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Writing from the Rectory: Come as you are
People have been attending church for different reasons over the centuries.
There have always been those for whom church is the right place to express
serious and heartfelt faith in God, through worship inspiring their service – at
times, even in danger to their safety.
For others however, especially in medieval days, attendance was sometimes
driven by fear of the consequences of
not doing so, fanned by doom
paintings on church walls starkly
depicting hellish punishments meted
out to those who stayed away.
In other times some people attended
because their employers or teachers
required them, to reinforce messages
advocating compliant behaviour,
while others came because it reflected
well upon them, implying an upright
character.
None of these motives apply today.
The church no longer suffers from
people or organisations taking
A cool place: In the context of all the
advantage of it for their own
hot weather we’ve been experiencing,
church (open all day, every day) is a cool
purposes. We are freed from these
4 Continued on next page place to be, in both senses of the word.
Priest in charge: Reverend Vivien Turner
01798 867199 hello@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden: Ginny Barrett 01798 867113
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4 Continued from previous page
oppressions, and glad of it. Church now stands on its own merits. Today,
people just come because they want to, because it is a serious place. Church
offers an open door, both to people of serious commitment to faith, and
those just curious. You don’t have to pass a theology test to come. You don’t
have to profess faith any further than you feel comfortable in doing so. You
just, as someone rightly said to me this week, ‘come as you are’.

Church is an incredibly positive place. It is here and freely available. A
surprising place, for the right reasons. We’re glad to have a church here in
Graffham. Thank you to everyone who enables the church to continue. And
if you have wondered about it, know our church is a place for you to ‘come
as you are’, any time at all.

Reverend Vivien

Welcome, Albie, Orlando and Otterly!
Three babies have been welcomed into the church family in special services
at St Giles recently. Albie Pearce was baptised one year to the day after
parents Amy and Stephen were married. He is the latest in Graffham’s
Tupper-Challen dynasty, with Amy’s parents Phil and Julie Tupper and her
grandmother, the late Mary Tupper née Challen (see page 15). Separately,
a Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child service marked the arrival of twins
Orlando and Otterly Nuttall, whose mother Olympia lives on Lavington Stud.

Twins Orlando and Otterly with mum Olympia (left) and Albie with parents Amy
and Stephen, in their jubilee hats (right)
July 2022
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Getting set to stride across the Downs to Chichester
Plans are taking shape for this year’s sponsored walk to raise funds for St
Giles, Graffham’s parish church, and everything it does for the village.
After 2021’s epic trek around all 12 miles (19 km) of Graffham with
Woolavington’s parish boundary, this time the plan is to stride from St Giles
across the Downs to Chichester’s St Richard’s Cathedral – on Monday 19
September, a date chosen to avoid the Goodwood Revival and other events
already in the village calendar.
Phillip Turner is mapping out the
route, which is expected to be
about 11 miles (18 km) long –
ascending Graffham Down from
our village church, then heading
on ancient pathways towards
Charlton, on to Goodwood then
descending down to West
Sussex’s county city.
At a relaxed pace, it should
take around six hours, with
transport being arranged to
bring walkers home.
Last year, the half dozen
walkers participating raised
around £750 for St Giles,
helping nudge the parish’s
annual finances the right side of
breakeven.

An approximation of the route for this year’s
Graffham St Giles’ sponsored walk – around
11 miles over the Downs to Chichester on
Monday 19 September.

All are welcome to take part in
next month’s walk. To register
your interest, drop an email to
hello@stgilesgraffham.org or contact the Revd Vivien or
churchwarden Ginny Barrett (see page 1 for details).

You can sponsor the walkers online at bit.ly/stg2022walk or
by pointing your phone camera at this QR code – or fill in
the sponsorship form at St Giles Church.
August 2022

3

Graffham Parish News

New email addresses for Graffham Parish Council
Graffham Parish Council has changed its email provider – and all its email
addresses as a result.
Clerk Mike Simpson can now be reached at clerk@graffham-pc.uk and
Chairman Simon Mackie at simon.mackie@graffham-pc.uk.
Each councillor’s email address comprises firstname.surname@graffhampc.uk. So you can now reach each of them at:
• colin.barker@graffham-pc.uk
• john.bracey@graffham-pc.uk
• roger.coakes@graffham-pc.uk
• howard.charman@graffham-pc.uk
• patrick.churchward@graffham-pc.uk
• sandy.macqueen@graffham-pc.uk

Another new government role for our local MP
Our Man at Westminster Andrew Griffith has his second new government job
in less than six months, after being appointed Parliamentary Under Secretary
of State – or Minister for Exports as he described it in his Twitter account – in
Boris Johnson’s ‘caretaker’ administration after the Prime Minister’s
announcement, in early July, of his intention to resign.
The MP for Graffham’s Arundel and South Downs constituency had served as
Minister for Policy and Head of the Prime Minister’s Policy Unit since 3
February this year.

Temporary closure of footpath from Perrot to Hoyle
Graffham footpath 961, from Perrot
Farm on Woodcote Lane towards
Hoyle, shown in red on this map (left),
is to be closed for around a week from
Wednesday 10 August.
The closure is needed to enable a
bridge over a stream to be replaced,
West Sussex County Council’s public
rights of way team advises.
Graffham Parish News
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Graffham Summer Fete
On and in aid of the Rec,
Bank Holiday Monday, 29 August, 2pm
All the usual – and some new – fun and games
for all the family and your four-legged friends
Vintage Motor Show

Tug of War

Feast on teas, cakes and BBQ

Raffle

Pimms and beer tent

Lots of other extraordinary ways to get you to part
with your cash for this fabulous village amenity
– and put a smile on your face!
Annual dog show
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Most Handsome Dog 3-8 years
2.15pm
Prettiest Bitch 3-8 years
2.35pm
Best Child Handler
3.00pm
Best Puppy up to 2 years
3.15p
Best Owner Look-a-like
3.35pm
Best Veteran Dog or Bitch over 8 years 3.50pm
Waggiest Tail
4.10pm
Best in Show (Winners Classes 1-7)
4.25pm
All welcome. Entry £2 per class.
Judging by Messrs Bernard Bayley & George Grammar.

The fete is organised by volunteers from the village.
If you can help in any way and/or provide a raffle prize,
please contact Phil Jones on 07900 937000.

August 2022
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Enjoy the
summer
Come along and enjoy the entertainment we
have lined up for you in our beer garden this
summer!
Saturday 30th July - 8pm
Roots & Wings | Country Music Duo

Country Music & maybe the odd line dance!
Saturday 6th August - 7pm
Jazz Night | Trio of jazz musicians
Playing a great mix of funky jazz
Saturday 13th August - 8pm
Betty Bangs Sha | Drag Night
Music, Comedy, Banter (& maybe some abuse!)
All events are free, no tickets or bookings.
Turn up, have a drink & enjoy. Food will be
available each night.
Graffham Parish News
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Graffham hits potential record 34.2oC in heatwave
The temperature in Graffham reached a high of 34.2oC (93.6oF) during
July’s heatwave – a potential record for the village, reports weather watcher
John Sutton, of Haydon Cottage, The Street. His highest reading was
recorded on Monday 18 July at 4pm. Temperatures the following day in the
village eased by an average of 1OC – although they
edged up elsewhere in Britain, reaching a UK record
of 40.3 OC (104.5 oF) in Lincolnshire.
In line with best meteorological practice, John’s
recordings are made in a sheltered spot with no direct
sunshine. While out driving that day in direct sunlight,
he noted that the thermometer in his car logged 37 oC.
The top 34.2oC narrowly beat previous Graffham highs
recorded in 2020, 2019 and 2013. John’s gauges did
record even higher temperatures in some earlier years,
but his weather station then was in direct sunlight in the evening, so he has
discounted them from his records. His formal records go back a decade.

August 2022
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School report: Skidding madly to summer term’s end
As we write this, Graffham Infant and Duncton Junior Schools are skidding
madly to the close of the summer term. In some ways it is a blessing that, at
last, the end of this school year is as crazily busy as a ‘normal’ year!
We have been delighted to be able to reintroduce most of our established
traditional events, including our Summer Performance which, as always, has
taken many hours of singing and dancing practice, and
costume and staging design – and how fantastic to be
blessed with glorious weather for the outdoor performance
and accompanying family picnic in the gorgeous setting of
Duncton School’s playing field, with its spectacular
amphitheatre (pictured above). How lucky we are to live, work and learn in
this wonderful environment.
There are many fond farewells at the end of the summer term, with our Year
6s all moving on to secondary school after the holidays, our Graffham Year
2s moving up to the junior school at Duncton, and a few other pupils moving
on to pastures new. We wish all our leavers the very best of times in their
new learning environments, and we very much look forward to welcoming all
our new starters in Reception and other year groups in September.

