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Writing from the Rectory: Services for families
I was approached by some Graffham families in September, asking if we
could return to monthly Family Services at St Giles Church? With so many
competing activities for families at weekends, I know it’s a challenge today
for parents to encourage children into church, so this request was most
welcome – and one to which I wished to say “hurrah, yes please!”
We began offering Family Services again in October. It was wonderful to
see the church filled with children and families engaging in worship. Thank
you to everyone who came – and gave us the chance to sing some super
songs. Our God is indeed a Great Big God!
As I write, we’re looking forward to a
Halloween Service at dusk on 30
October too. If you are reading this
hot off the press and it’s still before
the date, do come. Dress up and
bring a torch!
Then on 20 November we welcome
baby Zara Smithers to be baptised in
our ancient font and look forward to
sharing in her family’s joy.

Letting the harvest go to her head:
Vivien with some of the seasonal fruit,
vegetables and flowers that adorned our
St Giles Church at harvest time.

All being well, Family Services will
continue to be offered on third
Sundays of the month at 10.30am, following BCP Matins or Holy
Communion at 9am. (Please note, though, that in December this will be
replaced by our 4pm Christmas Eve Crib Service). Each service will be
announced on the Graffham Families WhatsApp page, providing an
opportunity for families to flag up if they are planning to attend. Please let
4 Continued on next page
Priest in charge: Reverend Vivien Turner
01798 867199 hello@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden: Ginny Barrett 01798 867113
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me know if you are a Graffham family yourself and would like to be added
to this WhatsApp group. It’s a good way for families to support each other
in all sorts of ways here.

I feel proud of parents who have a sense that church should be a part of
family life and are willing to put it first. What a wonderful witness that is.
Proud too, of church members who welcome families into church with open
arms, recognising children as such important people to be there, enjoy the
service themselves and provide delicious refreshments for us all to enjoy
afterwards.
My hope is that every child coming into our church will know it as a happy
place, where they are valued, and where they belong. Where they
experience the friendship of Jesus for themselves, and learn his love is
always there for them, for all their life.
It was lovely too to have so many families with children join for our harvest
celebrations in St Giles and the lunch in the Empire Hall. I know they, like
me, would like to thank all those behind these events, from the musicians and
flower arrangers to the cooks and clearers up.
Next month, December, also of course brings another very special family
time – Christmas. We’ll have services for everyone at St Giles. Full details
next month – but, for ‘save the dates’, see page 47 of this edition.
You are most welcome to join in any of our church activities.

Reverend Vivien

TEDDY TIME IN THE PAVILION
TODDLER GROUP
Wednesdays 10.15-11.30am
Pavilion, Graffham Rec
No charge.
All welcome.
Just come along!
October 2022
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Graffham Parish News wins award as one of UK’s best
You are reading one of the best parish magazines in Britain – official!
Graffham Parish News has received a coveted Certificate of Excellence
from the Association of Church Editors, the national organisation for teams
producing magazines for parish communities of all denominations
throughout the country.
The awards were open to parish magazines from throughout the UK. Your
favourite village monthly was one of only 12 honoured.
The judges highlighted particularly
Graffham Parish News’ covers, which
they described as having “a tidy
uncluttered design that clearly tells you
what the magazine is about and
encourages you to look inside”.
The award was presented to editors
Michael Blunt, Bill Barrett and Philippa
Sanders by association Chairman Sally
Churchus in a ceremony at the landmark
Methodist Central Hall, in Westminster,
on Saturday 15 October.
Because of the big variety in styles of
parish magazines, the association’s
awards each year focus on a specific
type. This year’s were for magazines
printed in full colour in A5 size – like
this esteemed organ.
• Some of our usual regular features
are held over from this edition for
reasons of space. They will return…
• Next month’s edition of Graffham
Parish News is to be produced slightly
earlier than normal to feature all
Christmas and other December events in
the community. Deadline for all
submissions is 10 November.
November 2022
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Michael, Philippa and Bill (from
right) after being presented with the
award at Westminster’s landmark
Methodist Central Hall.
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St Giles is getting ready to give you rosy cheeks
Work was underway as this edition went to press
to fit St Giles’ new state-of-the-art, eco-friendly,
cost effective heating system. Installation should
be completed soon, so it is ready to keep visitors
to our village church cosy as the autumn and
winter chills arrive – after a fund-raising appeal
earlier this year irreverently called Rosy Cheeks.
It involves covering the pews with cushions with elements inside them that
heat up when they are turned on and you sit on them, a bit like heated seats
in a car, or an electric underblanket.
The current oil-powered central heating system, which is nearing the end of
its viability, is being retained as back-up and to provide supplementary
heating, if needed, while the pew heating beds in. Additional electric panels
can be installed in selected areas where necessary.
Churchwarden Ginny Barrett said: “Advice from the diocese and all other
experts is that the best approach going forward for rural churches like ours is
to provide heating for people rather than the entire building. We are also
being encouraged to be carbon neutral as soon as possible.”
After exhaustive studies, visits to other churches that had already fitted it and
live demonstrations at St Giles, the Parochial Church Council selected this
‘Pew Heating’ approach for our village church, as the most practical, costeffective and eco-friendly alternative available.
Although many churches across Britain have already adopted this cuttingedge system, St Giles will be the first in Chichester diocese to fit it.
The heated cushions will be covered in fabrics chosen to ‘create a calm and
reflective scheme that pulls the congregation together in prayer, celebration
and relaxation… carefully selected to enhance but not compete with existing
textiles and fixed finishes within the church’ – dark navy in the nave, fresh
green in the chancel and terracotta in the Lady Chapel.
The Rosy Cheeks appeal to pay for it hits its £12,000 target just a few
months after it was launched in May, helped by a £5,000 donation from an
anonymous villager and another £5,000 from the Beatrice Laing Trust.
Plans are being developed for a special event formally to inaugurate the
new system – watch this space!
Graffham Parish News
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Songs and community lunch celebrate harvest time
Graffham marked Harvest Festival across two days this year, with a
singalong concert in the evening of Saturday 1 October followed the next
day by a traditional service in St Giles Church and a communal lunch.
The events raised £700 – which has been donated to the local Foodbank, to
help feed the increasing numbers in special need at this time.
The Sing in the Harvest concert, in
St Giles, featured traditional harvest
songs and hymns under the musical
direction of David Garrard, along
with seasonal readings. Cider and
apple juice were served before and
afterwards. St Giles had been
beautifully decorated with flowers,
fruit, vegetables and other autumnal
natural bounty by a team led by
Bridget Lewis.

