at
midhurstzoom@
gmail.com

Tennis Club
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Pavilion
Empire Hall
rv St Giles
Tennis Club
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
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11 Mon
15
1

Fri

Graffham Tennis Club Juniors’ Easter
Course starts (see pages 24-25)
Good Friday

Tennis Club

Great Feet Chiropodist: Available to GHSA members only.

2

Graffham Down Trust work parties: Rendez-vous by St Giles Church at 9.30am for a
9.45am journey up the hill. Take strong shoes/boots, gardening gloves and warm clothing.
Tea, coffee and cake provided. Email jimkirke@hotmail.co.uk if you plan to take part and to
advise whether you would like a ride up to the top of the Downs.

3

Lunch Club: Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the
month at 12.30pm for 12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8.00 a
head. Please book by calling Sarah on 01798 867567.

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below)
Daytime-early evening Osteopath1
Empire Hall
Mondays
2
6.30pm
Boot Camp
Empire Hall
Tuesdays
8.30am–12noon
Post Office
Empire Hall
Wednesdays
9.15–10.30am
Yoga3
Empire Hall
1
Daytime-early evening Osteopath
Empire Hall
4
9-10.15am
Teddy Time
All Saints Chapel
Thursdays
10.30-11.30am
Ease Into Exercise5
Empire Hall
2-4pm
Post Office
Empire Hall
9-10.15am
Yoga3
Empire Hall
Fridays
6
10.30-11.15am
Pilates
Empire Hall
Empire Hall: For booking and contact details, see Directory on Page 48.
1
Osteopath: Bookings required. To make an appointment, for daytime or early
evening, contact Anna Shawcross on 01798 867523.
2
Boot Camp: Contact Abigail Martin on 07523 860167.
3
Yoga: Deborah Albone on 07790 367009.
4
Teddy Time: Stories and singalong for 0-3 years. All welcome.
5
Ease Into Exercise: Contact Abigail Martin on 07523 860167.
6
Pilates: Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297.

Regular sports club activities (for notes, booking requirements, etc, see below)
8.45-10.45am
Private coaching
Tennis Club
Mondays
10.45am-12.30pm Seniors’ morning
Tennis Club
Wednesdays
1.45-3.45pm
Rusty Racquets
Tennis Club
East Hants League
12noon-1.30pm
Fridays
Tennis Club
team coaching
Tennis Club: For booking and contact details, see Directory on Page 49.
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Free webinars offered to help avoid online scams
West Sussex County Council is inviting residents of Graffham, East
Lavington and the rest of the county to take part in one of its Safe Against
Scams webinars, aimed at helping prevent you from becoming a victim of
online fraud. The free-of-charge, 90-minute sessions, run by the Community
Safety and Wellbeing Team and Trading Standards, are designed to raise
awareness of various different types of scams, how to spot them, and what
to do if you become a victim.
The next are on Tuesday 15 February at 1pm, and Monday 7 March at
10am. To register interest in taking part, call the Remote Digital Support
Service on 03302 223455.

Heyshott Cobden Hall talk
Secretary of the Royal Commission
for the Exhibition of 1851 Nigel
Williams will be speaking about The
Great Exhibition and its Legacy at
Heyshott’s Cobden Hall on Thursday
24 February.
Doors and the bar open at 7pm with
the talk starting at 7.30pm.
Donations to Heyshott Children’s
Playground Fund.
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With 30+ years’ experience, we are the
leading fencing and groundwork
specialists in West Sussex and Surrey.
Quality workmanship assured,
whether you need to keep children or
horses in, wildlife out or just want
security for your home.

