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On the cover:  Happy 150th 
birthday to The Three Moles!  
Landlords Tom Richardson and 
Ollie Boulton (front left) are 
pictured here with some of the 
pub’s regulars.  See page 10 to 
find out how it is celebrating its 
landmark anniversary and trace 
the inn’s history. 

Graffham Parish News is published and 
distributed free each month to 
households in Graffham and East 
Lavington by the Parish of Graffham 
and Woolavington. 

Please support us:  If you enjoy reading 
this magazine, then please  
make a contribution  
towards its costs through  
a monthly online  
donation – just point  
your phone camera at  
this QR code or go to bit.ly/stggive2 

Archives:  Back copies can be viewed 
online at bit.ly/stgarchive1 

Subscriptions: If you live outside the parish, 
you can receive copies by mail by taking 
out an annual subscription for £30.   

Advertising:  We love our advertisers!  If 
you are interested in being one of them, 
please contact Philippa (below) or email 
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com  

 

 

Copyright:  All content is © Graffham Parish News unless otherwise stated 
and may not be reproduced without the editor’s written consent. 

Contributions and contacts:  We welcome your news, views, reports and 
photos.  Contact your friendly 
Graffham Parish News team at  
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com  
• Michael Blunt (right) 07711 997487 
• Bill Barrett (left) 07443 501091 
• Philippa Sanders 07853 921825   

Deadline for June edition:  Tuesday 17 May. 

Printed by Parish Magazine Printing,  
Holsworthy, Devon EX22 6TD. 
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Writing from the Rectory: Jubilate, everybody! 
The making of lifelong commitments occurs in baptism, confirmation, 
marriage, ordination and coronation.  It’s my great privilege as the parish 
priest here in Graffham with Woolavington to travel alongside people 
embarking in this village on some of these (!) commitments, which are of 
such importance to all Christians as they are required to be openly and  
publicly expressed before God.  
After a deeply meaningful Holy 
Week and Easter celebration in 
April, with grateful thanks to all who 
supported and enhanced our 
worship, we look forward to further 
excitements here in the month of 
May.  This includes a wedding and 
two wedding blessings, a baptism 
and a confirmation service for four 
congregation members, led by the 
Bishop of Lewes.   
Every one of these services is a holy  

 
Easter Day service included some 

unusual members of the congregation. 
act, marking a change in each person or couple forever.  We shall be busy 
here – and filled with joy.  The beginning of the following month of June 
carries yet more excitement in the shape of Platinum Jubilee celebrations for 
Her Majesty, remembering her accession 70 years ago which established a 
lifelong commitment and change for her.  At the heart of her coronation was 
an act considered too sacred to be recorded by television cameras 
otherwise capturing the occasion for a wrapt nation – when Elizabeth was 
anointed with a scented oil called chrism to become our queen under God.  
Her Majesty has spoken of this moment being the most significant of her life,  

4 Continued on next page  
 

 

. 

 

Priest in charge:  Reverend Vivien Turner            
01798 867199  hello@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden: Ginny Barrett  01798 867113 

 stgilesgraffham.org             @stgilesgraffham 
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4 Continued from previous page  
as in humility she was dedicated to a life of service and called to follow the  
example of Jesus, who himself gave his life for others.  
We pray that all those making their own sacred commitments in our church 
this May, and in the coming months and years, will find them equally 
enduring in nature and life-giving to themselves and those around them, in 
their outworking. 
I would like to declare my pride in, and thankfulness to, Her Majesty for 
honouring the holy commitment she made that day in Westminster Abbey, 
to serve this country with humility which she has kept through thick and thin.  
May our village celebrations in her honour – the parade, the ringing of 
bells, the church filled with flowers, the Zadok the Priest ‘Come and Sing’, 
the ‘Jubilate’ service, the Big Lunch and all the fun and games – be fitting 
and memorable.  
I am proud and thankful, too, for everyone coming to our church of St Giles 
for their own special days of commitment, which we celebrate no less. 

Jubilate, everybody, rejoice!  Every blessing. 

 
Reverend Vivien 

 
Easter Sunday’s morning service held in the churchyard in glorious sunshine. 
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A special message from Graffham PCC 
Our parish’s accounts for 
2021 have just been 
checked by our external 
independent examiner, 
confirming that we achieved 
a small surplus for the year, 
thanks to the generosity of 
the scores of individuals in 
the community who made   
donations and the many fund-raising activities staged. 
At a time of lockdowns, the pandemic and hardship, this is no mean feat.   
Last year, we wrote individual letters to each of our regular supporters to 
thank them for their donations – but many donors pointed out that there 
was a cost involved in doing that.  So please excuse this less personal 
but equally heart-felt ‘thank you’ for all your gifts in 2021, and this brief 
reminder that if you are contributing via the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) 
and require a statement of the amount of your donation and any Gift 
Aid claimed, contact the PGS team directly (see parishgiving.org.uk). 
Graffham with Woolavington is the only standalone parish in the 
Petworth deanery, which means we are the only village there with our 
own dedicated priest to care for our community.  In 2021, this included 
marrying six couples at St Giles and conducting six funerals and ashes 
burials, besides our regular weekly services and special events, our 
governorship and weekly collective worship at the village school, 
support to local charities, our bell ringing, publishing of this magazine 
and so much more. 

This costs almost £1,000 a week.  We rely on our generous donors and 
fund-raisers for all of this – we receive no money from the Church of 
England.  If you would like to join our supporters, you can see the  

 

various easy ways to do so at stgilesgraffham.org/giving/   
If you are already among our donors, thanks again for 
helping us make a real difference here – in improving our 
church and serving our wonderful community. 
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Rosy cheeks! St Giles set for a new heating system 
St Giles Church is set to get a new form of heating, after the Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) approved the installation of a state-of-the-art, eco-
friendly, cost effective method of keeping its congregation cosy and giving 
a warm welcome to visitors on even the chilliest of days. 

The move comes as the current oil-powered central heating system nears the 
end of its viability – an old boiler burning fossil fuels that is costly to run 
and not particularly effective.  

After exhaustive studies, Pew Heating has been selected as the church’s 
new source of warmth.  This new system works by fitting each seating area  
with padded cushions that have 
electric elements within them, a bit like 
heated seats in cars, or electric 
blankets.  Heat is released from a 
cushion only when someone sits on it, 
maximising efficiency.  Additional 
electric panels can be installed in 
selected other areas where heating 
through seating is not the solution. 
Churchwarden Ginny Barrett said: 
“Advice from the diocese and all other 
experts is that the best approach going 
forward for rural churches like ours is 
to provide heating for people rather 
than the entire building.  We are also 
being encouraged to become carbon 
neutral as soon as possible.   

“So, after looking very carefully at all 
options, pew heating is the first step in 
a new approach to warming our 
church – and potentially it will be the 
complete answer to our needs.   Once 
it is in place and fully tried and tested, 
we can then assess whether additional 
forms of warmth are necessary.” 

 
Pew heating in another church (above). 

  
How it works:  Electric cushions 

are fitted to the top of pew seats 
(above left) and emit heat when 

someone sits on them (above right).  
As any student of physics knows, 

heat rises, so warmth from 
conventional systems in large spaces 

like churches rises to the rafters 
(below left), while pew heating 

(below right) is directed at people. 

 
All pictures © pewheating.com 
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The approach being adopted should also reduce condensation, which can 
harm the fabric of the building and which occurs more readily in buildings 
that are infrequently heated and then left cold. 
As part of the research process, several PCC members visited other 
churches that had installed this pew heating system – and people at all of 
them spoke well of it.  It has also received positive reviews in publications 
ranging from ecclesiastical journals to The Sun newspaper. 
Several demonstrations have also been staged at St Giles, enabling 
members of the congregation to try it out and check that it will be in 
keeping with the historic building. 

It will cost a little more than £12,000 to install in Graffham’s village church.  
A generous member of the congregation has pledged £5,000 towards it – 
£6,250 once Gift Aid is added, covering half the price.  Further funding 
may be available via various grants, and other parishioners are being 
invited to contribute towards what the PCC is light-heartedly referring to as 
its ‘rosy cheeks’ appeal.  If donations and grants don’t cover the full cost, 
the PCC has some reserves available, built up in recent years through St 
Giles’ Christmas Fairs and other fund-raising initiatives. 
Churchwarden Ginny added: 
“This up-front investment 
compares favourably with 
most alternatives, and it is 
expected to cost just one 
pound per church service to 
run, which is astonishingly 
low in comparison to more 
traditional systems, powered 
by environmentally unfriendly 
oil or gas.” 

The next step, which is 
already in progress, is to 
seek the diocese authorities’ 
blessing for fitting the new 
system, with the aim to have 
it installed ahead of the 
return of the autumn chills. 

 

If you would like to contribute to 
St Giles’ Rosy Cheeks Appeal            

to help fund this much needed new           
eco-friendly, modern, efficient heating 
system for our church, please make a 

donation online via 
bit.ly/stgilesrosycheeks 
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Petworth Festival comes to Graffham’s St Giles 
Details have been revealed of this year’s Petworth Festival, which will run 
along full pre-pandemic lines with 45 events across 18 days from 13 July  – 
including one at Graffham’s St Giles Church.   

It features a mix of music – classical, jazz, tradition and ‘world’ – along 

 

with comedy, theatre, family entertainment and the visual 
arts.  Among the star names booked are husband and wife 
pairing of Julian and Jiaxin Lloyd Webber, cellist and 
former BBC Young Musician of the Year Natalie Clein,  

violinist Dmitry Sitkovetsky and Leeds International International Piano 
Competition winner Alim Beisembayev, comedians Milton Jones and Henry 
Normal, and rock and pop legends Beverley Craven and Judy Tzuke. 

The St Giles event is a concert by one of the UK’s most accomplished vocal 
ensembles, The Gesualdo Six, which features some of the UK’s finest  
consort singers, who have 
performed at numerous major 
festivals across the UK, 
Europe, North America and 
Australia… and now also 
Graffham, on  Thursday 28 
July at 5pm – as part of a 
‘pilgrimage’ of three concerts 
on one day, starting at 
Easebourne’s St Mary’s 
Church at 12noon and 
ending at Petworth’s United 
Reformed Church at 8pm. 

 
The Gesualdo Six, who will sing at Graffham’s 
St Giles on Thursday 28 July as part of 2022’s 

Petworth Festival – marking the church’s role as  
one of the first in West Sussex to embrace 

Protestantism back in the 1500s. 

The programme will mark the 650th anniversary of the reform movement, 
and they chose to sing at St Giles particularly because it was one of the first 
scenes of Protestant activity in West Sussex – as early as 1536 the rector 
here allowed the hair to grow over his tonsure and replaced the 
communion wafer with bread. 

Tickets for the Graffham event are £15 for adults and £5 for under 18s.  
For full details of all Petworth Events, see petworthfestival.org.uk where the 
box office will open on 13 May. 
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Congratulations, Mr and Mrs Patrick and Yvonne! 
Long-term partners Patrick Churchward and Yvonne Butterick have ‘tied the 
knot’ after sharing their lives for many years at Hiltons, in The Street, 
Graffham, and are now husband and wife.  They were married at Edes 
House, the Registry Office in Chichester, on 31 March. 

For the ceremony, 
Yvonne wore a light ice 
blue dress, with a string 
of pearls that Patrick 
had given her when she 
turned 40.  She carried 
a bouquet of pink 
roses, blue forget-me-
nots and white and 
cream ranunculus, 
created by Petworth’s 
Spriggs Florists. 