Harvest decorations at St Giles (above)
and some of the happy eaters enjoying
their Empire Hall lunch (below).

The next day, some 60 people
joined for the harvest lunch, served
in the Empire Hall, enjoying cottage
pies followed by crumbles cooked
and served by volunteer chefs from
across the community.
Lunch organiser Marie Bracey said:
“A big thank you to all who
contributed, cooking pies and
crumbles, laying out tables, working
in the kitchen, washing up, cleaning
table cloths and tea towels, stacking
chairs, putting away tables… It was
such a team effort. Special thanks
to Ann Brown, Bridget Lewis, Diane
Bellis and John Bracey for running
the kitchen. Everything was piping
hot and served on time!”
November 2022
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Services of remembrance at Graffham war memorial
Three services of Remembrance will be held in Graffham in
November – two at the War Memorial and one at St Giles
Church – as they have for more than a hundred years.
Although no formal road closure will apply, motorists will be asked, as usual,
to show their respect by not driving past the war memorial while the services
are taking place there, both from 10.55 am for about 20 minutes – on:
• Remembrance Day itself, Friday 11 November.
• Remembrance Sunday, 13 November.
Stewards will be on duty along The Street towards both Graffham Village
Shop and the junction to the White Horse to encourage motorists to divert
away from the war memorial during these times.
All members of the community are invited to join for either or both Acts of
Remembrance and the Requiem Eucharist at St Giles on Sunday 13
November, at 9.30 am, when, in line with local tradition, the names of the
fallen from our village will be read out.
On the Sunday, wreaths will be laid at the war memorial on behalf of the
village to remember those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice or suffered
injuries for their country.
A number of moves have been taken recently
by Graffham Parish Council to enhance the
village’s Memorial Garden, with fallen
branches of the large oak tidied up and the
installation, supported by a grant, of a new
bench, to mark our late Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.

Corners top podium at Graffham Down Trust quiz
The Corners, comprising Martin and Mary Taylor, Ant and Carole Tompkins
and Steve and Gill Dover, narrowly emerged winners in the 2022 Graffham
Down Quiz Night, at the Empire Hall on the evening of Friday 8 October,
after a tie-breaker.
Ten teams wracked their brains and burst their guts laughing to conundrums
set by quiz master Michael Blunt, editor of this very journal. The evening
raised around £500 for our local nature reserves.
Graffham Parish News
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Smile! Pause for a photo on the descent from Graffham Down towards East Dean.

Sponsored walk raises almost £4,000 for St Giles
St Giles’ annual sponsored walk looks set to raise almost £4,000 for the
church and everything it does for the community, after more than a dozen
hardy souls strode from its lychgate across the Downs to Chichester
Cathedral on Monday 3 October – delayed by two weeks to avoid clashing
with the late Queen’s state funeral. They left soon
after 8am and, after a breakfast break at East
Dean’s All Saints Church, a stop for lunch on the
Trundle and a brief halt at Lavant’s St Mary’s, they
arrived at the cathedral some seven hours later,
following a route researched by Phillip
Turner, with kind weather all along the
way. A generous parishioner pledged to
match every pound raised, up to £1,500
and so long as the walkers together
achieved at least £1,000 in sponsorship
between them – which they more than
achieved. Church treasurer Yvonne
Churchward said: “Thanks to all involved
for raising such an amazing amount to
help maintain our beautiful and historic St
We made it! Arrival at Chichester
Giles and all it does for the village.”
Cathedral in autumn sunshine.
November 2022
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Christmas Fair set for 3 December
Graffham’s Christmas Fair will take place as usual in the Empire Hall on the
first Saturday in December – 3 December from 11am to 2pm – with most of
the usual favourite attractions and some new ones.
It will be the perfect place to pick up some Christmas presents while catching
up with friends and neighbours over a glass of mulled wine and a delicious,
warm mince pie or sausage roll.
As ever, key attractions will
include the ever-popular auction
of treats and a raffle. Prizes up
for grabs already offered include
a flight over the village in a light
aircraft, tickets to the next fab
band to play at the Empire Hall
and bottles galore. If you would
like to offer an auction item –
Cracker: Last year’s Christmas Fair.
special treats are always well received – or contribute a prize for auction,
please email graffhamchristmasfair@gmail.com
Raffle tickets will come with December’s edition of Graffham Parish News,
which will be delivered earlier than usual to give you lots of time to enter!
Another regular favourite will be the home produce stall – and village cooks
are invited, as ever, to bake a cake or cook up preserves or pickles to offer
for sale there. Please contact Ann Brown at annhugh@icloud.com

Petworth’s IT help centre moves home
Petworth Vision’s IT Café, which provides free support to anyone wanting to
get the best from their smartphone, tablet or laptop, is now operating from a
new home. Launched a year ago with backing from Chichester District
Council and the Sussex Community Foundation, it helps iron out any snags
with your technology, including emails, online forms, sorting out data in
spreadsheets and much else besides.
It is now open on Wednesday mornings from 10am in the Sylvia Beaufoy
Centre. All are welcome and all help and support provided is free. It also
has laptops available for use, again free of charge. For any queries,
contact Lucy Quail at lucypetvis@gmail.com
Graffham Parish News
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Record ‘crumblethon’ for homeless and hungry
A record 35 fruit crumbles were baked by Graffham cooks in the village’s
annual ‘Crumblethon’. They were delivered on Tuesday 11 October by
organisers Jan Brind and Ann Brown to local charity Stonepillow, for heating
up and serving to the homeless.
Besides the bakes, this year’s Crumblethon appeal generated a mountain of
canned and dried food from the parents and children of the village’s
Lavington Park Federation schools, which is being donated to the district’s
Foodbank.
The crumbles were prepared by
village chefs with ages ranging
from 10 to their 90s.
Ann said: “The response to this
year’s appeal has been, frankly,
amazing. Both Stonepillow and
the Foodbank have asked us to
pass on their utmost thanks.
“Stonepillow particularly noted
that Graffham is the only village
that supplies it with home-cooked
puds – all the others donate shopbought items – and they are so
Crumbs! Jan (left) and Ann with just part of
grateful to be able to serve
the mountain of crumbles and tinned and
crumbles that have been cooked so
dried food donated by the community in
generously in home kitchens.”
this year’s Graffham Crumblethon appeal.