01428 685222
slf@straightlinefencing.co.uk
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Directory
Petworth Surgery
01798 342248
Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre
01730 812121
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit
01483 782334
DEFIBRILLATORS
On wall outside Empire Hall and inside small boiler room
door St Giles Church north side. Code is C240Z
POLICE
In emergency
999
Non-emergency
101
101@sussex.pnn.police.uk
BURST WATER MAINS
Southern Water
0800 820 999
POWER CUTS
Scottish & Southern Electric
0800 0727 282
DOCTORS

All Saints Chapel Trust
Badminton Club
Bees / Swarms
Wisboro’ Green B’keepers
Local beekeeper
Chichester District Council
District Councillor

Dog Warden
Citizens Advice Bureau
East Lavington Parish C’nc’l

Empire Hall

Empire Lunch Club
Foresters Arms
Graffham Archives
Graffham Bellringers
Graffham Bowls Club
Graffham
Graffham
Graffham
Graffham
Graffham

Cricket Club
Down Trust
Empire Movies
Festival
Garden Group

Graffham Parish News

Chairman Clive Rowntree
David Rowlands

01798 867536
01798 861609

Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470
Murray West
evenings 01798 867048
01243 534734
Alan Sutton
asutton@chichester.gov.uk
01798 342452
Office hours
01243 534734
Emergency
01243 785339
03448 487969
Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk
Clerk
Amy Harte
07889 979820
eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
empirehall.org.uk
empirehall@gmail.com
Bookings
Eira Ashby
01798 867297
Promotions
Liz Nicholson
liz.empirehall@gmail.com
Treasurer Carole Sargent
01798 867460
Secretary Carole Tompkins
01798 867773
Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
forestersarms-pub.co.uk
01798 867386
Robin Brind
01798 867619
graffhamarchive.co.uk
Reverend Vivien
01798 867199
Chairman
Sheila Allen
01798 342869
Secretary
Liz Pegram
01798 867770
Bill Barrett
01798 867113
Chairman
Jim Kirke
01798 867026
John Bracey
01798 867760
Richard Davidson
01798 867232
Martin Buckley
01798 867234
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Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman
Membership
Transport and prescription collection

01798 867232
01798 867048
ann.rowney@icloud.com
07391 802541
Loan of equipment Shirley Behan
01798 867265
Graffham Nursery
School Office
01798 867324
Graffham Parish Council
Chairman Simon Mackie
mackiepc@gmx.co.uk
Clerk Mike Simpson
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk
Graffham Parish News
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
See also bottom of inside front cover
Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council
stgilesgraffham.org
Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner
01798 867199
hallo@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden
Ginny Barrett
01798 867113
Treasurer Yvonne Butterick
0780 8781510
graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com
Graffham Rec Committee
Treasurer Bernard Bayly
01798 867042
Bookings Sec
Peter Carr
01798 867148
graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com
Graffham Tennis Club
Chairman Simon Longman
01798 867317
Membership Richard Gyles
01798 867484
Coaching
Emma Amin
01798 867063
Graffham Village Shop
Jeeva and Vasu
01798 867700
graffhamvillageshop.co.uk
Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman
Hugh Brown
01798 867561
Treasurer
Steve Dover
07770 499223
Secretary
Stuart Mathie
01798 867519
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund
c/o Graffham PC Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk
Lavington Park Federation
graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Graffham Infant School
01798 867324
Duncton Junior School
01798 342402
Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools
01798 867324
Long Bostle Downland Soc
Celia Tinker
01798 867287
MP Arundel & South Downs
Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk
Midhurst Petworth Observer
Nikki Jeffery
01243 534163
National Trust (Lavington Common)
Fiona Scully
01730 816363
Neighbourhood Watch
Michael Crickmay
01798 867486
Oil Buying Syndicate
Derek Bradnum
derek.bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Food Bank
07501 921617
Seaford College
01798 867392
Three Moles
Ollie and Tom thethreemoles.com 01798 861303
Thursday Club
Secretary
Diane Bellis
01798 867444
West Sussex County Council
General enquiries
01243 777100
County Councillor
Tom Richardson
07463 785039
White Horse
whitehorsegraffham.com 01798 867331
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Alison Davidson

Nicky West
Ann Rowney
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