The wedding had been 
in the planning stage 
for a couple of years 
but, as for so many 
couples, delayed by 
lockdown restrictions.   
Patrick said: “My son Edward and his family, who live in Los Angeles, really 
wanted to be with us on the day, so we fixed the date to coincide with their 
spring break holidays.  We were thrilled they could be here to celebrate” 

Edward and Jessica, an old friend of Yvonne’s, served as witnesses, with a 
lunch reception afterwards for a small gathering of family and close friends 
in the marquee at the back of Graffham’s White Horse, which was given 
over to them for the occasion. 
Yvonne said: “It was everything that we had hoped it would be – such a 
lovely family day, with the White Horse team looking after us so well to 
round everything off so memorably.” 
• Patrick and Yvonne will receive a wedding blessing during the regular 
Sunday morning service at St Giles Church on 8 May at 10.30am. 
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June Challen 1936–2022: A short walk through a local life  

Unusually for these times, June Challen spent all but a brief period of her 
life in the vicinity of one village – Graffham.  Until her passing on 22 
March, hers must have been one of the village’s most recognisable faces, 
writes joint editor Philippa Sanders. 
Along with her husband John, who sadly pre-deceased her during the 
pandemic, it could almost be said that she began a local dynasty, certainly 
in the sporting sphere.  She was born at dawn on 7 June in Heyshott and 

 

named June Dawn Ford to commemorate the timing.  
Her sister Josephine was three years older.  When 
June was four, their father was killed outside 
Dunkerque.  Despite this, her mother took in three 
evacuee children from Portsmouth before marrying 
again, to Les Parry who worked at Lavington Stud. 
June attended Heyshott Primary School until it 
closed, then Easebourne, progressing to Midhurst 
Secondary Modern where she unsurprisingly rose 

to the rank of Head Girl.  Upon leaving school, she trained as a nursery 
nurse and went to work for Barnardo’s in Kent, where her love and 
understanding of children took on a new dimension.   
At around this time she met John, who was working for Sir Nigel Claverin, 
at Woodcote.  June loved the fact that John was one of nine children.  
Several of ‘her’ Barnardo’s children came from Kent to their wedding, here 
at St Giles Church in March 1957, to enlarge the celebrations still further.   
Sport hadn’t featured greatly in June’s life up to this point, but marrying into 
the Challen family made it inevitable.  John was a county level footballer 
and June helped make teas as well as fill up the tin bath that pre-dated 
showers in the pavilion.  She turned out to be a strong stoolball and tennis 
player, so spent more and more of her time at the rec.   
June and John lived at Flint Cottages, in Woodcote Lane, and Highfield 
Cottage along Norwood Lane.  It wasn’t long before their own family 
arrived.  Wendy, Trevor, Judy and Vivienne continued the Challen tradition 
of large families, and they settled into the corner house in Guillods, which 
was to be the family home for the many years.  The large garden allowed 
June to host all sorts of visitors, and she revelled in throwing together meals 
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at short notice.  Never one to do nothing, it was not long before she took 
on cleaning work – accompanied by all four children.  As they grew up, 
June immersed herself in all sorts of village groups and societies.  Graffham 
Parish Council, the Empire Hall Committee, Graffham Young Wives, 
Stoolball and Tennis Clubs all benefitted from her involvement and accurate 
minute-taking.  She supported everything in the village, never learning to 
drive as she found everything she needed within walking distance.   
Dancing was not an activity June shared with John but she would attend 
any musical event in the village, memorably the hall’s ballroom and line 
dancing sessions.  In a fitting tribute to that aspect of her personality, and in 
memory of a tune she had once line-danced to, her coffin was led into the 
crematorium to the sound of Dire Straits’ Walk of Life.  Equally 
appropriately, her wake, on 8 April, was held at her much-loved pavilion. 

 
June, above centre back, in the garden of the Old Rectory after her wedding to 
John on 23 March 1957, with her Barnardo’s children, and, below centre front, at 
a family gathering to mark their 60th anniversary, at her beloved rec. 
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Cheers!  Three Moles is 150 years old this month 

 

The Three Moles, straddling Graffham’s parish border 
with Lodsworth’s in neighbouring Selham, celebrates 
150 years of serving the community this month, writes 
joint editor Michael Blunt.  It has a long and 
distinguished record of attending to its locals, as 
Graffham Chronicler Pauline Goodwin records on  

the following pages.  Current landlords Tom Richardson and Ollie Boulton 
have been pulling pints there since 2017, transforming the pub and its 
business into a viable beacon of the community.   
They have, as stated on their website, given it “a fresh burst of life”, 
attracting many visitors to the area along with its loyal following of 
regulars.  Under their guidance, The Three Moles was crowned Observer 
West Sussex Pub of the Year in 2017 and 2019 – just two of the recent 
accolades they have garnered.  That fresh burst of life includes completely 
transforming the beer garden, with its beautiful views over the South 

 
Then and now:  The pub in earlier 
days (above), and how it looks today 

Downs.  It now features a log cabin 
bar in the garden with new covered 
seating and an outdoor kitchen.   
At road level, the old garage/store 
has been converted into a ‘function 
room’, with its own wood-burning 
stove and, installed just last month, a 
bar billiards table, bringing back 
history and keeping traditions going.  
Tom and Ollie are hoping their 
regulars will form a team to enter a 
league later in the year, to go along 
with their established darts team. 
As local boys themselves – Ollie was 
Graffham born and raised – their 
ethos is to support locals.  All the 
team joining them behind the bar are 
locals, and they stock as many local 
products as they can, such as local 
cider, gin and rum, along with   
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Tom and Ollie show off the Moles’ latest addition – its outdoors log cabin bar. 

regular and guest Sussex ales.  The pub’s menu has also been completely 
transformed under their charge with their home-made pizzas and Sunday 
lunches in particular gaining rave reviews. 
They don’t just serve their customers, but the community at large too.  Tom 
sits on West Sussex County Council to represent our Rother Valley ward, 
and has served too on both Graffham and Lodsworth Parish Councils.  They 
have acted as moderators of Facebook’s Graffham Noticeboard and filmed 
the video of the community’s recent VE Day celebrations.  During lockdown 
they delivered literally tonnes of fresh fruit and veg, flour, toilet rolls and 
many other essentials at cost price all over the local area. 
Active in the community – and active at ensuring The Moles is a vibrant part 
of the community, with regular special events, like its monthly quiz nights 
and folk music evenings, summer beer festivals, special theme nights, visits 
by Morris dancers, ale walks to bars they set up in nearby woodlands and 
seen off by prize old mummer players.  The pub is also current reigning 
champions of the Spirit FM Battle of the Boozers (the radio show’s 
presenters are pictured on the cover with some of the Moles’ team). 
They have a host of events planned to mark the pub’s 150th anniversary this 
summer, to encourage as many as possible to toast to its past and future: 

Jubilee Friday 3 June Chill out jazz night 
Saturday 2 July Straw Dogs Irish folk band (back by popular demand) 
Saturday 30 July Country Music, with Dusty Road 

Saturday 13 August Drag Night with Betty Bangs Sha, one of top UK drag 
queens – music and banter 

More events are in the wings – watch out for details! 
 

Meet your neighbour:  Our regular column will return next month. 
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Graffham Chronicles: The Three Moles Statant 
A regular column by village historian Pauline Goodwin 

 

When Selham Station opened in 1872, a public house 
was also built nearby, called The Railway Inn, on land 
owned by William Townley Mitford (1817-1889) of 
The Manor of Dean, Pitshill Estate, Tillington.  It was a 
small pub, like the tiny church close by, both in keeping 
with this very small village. 

The National Archives holds papers, from 1807-
1920, when Mitford bought up lands near his 
Manor.  Some was for railway development around 
the Sussex and Shoreham Harbour area.  
Accordingly, Mitford’s activities improving the local 
infrastructure resulted in him being appointed Lord 
Sheriff in 1847 and then MP for Midhurst from 
1859 to 1874.   His family was a branch of the 
Northumberland Mitfords and their family crest is 

  
William Townley Mitford 

 
Pub signs then 
and now 

 

charged with three moles statant.  It states in Arthur Charles 
Fox-Davies’ A Complete Guide to Heraldry that the “mole, 
sometimes termed a moldiwarp, occurs in the arms of Mitford 
[Argent, a fess sable between three moles displayed sable]”.  
The fess refers to the horizontal band and sable is the colour 
black.  These moldiwarps on Mitford’s crest explain why, after 
six months, the name of the pub was changed from the 
Railway Inn to The Three Moles.   
But why was the mole chosen to charge the Mitford crest?  
Only one other mole-charged crest is identified.  In heraldry, 
something unique to represent one’s family is key, whether 
symbolic or literal.   The only Mitford descendant who 
comments on moles is Nancy Mitford, author of Love In A 
Cold Climate.  In her biography by Selina Hastings, it states  

that the Mitfords “were granted the land and tenements of Molesden… 
which derived the three little moles in the family crest”.  Molesden was a 
township in the ancient parish of Mitford, so there are three possible 
moldiwarp connections: Molesden itself, now a hamlet; the River Mole; and  
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The Three Moles in 1951, before Selham’s railway station next door was closed. 

Molesden Ford.  The three moles?  Possibly.  Heraldry has many ploys to 
define aspirational family qualities.  Animals appear in various attitudes: 
trippant, salient, springing, couchant, lodged or rampant but the Mitford 
moles would be more aptly described as statant, or standing.  The little 
moldiwarp is fitting for this cosy, jewel of a pub, said to be the smallest in 
the county. 
Whatever the origin of the three moles on the crest, this is a most interesting 
name amongst pub names.  Jacqueline Simpson’s Green Men and White 
Swans: The Folklore of British Pub Names mentions unusual pub names such 
as The Leaking Boot, Hung, Drawn and Quartered, The Holy Inadequate 
and Jolly Taxpayer but no other Three Moles. 
Certainly in pub names, the triple element of the name is, she says, common 
as “throughout Europe three has been regarded as a powerful number, 
widely used in rituals of magic and folklore medicine”.  Some pub names 
which include three are Nuns, Tuns, Little Pigs, Horseshoe, Feathers, 
Witches, Arrows, Bells, Bull’s Heads, Crowns, Swans, Wheatsheaves and 
the Three Legged Mare!  But what would a pub be with no beer?  In  

4 Continued on next page 
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4 Continued from previous page 
around 1900, King and Barnes of Horsham acquired the lease to the Three 
Moles.  The pub remained with these brewers until 1998, a couple of years 
before King and Barnes was taken over by Dorset’s Hall and Woodhouse, 
at which time it became freehold.   
Since then, various landlords have won CAMRA awards and the current 
landlords hold numerous awards for their cellar, including St Austell and 
Cask Marque certificates and a five-star Beer Marque rating. 
For 100 years The Three Moles remained very much the same.   Until 2008, 
few changes had been made to the structure of the building.  In 1998, a 
larger bar and indoor toilets were installed.  It remained a beer house with 
(until recently) little, or no, provision of food.  It was as if the pub had 
pulled on a cloak of invisibility and withdrawn into a timeless world.  