Local foodbank needs volunteers and key supplies
Petworth Foodbank is urgently seeking additional volunteers to help as the
cost of living crisis increases pressure on its services. It needs new members
of its delivery team, to drop off emergency food parcels to
people in Petworth and its surrounding villages. Anyone
who lives locally and has a vehicle would be warmly
welcomed. If you don’t have your own car but live near the
centre of Petworth, you could be teamed up with a driver to go out on
4 Continued on next page
November 2022
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4 Continued from previous page
deliveries. You must, however, be able to lift 15kgs. It is also seeking
volunteers for its ‘phone holder’ role on a rota basis – taking requests for
emergency food parcels and directing people to other services that can give
additional help. Training will be provided. All roles are for weekdays only.

For further details and to apply, go to bit.ly/chi-foodbank-volunteer
Our
•
•
•
•
•

local foodbank is also urgently appealing for supplies, particularly:
Long-life fruit juice.
• Meat paste.
Tinned green beans/carrots.
• Shower gel.
Treats, eg chocolate bars
• Deodorant.
Dried pulses eg lentils.
• Washing up sponges/cloths
Long-life sponge puddings.

Please drop off any of these, or other, items you can spare at the collection
points at Graffham Village Shop, Petworth Co-op or Midhurst Sainsbury’s or
Tesco. How about buying and giving some of them when you next shop?
Only items that are in-date, unopened and, because of ‘Natasha’s Law’ (to
protect allergy sufferers), with a full ingredients list can be accepted.

Diocese video crew visits for fund-raising tips
A crew from Chichester Diocese’s communications team visited St Giles on
17 October to film a video about how our parish’s recent successes in raising
funds for our church and everything it does in the community.
They focussed in particular on the roll out a
year ago of easyfundraising – which makes
donations for free whenever you shop or buy
virtually anything online. Since it was rolled
out at St Giles a year ago, £300 has been
collected this way – towards the parish’s
near £60,000 annual running costs. The video crew also looked at the
other steps taken recently to make it as simple as possible to donate to St
Giles – and help preserve Graffham with Woolavington as the only
standalone parish, with its own dedicated priest, in this part of the
diocese. Interviewees included the Revd Vivien (above) and other
members of the congregation.

The video will be used to help other parishes in the South of England in
their own fund-raising drives.
Graffham Parish News
November 2022
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GHSA to increase payments to volunteer drivers
Graffham Health Support Association (GHSA) is to increase payments to its
volunteer drivers, in response to rising costs of living, including fuel prices.
GHSA Treasurer Zoe Jones said: “We continually look to encourage new
drivers while retaining our existing
ones, so we hope that the additional
payment will work for both the GHSA
and yourself.”
lllaaggcalled
eesshh
Its volunteer
fhhaam viilare
oo
ffdrivers
p'pupon
s's to take fellow GHSA members to
GGrraaf
hospital and other medical appointments. If you would like to help your
SSrrii L
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fellow members
community
nkofanthettaa
kkeeaawwaa by becoming one of them, contact Ann
Rowney on 01798 867229 or at ann.rowney@icloud.com.
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What the Romans might have done for us in Graffham
An archaeological survey is to be carried out in Graffham to identify where
Roman villas might have been located in the village, after the discovery in
one of our streams of bucketfuls of fragments of tiles from 2,000 years ago,
writes editor Michael Blunt.
The study will be undertaken by the Petworth Archaeology Society, in liaison
with Chichester District Council’s Archaeology Officer James Kenny, with the
full support of land owners across the survey area. Graffham residents are
being invited to join the search team.
Petworth Archaeology Society Chairman Derek Bilston said: “Based on the
amount of Roman tile fragments found so far, there are just two possibilities.
Either someone filled a cart load of ancient tiles and just dumped them there
many, many centuries ago, which seems unlikely – or there was a sizeable
Roman settlement in what is today’s Graffham.
“It probably included several
villas – maybe half a dozen, not
palaces of the scale at nearby
Bignor or Fishbourne, but large
houses for the time – and
undoubtedly also a kiln and other
associated buildings. There has
never been a proper study
carried out in Graffham to
identify the scale of Roman
inhabitation here, largely
because of the riches of findings
at other sites nearby. So this is
the first chance to put that right.”

Fragments of Roman tiles found in a stream
running through Graffham.

The project was initiated after two amateur metal detectorists turned up at a
Petworth Archaeology Society open day at Coultershaw Wharf and Beam
Pump shortly after lockdown with buckets full of fragments of various types of
tiles that they had found in the stream that flows under Selham Road, close to
Graffham Village Shop, then runs across Graffham Common. Experts
quickly confirmed that their hoard was Roman.
Their hypothesis is supported by earlier finds in the village. More than half a
Graffham Parish News
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century ago, a Roman coin, dating from around 50AD and bearing the head
of Emperor Nero, was dug up in the garden of Pound Cottage, in The Street.
A history book of the village written in the early part of the last century,
Graffham Through A Thousand Years, also notes that tiles and bricks found
here, “point to there having been Roman dwellings by the brook.”
The next step now is to carry out a proper archaeological survey of the
stream’s course, using sieves to identify the make-up of the beds, taking
measurements and profiling the banks, photographing and recording
everything, while minimising any disturbance to the soil and whatever may
lie underneath. Based on what is found, geophysical surveys could then be
carried out of the area. The project is likely to last several years.
Derek Bilston added: “If there were serious signs of buildings, then we’d
immediately call in the professionals. Only if they were convinced that there
might be something of substantial interests to be uncovered would any
digging begin.”
• If you would like to get involved in the survey, contact Derek via
petwortharchaeologysociety.com/contact or on 07763596965.