An ‘end of year’ service for Graffham Infants was held at St Giles in
the last week of term, with wooden crosses and Lord’s Prayer cards
given from the church to the 20 Year 2 children moving on, as a
reminder of their time at the village’s Church of England school.
To find out more about our village school, including ‘virtual
tours’, see graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Please also take a look at and ‘like’ us at
facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton

Graffham Parish News
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Top London singing group heading for Graffham
One of London’s leading singing groups, Chaps Choir, is coming to
Graffham in October, bringing its joy-inducing heart-string-pulling songs to
The Empire Hall.
And in the afternoon before the concert, on Saturday 29 October, its
founder and musical director Dominic Stichbury, one of Britain’s most
in-demand singing group leaders, will host a fun and informal workshop
open to everyone – chaps and non-chaps alike – giving you the chance, in a
supportive and inclusive environment, to sing some of the music that the
group has become known for.
Chaps Choir is one of London’s largest and best known and loved male
singing gangs. It has built a name through its urbane entertaining
presentation and unexpected repertoire choices – say goodbye to the male
voice choir most would recognise.
Their voices have filled the Royal Festival Hall, The Union Chapel and other
major venues and UK festivals. They’ve performed live on Saturday night
4 Continued on next page
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4 Continued from previous page
prime time TV, recorded at Abbey Road and been the subject of articles and
news pieces exploring men’s singing and male community. Prepare for pop
re-hashes, snowy hunting calls, self-aware pirates and, well, lots of men
singing...

Tickets are £20 for the afternoon workshop and evening concert and £15 for
the concert alone, from tiny.cc/graffhamchaps
For a flavour of their songs and sound, see bit.ly/chaps-choir-promo

Graffham’s very own Fashion Exchange takes off
As part of ‘Greener Graffham’, a ‘Fashion
Exchange’ is being trialled at St Giles.
Take any unwanted good, clean clothes, shoes
or bags to the church, place them tidily in the
appropriate area – and take anything you like
in exchange. All for free! St Giles is open all
day, every day.
Any surplus items left after a week will be
taken to Petworth Ukraine Relief or to the
recycling centre... or saved for the next event.
Besides clothing looking for new homes, the
Fashion Exchange also needs more coat
hangers.
Any questions to Ginny Barrett on 01798
867113.

The Empire Hall, Graffham

AGM
in the hall
Friday 16 September 7.30pm
All villagers welcome
Graffham Parish News
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Hugh stands down after six years as shop chairman
Hugh Brown stood down as Graffham Village Shop
Association’s Chairman after six years at the helm at its
AGM on Tuesday 19 July, in the Pavilion. As a mark of
appreciation for his service, the committee is treating him
and his wife Ann to a meal at the White Horse.
As this edition went to press, the committee was electing
Hugh’s successor and the other officers. Full details in
next month’s edition. The other business of the AGM
Ex-Chairman Hugh
was concluded in record time – perhaps prompted by the record
temperatures experienced that day in the village.
The association was formed in 1994 to ensure that Graffham has a village
shop. It owns and is responsible for maintaining the premises where Jeeva
and Vasu run their business, along with the car park, the picture framing unit
operated by Stephanie and the residential unit alongside the shop.

Autumn coffee morning
in aid of St Giles Church, Graffham

Wednesday, 14 September,
10.30am – 12noon
Occam Cottage, Graffham
courtesy of Robin and Jan Brind
Everyone warmly welcome

August 2022
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First sight of rare moth during Down Trust picnic
Graffham Down Trust (GDT) held its annual picnic on Sunday 10 July and
was treated to a lovely sunny day full of butterflies, flowers, moths – and
sausages. After a butterfly walk lead by the inimitable Michael Blencowe,
Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Head of Community Action for Wildlife, the 30 or so
participants gathered under a
shady yew tree to marvel at
the array of fauna collected
the night before in his moth
trap, including a privet
hawkmoth, the largest moth in
Britain, and an extremely rare
clouded magpie, which has not
been seen in Graffham before.
Even more remarkable than the
moths was the ability of Bob
Foreman to identify them all,
Gathering around while the moth trap is
opened up, revealing its overnight haul.
no matter how small.

TEDDY TIME IN THE PAVILION
TODDLER GROUP
Wednesdays 10.15-11.30am
Pavilion, Graffham Rec
No charge.
All welcome.
Just come along!
Graffham Parish News
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Jo Crow 1953-2022: Loyal friend with a huge smile
The funeral of Josephine Elizabeth Crow – Jo, as she was universally known
to her many Graffham friends – was held at St Giles Church on Thursday 14
July, with almost 200 mourners attending, followed by a wake at the White
Horse. Here’s an edited version of the eulogy delivered by her son Toby.
Jo was born on 16 August 1953 in Chelsea to Nancy and Kerr Robertson
who lived in Bywater Street, off the Kings Road. Her parents had bought the
derelict Chapel Cottage in Graffham (now part of Popple Meadows) just
after World War II, which they renovated and used as a weekend home. In
1956, Nancy and Jo moved down to Graffham permanently and Kerr, a
chemical engineer, did a weekly commute up to London.
Jo went to Conifers School in Midhurst where a claim to fame was to have
appeared in the school play as the leading lady alongside a little boy, as her
leading man, who became a TV personality – Griff Rhys Jones. Years later,
reading his autobiography, she noted
that he mentioned his time at Conifers
so she wrote asking if he remembered
that they appeared on stage together.
She was delighted to receive a reply
saying that indeed he did.
She went on to The Royal Naval
School in Haslemere (now the Royal
School) where she made many lifelong friends, and then read for a
London University law degree where
she was notorious for missing lectures
and tutorials especially those before
midday! After three years, her
jurisprudence tutor met her for the first
time as she went into the examination
hall to sit her finals! “Oh, you are Jo
Robertson,” he said, “nice to meet
you.” She gained a First in
jurisprudence although her overall
degree was not quite so good! It was
August 2022
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When Jo became engaged to Tim, her
portrait was used by Country Life
magazine in its famous ‘girls with
pearls’ engagements slot.
Graffham Parish News

at university that she met Tim, who
was also reading for a Law
degree. Jo trained as a solicitor in
Midhurst with the firm Johnson and
Clarence in Market Square while
Tim did his training in Birmingham.
They both qualified as solicitors in
1980. Annoyingly for Jo, Tim
qualified the month before her.
After accepting his third proposal
of marriage – she said by then it
was clear nobody better was
going to come along! – they wed
in Graffham’s St Giles Church in
May 1980 and celebrated their
42nd anniversary this year. After
living briefly in a flat in
Easebourne, they bought
September Cottage here in
Graffham in 1982 and then
Chapel Cottage from her parents
in 1985.

Jo with Tim at a Buckingham Palace
garden party.

First son Jonny was born in November 1987, followed by Toby in December
1990. Both were brought up in Graffham, attended the village school and
Seaford College and have many happy memories of village life.
Jo and Tim sold Chapel Cottage in 2001 and moved to Easebourne. It was
a great joy to her that they were able to return to Graffham in 2017, to Luffs
Cottage, and that Jonny married Libby in St Giles in 2019.
During her professional career, Jo worked for several local solicitors – in
Midhurst, Petworth, Storrington and Petersfield – before joining the Cowdray
Estate Office, giving legal advice and assistance to the Cowdray agent. She
has often said that the Cowdray years were the most fulfilling of her working
life. She retired in August 2016.
Jo was diagnosed with late stage ovarian cancer in March 2017. She faced
her illness with cheerfulness, positivity and a calm and brave acceptance.
4 Continued on next page
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4 Continued from previous page
She never let her cancer define her and she defied one medical statistic after
another. In her final meeting in St Luke’s Hospital, Guildford, a few months
ago with her consultant oncologist, who had treated her since the beginning
of her illness, and having made the very brave decision to stop having any
further treatment, Jo said: “I must be one of your successes?!” Met by a
confused silence, she added: ”I am
still here after five years!”

She had a huge enthusiasm for life
and for living. An accomplished
horse rider in her youth – a one-day
eventer – and a keen walker, she
climbed Skiddaw, the third highest
fell in the Lake District, only two
years ago. She also skied, played
Jo with sons Johnny and Toby.
tennis and swam in all waters from
the Pacific to the Dead Sea. Never afraid to risk a new challenge – pottery,
sculpture and painting… often with very mixed results!
Meeting people along the way gave great joy. Many became firm friends.
She will be remembered as a lawyer, loving and much loved wife, mother,
mother-in-law, grandmother and friend, for her gift of loyal friendship, for her
huge smile and for her propensity for fun and laughter.
Graffham Tennis Club Life President Mike Dimmer writes: For Jo, tennis was
fun, and she shared her ventures on court between Graffham and Midhurst.
She was a valued and long-term member of Graffham Tennis Club and
carried laughter onto the court wherever she played, along with a
determination to do well. It was most befitting in the latter days of her tennis
journey that, in 2019, Jo and Tim won the doubles trophy in our inaugural
veterans’ tournament.