  

 
Former landladies and landlords:  Val Wingate (left), Emma 
and James (centre) and a predecessor or customer (right). 
During its 150 years serving the community, the names of nearly 20 
licensees have been recorded over its door: 
1872 Henry Smith 1888 Joseph Willison 1888 William Adams 

1889 Edward Swain 1893 Frederick Figg Tier 1912 William Frank Cate 

1918 Thomas Gill 1921 Frank Hounsome 1928 John King 

1929 James Reynolds 1934 Alfred Sherman 1951 Arthur John Sherman 

1955 Jack Frank Smith 1963 Frank William Wheller 1988 Carl John Gregorzek 

1998 Valerie Wingate 2009 
Paul and Sylvia 

Tadhunter 2013 
James Doyle and 

Emma Davies 

2017 Tom Richardson and Ollie Boulton 

The earliest of them I can recall are Arthur John Sherman, his wife Elsie 
Patricia (Pat) and their son Barry.  Arthur and Pat were active around the 
villages and were friends of my mother and father (Dick and Joan Challen). 
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Barry attended Midhurst Grammar School when I was there.  Towards the 
end of Val Wingate’s tenure, in around 2008, interior alterations were 
made but few changes were made to the nature of the pub.  One reviewer 
a few years later said: “This pub is a bit special.  It is very small and 
unpretentious but has a great homely feel to it, mainly because of (Val’s 
landlady successor) Silvia and her no-nonsense husband Paul.” 
After the tenancy of James Doyle and Emma Davies, Tom Richardson and 
Ollie Boulton took over as landlords in 2017.  Their endeavours to serve 
and provide for the community resonate deeply with the altruism and 
benevolence of its founder William Townley Mitford.  
May their success continue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

 

A small advert like this 
could win you lots of 

business from across the 
villages of Graffham and 

East Lavington at                
a very low cost 

 

Contact  
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail 
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Graffham Down Discs:  Three Moles’ Ollie and Tom 
Continuing our new regular feature, in which we invite villagers to pick 
eight favourite tracks, a book and luxury item, with a brief explanation – 
like in Radio 4’s evergreen.  As The Three Moles celebrates its 150th 
birthday, the spotlight falls on landlords Tom Richardson and Ollie Boulton. 

Ollie was born in Graffham 30 years ago – the 
third generation of his family to live here.  He 
attended Graffham Primary School, Herbert Shiner 
at Petworth then Midhurst Grammar.  He worked as 
an engineer before taking on the pub with Tom in   
2017.  Tom was born in Staines 40 years ago and served as a police 
officer in Surrey for 15 years before moving to Sussex. He was elected 
West Sussex County Councillor for Rother Valley in 2020. 
1  Africa Toto  An amazing song for chilling out – which also came out in 
the year Tom was born, so a bit of double whammy. 
2 This is Me  Cast of Greatest Showman  Such a feel good song.   
3 Four Five Seconds  Rhianna, Kanye West and Rod Stewart  This was 
always playing when Karen Fisher lent Ollie her MGF sportscar when his 
own wheels were off the road. 
4 Proud Mary  Tina Turner  Ollie’s Dad always played this when taking the 
kids to the swimming pool at the weekend. 
5 Waterloo Sunset The Kinks  Ollie listened to this while in Emsworth, 
cleaning the old Barclays Bank there!  Harbour sunsets were stupendous. 
6 Make You Feel My Love  Adele  Ollie taught himself to play the piano at 
one time and played this on Sonya Williams’ piano as the first person to 
play it after her husband Derek passed away.  The look on her face… 
7 The Letter  Box Tops  Super fun.  Ollie heard it first on a German radio 
station while driving to Munich a decade or so ago. 
8 Folk music  Sunday sessions at the Three Moles  We love listening to our 
local musicians play live on the second Sunday evening of the month. 
Book:  Stolen by Lesley Pearse.  Ollie:  It’s set in a house that the author 
rented at Itchenor where I spent some time a few years ago – and I read it 
while I was there.  Murder, love, break ups, car chase, it’s got it all. 
Luxury item:  Tom: iPhone – I’m lost without it!  Ollie: Mini Cooper. 



Graffham Parish News    May 2022 18 

Set to show your best blooms, veg, cakes and snaps? 
Graffham Garden Group is one of the most active clubs in the village, with 
a range of activities to interest everyone who lives here, as joint editor 
Michael Blunt finds out. 
Graffham Garden Group is gearing up for what it hopes is a return to a 
normal summer – not necessarily in terms of weather, but after two years of 
the pandemic restricting its activities, along, of course, with so much else. 
In particular, it is hoping to be able to put on a proper summer show for 
what will be the first time in three years, after the lockdown forced 2020’s 
to be cancelled and tipsy topsy 2021 resulting in too few entries to make 
the whole thing worthwhile. 
This year’s summer show is all set for Saturday 16 July, as ever in the 
Empire Hall.  But this all depends on you – long-term residents and 
newcomers to the village – being prepared to show off the flowers, fruit 
and vegetables you have grown in your garden, the fruits of your labour in 
the kitchen or your favourite photos. 
Show secretary Peter Hardcastle said: “Of course it is always nice to walk 
away with a bit of silverware, but, as with most things in life, it’s the taking 
part, rather than winning, which is the important thing.  And if you don’t 
take part, then you won’t win anyway! 
“As anyone who has been to one of our summer shows in the past will tell 
you, it really is such a refreshing and uplifting sight to see what the people 
of this village have grown in the gardens or cooked or made at home.  The 
smell and sight of all those flowers is simply amazing! 
“None of it is particularly serious – apart from the sweet pea classes, where 
competition is cut-throat!  For the rest, the main aim is just to have a bit of 
fun and show off the wonders or disasters that you’ve grown, cooked or 
made.  So please support the show– even if you display just one rosebud! 

    
 Some of the displays from previous Graffham Garden Group summer shows. 
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Could your garden flowers join a display like this at GGG’s summer show in July? 

Everyone in this village will for sure have something they can enter.  So 
don’t be shy!  Flaunt it!  And now is the time to start preparing your entries, 
by planting and looking after your flowers, fruit and veg in the garden, and 
thinking about what you could enter in the cookery and craft classes.” 
A usual, there will be around 60 classes in the show overall: 
• 16 for flowers, ranging from roses to sweet peas and most summer 

flowers in between. 
• Four for flower arrangements. 
• 20 for fruit and vegetables. 
• Seven for home produce – including cakes, bread, preserves. 
• Five for photography.  This year’s subjects are: 
1. Village Life.   2.  A Walk in the Woods. 
3.  All at Sea    4.  Grow Your Own. 
5.  Any Subject (for children under 16). 
Full details of all classes and how to enter will be circulated in late June.  
Early copies of the show schedule are available from Peter (see below). 
While the show is the group’s main event of the year, it also has lots of 
other activities on the horizon – starting with its spring plant sale, on 
Saturday 7 May 10-11am in the Empire Hall, where you’ll be able to buy 
all the veg plants for your entries in that summer show (see ad on page 21.)  
It also has a rolling programme of visits to nearby and not so local gardens 
(see next page).  Graffham Garden Group has more than 60 members, 
paying just £1 a year, who are given priority and, often, reduced rates to  

4 Continued on next page 
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4 Continued from previous page 
all of its events.  It was founded in 1966 and has run a summer show every 
year since then, apart from the last two and in 1976, when the big drought 
made growing nigh on impossible. 
Peter said: “Pretty well everyone in the village has a garden.  Graffham 
Garden Group is a really friendly way of exchanging thoughts on what 
grows well here and snaffling cuttings from one another. It’s also such a 
nice way of turning your neighbours into your friends.  Do join us!” 
• To find out more, contact Peter at pjhardcastle@btinternet.com or on 
01798 867446. 

Cocking’s Crypt Farm is GGG’s first outing for summer 
Graffham Garden Group will be hosting the first of its summer outings on 
Wednesday 25 May – to Crypt Farm, Cocking, a private garden in a 
wonderful setting with views to the South Downs.  To book your place on 
this or other group outings later in the summer, contact Nicky West on 
01798 867048, 07796 144647 or at nicolamwest@btinternet.com  
Cost of the Cocking visit is £7.50, including tea and cake.  Make your own  
way there (postcode GU29 0HP) for 
2pm – with cash to pay Nicky on 
arrival.  Nicky says: “There is colour 
in the garden throughout the year 
from bulbs, scented shrubs and roses 
however its main beauty is the 
position and view.  A garden not to 
be missed.”  
The next two outings are: 

9 June Thu 

Beckhams, Chiddingfold.  Private 
garden developed over the past 11 
years with herbaceous borders, 
tropical garden, wild flower 
meadow, fruit trees.  

8 July Fri 

Denmans, Fontwell.  Former home 
and garden of the late John Brookes 
MBE, one of Britain’s most influential 
landscape and garden designers.  
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Making a full return after being    
sorely missed by so many 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

Graffham Garden Group 
Spring Plant Sale 

Empire Hall, Graffham 
Saturday 7 May 2022                  

10-11am 

A wide range of vegetable 
plants only will be on sale 

including tomatoes, 
cucumbers, courgettes, beans 

No pre-orders or deliveries 
Enquiries:  

Carole Kirke 01798 867026 
 

Bank Holiday Sunday/Monday 1/2 May 
2-6pm                13 gardens open 

Springtime 
coffee morning 

in aid of St Giles Church, 
Graffham 

 
Wednesday, 18 May, 

10.30am – 12noon  
Occam Cottage, 

Graffham 
courtesy of  

Robin and Jan Brind 
Everyone warmly welcome 
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Preparing to welcome Ukrainian refugees 
Last month’s edition reported on many of the local initiatives 
set up to support to the victims of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.  Joint editor Philippa Sanders gives a progress 
report – and hears of refugees heading for here.  
Nine weeks after Russia launched its war on Ukraine, the Graffham 
community continues to rally round the victims of the offensive and 
welcomes the first refugees to be offered sanctuary in our community. 
Petworth Ukraine Relief has been prominent in gathering supplies from 
across the district.  Its efforts are being led by Eddie, whose wife is 
Ukrainian, Harsha, Kirstie and Marie, with the group emerging through the 
district’s business community.  The Leconfield Estate loaned them a barn at  

 
The barn at Lodsworth 
generously donated by the 
Leconfield Estate to store and 
pack donated relief supplies 

Lodsworth which was swiftly converted into a 
hub for gathering donated supplies and 
despatching them to Poland and then on to 
Ukraine, as far as the southern city of 
Odessa.  The group has used its Facebook 
page to highlight items that are desperately 
needed and where they can be dropped off – 
including at local pubs The Three Moles and 
Badgers, as well as at Sylvia Beaufoy Youth 
Club and Royal British Legion among others.  
More than 100 volunteers have been working 
at the barn to sort and pack donations.  
WhatsApp groups alert volunteers when help 
is needed.  At the time of writing, they are 
working on their sixth shipment.    

As the crisis has evolved, the group has found itself looking to help the 
refugees that have started arriving in this area.  A UK entry visa arrived in 
late April for a 30-year-old from eastern Ukraine who is to be hosted by 
Tom Richardson and Ollie Boulton at The Three Moles.  Many local families, 
including several in Graffham, have also volunteered as hosts.  Most local 
schools already have at least one Ukrainian child on their books.   
Many more are awaiting visas to travel here, with the lack of passports 
being the main reason for the delay.  Most who have arrived here already  
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Simon Peat photographed roadblocks on his journey to deliver aid from Petworth. 

have come with just the clothes they were wearing, so the Lodsworth barn 
has also become a hub from which hosts and refugees can source much 
needed items.  Harsha and the team have been astounded by the 
generosity of the local people, in terms of both time and money.  With no  
end in sight for the crisis, they would still 
welcome volunteers as well as donations.  You 
can contact them via their Facebook page or 
by phoning the numbers on the right. 
As reported last month, Selham’s Kasia Austin 
has also been heavily involved in another 
effort, Ukraine Sunflower Relief.  She has 
provided this update: “It’s heartbreaking what 
is still happening in Ukraine.  The 12 vans 
carrying the emergency supplies we collected 
have arrived safely to a town called Ustrzyki 
Dolne, which is a large collection point on the 
Polish-Ukraine border, from where they have 
been distributed to Ukraine refugees crossing 
into Poland.  One of my friends on the first 
trip, Simon Peat, an ex-war photographer, 

4 Continued on next page 

 
A leaflet distributed locally by 

Petworth Ukraine Relief 
detailing what help it offers 

refugees being housed locally.  
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4 Continued from previous page  
has just returned, having delivered 
essential medical aid and visited an 
orphanage with gifts for the children.  He is 
desperately looking for advice as to how to 
get these children to the UK.” 
The victims of the war continue to be 
brought to mind at St Giles Church, where 
ribbons in Ukraine’s national colours of 
blue and yellow have been made available 
for visitors to tie onto the winter-flowering 
cherry in the churchyard, as a gesture of 
support and compassion.  Among them 
were children from Graffham Infants 
School after its Easter Service, held at the 
church for the first time since before the 
start of the pandemic.  