November 2022
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Wedding bells: Marina and Freddie…
Marina Lanaghan, daughter of Brian and Nettie, of The Street, Graffham,
married Freddie Comber on 24 September.
With 180 on their invitation list, St Giles – where Brian is an organist – could
not fit them all in, and nor could reception venues nearby. So the wedding
was held in St Mary’s Church, Bentley, near Farnham, where Nettie’s
parents and grandparents had been regular members of the congregation,
and the reception took place at nearby Northbrook Park.
Nettie said: “We would have dearly loved to have had it here in Graffham,
but sadly we couldn’t make the logistics work. Arranging a wedding nearly
an hour away did have its interesting moments, but all went very well and
everyone had a happy day.”
Marina, a lawyer, was accompanied by seven bridesmaids as Brian walked
her down the aisle. Her new husband is an investment banker. The
newlyweds live in Balham, London.

Did you know…? You can raise funds to help safeguard the future of
Graffham’s St Giles Church virtually whenever you shop online – at zero
additional cost to you. More than 5,000 retailers participate, through
easyfundraising, the UK’s biggest charity fund-raising site.
See stgilesgraffham.org/shopping-online/

Graffham Parish News
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… and Ed and Lucy, both on 24 September
A blind date four years ago that led to a 4,300-mile courtship resulted in the
marriage of Ed Agnew to Lucy Lesley at St Giles Church on 24 September.
Back in 2018, Scots-born Ed was visiting London from Nairobi, where he
was working for a climate technology and clean energy company, when one
of his best friends match-made him with Lucy, whose family home is just
across the Downs from Graffham, at Strettington, close to Goodwood House.
They recalled: “It was a bit of a long shot, but a lot of initial travel and then
time together in Scotland during lockdown made the distance no barrier.”
Interior designer Lucy moved to the Kenyan capital to join Ed after that and
the rest, as they say, is history. He proposed a year ago – presenting her
with a plain silver band he had made for his mother when he was 14.
They chose St Giles for their big day
because she wanted to marry in a rural
church and the local connections to her
family home.
Ed explained: “The fact that Graffham is
at the foot of the South Downs, one of
Lucy's favourite places, made it really
appeal. It has been lovely to get to
know the Revd Vivien and the local
community in the run up to the wedding.
Graffham is a really wonderful parish,
and will now always be particularly
special to us.”
The bride, dressed in a long white gown which she designed and had made
in Putney, was walked up the aisle by her father, Robin, and attended by
three of her closest friends and younger sister Sophie, plus three young
bridesmaids and two pageboys, in a church packed with some 160 guests.
As the service concluded, the newlyweds walked out into autumn sunshine to
the sound of The Beatles’ Here Comes The Sun and St Giles’ bells, then
jumped into the old LandRover Defender that had delivered Lucy to the
church, and headed to their reception in a marquee at Haylands Farm. They
honeymooned for a few days in the South of France before settling down in
London – with regular visits promised to Graffham.
November 2022
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Autumn colours light up garden group’s final fling
The Graffham Garden
Group wound up its 2022
outings schedule with a trip
to Ramster, near
Northchapel. Almost a
dozen members joined for
the visit, welcomed by the
owner before venturing off
to view the beautiful autumn
colours of trees including
liquidambars, acers and
huge red oaks.

Talks tell all on Shetland bus, Royal sculptor and art
WWII’s Shetland bus: The Midhurst branch of the ‘University of the Third
Age’, or u3a, will hear about ‘The Shetland Bus’ – the story of the brave
Norwegian sailors in their fishing boats who kept links open between
occupied Norway and Britain during World War II, taking agents in with
supplies for the resistance and escaping refugees out – at its next talk, on
Tuesday 15 November at Midhurst Methodist Church Hall at 2 for 2.30pm.
The speaker is Gillian Halcrow.

Queen’s sculptor: Royal Sculptor to the late Queen Elizabeth II, Philp
Jackson CVO DL, will be guest speaker at the next Cobden Hall Talk in
Heyshott’s village hall, on Friday 11 November, at 7 for 7.30pm.

Art of Montmartre and Christmas music: Montmartre and Christmas
music will be the themes of the next two talks hosted by The Arts Society
West Sussex, both at Fittleworth Village Hall on Tuesdays at 2pm:
• 1 November’s event, delivered by Hilary Guise, will focus on Artists of
Montmartre, such as Edgar Degas, Toulouse-Lautrec and Auguste Rodin.
• 6 December will see celebrated musician and broadcaster Sandy Burnett
share a selection of much-loved festive music from The Nutcracker to JS Bach,
with mulled wine served after his talk.
For more detail, contact Jackie Buckler on 01903 411086 or email
westsussex@theartssociety.org
Graffham Parish News
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Saturday 28 January
Doors open 7.00pm
Dancing starts 7.30pm
DANCING TO
THE SUSSEX PISTOLS
PIPING IN THE HAGGIS
BURNS SUPPER
Cost £30 per person
Please bring your own drinks
Enquiries and to book please telephone
Harriet Rowntree on 01798 867536
Dance practices in the Empire Hall:
Sunday 8th and 15th and 22nd of January 2023
4-6pm, £2 per session
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Paul Dimmer 1942-2022
As reported in our October edition, Paul Dimmer, of Red Oak, The Street,
Graffham, passed away on 16 September. Here, his daughter Claudia
Towner pays tribute to him.
Paul Dimmer was born in Bournemouth in 1942 but grew up in Southsea
where his mother owned a seafront hotel. His earliest memories involved
sitting on the hotel cellar steps during bombing raids in World War II. His
mother also ran the Southsea School of Dancing, having trained at the Royal
Ballet, so it was inevitable that Paul began to dance at a young age.
When he was 11, he started training at the Bush Davies School of Theatre
Arts in Romford. He spent half the week at school in Portsmouth and the
other half at Bush Davies, taking the train on his own across London and
living in digs. At the age of 15, he was pleased to leave academic school
behind and went full time at Bush Davies, and
in 1959 he did his first professional pantomime
job, in Goldilocks and the Three Bears at the
Connaught Theatre in Worthing.