Mary Tupper 1931-2022
Mary Tupper, who was born and lived most of her 90 plus years in
Graffham, passed away on 9 July. She entered the world as Mary Challen,
on 18 July 1931. After marrying Ray Tupper, she became mother to Paul,
Phil and Jill. A date for her funeral had not been confirmed as we went to
press. A full tribute will follow in our September edition.
August 2022
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Jan’s long journey to deliver aid and support
In the latest of our reports on how the people of Graffham and
East Lavington have rallied to provide support to the victims of
Russia’s war on Ukraine, we tell the remarkable story of East
Lavington’s Jan Andersen and meet the village’s latest evacuee.
For most of the past five months, East Lavington’s Jan Andersen has been
1,200 miles (almost 2,000 km) away from his East Lavington home, in his
motorhome on Poland’s border with Ukraine, playing a significant role in
delivering aid and support to the victims of Russia’s invasion.
In normal times, he lives with his wife Joanna in a house on Lavington Stud
that has been their home for nine years, maintaining a self-confessed low
profile in the community, although dog walkers will recognise them as the
owners of a ‘rather lively’ Great Dane. Originally from Denmark, he began
volunteering last year, helping homeless and vulnerable people in Brighton.
Within 48 hours of Russia invading the Ukraine in late February, he had
driven his motorhome the 1,200 miles (1,950 km) to Przemysł, on Poland’s
border with Ukraine, ready to lend support to the hundreds of thousands of
refugees fleeing their country to escape the horrors of the war.
No sooner had he arrived than he and his vehicle were ‘commandeered’ by

LEFT: Two vital elements of equipment for Jan’s
journey – jerrycans to top up when he has a chance so
he has a sure supply of fuel – and bulletproof body
armour at the ready on his passenger seat.
BELOW: Loading up more much-needed supplies.

Graffham Parish News
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a group of local volunteers preparing a local school to provide shelter and
supplies for vulnerable Ukrainian women and children. The following
morning, Jan parked on a small patch of ground close to other volunteer
groups, all setting up their own tents and stalls to provide food, refreshments,
medical assistance, and other support to the refugees arriving by bus from
the border, less than 10 miles away.
Joanna said: “He met so many shell-shocked but extraordinarily brave
people that first full day – and since then – in freezing cold conditions. He
offered hot cups of coffee, warm blankets, and a listening ear for those who
wanted or needed to talk. Our motorhome also quickly became the place to
go for phone recharging with Jan providing as much power and as many
sockets and cables as he could, to those who had travelled days and whose
devices had long since run out of charge.”
Since then, he has set up a non-profit
organisation called Bright Jar, to provide
humanitarian aid and crisis response. He
has raised funds for, and created, a largescale power bank lending service in
Przemysł’s main refugee centre, open
around the clock and much used. He built
another powerful battery bank, providing
charging and wifi for up to 40 devices at
A traumatised evacuee recharges
once, stationed initially at the border so
at a basic power bank Jan set up
by the side of his motorhome.
refugees could use it while they waited for
hours to cross from Ukraine, and later housed in the Polish Red Cross tent at
Medyka, just inside Poland. He has also encouraged friends, family and
neighbours back in the UK to donate their old smartphones, iPads, laptops
and other devices for refugees to use.
He has also worked with a small refugee centre in Przemysł, supplying
essential provisions including fresh produce and sanitary products, helped
create a play area for children, supplied rucksacks and stationery for schoolstarters, replaced much-needed personal items, such as broken spectacles
and inadequate luggage, supplied teenagers with headphones and vouchers
to escape into their music, provided transport day and night for the refugees
(and their pets) to outside destinations, like hospitals or simply to enjoy some
space and fresh air, delivered medicines and medical kits, baby formula,
4 Continued on next page
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4 Continued from previous page
sanitary products and more, working exceptionally long hours. He has not
just remained on the western side of the border. He drove his motorhome
right into Ukraine to extract, singlehandedly, a family with a two-yearold son from a village east of
Mykolaiv, in a heavily active military
area, close to the frontline. That
family is now safely in Poland. On his
way to rescue them, Jan delivered
supplies to the Ukrainian Red Cross in
the centre of Mykolaiv, with air
alarms sounding almost continually.

Jan with the family he single-handedly
He raised funds and helped to
evacuated from east of Mykolaiv.
organise the extraction too of three
family members from Russian-occupied territory in Mariupol, who arrived in
Poland severely traumatised, suffering from malnutrition, injuries and torture.
Jan helped clean their wounds, provided care – and helped facilitate their
relocation, driving luggage and supplies from Warsaw to Germany. He
drove also to Estonia, to assess refugee support at its border with Russia,
providing intelligence to the UN International Organisation for Migration.
Joanna said: “While the war continues and desperation endures, Jan is
risking his life for, and continues to stand with, the people of Ukraine. He
has established deep friendships with Ukrainian communities, both in Poland
and Ukraine, and he will do all he can to help. Their suffering is immense, as
is Jan's compassion. I am extremely proud of what he is doing.
“As donations are now scarce, this is becoming an increasingly difficult
operation, but he is doing what he can. We have put a lot of our own
money into his mission already and there is no more in the pot. If I can share
his story with a wider audience, then my hope is this may kick-start a fresh
wave of support.”
HOW YOU CAN HELP AND FIND OUT MORE: You can
support Jan’s work with a donation to his Bright Jar fund.
Just go to brightjar.org or point your smartphone camera
on this QR code and open the link. For updates and
more, go to instagram.com/brightjar_ukraine

Graffham Parish News
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Welcome, Angelina, our latest Ukrainian newcomer!
Angelina Tymofiichuk is the latest evacuee from Ukraine to gain refuge in
Graffham, taking the number of her fellow citizens staying here while Russia
wages war on their home country to almost a score.
She is being hosted by Victoria and
Will Caldwell, at Fairhurst, The Street
– and within hours of arriving in the
neighbourhood on 29 June had
already secured a job at The Foresters
Arms (where she is pictured, right),
where her excellent English, learned
from Americans, is adapting to the
way it should be spoken!
Until the Russian invasion, she had run
her own bar in downtown Odesa for
six years. She and her parents, sister and nephew left their home city three
months ago, driving initially 750 km (460 miles) to Cluj Napoca, in Romania,
before Angelina continued on to West Sussex. Her husband and grandfather
remain in Odesa. As neither of them can currently work, she is sending half
her earnings back to them.
She and her husband have long wanted to visit Britain, but this is her first
time here. She said: “I love it here. Although I normally live in the city
centre, we visited the countryside whenever we could. Will and Victoria are
such wonderful hosts to me. Working at the Foresters is like being at home –
and lets my mind escape from what is going on back where I come from.”

August 2022

It was just like in days gone by in
Graffham in July with sheep out in
the road by the Foresters Arms one
day, and cows loose in the lane
outside the White Horse the next.
The animals were taken safely back
to the security of their fields quickly
by their respective owners. Thanks
to © Giovanni Soffietto and Ginny
Barrett for posting these pictures at
Facebook’s Graffham Noticeboard.
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Meet your neighbour: Pescod’s Aparicio family
A regular feature, in which we meet one of our village neighbours. This
month, editor Michael Blunt catches up with the Aparicio family, who moved
into Pescod’s, Graffham, in December 2020.
Pescod’s was the centre of Graffham life for decades – the village’s general
stores and post office, supplying the community with everyday necessities,
connecting it with the outside world, paying out pensions and benefits and,
of course, the place to go for all the latest gossip.
The last shopkeeper there, Roger Mozley, finally closed the door on his
emporium about 20
years ago – leading the
community to pull
together to fund the
development of the
current village shop.
Roger stayed on at
Pescod’s, living in what
had also been the
family home until he
passed away, well into
An old postcard of Pescod’s in its heyday as a shop.
his 90s, two years ago.
His daughters Harriet (who now lives opposite at Hartley Cottage with
husband Clive Rowntree) and Margaret and son David put the building up
for sale – which is how the Aparicios wound up in the village.
Manny and Henrietta, with daughters Edith, now seven, and Stella, four, plus
spaniel Otto and two cats, since joined by nine chickens, moved in a week
ahead of Christmas 2020. Edith had one full day at Graffham Infant School
before it was forced to close as last year’s lockdown was enforced.
Manny was born and raised in London. His parents had met and married
there after fleeing Franco’s Spain as teenagers. They arrived in England
with virtually nothing and only a few words of English, but soon found jobs in
the hospitality sector and put down roots.
After school in Ladbroke Grove, Manny spent a brief stint as a mechanic in
West London before retraining as a project manager in construction and
setting up his own project management consultancy, a field in which he is still
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involved, on sites all over Britain.
Henrietta hails from Guernsey,
where her father’s Carey family
have lived for hundreds of years.
Her mother was Sussex born, in
Eastbourne. After school,
Henrietta went to Kings College
University, London, to read
Nursing and Physiology,
“something I really enjoyed after
living in the middle of nowhere,
with no shop anywhere near and
no buses”.
After graduating, she went back to
the Channel Islands, working in
financial services, gaining a
position as company secretary at a
private bank. She was then able
to transfer back to London, where
she took a master’s degree in
Corporate Governance, paving the
path for her becoming a solicitor.
She met Manny after they both
separately enrolled, each with their housemate, to take part in the 2012
Banjul Challenger Banger Rally, in which participants drive clapped-out cars
from England to the Gambia, via Spain, Morocco, Western Sahara,
Mauritania and Senegal, a 3,700 mile trek taking three weeks. Manny
remembered: “I was looking at the list of other participants and saw a
Henrietta and Alex registered, and my flatmate said that we ought to meet
two girls ahead of the rally. Only the Alex turned out to be a bloke!”
Manny hit it off with Henrietta, though.
Henrietta recalled: “I’d been to West Africa several times and had always
wanted to do this particular challenge. We got hold of a Peugeot 205 and
off we went. The overheating alert light came on just as we reached Paris,
with around 3,000 miles to go, but it got us there. It was pretty daunting in
places. We had to drive through at least one minefield and abandon the
4 Continued on next page
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planned route through Mali after a French air strike targeting terrorists.”
Manny added: “We camped by the roadside once and a pick-up came
alongside with a huge machine gun on its rear. We just ignored it.”