 

  
Tie a yellow (and blue) ribbon:  

Children from Graffham Infants 
School tie ribbons in Ukraine’s 
colours on the tree in St Giles. 

©Revd Vivien. 
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Thousands raised for victims of Russia’s invasion  

Three Graffham events to raise funds for the victims of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine have raised more then £3,000 for relief supplies and support. 
A total of £500, including Gift Aid, was collected at a Lent lunch hosted by 
Bridget and Stuart Lewis at Maple House, Norwood Lane, in late March, 
attended by almost 20 people.  The money has been given to the Graffham 
Priest’s Discretionary Fund, to be allocated to support any Ukrainian  
refugees being house locally.   
The Empire Hall committee hosted a 
cake and coffee morning on St 
George’s Day, Saturday 23 April, at 
the village hall, where village artist 
Sue Hill sold her cards and other 
arty items and auctioned a new 
painting of sunflowers, the national 
symbol of Ukraine. Bolstered by a   

 
Graffham artist Sue 

Hill (left) wore the 
colours of Ukraine 
while manning her 
stand at the coffee 
and cake morning. 

generous anonymous donation, the event raised some £2,700 for the 
Disasters Emergency Committee Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. 
The following day, two Graffham schoolgirls, Hazel and Lucy Tyrell ran a 
stall on the rec, outside Graffham Bowls Club’s annual open day, netting 
some £100. 

  

 
 Tricky to choose which cake (left), what to buy at 

the Tyrell family bric-a-brac stand (above), or 
which soup to choose at the  Lent lunch (below). 
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Cost of living crisis – a perfect storm for foodbanks 
We’re all feeling the crunch from rising bills as inflation ratchets up to 
levels not seen for decades.  Here, and in the next few issues, Graffham 
Parish News assesses the impact on the village and the surrounding area 
and how we can help ourselves and others in these trying times.  First, we 
focus on Petworth Food Bank with its joint lead co-ordinator Ines Garcia. 

You may think that foodbanks are there only for deprived inner city areas – 
yet, even in apparently affluent rural areas like ours, they are increasingly 
proving to be a life line as rocketing inflation and hard times make it 
impossible for more and more people to make ends meet. 
Serving Graffham and other nearby villages as well as our nearest town,  

  

the Petworth Foodbank Centre is part of the 
Chichester District Foodbank, supported by the 
specialist charity Trussell Trust.  Petworth’s team of 
volunteers collects local donations, picks up  

supplies from the main warehouse in Chichester, receives referrals, 
prepares food parcels – and delivers them to clients in our area.   
The Trussell Trust highlighted the growing need for foodbanks in rural 
communities like ours in its report only last year The State of Hunger.  It 
classified 95% of people referred to foodbanks as destitute, meaning they 
can’t afford life’s basic essentials, such as food and heating.  The Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation reported this year that more than one in five people 
in the UK live in poverty – with increasing numbers of children impacted.   

 
Holly and four-year-old 
daughter Phoebe are just one 
family to have benefitted from 
Chichester foodbank support.  

Its analysis shows that around two-thirds of 
working-age people in poverty form part of 
a household where at least one adult is in 
work.  The pandemic prompted a 
nationwide rise in the number of people 
needing to turn to a foodbank.   
Here, in Chichester district,  foodbank users 
are still, unfortunately, higher than pre-
pandemic levels and will inevitably worsen 
with the hikes in energy bills and the many 
other cost of living increases.  There are 
many reasons why people may turn to a 
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a foodbank – a sudden loss of income on becoming ill, disabled or losing a 
job, insecure work, divorce, bereavement, having to pay an unexpected bill 
that leaves no money for food, delays and/or changes in benefits, to name 
but a few.  The Trussell Trust website shared the experience of one woman 
who was working in education when she had a sudden loss of income 
because of a problem with her tax credits: 

“I was suddenly plunged into a financial nightmare, not 
knowing how I was going to pay my bills, feed myself and my 
daughter, buy things we needed…  I remember sitting with my 
daughter, waiting to be given a food parcel.  I was holding 
back my tears not wanting my daughter to see me upset and 
asking myself how it had got to this?” 

Food banks provide three days’ worth of emergency food to those in crisis 
as well as sign-posting where people can go for further advice and help.   

4 Continued on next page 

Thank you for your donations, Graffham 
One of the many collection points for foodbank donations in the 
Chichester district is Graffham Village Shop.  In the past 12 months, 
almost 200kg of items have been left there – enough to feed six families, 
or 24 adults.  There  also drop-off points at the Petworth Co-op and 
Midhurst Tesco and Sainsbury’s. 
These donations are a life-line for people who need urgent help in our 
area.  Items that are always welcome include: 
• Tinned tomatoes, fruit and vegetables. 
• Long-life milk. 
• Fish/meat paste for sandwiches. 
• Multi-purpose cleaner. 
• Disposable razors and shaving foam/gel.   
• Plastic carrier bags (preferably ‘bags for life’). 
Please only donate items that are ‘in date’ and unopened.  Because of 
‘Natasha’s Law’ (brought in to protect allergy sufferers),                      
only items with a full ingredients list can be accepted. 
If you’d prefer to donate money, then please go to: 
chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money 
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4 Continued from previous page 
To use a Chichester district foodbank, people first need to be referred by 
someone like a teacher, doctor, social worker, health visitor, church or the 
Citizens Advice Bureau.   
Once a referral has been received, the foodbank makes up an emergency 
food parcel.  Typically, it contains nutritionally balanced, non-perishable, 
tinned and dried foods that have been donated by the local community, 
including breakfast cereal, soup, rice, pasta, pasta sauce, baked beans, 
tinned meat, tinned vegetables, instant mash, UHT milk, tea, or coffee, 
tinned dessert and biscuits.   It could be for a single adult or for families of 
different sizes, so the amount of food is adjusted accordingly.     
School holidays mean that children who usually receive free school meals 
during term are left without that food.  To help make up for it, foodbanks in 
the Chichester district provide ‘Kids Lunch Packs’ at these times.  Almost 
2,300 children received them in the Chichester District alone last year.  
There are many ways you can help – by donating items or money (see box 
on previous page) or by volunteering.  In the first instance, please contact 
ines@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seaford collects 2,500kg of Easter supplies 
Seaford College has been an active local supporter of the Chichester 
Foodbank for the past few years, with students there volunteering to 
help in its warehouse, by arranging for donations during Lent and 
through its ‘reverse Christmas advent calendar’ appeal.   

A new initiative launched this summer is to make up the Kids' Lunch 
Packs’  (see story above) for the summer, Christmas and Easter holidays, 
from donations from across its school community.  
Thanks to the generosity of parents, students, staff and the wider 
community, an astounding 2,509kg of food was packed into 223 boxes, 
which were then delivered to the Foodbank depot in Midhurst for the 
onward journey to children in need across our district ahead of the 
Easter break.  
The college community was also able to support Stonepillow, the local 
charity of homeless people, with the excess food donations. 
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Here’s the plan for marking the Jubilee in the village 
Plans for how Graffham will mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee over the 
special long weekend early next month are firming up – featuring a parade 
through the village, floral celebration, a ‘hymns and Pimms’ evening of 
music, reading and refreshments, and The Big Graffham Lunch. 

 
 

“Graffham has a great tradition of pulling out all the stops to celebrate 
landmarks like this and it is hoped the village will do so again, putting up 
flags and bunting on all street frontages.” 
Your village needs you!  All the events are open to everyone – whether 
you just want to be there or have a more active role, helping decorate the 
church with flowers, taking part in the parade, lending your voice or other 
musical talents to the singalong concert, join in the games or doggy show.  
Lots of volunteers are also needed to serve teas, act as road safety 
marshals and more.  If you are up for helping out or take part in any way, 
please email graffhamjubilee@gmail.com 
For the preliminary schedule for the long early June weekend see the next 
couple of pages, with national events highlighted in tinted boxes: 

The four days of special activities – on 
2-5 June – are being masterminded by 
a working group of volunteers from the 
community – with everyone throughout 
the village invited to join in. 
Marie Bracey, who is chairing the 
working group, said: “This is a truly 
one-off historic occasion and we have 
done our best to put on a wide variety 
of events to appeal to the whole 
village, letting us celebrate in true 
Graffham style.  Now we just need 
you all to do your bit by taking part! 
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Thursday 2 June 
 10am Special Trooping of the Colour parade,                                     

ending with an RAF fly-past at 1pm 

Floral celebration at St Giles Church, opens at 11 am – and will remain 
in place until the Sunday.  Displays, created by Graffham arrangers of 
flowers mainly from gardens in the village, to celebrate the life and times 
of The Queen. 
Graffham’s Jubilee Parade, starting at 2.30pm from St Giles, where the 
bells will be ringing out from the church tower.   
The parade, led by a bagpiper, will progress down Church Hill, along 
The Street, turning at the War Memorial to the recreation ground.   
All are welcome to take part in the parade, riding or walking with 
whatever you like – vintage tractors or any other vintage vehicles (so 
long as you go no faster than walking speed), horses, ponies, donkeys or 
even hobbyhorses, carts, bicycles or just walking your dogs or other pets 
or livestock. Please decorate them all appropriately for the jubilee! 
Everyone is encouraged to dress up, too – in red, white and blue, 
appropriate fancy dress, coats and tails, ladies’ day hats….  
Let’s put up the flags and bunting throughout the village – and have flags 
ready to wave as the parade passes, and then join the throng for the 
remainder of the parade route after it has passed you by. 
At the rec, there will be tea and cakes, served in return for donations – 
and all donations to the cake stand appreciated, too, please! – and bar. 
There will be dog agility classes, too and a chance to try your hand at 
ringing bells at a mobile ‘bell tower’. 
If you need to park your car, before or after the parade, please do so at 
the rec and walk up to St Giles to join the parade there. 

   
Above:  Flashback 10 years ago to Graffham’s Diamond Jubilee parade. 
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Lighting of 1,500+ beacons across the nation:  Beacons are currently 
expected to be lit locally at the top of Duncton Hill, East Dean’s Court 
Hill, Cowdray, Woodsworth Hall, and Tillington recreation ground. 

Friday 3 June 

 Thanksgiving service at St Paul’s Cathedral 
Jubilate ‘Hymns and Pimms’ at St Giles Church at 5pm, a celebration – 
with refreshments – of The Queen’s life and times in music, song and 
readings, featuring music from her coronation, including Zadok the Priest 
sung by Graffham singers – all welcome to join in!  Come and learn it at 
a special practice at 2.30pm at St Giles.   
Chill out jazz night at The Three Moles. 