Paul in his Royal Ballet days.

Paul went on to join the Royal Ballet School
and enjoyed classes with British ballet's first
male virtuoso, Harold Turner. Almost
immediately Paul started doing small walk-on
parts with the Royal Ballet company, before
joining the Opera Ballet, where he worked
nearly every night – one night performing with
the opera and one night with the ballet.

Despite it not being allowed, he couldn’t resist singing with the chorus, and
this experience inspired his life-long love of opera. He particularly enjoyed
performing in Michael Tippett’s opera King Priam at the Edinburgh Festival.
Paul soon transferred to the Royal Ballet. Memorable experiences included
American tours – performing at the old Metropolitan Opera House in New
York and travelling by train across the USA, juggling swimming pool parties
and an intense performance schedule. He created Kenneth Macmillan’s
Romeo and Juliet in 1965, learning stage fighting at the Queen’s Club,
going on to ‘fight’ Rudolf Nureyev, who starred as Romeo, with Margot
Fonteyn as Juliet. Paul always claimed that Rudolf was frightened of him!
Graffham Parish News
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In 1969, Paul married Bridget (Biddy)
Goodricke who had moved from South
Africa to attend the Royal Ballet School
and subsequently joined the Royal Ballet.

A memorial service to celebrate
Paul’s life will be held at
St Giles Church on Saturday
12 November at 2pm, with tea
afterwards at the Empire Hall.
All welcome. No black ties.

After 11 years of dancing with the Royal
Ballet, Paul decided to start a second
career making and installing fitted kitchens, bathrooms and bedrooms. Their
daughter Claudia arrived in 1975 while they were living in New Malden,
and son Anthony followed in 1979.
A month later, in April 1979, Paul and Biddy moved to Graffham’s Red Oak.
In the 1980s Paul worked extensively fitting kitchens on the new Marchwood
estate in Summersdale, Chichester,
which allowed him to build up a
customer base of clients across the
area. Both Paul and Biddy were
very involved in the Graffham
community. Paul was a parish
councillor for many years and a
keen supporter of the Empire Hall,
often carrying out maintenance jobs.
Paul in Graffham Down Trust action.
He retired in 2003 after Biddy was
diagnosed with a brain tumour and dedicated the next 19 years to caring for
her alongside his volunteer work for the Long Bostle Downland Preservation
Society and the Graffham Down Trust. Paul was passionate about
maintaining habitat for downland butterflies and spent many happy hours
working on the Graffham Down Trust reserves. (His contribution is reflected
in one of Graffham Down Trust’s
reserves being named after him.)
Another life-long passion was
sailing, He kept a boat on
Chichester Harbour for many
years. His grandchildren, Hugh
and Helen, have fond memories of
sailing with grandpa, including the
excitement of running aground
and capsizing off West Wittering!

Sailing in the Solent with grandchildren.
November 2022
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Ashes of Ricardo family mother and daughter buried
The ashes of a mother and daughter from the great Graffham benefactor
family the Ricardos – Camilla and Joanna Bosanquet – were buried together
in St Giles’ churchyard on Monday 17 October, interred alongside Camilla’s
husband David, another of their daughters, Annabel, her parents, sisters,
grandparents and many other relations.
Camilla died, aged 100, on 14 June 2021. Just days before her relatives
from around the world originally planned to gather for the burial of her
ashes, her daughter Joanna passed away too, on 16 July this year, aged
74. About 15 descendants of the Ricardo dynasty plus partners gathered
back at St Giles for the double interment. Son/brother Robin said: “The sun
shone and Graffham was looking at its best. It was a day to remember.”
Camilla’s grandfather was the architect
Halsey Ricardo, who in the early 1880s
bought a plot of land in the woods off
Graffham’s Selham Road, where he
built the family home that is now called
after them, Ricardo’s. His son,
Camilla’s father, was Harry Ricardo
(Graffham Parish News, September
2022), who, with his wife Beatrice,
Camilla’s mother, to mark their golden
wedding anniversary in 1961,
presented a tennis court to the village –
from which today’s Graffham Tennis
Club grew.
Camilla was born in 1921 and, with
Camilla and Joanna at an event in
2015 marking the centenary of the
her two elder sisters, spent most of their
engineering business founded by the
childhood summers at their
former’s father Sir Harry.
grandparents’ Graffham home. She
went up to Newnham College, Cambridge, in 1939 and was two years later
married, back here at St Giles, to David. She left their son Robin with her
parents at Graffham during the latter part of World War II, while she
completed her medical training in London and Oxford, but she joined them
at weekends and for almost a year when hostilities ended. She, her sisters
and all their children – a dozen in total – spent a great deal of time together
Graffham Parish News
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at what is now Ricardo’s throughout most of the rest of her life. Her sister
Kate lived there until she died in 1999 and, with husband Colin Bertram,
played a key role in refurbishing St Giles’ bells in the 1980s.
Camilla became a prominent psychoanalyst, serving as chair of the Society
of Analytical Psychology and played a leading role in establishing the Guild
of Psychotherapists. She spent her final years in North London, with
increasing deafness and blindness – cared for by Joanna, who lived in
another flat in the same block.
Joanna, who was born in 1946, worked as a housing officer in London
before becoming a solicitor, specialising in family law.
A gifted musician, she played the flute in the London Medical Orchestra
before succumbing to leukaemia.