They married a couple of years later, with a civil ceremony in Lewisham,
where they were living at the time, followed by a blessing in Santiago de
Compostela, where Manny’s parents had returned to live by then.
They set up home initially in Deptford, where Edith was born, then moved
slightly further out of London to Beckenham, near Bromley. Henrietta said:
“Manny had been pestering me for ages to move out to the countryside, but,
back then, that was as far as I was willing to go.”
Then Stella arrived, followed by the pandemic lockdown and Henrietta
agreed it was time to head further afield. As a keen motorbike rider, Manny
had been a regular visitor to Goodwood’s Festival of Speed – which
convinced him that “the South Downs was the only place I wanted to live”.
But “the whole world wanted to move” and they were having no luck finding
something suitable. Then they were sent details of Pescod’s. “We ignored it
at first because it didn’t tick any of our key boxes – we really wanted a
detached house with a garage and driveway. But we made the two and a
half hour trip to see it all the same – and fell in love with it straightaway.”
It needed some modernising, which they are doing gradually – and they
now have planning approval for their must-have driveway and garage.
Manny noted: “We were lucky in that there were so many old photos of
Pescod’s, clearly showing a driveway at its north side, so we were able to
prove we are just re-instating what was there before.”
Despite the challenges of lockdown initially, they have settled fully into
village life. Both girls are now attending Graffham Infant School, where
Henrietta has joined the Governing Board: “We are very blessed to have
such an amazing school here.”
Manny added: “This is such a lovely village, with its shop and pubs. It has
been so easy to make friends here. You can’t walk out of your house
without people talking to you, and there is such community spirit with things
like all the jubilee events – nothing like that happens in London!”
There is just one tiny downside: “Some people still remember Pescod’s being
the village post office and mail their letters through our front door!”
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Diary of a New Farm: Kindergarten for little piggies
Katie Forman and Brett Sacks continue their new occasional diary as they
establish Slow Grown Farm, at Hoyle, on Graffham’s border with Heyshott.
What a summer it is turning out to be! We have, however, been managing
to stay cool in the woodlands of Hoyle Farm as we have spent the last few
weeks preparing for the arrival of our first pigs. There’s a long history of
pigs being fattened on the acorns and beech nuts of the beautiful woodlands
that are one of the South Downs’ great features. Woods are, after all, the
natural habitat for pigs, who love foraging.
To manage their impact, we are rotating them, using electric fencing, through
our nine acres of woodland – equivalent to about seven football pitches.
We first needed to get them acquainted with the electric fence. So, we built
a ‘kindergarten’ area for the weaners (eight-week-old, weaned pigs). The
kindergarten’s interior perimeter was lined with electric fence. Once the pigs
get one shock, they rarely get another as they learn very quickly!
So, with our kindergarten nearing completion, we were on the search for six
pigs. As we’re in organic conversion, we needed to buy weaners reared on
organic farms. We also wanted a hardy native type which would excel in
the woods. Fortunately, the UK has a good selection of pig breeds and, in
the end, we settled on six Large Blacks, rated as a ‘priority’ rare breed, so
we feel like we’re doing our bit to support these great British varieties.
The weaners slept the whole way back to Hoyle Farm before exploring their
new kindergarten home. It wasn’t long before they were eating bits of plants
and turning over logs to feast
on small insects. After ten
days of kindergarten, we let
the pigs out into their first
large section of woodland to
forage, supplementing their
‘wild’ diet with organic nonsoy feed.
We’re pleased to say that the
pigs are enjoying all the
wonders (and forage) that
our woodland has to offer.
August 2022

The Large Black weaners making themselves at
home at Slow Grown Farm.
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Graffham Down Discs: Liz Nicholson
Continuing our new regular feature, in which we invite villagers to pick eight
favourite tracks, a book and luxury item, with a brief explanation – like in
Radio 4’s evergreen. This month, Liz Nicholson gets in the groove.

Liz is the younger daughter of Methodist minister Rev
Tony and Shirley Bullock. She was born in Devon, which
she still considers her home county, even though she lived
there for only a couple of months!
She worked for British Telecom in Wimbledon and then
Croydon as a commercial officer looking after companies
such as Dalgetty Spillers and Tate & Lyle. She married
Mark in 1994 and four years later Rebecca (who now
has a law degree from Gloucester University) was born. Shortly afterwards,
they moved to West Sussex, finding a home at Fittleworth. Ben entered their
world five years later. He’s now studying engineering at Chichester.
After the break up of her marriage, Liz met Bill met via a dating website.
They visited Graffham during the Arts Festival around five years ago, taking
part in the tasting menu around the village. They were so impressed with the
community spirit that they set out to find a home together here. They now
live, with an assortment of dogs and Land Rovers, in The Cottage, opposite
the Empire Hall. Liz serves there as its Promotions Secretary and is on the
Graffham Empire Movies committee, when she is not running her new Dogs
Doing Better training classes.
1 Girls on Film Duran Duran I was a ‘new romantic’, all pixie boots and
frilly shirts. I struggled to pick one of many favourites from bands such as
Spandau Ballet, Ultravox or Visage, but this has got to be up there!
2 Mr Blue Sky Electric Light Orchestra At 18, I took up parachuting at the
Joint Services Parachute Centre, Netheravon, Wilts, then later with The Flying
Tigers at Goodwood and this was often played at full volume at the drop
zone. It’s still a family favourite.
3 Hallelujah Chorus, The Messiah Handel My father was a Methodist
minister and his penultimate circuit was Petersfield, with Midhurst Methodist
Church under his jurisdiction, so singing and choral music were a big part of
growing up. After months of practice, he and my brother-in-law joined
singers from across the country to sing The Messiah at The Royal Albert Hall.
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4 Seven Days in Sunny June Jamiroquai Having just bought this CD, we
listened to it on the way to Devon and then while pitching our tent so this
brings back memories of happy camping. Meeting lead singer Jay later, as
a frequent visitor at Elite Helicopters, Goodwood, makes it more special.
5 Gone and Done It Shania Twain You can’t beat a bit of country! This is
another one we would sing along to in the car, but the kids swore that the
song was called Golden Nugget!
6 Fix You Coldplay As with most people, the best stereo is in the car and,
after the breakup of my marriage, Coldplay would be a ‘go to’ to sing at full
volume or yell or cry along to in private.
7 Golden Years David Bowie So many great tracks by this guy but I have
chosen this one as it appears in the film A Knight’s Tale starring the late
Heath Ledger – a family favourite with a great soundtrack.
8 Romeo and Juliet, Montagues and Capulets Prokofiev After meeting Bill,
I have had the privilege of going to Glyndebourne, the English National
Opera and The Royal Opera House to watch various operas and ballet and
we saw Romeo and Juliet. I loved every minute of it. This brings back
wonderful memories.
Book: Complete Collection of Books and Poems by AA Milne I’m a child at
heart and sometimes it’s worth listening to the wisdom of Winnie the Pooh.
and with illustrator EH Shephard living at Lodsworth, there’s a local link, too.
Luxury item: Ground coffee and a cafetiere. I could not go through a day
without coffee and probably drink far too much!
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Garden Group summer show attracts 200+ entries
Graffham Garden Group’s summer show bounced back in full bloom on
Saturday 14 July for the first time in three years, after lockdown forced
2020’s to be cancelled and topsy turvy 2021 resulted in too few entries to
make the whole thing worthwhile.
This year, villagers took more than 200 exhibits to display in the 60 or so
flower, vegetable, fruit, cooking and photography classes, filling the Empire
Hall with colour and fragrancies.
Top prize-winners were:
• Pezarro Bowl for best hybrid tea rose – Martin Buckley.
• Agas Cup for best non-hybrid tea rose – Carole Kirke.
• Johnson Cup for best pot plant – Alison Davidson.
• Ricardo Cup for best photograph – Alison Davidson.