Saturday 4 June 
Royal Epsom Derby 

Platinum Party at the Palace 
Floral celebration at St Giles Church continues all day (see Thursday). 

Sunday 5 June 

Eucharist with thanksgiving for the Queen’s reign, St Giles, 10.30am. 
The Big Lunch – street parties and community gatherings nationwide.  

Graffham’s Big Lunch, at the rec.  BBQ, courtesy of Graffham and East 
Lavington Parish Councils and cooked by the Tennis Club, plus a huge 
Jubilee cake, £££ donations appreciated.  Bring your own salads, puds, 
cutlery, crockery and chairs, please!  Cash bar.  Live band and village 
fun and games for all ages.  If the weather’s wet, the lunch will be moved 
to the Empire Hall. 

 
Above:  Flashback 10 years ago to Graffham’s Diamond Jubilee Big Lunch. 

The Platinum Jubilee Pageant 



Graffham Parish News    May 2022 32 

Garden Sale nets thousands for village good causes 
Graffham’s Greatest Garden Sale – staged by Tim and Celia Tinker on 9 
April to dispose of all their outdoor tools, furniture and games before 
leaving Tangletrees, overlooking the rec, after 40 years – raised more than 
£3,500 for village good causes. 
All the proceeds are being split between St Giles’ fabric fund, for 
maintaining the church building, grounds and bells, and the Graffham 
Health Support Association.  As a registered charity, St Giles can boost its 
share by a further 25 per cent, through the government’s Gift Aid scheme, 
lifting its portion to more than £2,300. 
The sale took place on a beautifully sunny day, providing a perfect setting 
for teas and cakes in the afternoon. 

Heather raises £350 in her walk all over cancer 
Heather Russell (right), of Guillods Cottages, has raised more 
than £350 for Cancer Research by walking 10,000 steps every 
day throughout March.  Her friends and neighbours sponsored 
her to the tune of £300 – which was boosted by £53.75 through   
a Gift Aid tax rebate.  She took the initiative 
for her daughter Jade, who has only recently 
become a mother to baby Rowan (right), 
and is being treated for brain cancer. 
Heather said: “Thank you to everyone who 
donated.  Together we will walk all over 
cancer.” 
You can still donate to Heather’s sponsorship 
appeal via her online fund-raising site at 
bit.ly/heathercancerwalk  

Caravan and camping ground reopens for summer 
Graffham Caravan and Camping Ground reopened for the summer season 
on 1 April, with new wardens Paul and Liz welcoming visitors there.  They 
were away for a few days for a family wedding when Graffham Parish 
News went to call – so watch out for an interview with them in the next 
edition. 
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Insects have been revelling in our warm spring sunshine, as © Paul Stickley has been 
capturing and posting on Facebook’s Beautiful Sights In and Around Graffham page. 
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Nature Notes:  Going nuts in May 
A monthly column by Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Head of Community Action for 
Wildlife Michael Blencowe. 

You could set your calendar by it.  About the first day of May, our 
ancestors would step outside to find foamy white clouds erupting across the 
Sussex countryside – hawthorn was blooming, spring turning to summer.  

The sight was so visually stunning and so linked with the arrival of May that 
Hawthorn became the only British plant to be named after the month in 
which it blooms.  Well, the name Hawthorn is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
‘hagathorn’ (‘haga’ meaning hedge).  I’m referring to that other name for 
Hawthorn – May.   Unlike the impetuous blackthorn which flowers in March 
before it’s even bothered to grow leaves, the hawthorn is more dignified.  It 
waits until it has clothed itself in undergarments of lobed leaves before it  

 
Bee on May.  © Michael Blencowe 

dons a resplendent gown of 
exquisite white flowers.  This 
stunning costume and perfect 
timing meant Hawthorn took 
centre stage at May Day 
celebrations and it partied with 
Green Men, Morris Dancers, 
Maypoles and May Queens. 
‘Gathering nuts in May’ actually 
refers to ‘gathering knots of May’ 
to make May Day garlands and 
decorations.  Then, in the middle  

of the 18th century, tragedy struck.  I don’t know about you but I get thrown 
into disarray twice a year when the clocks change.  My life would have 
gone into meltdown in 1752 as our whole calendar changed from Julian to 
Gregorian and we lost an entire 11 days.  In this new timeline, hawthorn 
found itself late for the party, blooming around 12 May.  
It wasn’t the first time hawthorn had been cast aside.  Superstitions dictated 
that bringing hawthorn indoors led to misfortune – even death.  This could 
stem from the fact that hawthorn blooms release trimethylamine which gives 
the flowers that unpleasant smell of cat’s wee and attracts pollinating 
insects.  It’s also a chemical formed in decaying tissue and reminded people  
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of the smell of Black Death – and nobody wanted to be reminded of that.  
Hawthorn folklore still continues.  I remember at primary school being 
taught “ne’re cast a clout ‘til May is out”.  I translated this gibberish into the 
fact that you should keep your warm clothes on until the end of May.  I’ve 
only just discovered that “May is out” refers to hawthorn blooming.  My 
clouts could have been casted weeks earlier.   

But the world has changed since I was a nipper – we’re warming up.  For a 
temperature sensitive plant like hawthorn, the blooming times they are a-
changin’.  Hawthorn is responding by flowering up to two weeks earlier 
than it was three decades ago.  It has crept back to bloom around May 
Day and is now more commonly seen flowering at the end of April.   

So, this May Day get yer clout off, go out into the great outdoors and 
welcome the return of the real May Queen.      

 

 

 
 
 

 

Did you know…?  You can raise funds to help safeguard the future of  
Graffham’s St Giles Church virtually whenever you shop online – at zero 
additional cost to you.  More than 5,000 retailers participate, through 
easyfundraising, the UK’s biggest charity fund-raising site.  See 
stgilesgraffham.org/shopping-online/ 
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Blightwatch: The other local signs of early summer 
A one-off column by Sussex Lowlife Trust’s Head Burden, Chuck Bevvy. 

As the countryside is regaled with the splendid blossom of the bluebell 
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Graffham residents are adapting to other 
species which are proliferating in the verges of the village’s lanes.  

Most are members of the phylum Takeawaydiae, typical examples including 
the common caffeinacean Americanoquaffum outthewindowbungum and 
the more substantial Meatfeasta justeeta and Pisceschipsque 
batterscatterati.  
With its impressive blue 
plumage, Walkas 
cheezanoniensis is one of a 
number of smaller, more 
brightly coloured variants. 
The water-based, CO2-infused 
genera Taurus ruber and 
Toothdesolva lucozadia are 
also abundant.   
While much has been made of the coronaviruses recently, its hoppy 
namesake Coronabeerus discardus, against which there is no prospect of a 
vaccination, is almost as prevalent.  
This and its symbionts, Scrumpytinstella ubiquitata and Grousus infamous, 
contain the remnants of a toxin known to affect the behaviour of their 
predators. For example, the now extinct Indcoope doublediamondii used to 
work wonders.   

Toxin-free strains have also been observed recently.  One that is frequently 
spotted is Heineken pointfivepercenter, despite it being found in places 
other bottles cannot reach. Even after these pests have seemingly been 
eradicated, courtesy of local friendly fauna such as Carola kirka mirabilis, 
they soon repopulate their habitat.  
Two primitive hominids are believed to be responsible, namely 
Reversedbaseballcappus neanderthalis and its mate Slovenella 
dontgivvamonkeys.  The regulatory authorities designated to control them 
have appealed for sightings in the wild so they may be placed in captivity. 
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Graffham and East Lavington councils’ annual meets 
Both Graffham and East Lavington Parish Councils hold their annual 
meeting of electors this month – with everyone of voting age in each 
jurisdiction invited to attend the appropriate session. 
Graffham’s is on Monday 9 May at the Empire Hall, with informal drinks 
from 6.30pm before the formal meeting starts at 7pm. 
Chairman Simon Mackie said: “The last such meeting was in 2019 (due to 
you know what!), but, historically, this is a chance for everyone in the 
village to be updated by various groups on what is going on in the village." 
East Lavington’s is held a week later – on Monday 16 May at 6.15pm in 
Seaford College’s Music block recital room, with this agenda: 
1 Opening of the meeting 
2   Minutes of 2019 Annual Meeting  
3  Matters arising from these minutes 
4 Chairman’s report 
5 Finance report 
6   District Councillor’s report 
 

7   County Councillor’s report 
8   Question time 
9   Conclusion 
This meeting will be followed by the 
Annual May Meeting of East 
Lavington Parish Council. 

  

The countryside is our business.

Contact us today to discuss your property requirements
Savills Petworth  |  01798 345980

Residential Lettings
Lottie Murphy
lottie.murphy@savills.com

Residential Sales
James Machell
james.machell@savills.com

Professional Valuations
Guy Streeter
gstreeter@savills.com

With over 160 years of knowledge, we o!er the full spectrum of specialist advice whether  
lettings, residential sales or professional property valuations,  we’d be delighted to hear from you.



Graffham Parish News    May 2022 38 

Letters to the editor:  The column YOU write 
Something in the Graffham Parish News or in the village touched a 
particular note, or anything about the neighbourhood you’d like to get off 
your chest?  Share your thoughts to editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com  
The editors reserve the right to edit! 

From Philip Trower, Badgers Cottage, Graffham:  By way  of a warm up for 
next month’s Platinum celebrations, here are some comments on Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897, an event  which must have seemed as 
astonishing to late Victorians as the Platinum Jubilee does now to us. 
One of the highlights of the 1897 celebrations in London was the March 
Past of the British Army, parading in front of the Queen.  It was headed by 
Captain O H Ames of The Life Guards, known as ‘Ossie’, its tallest officer at 
6ft 8ins, and it was much commented on at the time.  Ossie was a distant 
cousin of my paternal grandfather, but I think it was family pride that 
largely invented the following dialogue after the Parade between the  
Queen (QV) and Ossie. 
QV: “You are a fine figure of a man, 
Captain Ames.  How tall are you?” 
Ossie (allegedly confused by being 
addressed by his Sovereign):  “8ft 
6ins, Ma’am.” 
I have a Spy cartoon dated 1896 of 
Ossie, in a short mess jacket and 
enormously long dress trousers,  

 

standing in front of a tiny chair (as pictured with Philip).  It is of course a 
family heirloom, together with the Jubilee Medal in its red case given to my 
father (aged five in 1897), and doubtless to many other children, to mark 
the great event. 

From Penny Holland, Midhurst:  Although I am now resident in Midhurst 
and lived out of county for many years, I sometimes look at Graffham 
Parish News as a way of keeping in touch with my childhood home.   
In the 1960s and 1970s, my parents John and Hilda Holland owned the 
‘old’ shop, Pescods Stores, which had earlier been run by the Pescod family 
for more than a century.  My father originally worked at the Pescods shop 
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in Midhurst.  It was a high-class grocery shop at the top of North Street just 
before Knockhundred Row.  Then 15 or so years later he and my mother 
bought the Graffham stores.  Jack Pescod still ran the Post Office then. 
It was particularly lovely looking at your April issue to find a shared 
memory written by someone I knew 50 plus years ago, Pauline Goodwin 
(née Challen), with whom I played all those years ago in the orchard 
behind Pescods, about which she wrote in her Graffham Chronicles column 
in that edition. 
Best wishes and thank you for such an interesting magazine.   