Keith Tupper 1950-2022
Very few villagers can claim allegiance to the local area in the way that
Keith Tupper could. Born in the Guillods flat immediately below the one
where he saw out his days, Graffham provided just about everything that he
needed throughout his life, writes joint editor Philippa Sanders. After
deteriorating health, he died at home on 19 September – the day of the
Queen’s funeral. His own funeral was held at St Giles on 18 October.
Born on 13 March 1950, Keith was the
eldest of the three children of Harry
and Eileen (née Challen) and as part of
the extended Challen and Tupper
families had numerous relatives living
close by. His sisters Glynis and Rossie
outlive him, as does Eileen.
The earliest and most significant
landmark in his life was at the age of
seven or eight, when health difficulties
attributed to a heart defect resulted in
a stay at Great Ormond Street
Children’s Hospital for a pioneering
operation which had only a 50/50
chance of success. He hated being in
the hospital and impressed all with the
November 2022
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Keith out beating, in his distinctive
‘Davy Crockett’ hat
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speed of his recovery. After Graffham School, he was one of the earliest
pupils at Herbert Shiner School in Petworth, leaving in his mid-teens to train
as a precision engineer with Paine Engineering (later to become Fraser
Nash) at Midhurst’s Wharf.
Work, though, played a secondary role to Keith’s main passion – sport,
something shared with the entire extended family. Tennis, stoolball and
football were his main activities and one of his proudest achievements was
receiving a medal for the most catches in a Lodsworth/Graffham family
mixed stoolball match.
He was tempted away from Graffham by his work colleagues to play for
Cocking and impressed all with his sporting contributions to the village’s
monthly newsletter. He did return to Graffham in due course and was
involved with the football club for many years, including a stint as chairman.
Keith met Yvonne, who was to become his wife, at a dance at Midhurst
Grammar School, where she was a pupil. She thought him a little cheeky,
but when an intermediary suggested a few days later that Keith would like to
take her out she agreed. Their first date was on 13 July 1968 – to
Graffham Village Fete, followed by seeing the film Thoroughly Modern
Millie in Bognor Regis.
They married at St Giles on St Patrick’s Day in 1973 and set up home in the
flat where he died. Yvonne was herself an only child but was fascinated,
and embraced, by the entire Tupper/Challen clan.
Keith turned his hand to gardening and general maintenance and worked for
both village pubs, continuing to cut their grass into his later years.
Most Fridays would see him fishing at New Pond in Midhurst or at Burton
Mill, where he once landed a pike. Another passion was beating – every
other Saturday during the season. Manchester United and Western movies
(John Wayne especially) were also great enthusiasms. There was nothing,
however, to which he was more dedicated than the Ford Capris upon which
he doted. He owned four from 1972 until his death, lavishing care on them
all, though a black one owned from 1986 to 2014 was his favourite.
Perhaps the most surprising talent that Keith possessed was writing poetry.
Everyone in the family would receive a poem inside their birthday card. One
is framed on the wall of the Heyshott’s Unicorn pub, and one, called TV
Cowboys, was published. He generously donated his royalties to Great
Ormond Street – without which he could not have led such a full life.
Graffham Parish News
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John Hall, former Seaford Deputy Head
Former Seaford College Deputy Headmaster John Hall
passed away on 11 August. He was on the school’s staff,
teaching biology and physical education, for 34 years,
from 1977 until his retirement in 2011 – when he joined its
Governing Board, serving for a further decade.
Headmaster John Green said: “John was a hugely respected and much
loved teacher. He made such a positive and inspirational difference to the
entire Seaford community, both as a member of staff and governor.
“He was simply a truly amazing individual – always willing to help others
with his calm, reassuring, proactive and supporting presence.”
He leaves a widow, Jenny, and their family.

College is the UK’s greenest independent school
Seaford College is the most eco-friendly private school in
Britain, after winning the Independent School of the Year
2022 title in The Green Award for Environmental
Achievement. Headmaster John Green said: "This is quite
a remarkable achievement. There is a lot of competition
for these awards and it is fantastic that our whole school
approach to environmental initiatives has been
recognised in this way.”
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Briefing from the Belfry
In an occasional series we hear from Graffham’s team of bellringers. This
month, George White remembers a ringer who overcame an unusual barrier
to become an exceptional talent.
The death was announced earlier this year of Rosalind Juliet Bucknall, who
would often ring at Graffham. Ros was a local girl who had lived at
Tillington and East Dean. Graffham’s tower was one of her favourite places
to ring. I remember her as a happy young teenager, full of fun, and always
laughing when something went wrong with the methods we were trying.
To commemorate Ros’s love for Graffham and her hobby, three members of
her family and three friends came on Sunday 4 September at 4.30pm to ring
a quarter peal of 1,260 changes. It was a beautiful afternoon and anyone
out enjoying the late summer sunshine at the north end of the village would
have heard around 45 minutes of uninterrupted change ringing. In change
ringing the order of the bells changes every single cycle. The bells always
begin in order, the highest first then descending towards the lowest – 1-2-3-45-6. The next order could then be changed to 2-1-4-3-6-5, then 2-4-1-6-3-5
and so on. No permutation is repeated in the course of the quarter peal.
The order in which the changes are made is called the method, which for this
commemoration was called Bob Minor. Quarter peals tend only to be rung
on special occasions, and a full peal of 5,040 changes (for those who are
interested, 5,040 is seven factorial!), taking around two and a half hours is
even rarer.
How many of us could muster the concentration to perform such a mental
and physical activity for two and a half hours without a break? Some ringers
relish the challenge as they have mastered the ability to make their bell
sound accurately every time, ensuring a half second gap between each
chime, as well as having an intimate knowledge of the method. Hearing
their own bell, ringing up in the tower above them, is most important of all.
And Ros? Ros mastered all of this despite being born profoundly deaf and
became a thoroughly proficient ringer. On 13 April 1991, aged just 19, she
rang a full peal of Plain Bob Minor here at St Giles, taking 2 hours and 43
minutes. It was such an extraordinary achievement that it attracted the
interest of the BBC who sent a team of cameramen to Graffham to record her
ringing at a subsequent event. What an inspiration to us all!
Graffham Parish News
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Letters to the editor: Thank you, thank you, thank you
The column YOU write

From John Hill, Graffham House, The Street: Graffham once again
proved generous when, within one meeting, the village’s Cardigan Club
raised more than £500 to help our village school community in these hard
times. Thank you to all who donated.