Richard Davidson and Sally Blunt compare sweet pea notes (left) while Mary
Taylor is delighted with a first prize for her summer flowers (right).
Graffham Parish News
August 2022
28

Prize-giving time: Show organiser Peter Hardcastle (back to camera) prepares to
hand out the silverware.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thraves Cup for best flower arrangement – Veronica Crickmay.
Cactus Cup for best mixed garden flowers – Veronica Crickmay.
Longridge Cup for highest points in flower classes – Alison Davidson.
Dennis Phillips’ Cup for highest points in veg classes – Jim Kirke.
Walter Parson’s Cup for best dish of mixed soft fruit – Alison Davidson.
Sutherland Cup for best cookery exhibit – Rosemary Sutton.
Flaxman Cup – Jane Pine-Coffin.
Banksian Medal – Carole Kirke.

Left: Committee members (clockwise from bottom left) Carole Kirke, Martin
Buckley, Peter Hardcastle, Trish Wilson, Alison Davidson and Carol Tompkins.
Right: Karin Skanberg wheels away a barrow load of entries.
August 2022
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Graffham Parish News’ amazing August quiz
Ten quick fire questions to test your local, topical and wider general
knowledge. Answers below (no cheating now!)
1 Who was the principal guest of Viscount
Montague at Cowdray in August 1591?
2 The 1871 Bank Holidays Act designated which
day as the summer bank holiday?
3 In which year was the Rother Raft Race first held?
4 And when was the last?
5 The Game Act of 1831 enshrined which already
traditional date in the sporting calendar?
6 Michael Sheen has played which politician in three films, namely The Deal
(2003), The Queen (2006) and The Special Relationship (2010)?
7 Who was arrested in Howick, KwaZulu-Natal, on 5August 1962 and
charged with inciting workers' strikes?
8 The wreck of HMS Hazardous, a French ship of
the line captured by the Royal Navy in 1703 and
deliberately scuttled in 1706, is located where?
9 Who was elected unopposed
as leader of the Conservative
Party in 2003?
10 What was the name of the vicar played by the late Frank
Williams in Dad’s Army?
Answers: 1 Queen Elizabeth I. 2 The first Monday in August. It was
changed to the last Monday in August in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland in 1965. 3 1981. 4 2011. 5 The Glorious Twelfth (of August).
6 Tony Blair. 7 Nelson Mandela. 8 800 metres off the coast at Bracklesham
Bay. 9 Michael Howard. 10 Reverend Timothy Farthing.

To advertise in Graffham Parish News, contact
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
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Electrifying live performers
and their renowned show
sees them reglarly sell
out Ronnie Scott’s, The
Hootananny, London Jazz
Festival and many more.

AN EVENING WITH

The big smoke
familya full London gig….
8.00 PM SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER
GRAFFHAM EMPIRE HALL
DOORS AND BAR OPENS 7.30PM
TICKETS £17.50 & £30.00
Tickets are available from empirehall.org.uk
“This band is the bomb” - Booker T Jones
“Keeping Funk Alive” - Galactic New Orleans
“Nola-tastic” - The New Mastersounds
“Always brilliant” - Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club
“Get Ready To Move” - Jazz FM

The Big Smoke Family are purveyors of New Orleans funk rock - a unique mix of punchy
horns, heavy street beats, chants and samples.
Following in the footsteps of modern New Orleans funk bands such as Galactic and
Trombone Shorty, and drawing inspiration from Mardi Gras Indians, James Brown and
the Meters.
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Nature Notes: South Downs’ spectral dancers
A monthly column by Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Head of Community Action for
Wildlife Michael Blencowe.
Last summer, as the sun set over the South Downs, I was wandering through
a wood on a twilight hike. Through the trees I noticed about a dozen figures
decked out in brilliant white gathering in a small clearing. I hit the floor and,
buried amongst the bracken, watched as other white figures joined them.
Each individual slowly started swaying, swinging hypnotically like a
pendulum suspended on an invisible wire. The whole silent scene felt eerie,
otherworldly, ancient.
I was spellbound and barely breathing, scared I would be discovered and
this mesmerising performance would end. As some of the figures swung
fixed to their stations, others oscillated wildly, whirling and crashing into
each other. The light was fading fast and as my surroundings dissolved into
shadow the swaying white figures seemed luminous against the gloom.
Then, as the full moon rose and illuminated the glade, the action slowed, the
figures retreated and I was left alone in the gloaming.
The ritual I had witnessed was not the
sinister secret ceremony of some parttime pagans. This was the dance of the
ghost moths: elaborate courtship
behaviour performed by the male
moths on warm summer evenings
across Sussex. That moonlit glade had
been temporarily transformed into a
miniature moth disco where these
incredible insects pirouetted, pranced,
A ghost moth – the South Downs’
disco
dancer. © Michael Blencowe
swaggered and strutted in an attempt
to attract a female – more Saturday Night Fever than The Wicker Man. And,
like tiny Travoltas, the male ghost moths know that to stand out on a
crowded dancefloor you need a flashy white suit. Their wings are whiter
than white and look as though they have been hand-painted with Tipp-Ex.
The female ghost moth has a more subdued wardrobe and wears pale
yellow wings with elegant orange swirls. Males also have another trick up
their sleeve (or in this case their trouser legs). Their hind legs contain furry
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scent-brushes releasing pheromones into the air which act as an
overpowering aphrodisiac. Once the ladies are lured it’s the individual
moth’s dancing which seals the deal. It can be murder on the dancefloor
and scuffles start as the males try to assert their positions. It’s a behaviour
known as lekking and the dominant dancers will lead a lucky lady from the
lek into the surrounding shadows.
In days gone by the ghost moth’s mysterious, ethereal waltz was interpreted
as something supernatural and it has been suggested that the dance of the
ghost moth gave rise to local legends of fairies and Will-O’-The-Wisp.
For many years I believed an empty dancefloor, Stevie Wonder’s
Superstition and some of my unique dance moves were all I needed for the
ladies to fall under my spell. Yet the ghost moths seemed to have more
success. I knew I should have gone for the white suit.

Did you know…? You can raise funds to help safeguard the future of
Graffham’s St Giles Church virtually whenever you shop online – at zero
additional cost to you. More than 5,000 retailers participate, through
easyfundraising, the UK’s biggest charity fund-raising site. See
stgilesgraffham.org/shopping-online/
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Covid infections locally: Rates continue to rise
Covid data for Graffham and East Lavington’s ‘GU28 0’ postcode area:

↑ 6 on 23 June

↑ 75.2 on 23 June

↑ 860 on 23 June
↑ 2 on 23 June

Covid positive testing rates for Chichester district:

Source: coronavirus.data.gov.uk as at 21 July

Inviting Entries
Valuation Days
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:30am – 4:30pm
Our specialists are available for
free valuations, please see our
website for more information.
Bid online for free with
Bellmans Live.

Marcel Dyf (French, 1899-1985), Crepuscule en Bretagne (detail), signed,
oil on canvas. Sold for £7,500 (plus BP).*

bellmans.co.uk

SUSSEX
Newpound, Wisborough Green, West Sussex, RH14 0AZ
01403 700858 sussex@bellmans.co.uk

*Results subject to buyers premium @ 22% + VAT.
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Bill’s bygones: £50,000 cheque, raft race and fete fate
A regular feature in which joint editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was
happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past.

10 years ago – August 2012: Simon Mitchell, Chairman of the Graffham
Recreation Ground Committee, receives a cheque for
£50,000 from Sport England (left) for the renovation
of the pavilion (half the cost), then organises the
Graffham Fête which makes a profit of £6,170.88.
A new Guide Leader is sought to replace the retiring
Carol Tickner. Women’s stoolball is played again at
the rec. Vladimir Putin makes an unofficial visit to the London Olympics to
watch the judo. Following a 2-0 Test series defeat at home to South Africa,
England’s men cricketers lose their top world ranking. The number one album
is Rihanna’s Talk That Talk. Deaths of astronaut Neil Armstrong (aged 82)
and entertainer Max Bygraves (89).

25 years ago – August 1997: Graffham Garden Group’s summer show is
organised by Martin Buckley, with Betty Bradley as
President. Ben Major and Val Watson defeat Anthony
Dimmer and Di Williams respectively to win the Graffham
Tennis Club singles’ titles. The 17th Rother Raft Race
attracts 75 entries and raises £4,000 for Midhurst’s King
Edward VII Hospital. Graffham Fête, organised by Dick
Challen (who is also Master of Ceremonies), raises more
than £2,000. Sussex Game and Country Fair is held at
Seaford College. Deaths of Diana, Princess of Wales,
(aged 36) and Frenchwoman Jeanne Calmont (122), the
only human verified to have lived beyond the age of 120.