From Martin Heaton, Tagents Farm, Graffham:  I have just read through the 
April issue of Graffham Parish News which distracted me from work for 
longer than I anticipated!  I found it all most interesting and a much more 
comprehensive journal than in the past. All in all a good effort.  Well done.  
Inevitably I would like to raise one point, however.  The green headings 
were relatively difficult to read.   
• The editors reply:  You are absolutely right about that green colour.  It 
looked beautiful and clear during proofing, but patently did not work with 
the slightly silky paper on which Graffham Parish News is printed – by 
which time it was too late to do anything about it.  Sorry if it tested your 
eyesight! 

From Sonya Gillespie, 17 Guillods Cottages, Graffham:  I must say I’m 
loving the new editions of the magazine.  You are doing a wonderful job!  
I’m learning a lot of new things about Graffham.  Keep up the good work!   

New GHSA point of contact for loan equipment 
There’s someone new looking after the loan of medical equipment for the 
Graffham Health Support Association – with Gill Dover taking over from 
Shirley Behan, who has filled the role for the past seven years. 

The GHSA has a wide range of items – crutches, walking sticks, 
wheelchairs, walking frames, bathing aids and so on – that it can lend out 
to members at times of need, all included in its annual subs of just £5 per 
adult, as just one of the many services it offers. 

To request the loan of, or make any queries about, any of its medical 
equipment, please now contact Gill Dover on 01798 867597. 
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What did you do in Lockdown, Jan Brind? 
Many of us took on new challenges or started new hobbies during those 
many months of the past couple of years when we were hardly allowed to 
leave our homes.  What about you, we asked earlier this year?  Jan Brind, 
of Occam Cottage, The Street, Graffham, tells her story. 
Lock down presented opportunities to do new things – but my ‘new thing’ 
was actually an old thing.  After some 18 years, I picked up my guitar 
again and began to strum.  I sorted out folders of old guitar music, 
discarding some songs and adapting more recent ones with easy chords.  
By chance, I had recently had my guitar restrung just before lockdown 
began, so it was in pretty good shape.  As I sang my songs, the guitar  
slowly began to feel familiar once more.  
Pastoral music and singing have been a large 
part of my life for many years.  As lockdown 
continued, being unable to sing in church, or 
meet up with my music group, became 
increasingly hard. I had to do something!  
Walking our Labrador Ollie each day 
provided me with an answer –  I could sing as  
I walked!  And so a pattern began.   
Ollie and I would set off and, as long as no 
one else was around, I would sing – songs 
from Taizé, chants from Iona, familiar worship 
songs…  There is something very freeing about 
singing in the countryside. 

 
Jan, Ollie – and her guitar 

Interspersed with the songs, I prayed, out loud, for our church, for this 
village, for our family and friends, and for the people I knew, and didn’t 
know, who needed a prayer at that time. 

 
We’ve had some stunning sunsets recently.  Thanks to © Stuart Gerrett for this shot. 
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Wake up and smell Graffham’s own coffee! 
A Graffham couple has launched its own brand of coffee, with Soffietto’s 
the latest business venture by husband-and-wife entrepreneurs Giovanni and 
Kirsty Soffietto, of Chapel View, next to Graffham Village Shop. 
In what is already a highly competitive market, their key unique selling 
propositions, apart from great tasting coffee, are their environmental 
promises – for every pack sold, they plant trees, fund clean water projects 
and funds future coffee grows and the Petworth-based Fighting Chance 
Foundation that supports women and girls at risk of violence and fights knife 
crime, male suicide and childhood poverty. 
Giovanni said: “We started building businesses back in 2013 and have 
always been focused on social enterprises – businesses that serve a 
purpose and make a difference.  As we emerged from the pandemic, we  
decided there must be a better way of getting 
our caffeine fix – and Soffietto’s was born!” 
They are initially offering 11 different varieties, 
including single origins, blends and decaf, all 
available as beans or ground for cafetieres, 
espressos, filters or pods. 
Soffietto’s is available online from 
soffiettos.coffee and select outlets locally, 
including, of course, Graffham Village Shop.   
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Bill’s bygones: Ashley and Pudsey, spring ale and Alpenrosa 
A regular feature in which joint editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was 
happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past. 

10 years ago – May 2012:  Lent lunches raise £314.32 for an 
orphanage in Graffham’s linked parish of Buye, Burundi.  Retired Met 
Police office Ian Cameron talks to the Thursday Club on The History of 
Pornography.  Graffham A tennis team beat Medstead 5-3 and Midhurst 7-
1 in their first matches in East Hants Ladies League.  Vladimir Putin is elected 
President of Russia for a second time after serving as Prime Minister for the  

 

previous four years.  Dancing dog act Ashleigh and 
Pudsey win the sixth series of Britain's Got Talent.  
Chelsea win the UEFA Champions League, beating 
Bayern Munich.  Deaths of hairstylist Vidal Sassoon 
(aged 84), singer Donna Summer (63) and Robin 
Gibb of the Bee Gees (62). 

25 years ago – May 1997:  Countess Maritza, by Emmerich Kalman, is 
performed by Graffham Rustics.  Graffham Parish News contains the 1st  
Graffham & Heyshott brownies’ annual report, by 
Brown Owl Harriet Rowntree.  Three Moles’ landlord 
John Gregorzek has King & Barnes’ Spring Ale on 
tap.  Tony Blair becomes Prime Minister.  Katrina and 
the Waves win the Eurovision Song Contest for the 
UK with Love Shine a Light.  Deaths of TV host 
Hughie Green (77) and author Laurie Lee (82).  

50 years ago – May 1972:  The sixth christening of the year is 
performed at St Giles, with two more to follow later in the year.  Alpenrosa, 
a musical drama co-written by Graffham stalwart Edith (Eddye) Loring and 
Graffham School teacher John Steele, is performed by Graffham Rustics. 
Presidents Richard Nixon and Leonid Breznev sign the first Strategic Arms  

 

Limitation Treaty.  Ceylon becomes Sri Lanka.  
Leeds beat Arsenal 1-0 to win the FA Cup.  
Carry on Matron is the 23rd of the 31 in the 
series.  T Rex’s Metal Guru is the UK’s number 
one for four weeks.  Deaths of Duke of Windsor 
(77) and actress Margaret Rutherford (80). 
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Crimestoppers 
Sussex Police’s log of incidents locally in recent weeks.  If you have any 
information which might help, please report it, quoting the serial number – 
by phone on 101 or online at bit.ly/crimeupdate  

Sussex Police report that some 60 vehicles have been broken into while left 
in car parks or laybys in neighbouring parishes since the start of the year.  
There has also been a spate of burglaries from outbuildings.  From the car 
break-ins – at Goodwood, Midhurst, Pulborough, Amberley, Lavant and 
Funtington – items stolen have included sat navs, headphones, handbags, 
clothes and even bed linen, as well as number plates.  Most recent local 
incidents have included: 
Fittleworth, Hesworth Common:  Monday 18 April. Serial 0535 18/04. 
Upwaltham, Eartham Wood:  Friday 15 April, a number of vehicles. 
Cocking, Cocking Hill: Wednesday 6 April, three vehicles were broken into. Serials 
0690 & 0777 06/04 and 0340 10/04. 
Goodwood Country Park:  Tuesday 5 April. Serial 0508 05/04. 
Goodwood,:  Friday 25 March evening. Serial 1031 25/03. 
Kings Drive, Midhurst:  Monday 14-Tuesday 15 March. Serial 0875 15/03. 

Most recent local incidents of homes or outbuildings burgled include: 
Bury:  Early on Sunday 17 April, a residence.  Tools stolen. Serial 0458 17/04. 
Northchapel, Valentines Lea:  Overnight Thursday 14-Friday 15 April, two 
garages. Serials 0333 & 0334 15/04. 
Midhurst, June Lane:  Early on Wednesday 13 April, a shed.  Two bikes stolen.  
Serial 1036 15/04. 
Midhurst, Ashfield Road: On Wednesday 13 April, a shed.  Mountain bike stolen. 
Serial 1270 16/04. 
Midhurst, Petersfield Road: Early on Wednesday 13 April, a shed.  Several power 
tools stolen. Serial 0584 13/04. 
Duncton: In the early hours of Thursday 7 April, a residence. Serial 0371 07/04. 
Midhurst, Carron Lane:  Overnight Saturday-Sunday 2-3 April, a shed.  Mountain 
bike stolen. Serial 0336 03/04. 
Petworth, Balls Cross Road:  Early on Friday 1 April, a burgundy caravan was 
stolen. Serial 0658 01/04. 
Lower Street, Fittleworth:  Overnight between Thursday 10 and Friday 11 March, a 
shed.  Lawnmower stolen. Serial 1151 14/03. 
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Property watch 
Homes for sale locally, posted at rightmove.com since our previous edition. 

 

Wallace Square, Lavington Park GU28 0FJ:  
Detached house, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
sitting room, kitchen-diner, utility room, garage 
and garden. 150sq m/1,612sq ft.  Guide price 
£825,000.  Penfolds, Wisborough Green, 
01403 611003.  Added 19 April. 

Paddock House, Haslingbourne Lane, Petworth 
GU28 0JJ:  Detached contemporary family home 
with three/four bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
outbuildings, one acre grounds with far-reaching 
views.  196sq m/2,110sq ft.  £1.3 million.  Savills, 
Petworth, 01798 678003.  Added 28 March.  

Planning applications 
A summary of latest applications for planning approval in Graffham and East 
Lavington civil parishes filed with the South Downs National Park as this edition 
went to press.  For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning 
Laurels, The Street, Graffham GU28 0QA: Widening of access and alterations 
to hard surfacing area. SDNP/22/01742/HOUS  Received: Wed 6 April.  

Calloways and Home Farm, Lavington Estate, East Lavington GU28 0NJ:  
Proposed new management regime for the estate, together with a reduction in 
the number of dwellings to be created at Calloways Farm and the erection of a 
new principal dwelling on the estate. Total number of dwellings to be less than 
10.  SDNP/22/01451/PRE.  Received: 17 March. 

Perrot Farm, Woodcote Lane, Graffham GU28 0NZ:  Demolition of existing 
conservatory and side extension and construction of two-storey side and rear 
extensions to north and west elevations. Garden wall and extension of existing 
driveway. SDNP/22/01420/LIS. Received: 15 March.  
Hill House, The Street, Graffham GU28 0NL:  Intention to fell one conifer tree. 
SDNP/22/01341/TCA. Received: 15 March 
Summerfield Cottage, The Street, Graffham GU28 0NP:  Internal and external 
alterations, addition of rear dormers, removal of velux window and chimney, 
replacement rear window to French doors, demolition of outbuildings and  
replacement with garage.  SDNP/22/01367/LIS Received: 8 March.  
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ADVERTORIAL 

New houses by Homes of Rest go on sale this month 
The five new houses being built around the Homes of Rest, in The Street, 
Graffham, will be offered for sale later this month – from a viewing day on 
Saturday 28 May.  The development comprises: 
Plot  Sq ft For sale from Complete 
1 Two-bedroomed detached with detached garage 1,500  28 May Early June 
2 Three-bedroomed detached with detached garage 1,358 28 May Early June 
3 Three-bedroomed semi-detached  1,432 28 May Early June 
4 Three-bedroomed semi-detached  1,432 28 May Early June 
5 Four-bedroomed detached with integral garage 1,776 To be advised November 

The properties are being built by Remmus Designer Homes, an award- 
winning developer based in Burgess Hill, West Sussex.  Each has been 
“thoughtfully designed to blend with the local landscape, with internal high-
specification focused on providing luxury living and modern technology”. 
Guide prices for each house will be released a week before the viewing 
day.  To register interest, email the developers at hello@remmushomes.co.uk 
Plot 1 will serve as the show home on the 28 May viewing day, from 9 am, 
but plots 2,3 and 4 will also be available to view.  No bookings are 
needed for the viewing day, but interest is expected to be high, so potential 
buyers may wish to contact selling agents Fowlers on 01903 745844 or 
email marcel@fowlersonline.co.uk to ensure a viewing. 
Final landscaping around the site should be completed by year-end. 
Remmus Director Sam Watling said: “Our passion is to create beautiful 
homes and communities in some of the most desirable locations in the South 
East.  All of our homes are thoughtfully designed in consideration to their 
local surroundings to sit harmoniously within the existing community.  We 
pride ourselves on our attention to detail, from design to completion.” 