From Helen Martin, Headteacher, Graffham CE Infant School: A huge
thank you for the generosity of the Graffham Cardigan Club for their recent
large financial contribution to support Graffham CE Infant School through
their 'Help our Village School' campaign. They have kindly realised and
understood that finances for schools are at their most challenging, and
having additional funds to draw upon to ensure the best possible learning
experiences, resources and beautiful books, makes all the difference to the
children throughout our school. Thank you so much!

From Martin Heaton, Tagents Farm, Graffham: A belated note of thanks
to all those who kindly went out of their way to move the cars off The Street
to enable a combine harvester and four large articulated lorries to come and
go from Tagents Farm. Your co-operation is, as always, much appreciated.
We had one of the easiest harvests I have known since moving to Tagents.
Combining in one day, the crop very dry and so easy to load out, and
baling all being completed in dry weather! I am not saying, yet, that it was
the best harvest, as the dry summer resulted in small grains, but it is always a
relief to get everything tidied up before winter arrives. Thank you!

Host a roast to raise funds for our air ambulance
The fund-raising charity backing our local air ambulance
is inviting residents of Graffham – and the rest of
Sussex, along with Kent and Surrey – to support it by
‘hosting a roast’ this November. The Kent Surrey Sussex
Air Ambulance attends 40,000 incidents every year –
with donations accounting for 90 per cent of its £15.2
million annual running costs. To take part in the ‘host a
roast’ fund-raiser, invite family or friends for a roast
meal – and to donate. See aakss.org.uk/hostaroast
November 2022
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School report: Wanted and welcome
Could you be clerk to our schools’ governors? The Lavington
Park Federation – comprising Graffham CE Infant and Duncton CE Junior
Schools – is seeking a clerk to give admin support to its Board of Governors.
The role, which could be filled on an interim or permanent basis, provides
flexibility for someone looking to work a few hours each week or to work in
multiple schools to build expertise and work more hours. The
job description says it requires someone who is “organised,
flexible and reliable” and that a full package of training and
support is available. The successful applicant will be expected
to attend all nine Governing Board meetings a year, held on
Thursdays in term time, between 4 and 6pm. The closing date for
applications is the end of this month (November). For full details, including
how to apply, see bit.ly/lpfclerk or ask at the school office.

Visits from prospective new parents always welcome! If your
child starts school in September 2023, do come to visit our lovely infant
school here in the beautiful village of Graffham, before West Sussex County
Council’s starting school application deadline of 15 January 2023. Call our
Office Manager on 01798 867324 to arrange a date and time – and see
our website (details in box below) for details about what we offer.
Or if your child will be going into Year 3 in September 2023, do come to
visit the equally lovely Duncton CE Junior School, before the junior transfer
deadline, which is also 15 January 2023. Just call Duncton School’s Office
Manager on 01798 342402 to arrange a date and time
To find out more about our village school, including ‘virtual
tours’, see graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Please also take a look at and ‘like’ us at
facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton

Please support us: Graffham Parish News is delivered to every home in
Graffham and East Lavington each month – for free. If you like reading
the magazine, then please contribute towards its costs through a monthly
online donation to its publisher, our village parish – and help safeguard
the future of the village’s beautiful and historic St Giles Church. It only
takes a minute, at bit.ly/stggive1
Graffham Parish News
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Graffham Down Tracks: Lucas Thornley
A regular feature, in which we invite villagers to pick eight favourite tracks,
a book and luxury item, with a brief explanation – like in Radio 4’s
evergreen. This month, Lucas Thornley gets in the groove.