50 years ago – August 1972: By ‘popular demand’, Graffham Fête
(organised and MC’ed by Dick Challen) is held on Saturday 5 August rather
than the Bank Holiday, but takings are ‘disappointing’ with only £140 profit
made. Ugandan President Idi Amin (left) expels 50,000
Asians holding UK passports. Munich Olympics begin.
Deaths of Queen’s cousin Prince William of Gloucester
(ninth in line to the throne at the time), killed in an air
show aged 30, and sailor Sir Francis Chichester (70).
August 2022
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Graffham Chronicles: Anyone for tennis?
A regular column by village historian Pauline Goodwin. With Graffham
Tennis Club’s latest Tennis Week recently completed, this month she looks at
the development of the sport in the village.
“Do you know what my favourite part of the game is?
The opportunity to play.”
- Mike Singletary, American football coach and former player.
Not a quote from a Sussex person but Mike Singletary’s remark is very
pertinent because the history of tennis in Graffham is very much about
‘opportunity’. This opportunity, this gift of tennis to Graffham, the youngest
of Graffham’s outdoor sports, has come about due to the dedication, the
hard work, the vision, the generosity and persistence of Graffham people,
too numerous to mention individually.
I didn’t specify the number of decades that tennis has been played in
Graffham because I have discovered recently two pieces of information.
The first, revealed by my cousin Linda Smart (née Challen), formerly of
Charwal (where, appropriately, current leading light of Graffham Tennis
Club Mike Dimmer now lives), recalls being given a tennis racket by our
aunt, Mary Tupper (née Challen). Mary had used it to play on a grass
tennis court beside the White Horse. This dates that tennis court to around
the mid-1940s to very early 1950s. The second is a snippet of history found
in 1947’s handwritten Women’s Institute History of Graffham album in which
the writer states: “Cricket, lawn tennis and football were all going strong until
this last war broke out.” So tennis was
being played here clearly in the 1930s.
Jump several decades to Graffham’s
next encounter with a tennis opportunity
and, in 1961, on their golden wedding
anniversary, Sir Harry and Lady
Beatrice Ricardo donated a tennis court
to the recreation ground. This proved to
be ‘a golden beginning’, according to
Mike Dimmer, in his book Graffham
Tennis Club 1961-20. Thanks to their
gift, tennis became hugely popular in the
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Graffham Parish Council’s letter to
the Ricardos thanking them for their
gift to the village of the tennis court.
August 2022

village, with five trophies played for
annually and Saturday afternoon allage sessions in which, at 10 years old,
even I participated.
Various chairmen, including John
Holland, Dick Challen, Bill Robinson
and Peter Parish, saw the club
Early cup winners: Lady Ricardo with
through until the 1980s. My mother,
Angela
Hall, of Little Paddock, and Bill
Joan Challen, was treasurer for more
Woods, of The White Horse.
than a decade. As was customary for
all sports clubs at this time, prize-giving dinners were held annually, attended
by around 80, at the Empire Hall. From the 1970s, however, the tennis club
was beset with problems – vandals damaged the court, and membership and
finances declined. While social play continued, the competitions ceased and
the trophies consigned to our loft at Hillside.
A new dawn broke for Graffham Tennis Club when Chris Major became
chairman in 1985, a post he held for 25 years, teamed with his wife, Hilary.
Their sons were keen to play so Chris introduced Sunday morning coaching
sessions, attended by a dozen or so children. Starting from this small scale,
coaching was to be a game-changer in the story of Graffham tennis.
Then, in 1993, Mike Dimmer came to Graffham. He, with Chris Major,
treasurer Pat Watson and secretary Val Watson, saw the court resurfaced in
1995, allowing competitions to be re-introduced, with the trophies from the
1960s. Mike led the planning of the initial five-day tournament. The first
prize-giving evening of the new era was held at the White Horse, attended
by 16 members. Joining the key group driving a visionary course to the
future, John and Rosemary Sutton became treasurer and secretary. As the
new century approached, the club was securing depth in quality players.
The new millennium proved to be dynamic for the club. A second court, laid
in 2001, came into use in 2002. In 2003, a boys’ singles competition
started for the Sutton Cup, followed in 2007 by a girls’ singles tournament.
Further innovations and opportunities included an extensive coaching
programme, with Denise Clay as Director of Coaching and Stuart Scott as
coach. This new coaching dynamic was responsible for the renaissance of
Graffham tennis, in terms of membership numbers, players’ ability and
4 Continued on next page
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4 Continued from previous page
economic viability. Chris Major introduced the highly popular Graffham
Tennis Week – the latest of which ran from 23-29 July. Dinah Lamming took
the club into the East Hants League, providing the opportunity to play
competitively against other high
calibre local players and furthered
the pursuit of excellence.

In 2011, Beetle Clay became
chairman, with Chris Major and Mike
Dimmer as Life Presidents, with
membership reaching more than 150
adults and 125 juniors. Tournament
entries rose to 120. The prize-giving
evenings grew enormously in
Tennis trio Mike Dimmer, Chris
Major and Beetle Clay
popularity and were extended to the
Foresters Arms and Empire Hall, culminating, in 2014, with the club’s 50th
anniversary dinner and dance at Seaford College, thanks to headmaster
John Green. A hundred members and guests enjoyed Beetle’s inspirational
display of club tournament winners from 1995 to the then present day.
Under Beetle’s guidance, club membership offered opportunity for all in the
Graffham area with ages ranging from four-year-olds to the 83-year-old Ken
Buckhurst. In 2012, even Rev Stephen Grey took an active role in the men’s
singles. He introduced the annual Graffham v Seaford College Boxing Day
hockey match, which reminded me of the annual Boxing Day tennis match
back in the 1960s. The tennis was of dubious quality as it took place after
festive glühwein at The White Horse!
In 2021, Simon Longman took over as chairman with Emma Amin as director
of coaching, and more than 100 juniors participating in seven after-school
sessions a week throughout term time as well as coaching in Easter and
summer holidays and three half-terms. Some fine results were secured in the
East Hants League. In July 2013, the Graffham Ladies A Team was top of
Division 3, the B team unbeaten in Division 5 and the mixed doubles team
top of their league.
Graffham Tennis Club has certainly become a most dynamic force in the
village, providing fun and outstanding opportunity for all, from the youngest
to the rustiest of racquets. The Ricardo legacy was indeed a golden one.
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Writings from the rec

Edited by Philippa Sanders

Graffham Tennis Club

By Chairman Simon Longman

Graffham Tennis Week was in full flow as this edition went to press, so watch for a
full report and more pictures next month. Pictured here are the competitors in the
opening Saturday’s generation game mixed doubles tournament.

Match reports: Congratulations to
our first club champions of the year,
Sam Adams and James Phimister, on
winning the mixed doubles club
tournament, beating Olive Amin and
Ollie Edwards in the final.
Our teams in the East Hampshire
Leagues are all doing well with the
men's doubles remaining top of their
Mixed doubles finalists, from left:
league. There are only two matches
Olive
Amin and Ollie Edwards with,
left to play, so we're hopeful for
the
other
side of the net, winners Sam
promotion! The women's A team had a
Adams and James Phimister.
remarkable win against Haslemere B
to remain above them and fifth in Division 1. The mixed team are second in
Division 2 and the women's B are currently fourth in Division 3.
Graffham Tennis Club results for East Hampshire LTS League
Women’s Doubles Division 1
Women’s Doubles Division 3
Graffham A vs Haslemere B Won 7-1 Haslemere C vs Graffham B Won
Headley B vs Graffham B
Mixed Doubles Division 2
Won
Men’s Doubles Division 4
Fernhurst A vs Graffham
Won 0-8
Graffham vs Steep
Won 7-1
Graffham vs Ropley
Won
Graffham vs Haslemere A
Lost
3-5 Newman Cld vs Graffham Lost
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Graffham Tennis Club East Hants League home fixtures: August
Do come and spend a summer evening supporting your teams!
Mon
6.30pm
Mixed Doubles
Div 2
v Alton A
Wed
6.15pm
Ladies Doubles
Div 1
v Swanmore A

Graffham Bowls Club

By Secretary Liz Pegram

President’s Salver winners (left) Kym Pegram, Vera O'Hara and Hazel Tyrrell and
(right) Jane Riley and Catriona Godson receive the Janet Hurst Cup.
July has been a busy month for Graffham Bowls Club, with several matches a
week both at home and away against our friends from local clubs. Wendy
Folkes, Sheila Allen and Liz Pegram spent an enjoyable day at Pulborough
playing in their Ladies Tournament. We have also had internal cup
competitions. The President's Salver was won by Kym Pegram, Vera O'Hara
and Hazel Tyrrell, while the Janet Hurst Cup went to Jane Riley and Catriona
Godson. If you would like to come and try bowls pop in on a Monday
evening at 6pm weather permitting. You will be made very welcome.
Midhurst
Sutton
Pulborough
Fishbourne
Headley
Marlborough

4
14

Graffham Bowls Club results for June and July
Billingshurst
Away
Lost
Away
Southbound
Home
Won
Away
Stedham
Away
Lost
Away
Frensham
Away
Won
Away
Fittleworth
Away
Lost
Home
Midhurst
Home
Won
Home

Lost
Lost
Lost
Lost
Won
Lost

Graffham Bowls Club home fixtures: August
Do come and spend a summer evening supporting your team!
Thu 6.30pm
Petersfield
10 Wed
6pm
Southbound
Sun 3.30pm
Frensham
26
Fri
3pm
Headley
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Graffham ladies’ cricket
Coaching with Brett Creed continues on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm. No
equipment needed – just turn up. The Ladies are hoping to have a fixture
against Petworth in August – date to be determined. They have a definite
home fixture against West Wittering on Sunday 11 September. Details to
follow in the September issue.