   
Computer-generated artist’s impressions of how the first four finished houses will 
look, from left: Plot 1, Plot 2 and Plots 3 and 4. 
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Covid infection rates locally: Big drop on last month 
Covid data for Graffham and East Lavington’s ‘GU28 0’ postcode area:  

 
Covid positive testing rates for Chichester district:  

  
Source: coronavirus.data.gov.uk as at 25 April 

 

 

bellmans.co.uk

Our specialists are available for 
free valuations, please see our 
website for more information.

Bid online for free with 
Bellmans Live.

*Results subject to buyers premium @ 22% + VAT.

Inviting Entries

Valuation Days
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:30am – 4:30pm

SUSSEX
Newpound, Wisborough Green, West Sussex,  RH14 0AZ
01403 700858  sussex@bellmans.co.uk

A Royal Crown Derby sauceboat and stand. Sold £5,500 (plus BP).*
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Graffham Parish News’ marvellous May quiz 
Ten quick fire questions to test your local, topical and wider general 
knowledge.  Answers at the foot of the page (no cheating now!) 

1  The Met Office recorded a May record temperature 
of 32.8oC in Horsham, Royal Tunbridge Wells and 
Regent’s Park, London – in which year? 

2  Who played deranged gangster Cody Jarrett in the 1949 film White 
Heat? 

3  Fragile, Close to the Edge, Relayer, 
Going for the One and Tormato are albums 
by which 1970s ‘supergroup’? 

4  Which current European leader’s grandfather reached the rank of 
colonel in the Red Army during World War II? 

5  Who met her end on Tower Green on 19 May 1536? 

6  In what colours did Graffham Football Club play? 

7  The Christian holiday of Pentecost  (on the 50th day/seventh Sunday 
after Easter) is also known as what? 

8 Who was Prime Minster when a bank holiday was 
established on the first Monday in May in 1978? 

9  Who became Bishop of Chichester in 1929?  

10 Which fictional World War I officer, on asking General Haig for advice 
on how to avoid going “over the top” next morning, was told to put his 
underpants on his head, insert a pencil up each nostril and say “wibble”? 

  

Answers:  1 1944.  2 James Cagney.  3 Yes.  4 President Zelenskyy of the 
Ukraine.  5 Anne Boleyn.  6 Black and white.  7 Whitsun.  8 James 
Callaghan.  9 George Bell.  10 Captain Blackadder (played by Rowan 
Atkinson in Blackadder Goes Forth). 
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St Giles’ bells are broadcast to the nation  
St Giles’ bells have been broadcast to the nation on BBC Radio 4, featured 
in its weekly Bells on Sunday slot, on 3 April.  If you missed it live, at 
5.43am that day, you can catch up on the three-minute programme via BBC 
Sounds at bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m00161mw 
The session was recorded on 14 January, when a group of visiting bell 
ringers, including several local teenagers, rang five quarter peels at our 
village church, including the Plain Bob Doubles aired on national radio. 
The introduction to the peel described St Giles as a “pretty village church” 
noting it “was largely rebuilt in the late 19th century but retains Norman 
pillars and arches in the nave”.  

Ding, dong!  Brian and Philippa ring up certificates 
Two rookie Graffham campanologists – Brian Lanaghan, a regular organist 
at St Giles, and Graffham Parish News joint editor Philippa Sanders – have 
been presented with their certificates as qualified bell ringers. 
They were presented with 
their records in St Giles’ bell 
tower by Master of the 
Sussex County Association of 
Change Ringers Rob Lane, 
on Tuesday 5 April, after 
demonstrating the ability to 
ring in rounds and lower a 
bell safely, after months of 
training at the Tuesday 
evening and monthly 
Saturday morning sessions. 

  
Brian (left) and Philippa receive their certificates 
as qualified bell ringers from Sussex Change 
Ringers Master Rob Lane.            © Revd Vivien. 

Revd Vivien said: “Congratulations to Brian and Philippa, and thanks to all 
the trainers who have supported Graffham Tower during the past months. 
We have really appreciated it. If anyone else has wondered about learning 
to ring, now is a great time to come forward.  Brian and Philippa will be 
happy to tell you what a great challenge it is to learn.  Just come along to 
St Giles when the bells are ringing during our Tuesday evenings practices 
from 7.30pm, and say hello.  You will be very welcome!!” 
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Revd Vivien with predecessor Stephen Grey (left), donkeys Katie and Princess, 
handler Jason and owner Emma Wallace in the sunshine after a service which saw 
the four-legged friends lead the Palm Sunday procession into church. 

Familiar and unusual faces at Palm Sunday service 
A once familiar face returned to the village for St Giles’ Palm Sunday 
service on 10 April – former parish priest Stephen Grey – whose 
appearance, even he admitted, was outshone by the participation of two 
miniature donkeys from Emma Wallace’s Nonnington Farm. 
In line with tradition, Katie and Princess led the procession from the 
lychgate into the church, where they then stood patiently in front of the 
congregation throughout the service. 
Stephen, who moved on from Graffham in 2013 after three years here  
and is now Senior Chaplain at Eton College, was spending the weekend 
nearby and could not resist returning to the village for Sunday worship. 

Diane steps down as PCC secretary after 24 years 
Diane Bellis has stood down as Secretary of Graffham with Woolavington 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) after 24 years in the post, but remains on 
the PCC looking after its administrative matters. 
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 3 April at St Giles Church, the 
Revd Vivien presented her with a gift to thank you for her contribution over 
almost a quarter of a century.  Michael Blunt has succeeded her as 
secretary, taking meeting minutes and drafting agendas etc. 
Ginny Barrett was re-elected Churchwarden.  Two new members were co-
opted to the PCC – Beannie Bradley and Barbara Edge.  Jan Brind stepped 
down from the PCC but will remain part of its Worship Committee.  Marie 
Bracey as elected to the PCC and as its Lay Chair, while Yvonne 
Churchward was reappointed Treasurer, John Sutton as Electoral Roll 
Officer and Sonya Gillespie as Safeguarding Officer. 
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Petworth Area Churches Together: Spring lecture 

 

What on Earth is God Doing? is the intriguing title of 
Petworth Area Churches Together’s spring lecture 
Friday 6 May at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, 
Petworth, to be delivered by Eddie Arthur, Board 
Member of Global Connections and a Wycliffe bible 
translator for more than 30 years.  Entry is free – and 
the talk will be followed by wine and canapes. 

Other denominations locally 
Methodist: Midhurst.  Minister: David Muskett  Tel: 01730 233436. email:  
superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk.  Web: midhurstmethodist.com   Worship: 
Sundays 10.00am, and Café Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am  

Roman Catholic:  The Catholic Churches of Saints Anthony and George, 
Duncton; The Divine Motherhood and St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst, and The 
Sacred Heart, Petworth.  email:  petworth.abdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01798 
342169. Web: www.petworthcatholic.org 

Mass 

Sun 
8am Duncton 

Thu 
9.30am Petworth 

9.30am Midhurst 12noon Midhurst Convent 
11am Petworth Fri 6.30pm Petworth 

Tue 10.30am Petworth 
Sat 

9.30am Midhurst 
Wed 9.30am Midhurst 5.30pm Petworth 

Society of Friends (Quakers): St Anne's Community Centre, St Anne's Hill, 
Midhurst, GU29 9NN.  Web:  sussexwestquakers.org.uk  Meetings:  2nd and 
4th Sundays 10.30am. 

United Reformed Church:  Petworth. Minister: Revd Anne Lewitt  Tel: 01798 
872535. Web: petworthurc.co.uk  Worship: Sundays 10.30am. 

  Did you know…?  You can raise funds to help safeguard the future of  
Graffham’s St Giles Church virtually whenever you shop online – at zero 
additional cost to you.  More than 5,000 retailers participate, through 
easyfundraising, the UK’s biggest charity fund-raising site.  See 
stgilesgraffham.org/shopping-online/ 
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What’s on at our village church and chapel 
• All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services. 
• St Giles Church is at the south end of Graffham’s Street, near the Downs. 
• All Saints’ Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop. 
• Some St Giles services may be held in the churchyard if the weather’s fine. 
• Both St Giles Church and All Saints’ Chapel are open daily.  
• Bell ringing practice night is every Tuesday at 7.30pm. 
• To join Graffham’s bellringers or occasional choir, contact Revd Vivien on 

01798 867199 or at hello@stgilesgraffham.org 
• See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook’s @stgilesgraffham for any changes. 

May 
1 Sun 10.30am Easter 3 Parish Eucharist St Giles Church 
3 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer and Pilgrim Group All Saints Chapel 

8 Sun 10.30am Easter 4 Parish Eucharist with Patrick 
and Yvonne’s Wedding Blessing 

St Giles Church 

6pm Evensong All Saints Chapel 
10 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer and Pilgrim Group All Saints Chapel 

14 Sat 
10am-12nn Saturday Bell Ringing Practice St Giles Church 

2.30pm Holly and Lewis’s Wedding Blessing  St Giles Church 

15 Sun 
9am Easter 5 BCP Holy Communion St Giles Church 

10.30am Family Worship  St Giles Church 
17 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer and Pilgrim Group All Saints Chapel 

22 Sun 
10.30am Easter 6 Parish Eucharist St Giles Church 
12noon Baptism of Albie James Pearce St Giles Church 

24 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer and Pilgrim Group All Saints Chapel 
25 Wed 7pm Confirmation Service by Bishop Will St Giles Church 
27 Fri 2pm Wedding of Purdey and Craig St Giles Church 
29 Sun 10.30am Ascension Parish Eucharist  St Giles Church 
31 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer and Pilgrim Group All Saints Chapel 

June 

3 Fri 5pm Platinum Jubilee ‘Jubilate’ Hymns and 
Pimms Service 

St Giles Church 

5 Sun 10.30am Pentecost Parish Eucharist  St Giles Church 

We rely on the generosity of villagers and visitors to safeguard the future of 
Graffham’s St Giles Church and All Saints Chapel and the ability of our parish to 
deliver its mission to the community it serves – including this magazine. Please 
support them through a donation – preferably a regular one via our Parish Giving 
Scheme. For full details, see www.bit.ly/stggive1 
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Key dates and what’s on in and around the village  
May 

1 Sun 2-6pm Fittleworth Garden Trail (also Mon 2 May) Fittleworth 
2 Mon  Early May bank holiday  

4 Wed 
 International Red Cross Week (to 11 May)  

7.30pm Midhurst Camera Club ‘Along The Inca Trail’ 
with Stafford Steed LRPS midhurstcameraclub.co.uk 