Ultra-running arrives in Graffham!
The increasingly popular (incredibly!) sport of ultra-running was seen passing
through the sandy paths of Graffham Common on Saturday 2 July, when the
Serpent Trail ultra-races took place on the path that may be named after the
local wildlife or may be after the way that it winds through the greensand
hills and heathland of the Weald, passing such local landmarks such as the
Sheep Pig sculpture and Gallows Hill.
If you had been tempted to enter, you could have taken your pick from the
full 100 km race, starting near Haslemere, the 50 km race starting outside
Petworth (one of a prestigious series of four races, the Golden Trail National
Series UK), or a mere 10 or 20 km. You would have been in the company
of some 700 or so other people of questionable sanity.
Refreshment stops were paced at strategic points roughly 10 km apart, with
the Graffham stop being handily along from the home of Ginny Barrett, who
was on hand to fill the organisers’ water tanks.

The full 100 km route of the Serpent Trail race, passing through Graffham at point
9 on the map (left), and local participant Ollie Sanders (right).
August 2022

41

Graffham Parish News

Property watch
Homes for sale locally, posted at rightmove.com since our previous edition:

Mulberry Cottage, The Street, Graffham GU28 0QA:
Two bedroomed detached village house, bathroom,
sitting room, dining hall, study, kitchen/breakfast and
utility room, garage, workshop, studio, 0.2 acre garden.
123sq m/1,327sq ft. Guide price £695,000. RH & RW
Clutton, Petworth, 01798 678005. Added 12 July.
Sorrel Cottage, Lavington Common GU28 0QJ:
Detached home with four/five bedrooms, three
bathrooms, sitting/dining room, family room, study,
kitchen, utility, double garage with studio above, six
acres of land. 301sq m/3,243sq ft interior. OIR £1.8
million. Henry Adams, Midhurst, 01730 621143.
Added 14 July.
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Old Hall, Ambersham GU29 0BX: Three
bedroomed character detached cottage, hall,
kitchen/breakfast room, dining hall, sitting room,
bathroom, cloakroom, garage with studio/office,
0.2 acre garden. 166sq m/1,789sq ft, including
outbuildings. Guide price £1,050,000. JacksonStops, Midhurst, 01730 621139. Added 23 July.

Planning applications
A summary of latest applications for planning approval in Graffham and East
Lavington civil parishes filed with the South Downs National Park as this edition
went to press. For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning
Eastwood Farm, Graffham Road, East Lavington GU28 0QF: Demolition of
existing outbuildings and erection of new pool, gym and garden store.
SDNP/22/02855/HOUS Received: 16 June.

Crimestoppers and police appeals
Sussex Police’s log of incidents locally in recent weeks. If you have any
information which might help, please report it, quoting the serial number –
by phone on 101 or online at bit.ly/crimeupdate

Witnesses to fatal Easebourne A272 crash sought: Sussex Police are
appealing for witnesses after a man died following a collision on the A272
at Easebourne. The incident, at around 7pm on Thursday 7 July, involved a
Suzuki GSX motorcycle and a silver Toyota Rav4. Despite the best efforts of
paramedics, the motorcyclist – a 43-year-old man – died at the scene. Any
witnesses, or anyone who might have dashcam footage, is asked to contact
the police by email via collision.appeal@sussex.police.uk or by phoning 101
quoting Operation Anniston.
Midhurst, Elmleigh: On Tuesday 5 July evening a garage was burgled but
nothing stolen. Serial 0672 06/07.
West Lavington: Between Tuesday and Wednesday 5 and 6 July overnight, a
vehicle was broken into and tools stolen. Serial 0401 06/07.

To advertise in Graffham Parish News, contact
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
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Foodbank updates ‘most needed’ shopping list
Chichester District Foodbank, which also covers the Graffham, Midhurst and
Petworth district, has updated its list of ‘most needed’ contributions to help
feed the poor and hungry in our community, with its stocks of
a number of basic commodities completely run out.
Items urgently needed now include:
• Tinned fish
• Tinned fruit and veg • Toilet rolls
• Custard
• Jam/spreads
• Long-life milk

• Rice pudding
• Tinned meat

Please drop off any of these, or other, items you can spare at the collection
points at Graffham Village Shop, Petworth Co-op or Midhurst Sainsbury’s or
Tesco. How about buying and giving some of them when you next shop?
Only items that are in-date, unopened and, because of ‘Natasha’s Law’ (to
protect allergy sufferers), with a full ingredients list can be accepted.
If you’d prefer to donate money online, then please go to:
chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money
• Petworth Foodbank has been given a sparkling deep clean by two 17year-old students accompanied by two teachers from Seaford College, as
part of the school’s volunteering day. A delighted Ines Garcia, of the
foodbank, said: “The place not only looked much better but smelled
wonderfully fresh too.” Meantime, back at Seaford College volunteers were
making up more than 400 kids’ lunch packs for the holidays for children in
the Petworth and Midhurst area who normally receive school meals.

TAIZÉ PRAYER for peace
song, prayer and silence
Sunday 7 August, 6pm
St Giles Church, Graffham
All are welcome to this short ecumenical
service based around a pattern of
worship from the Taizé Community.
August 2022
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Petworth Area Churches Together: Festival service
PACT’s Summer Holiday Bible Club 2022 for any child from
Reception Class to Year 6 took place every morning in the
week from 25 July. The subject was Food Glorious Food
and the Herbert Shiner Community Hall in Petworth was full
to the brim with happy children. There was a great team
of helpers from across the PACT churches in both Petworth and surrounding
villages. Many young teenagers provided a huge amount of energy and
enthusiasm and previous young leaders are now fully fledged adult leaders.
On the final day there was a free lunch, games, bouncy slide, songs, puppet
show, crafts, a quiz, and Kids Club Race Day. More information from
petworthareachurchestogether.com/kidsclub
Gerald Gresham-Cooke, who writes PACT’s monthly column, has run his final
half-marathon – at the age of 80! He says he will be only doing shorter runs
from now on with his Fittleworth Flyers club.

Other denominations locally
Methodist: Midhurst. Minister: David Muskett Tel: 01730 233436. email:
superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk. Web: midhurstmethodist.com Worship:
Sundays 10.00am, and Café Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am
Roman Catholic: The Catholic Churches of Saints Anthony and George,
Duncton; The Divine Motherhood and St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst, and The
Sacred Heart, Petworth. email: petworth.abdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01798
342169. Web: www.petworthcatholic.org
Mass
Sun
Tue
Wed

8am
9.30am

Duncton
Midhurst

Thu

9.30am
12noon

Petworth
Midhurst Convent

11am

Petworth

Fri

6.30pm

Petworth

10.30am
9.30am

Petworth
Midhurst

Sat

9.30am
5.30pm

Midhurst
Petworth

Society of Friends (Quakers): St Anne's Community Centre, St Anne's Hill,
Midhurst, GU29 9NN. Web: sussexwestquakers.org.uk Meetings: 2nd and 4th
Sundays 10.30am.
United Reformed Church: Petworth. Minister: Revd Anne Lewitt Tel: 01798
872535. Web: petworthurc.co.uk Worship: Sundays 10.30am.
Graffham Parish News
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What’s on at our village church and chapel
All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services.
St Giles Church is at the south end of Graffham’s Street, near the Downs.
All Saints’ Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop.
Some St Giles services may be held in the churchyard if the weather’s fine.
Both St Giles Church and All Saints’ Chapel are open daily.
Bell ringing practice night is every Tuesday at 7.30pm.
To join Graffham’s bellringers or occasional choir, contact Revd Vivien on
01798 867199 or at hello@stgilesgraffham.org
See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook’s @stgilesgraffham for any changes.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
3

Wed

7

Sun

9
10

Tues
Wed

14

Sun

16
17
19
20

Tues
Wed
Fri
Sat

21

Sun

24
28
31

Wed
Sun
Wed

10.15-11.30am
10.30am
6pm
9.30am
10.15-11.30am
10.30am
6pm
9.30am
10.15-11.30am
5pm
2pm
9am
10.30am
10.15-11.30am
10.30am
10.15-11.30am

August

Teddy Time including siblings
Parish Eucharist at Lammastide
Taize Service for Peace
Morning Prayer
Teddy Time including siblings
Parish Eucharist Trinity 9
Evensong
Morning Prayer
Teddy Time including siblings
Wedding rehearsal
Wedding of Archie and Amber
BCP Matins
Parish Eucharist Trinity 10
Teddy Time including siblings
Parish Eucharist Trinity 11
Teddy Time including siblings

Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
Rec Pavilion

September
4

Sun

10.30am

6

Tues

9.30am

St Giles Patronal Festival with
refreshments
Morning Prayer & Pilgrims 10am

St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel

Please note there will be no Pilgrim Group or Bellringing Practice on Tuesdays in
August. We look forward to returning on 6 September.