Cowdray 
Golf Club 

5 Thu 8pm Petfringe presents comedy with Mike Gunn, 
Mark Maier, David Eagle, Dinesh Nathan 

Leconfield 
Hall, Petworth 

6 Fri 7.30pm PACT lecture: What on Earth is God Doing (see p52) St Mary’s, Petworth 

7 Sat 10-11am Graffham Garden Group plant sale Empire Hall 

8 Sun 
10.30am Patrick and Yvonne’s wedding blessing St Giles 

11am-4.30pm Coultershaw Heritage Site open  Coultershaw 

9 Mon 6.30pm Graffham Parish Council annual meeting of 
parish – informal drinks, then 7pm open meeting Empire Hall 

10 Tue 9–11am Great Feet Chiropodist1 Empire Hall 
13 Fri 7pm Graffham Parish Council annual meeting  
14 Sat 2.30pm Holly and Lewis’ wedding blessing St Giles 

15 Sun 2-5pm Tea in the garden and plant sale in aid of 
Dementia UK 

Boswells 
Cottage 

16 Mon 6.15pm Annual meeting for electors of East Lavington 
Parish Council 

Seaford 
College 

18 Wed 10.30am Spring coffee morning for St Giles Church Occam Cottage 

20 Fri 
 Horseracing May Festival (till 21 May) Goodwood 

8pm Petfringe presents My Girl The River, Kate 
Ellis and Anna Howie in concert 

Leconfield 
Hall, Petworth 

21 Sat 10.30 am Graffham Down Trust butterfly walk (see p 16) Meet at St Giles 
22 Sun 10.30am Baptism of Albie James Pearce St Giles 

25 Wed 
12.30pm Lunch Club3 Empire Hall 

2pm Graffham Garden Group outing (see page 20) Crypt Farm, Cocking 

7pm Bishop Will leads confirmation service St Giles 
26 Thu  Ascension Day  
27 Sat 2pm Wedding of Purdey and Craig St Giles 

28 Sat 

 Seaford College half-term (to 5 June)  
From 9am Viewing day for new houses  Homes of Rest 

7.30pm Petworth Festival Jubilation Royal Variety 
Performance with Joe Stilgoe and others  Seaford Coll 

29 Sun 

11.30am Petworth Festival Jubilation Audience with 
royal biographer Robert Lacey  Seaford Coll 

12nn-5pm Sutton and Barlavington village fete Bignor Park 
1pm Petworth Festival Jubilation Big Picnic  Seaford Coll 

3pm Petworth Festival Jubilation Tea-Dance with 
Michael Law’s 78RPM Seaford Coll 
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30 Mon  WSCC schools’ half-term (to 3 June)  
June 

For full details of all Graffham Platinum Jubilee events, see centre pages 

2 Thu 

 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee bank holiday  
All day Platinum Jubilee floral celebration (to 4 June) St Giles 
2.30pm Graffham’s Jubilee Parade From St Giles 

6 for 
6.30pm 

Platinum Jubilee concert with Royal Marines 
Association Brass Quintet 

St James’, 
Heyshott 

8pm Petfringe presents comedy with Mock the 
Week’s  Ian Stone and guests 

Leconfield 
Hall, Petworth 

Evening Chill out jazz night Three Moles 
Dusk Platinum Jubilee beacon lighting Various 

3 Fri 

 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee bank holiday  
2.30pm Jubilate Zadok the Priest singalong rehearsal St Giles 

5pm Platinum Jubilee Jubilate Hymns and Pimms – 
singalong Zadok the Priest and more 

St Giles 

 Platinum Jubilee ‘Jubilate’ Hymns and Pimms  St Giles 
5 Sun Lunchtime Graffham’s Big Platinum Jubilee Lunch Rec 

9 Thu  Graffham Garden Group outing to 
Beckhams, Chiddingfold 

 

1Great Feet Chiropodist:  Available to Graffham Health Support Assoc members only. 
3Lunch Club:  Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month 
at 12.30pm for 12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8.00 a head.  
Please book by calling Sarah on 01798 867567. 
 

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below) 
Mondays Daytime-early evening Osteopath1 Empire Hall 
Tuesdays 8.30am–12noon Post Office Empire Hall 

Wednesdays 9.15–10.30am Yoga2 Empire Hall 
 4.30-6.45pm CCDANCE3 for children Empire Hall 

Thursdays 

Daytime-early evening Osteopath1 Empire Hall 
9-10.15am Teddy Time4 All Saints Chapel 

10.30-11.30am Ease Into Exercise5 Empire Hall 
2-4pm Post Office Empire Hall 

Fridays 9-10.15am Yoga2 Empire Hall 
10.30-11.15am Pilates6 Empire Hall 

Empire Hall:  For booking and contact details, see Directory, inside back cover. 
1Osteopath:  Bookings required.  To make an appointment, for daytime or early evening, 
contact Anna Shawcross on 01798 867523. 
2Yoga: Deborah Albone on 07790 367009. 
3CCDANCE:  Three 45-minute sessions.  Contact info@cc-dance.co.uk on 07495 191311 
4Teddy Time: Stories and singalong for 0-3 years.  All welcome. 
5Ease Into Exercise:  Contact Abigail Martin on 07523 860167. 
6Pilates:  Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297. 
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Rainbow over the rec – with gold hidden under the tennis courts?      ©David Sparkes 
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What’s on, or has been on, at the rec 
Graffham’s Easter egg toss:  Easter Sunday afternoon saw the annual 
Graffham egg toss – with Jamie Thornley winning the senior class and  

 

Noah Lloyd taking the juniors’ prize.  
Orchestrated by the Thornley family, 
and with the seasoned arm of Chris 
Adams doing the tossing, crowds 
gathered with the aim of winning the 
coveted Easter bonnet, which is 
traditionally augmented  by the winner 
before handing it back the next year.   
The aim is to see how far away you 
can catch an egg, chucked by the 
thrower, without the shell breaking. 

Graffham Bowls Club  
For any queries, call club secretary Liz Pegrum on 01798 867770 

Mondays 6pm Practice Night – all 
welcome Graffham Bowls Club 

 

Graffham Tennis Club  
For further information, see graffhamtennis.co.uk 

East Hants League home fixtures: May 
Do come and spend a summer evening supporting your teams! 

9 Mon 6.15pm Ladies’ Doubles Div 3 v Headley B 
11 Wed 6.15pm Ladies’ Doubles Div 1 v Haslemere A 
16 Mon 6.30pm Mixed Doubles Div 2 v Headley B 
17 Tues 6.30pm Men’s Doubles Div 4 v Steep C 
18 Wed 6.30pm Ladies’ Doubles Div 1 v Medstead A 
25 Wed 6.30pm Ladies’ Doubles Div 3 v Midhurst 
30 Mon 6.30pm Ladies’ Doubles Div 3 v Newman Collard 

Junior coaching 
After-school courses, Years R to 8, Wednesdays 3.15-6.15pm 

27 Apr-25 May £40 each 8 Jun–20 Jul and 7 Sep–19 Oct £56 each  
Adults  

Wednesdays,        
year-round 

1.45– 
2.45 pm Rusty Racquets Foundation technique and match 

play practice 
Seniors 

Mondays, year-round 10.45am – 12.30pm Seniors’ morning 
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Ground Work, Driveways, Patios, Paving, 
Drainage, Concreting, Tarmacing,             

Water Pipe Repairs and Installation               
and more 

 
info@sussexlandworks.co.uk 

01730 814751             07950 035997 
 

www.sussexlandworks.co.uk 
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Directory 
DOCTORS Petworth Surgery 01798 342248 

Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre 01730 812121 
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit 01483 782334 

DEFIBRILLATOR On wall outside Empire Hall                           Code is C240Z 
POLICE In emergency 999 
 Non-emergency 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk   101 
BURST WATER MAINS Southern Water 0800 820 999 
POWER CUTS Scottish & Southern Electric 105 or 0800 0727 282 
   
All Saints Chapel Trust Chairman Clive Rowntree 01798 867536 
Bees / Swarms   

Wisboro’ Green B’keepers Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470 
Local beekeeper Murray West evenings 01798 867048 

Chichester District Council  01243 534734 
District Councillor Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk 

01798 342452 
Dog Warden Office hours 

Emergency  
01243 534734 
01243 785339 

Citizens Advice Bureau  03448 487969 
East Lavington Parish Council Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk 
 Clerk Amy Harte 07889 979820 

eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com 
Empire Hall empirehall.org.uk empirehall@gmail.com 
 Bookings Eira Ashby 01798 867297 

Promotions Liz Nicholson liz.empirehall@gmail.com 
 Treasurer  Carole Sargent 01798 344790 
 Secretary Carole Tompkins 01798 867773 
Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 
Foresters Arms forestersarms-pub.co.uk    01798 867386 
Graffham Archives Robin Brind graffhamarchive.co.uk 01798 867619 
Graffham Bellringers Reverend Vivien 01798 867199 
Graffham Bowls Club Chairman Sheila Allen 01798 342869 

Secretary Liz Pegram 01798 867770 
Graffham Cricket Club  Bill Barrett 01798 867113 
Graffham Down Trust Chairman Jim Kirke 01798 867026 
Graffham Empire Movies  John Bracey 01798 867760 
Graffham Festival  Richard Davidson 01798 867232 
Graffham Garden Group Carole Kirke 01798 867026 
Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 

Membership Nicky West 01798 867048 
Transport and prescription collection Ann Rowney ann.rowney@icloud.com 

07391 802541 
Loan of equipment Gill Dover 01798 867597 
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Graffham Nursery School Office  01798 867324 
Graffham Parish Council Chairman Simon Mackie mackiesgpc@gmx.co.uk 
 Clerk Mike Simpson   graffhampc@gmx.co.uk 
Graffham Parish News  editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

See also bottom of inside front cover 
Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council stgilesgraffham.org 

Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner 01798 867199 
hallo@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden Ginny Barrett 01798 867113 
 Treasurer Yvonne Butterick 07808 781510 
  graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com 
Graffham Rec Committee Chairman John Bracey 01798 867760 
 Treasurer Bernard Bayly 01798 867042 

Bookings Sec Peter Carr 01798 867148 
  graffhamplayground@gmx.co.uk and graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com 

Graffham Tennis Club Chairman Simon Longman 01798 867317 
Membership Richard Gyles 01798 867484 

 Coaching Emma Amin 01798 867063 
Graffham Village Shop Jeeva and Vasu 01798 867700 

graffhamvillageshop.co.uk 
Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman Hugh Brown 01798 867561 
 Treasurer Steve Dover 07770 499223 
 Secretary Stuart Mathie 01798 867519 
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund c/o Graffham PC Clerk graffhampc@gmx.co.uk 
Lavington Park Federation graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Graffham Infant School 01798 867324 
Duncton Junior School 01798 342402 
Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools 01798 867324 

Long Bostle Downland Soc Gillian Brandt 01798 867276 
MP Arundel & South Downs Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 
Midhurst Petworth Observer Nikki Jeffery 01243 534163 
National Trust (Lavington Common) Fiona Scully 01730 816363 
Neighbourhood Watch Michael Crickmay 01798 867486 
Oil Buying Syndicate Derek Bradnum derek.bradnum@aol.com 
Petworth Food Bank  07501 921617 
Seaford College  01798 867392 
Three Moles Ollie and Tom    thethreemoles.com    01798 861303 
Thursday Club Secretary Diane Bellis 01798 867444 
West Sussex County Council General enquiries 01243 777100 

County Councillor Tom Richardson 07463 785039 
White Horse    whitehorsegraffham.com    01798 867331 
 
 
 
 

To advertise in Graffham Parish News, contact 
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 



 

 

 

PROPERTY EXPERTS SINCE 1910

MIDHURST

Market Square, Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9NJ

01730 812357

midhurst@jackson-stops.co.uk

jackson-stops.co.uk

Please contact us for a confidential market appraisal