We rely on the generosity of villagers and visitors to safeguard the future of
Graffham’s St Giles Church and All Saints Chapel and the ability of our
parish to deliver its mission to the community it serves – including this
magazine. Please support them through a donation – preferably a regular
one via our Parish Giving Scheme. For full details, see bit.ly/stggive1
August 2022
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Key dates and what’s on in and around the village
August
1

Mon

6

Sat

9
12

Tue
Fri

13

Sat

19
20

Fri
Sat

24

Wed

26
27

Fri
Sat

29

Mon

30

Tue

10am-5pm
9am-2pm
7pm
9-11am
10.30am
10.30am
11am
Afternoon
8pm
6.30pm
2pm
10.30am
12.30pm
9am-1pm
2pm
9-11am

Madhurst festival (till 28 August)
‘Come out and play’ games (till 4 Sept)
Midhurst Farmers Market
Funky Jazz Night (see page 6)
Great Feet chiropodist1
Beginners’ photography workshop3
Watercolour landscape painting workshop3
Yoga in the Park3 (also on 20 and 27 August)
Heyshott summer show
Drag Night with Betty Bang Sha (see page 6)
Outdoor cinema in the park3 (till 21 August)
Wedding of Archie and Amber
Draw and paint trees art workshop3
Lunch Club2
August Bank Holiday Racing (till 28 August)
Petworth Farmers Market
Summer bank holiday
Graffham Summer Fete (see page 5)
Great Feet chiropodist1

Midhurst
Petworth Park
Midhurst
Three Moles
Empire Hall
Petworth Park
Petworth Park
Petworth Park
Cobden Hall,

Hey’t

Three Moles
Petworth Park
St Giles
Petworth Park
Empire Hall
Goodwood
Petworth
Rec
Empire Hall

September
1
7

Thu
Wed

11

Sun

14

Wed

16

Fri

19

Mon

24
28

Sat
Wed

6.15pm
7.30pm
12.30pm

1
2
15
29

Sat
Sun
Sat
Sat

5pm
12noon
7.30pm
7.30pm

10.30am
7.30pm

WSCC schools term starts
Seaford College term starts
Graffham ladies cricket v West Wittering
home fixture
Coffee morning in aid of St Giles
Goodwood Revival (to18 Sep)
Empire Hall AGM
St Giles sponsored walk to Chichester (page 3)
East Lavington Parish Council meeting
Chinese Boxing play (see page 20)
Lunch Club2
October
Sing in the Harvest celebration (see page 7)
Harvest festival community lunch (see page 7)
The Big Smoke Family gig (see page 31)
Chaps Choir workshop & concert (See page 9)

Rec
Occam Cottage
Goodwood
Empire Hall
From St Giles
Seaford Coll
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
St Giles
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall

1

Great Feet Chiropodist: Available to Graffham Health Support Assoc members only.
Lunch Club: Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month
at 12.30pm for 12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8 a head.
Please book by calling Sarah on 01798 867567.
2
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3

Petworth Park and House events: Booking essential, via nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth or on
0344 249 1895.

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below)
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

Daytime-early evening
8.30am–12noon
9.15–10.30am
10.15-11.30am
Daytime-early evening
10.30-11.30am
2-4pm
9-10.15am
10.30-11.15am

Osteopath1
Post Office
Yoga2
Teddy Time toddler group3
Osteopath1
Ease Into Exercise4
Post Office
Yoga2
Pilates5

Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Pavilion
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall

Empire Hall: For booking and contact details, see Directory, inside back cover.
1
Osteopath: Bookings required. To make an appointment, for daytime or early evening,
contact Anna Shawcross on 01798 867523.
2
Yoga: Deborah Albone on 07790 367009.
3
Teddy Time: No charge. All welcome. Just come along.
4
Ease Into Exercise: Contact Abigail Martin on 07523 860167.
5
Pilates: Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297.
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A small advert like this
could win you lots of
business from across the
villages of Graffham and
East Lavington at
a very low cost

With 30+ years’ experience, we are the
leading fencing and groundwork
specialists in West Sussex and Surrey.
Quality workmanship assured,
whether you need to keep children or
horses in, wildlife out or just want
security for your home.

Contact

01428 685222
slf@straightlinefencing.co.uk

editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail
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Dismantling and felling
Crown thinning and reducing
Removal of deadwood Pruning
Hedge cutting
Stump grinding
Full public liability
Certified arborist
Free estimates and advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com
07763 844422
August 2022
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Ground Work, Driveways, Patios, Paving,
Drainage, Concreting, Tarmacing,
Water Pipe Repairs and Installation
and more

info@sussexlandworks.co.uk
01730 814751
07950 035997
www.sussexlandworks.co.uk
Graffham Parish News
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Directory
Petworth Surgery
01798 342248
Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre
01730 812121
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit
01483 782334
DEFIBRILLATOR
On wall outside Empire Hall
Code is C240Z
POLICE
In emergency
999
Non-emergency 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk 101
BURST WATER MAINS
Southern Water
0800 820 999
POWER CUTS
Scottish & Southern Electric
105 or 0800 0727 282
DOCTORS

All Saints Chapel Trust
Bees / Swarms
Wisboro’ Green B’keepers
Local beekeeper
Chichester District Council
District Councillor

Chairman Clive Rowntree

01798 867536

Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470
Murray West
evenings 01798 867048
01243 534734
Alan Sutton
asutton@chichester.gov.uk
01798 342452
Dog Warden
Office hours
01243 534734
Emergency
01243 785339
Citizens Advice Bureau
03448 487969
East Lavington Parish Council
Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk
Clerk
Amy Harte
07889 979820
eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
Empire Hall
empirehall.org.uk
empirehall@gmail.com
Bookings
Sally Blunt bookings.empirehall@gmail.com
Promotions
Liz Nicholson
liz.empirehall@gmail.com
Treasurer Carole Sargent
01798 344790
Secretary Carole Tompkins
01798 867773
Empire Lunch Club
Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Foresters Arms
forestersarms-pub.co.uk
01798 867386
Graffham Archives
Robin Brind
graffhamarchive.co.uk
01798 867619
Graffham Bellringers
Reverend Vivien
01798 867199
Graffham Bowls Club
Chairman
Sheila Allen
01798 342869
Secretary
Liz Pegram
01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club
Bill Barrett
01798 867113
Graffham Down Trust
Chairman
Jim Kirke
01798 867026
Graffham Empire Movies
John Bracey
01798 867760
Graffham Festival
Richard Davidson
01798 867232
Graffham Garden Group
Carole Kirke
01798 867026
Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Membership
Nicky West
01798 867048
Transport and prescription collection
Ann Rowney
ann.rowney@icloud.com
07391 802541
Loan of equipment
Gill Dover
01798 867597
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School Office
01798 867324
Simon Mackie
simon.mackie@graffham-pc.uk
Mike Simpson
clerk@graffham-pc.uk
Graffham Parish News
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
See also bottom of inside front cover
Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council
stgilesgraffham.org
Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner
01798 867199
hallo@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden
Ginny Barrett
01798 867113
Treasurer Yvonne Butterick
07808 781510
graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com
Graffham Rec Committee
Chairman
John Bracey
01798 867760
Treasurer Bernard Bayly
01798 867042
Bookings Sec Sonya Gillespie graffhamrecpavillion@gmail.com
graffhamplayground@gmx.co.uk
Graffham Tennis Club
Chairman Simon Longman
01798 867317
Membership Richard Gyles
01798 867484
Coaching
Emma Amin
01798 867063
Graffham Village Shop
Jeeva and Vasu
01798 867700
graffhamvillageshop.co.uk
Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman
Hugh Brown
01798 867561
Treasurer
Steve Dover
07770 499223
Secretary
Stuart Mathie
01798 867519
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund
c/o Graffham PC Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk
Lavington Park Federation
graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Graffham Infant School
01798 867324
Duncton Junior School
01798 342402
Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools
01798 867324
Long Bostle Downland Soc
Gillian Brandt
01798 867276
MP Arundel & South Downs
Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk
Midhurst Petworth Observer
Nikki Jeffery
01243 534163
National Trust (Lavington Common)
01730 816638
Neighbourhood Watch
Michael Crickmay
01798 867486
Oil Buying Syndicate
Derek Bradnum
derekbradnum@gmail.com
Petworth Food Bank
07501 921617
Seaford College
01798 867392
Three Moles
Ollie and Tom thethreemoles.com 01798 861303
Thursday Club
Secretary
Diane Bellis
01798 867444
West Sussex County Council
General enquiries
01243 777100
County Councillor
Tom Richardson
07463 785039
White Horse
whitehorsegraffham.com 01798 867331
Graffham Nursery
Graffham Parish Council

Chairman
Clerk

To advertise in Graffham Parish News, contact
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
August 2022

57

Graffham Parish News