Lucas, who lives in Graffham’s
Street, is 25 years old and grew
up in the village. He has been
involved in various Graffham
institutions, most notably as the
first graduate trainee at the
Graffham Village Shop. He is
also the de facto quiz master at
Foresters Arms. Currently he’s
teaching History in Horsham.
1 Loco in Acapulco Four Tops Just a sensational song about going loco in
Acapulco. I hope to do this one day myself.
2 Heartless Kanye West Even though it is very hard to be a Kanye West
fan at the moment, this is one of my favourites.
3 Don’t Go Away Oasis It's sad Brit pop, so it's right up my street.
4 Dreaming of the Past Pusha T Due to the requirements of my current
employment contract, I am required to do this often.
5 4 Da Gang 42 Dugg Featuring Roddy Rich One of the first songs played
in the car on the way to work. It gets me excited and energised for the day.
6 Wait so Long Trampled by Turtles Went to this band on a whim last
summer. This is their best song. The rest of their music is not my style
(pretentious). But this song brings back fond memories.
7 It's all coming back to me Celine Dion The Canadian songstress again
proves herself as a vocal powerhouse on this track. I can't get enough of it!
8 Vaccine Migos A heartfelt song about thriving in difficult times and
achieving your goals.
Book: Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas by Hunter S. Thompson Recounting a
few days the author spent in Vegas. Laughs and chaos – really fun to read.
Luxury item: Crocs It will be difficult to choose out of my five pairs – but I
need to have something on my feet!
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Diary of a New Farm: Pressure’s on this month!
Katie Forman and Brett Sacks continue their new occasional diary as they
establish Slow Grown Farm, at Hoyle, on Graffham’s border with Heyshott.
The pressure’s on this month – by the time you are reading this our first
routine TB test will be complete, and hopefully with an all-clear result!
We are very fortunate in this part of the country to be in a low-TB zone, and
we made sure when we bought in cows that they too came from low-TB
areas. We only need to be tested every four years – against every six
months in high-risk areas! – but as we are new livestock keepers, our first test
is a year since we brought our first cows on to the farm.
For the vet to carry out the test on the cows safely, we’ll use a livestock
handling facility comprising metal cattle panels to make a pen and a ‘race’
leading up to the crush in which the cow will be safely restrained. Thanks to
a grant from the South Downs National Park, we were able to invest in a
great crush that allows us gently to squeeze the animal. Research shows
when an animal is contained in this way it actually makes the process less
stressful for them. Minimising stress for our cows is so important to us as it
helps keep them as healthy and happy as possible.
For the past month or so, we’ve been training our cows to use the handling
facility. Apart for one previously poorly cow, our herd has never needed to
use it. We want the cows to be as comfortable as possible with the
equipment. Cows are creatures of habit and new things can be scary!
During training, our aim has been to make sure that, every time the cows are
exposed to the equipment, it’s a calm, positive experience. There’s nothing
more the cows love than lucerne pellets, so we feed these at every session.
We made sure to ‘up the ante’ incrementally. First session, we just had some
panels up in the field, not penning them in, just standing there. The cows
could then sniff them and get used to the clanging nose they make if
someone bumped against them. Soon, some were using them as a
convenient scratching post – a great sign they’re comfortable!
Over many more sessions, we slowly added more to the set up until we had
the final requirement of pen, race and crush. Now, our Shorthorns don’t bat
an eyelid and trot through calmly to get to the pellets on the other side! But
Graffham Parish News
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A quick sniff and lick to check it’s OK (left) before trying it out by squeezing
through the crush – well before the vet’s arrival for the cows’ first TB test.
the Red Polls have been much more reserved, and it’s taken a lot of
patience trying to slowly lure them through with pellets.
As I write, we’ve had a breakthrough and all our girls have been through
now! If they’ve been through once, it’s a lot easier for them after that.
Of course, come the day the vet arrives, it may not be so apparent we’ve
been doing all this
training. But even if
the cows are very
nervous on the day,
it would be much
worse if we hadn’t
been working on desensitising them like
this.
And we’ve got our
homeopathic remedy
to help with the fear
just in case!
November 2022
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Nature Notes: A Nightingale for November
A monthly column by Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Head of Community Action for
Wildlife Michael Blencowe.
My bottom desk drawer is a graveyard, the final resting place for the
obsolete – broken calculator, foreign coins, buttons and a Maxell C90
cassette given to me a few years ago by a lady I met when leading a bat
evening on the other side of the county in Lewes. I‘d no means of playing it
till a few weeks ago when I found my clunky cassette deck hiding in the loft.
An accompanying note said the tape contained “the song of a nightingale in
the churchyard of St John sub Castro, Lewes, spring 1985”. It was recorded
by a lady called Barbara from an upstairs window in the nextdoor terraced
street. After some dusting, re-wiring, buzzing and hissing, the sweet sound
that swirled from my speakers transported me back four decades to when
Reagan negotiated with Thatcher, Paul Hardcastle’s Na-na-na-na-nineteen
topped the charts and a nightingale sang in the centre of a Sussex town.
To be frank, nightingales aren’t much to look at – small brown birds, a robin
without the redbreast. But when they open their beak, there’s a Susan Boyle-
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like transformation. These drab birds become the world’s most celebrated
vocalists. For centuries poets have praised their performance – Homer,
Shakespeare, Coleridge, Wordsworth, Clare, Keats, Dylan and Cohen.
Shelley claimed: “A poet is a nightingale who sits in darkness, and sings to
cheer its own solitude with sweet sounds.” Trust young Percy Bysshe to
believe the bird was wallowing in its own self-pity. The nightingale’s song is
actually both an aggressive war-cry and a sweet, structured sonnet – a hymn
to the silence in the hope of enticing a passing female.
The nightingale’s optimistic warbles have inspired everyone from Vera Lynn
to Roxy Music. A BBC recording of a bird singing in Oxted in 1942
inadvertently captured the roar of Lancasters, Wellingtons, Stirlings and
Halifaxes passing overhead
laden with bombs destined
for Germany. The contrast
between innocence and
beauty, terror and
destruction make it the most
powerful music I’ve heard.
Nightingales will sing by
day but are most famous for
never letting up when the
sun sets. Their beautiful
phrasing carrying loud and
clear over the muffled
grunts and hoots of other
nocturnal animals.

A nightingale sings. © Derek Middleton.

Once the nightingale has hooked a partner, his nocturnal performance stops.
Right now, no matter how loud they sing, we’re not going to hear them. Our
nightingales are spending the winter south of the Sahara in a wide belt
between Senegal and Kenya. They will return in late April.
Due to habitat destruction, the UK population of this amazing bird –so
entwined in our cultural heritage – is in a steep decline. The sound of a
nightingale singing in the centre of a Sussex town may have been relegated
to the bottom drawer of history, but we are blessed to still have this bird in
the surrounding woodlands of this parish. We must never let their song of
hope be silenced forever.
November 2022
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Graffham Parish News’ nifty November quiz
Ten quick fire questions from Bill Barrett to test your local, topical and wider
general knowledge. Answers below (no cheating now!)
1 Clergyman Henry Francis Lyte, who died in November 1847 aged 54,
wrote which well-known hymn, based on Psalm 103?
2 The Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901) occurred where?
3 Petworth holds an annual fair on or about 20 November commemorating
which saint?
4 Which Argentinian-Israeli pianist and conductor celebrates his 80th
birthday on November 15th?
5 The European Union came into existence as a
result of which treaty, signed on 1 November 1993?
6 Where will you find your hyoid bone?
7 The third-from-last note of each verse of the de facto Scottish national
anthem Flower of Scotland is a flattened seventh, meaning the song cannot
be played on a standard set of what?
8 Blanchflower, Bhattacharyya, Gray... Which
name is missing from the Trinity College,
Cambridge, team which won University Challenge
in 1995?
9 ‘John Johnson’ had which role in the Gunpowder Plot?
10 Which 1970s sitcom featured the unseen character, and doyenne of
Surbiton’s Music Society, Miss Dolly Mountshaft?
Answers: 1 Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven. 2 China. 3 St Edmund.
4 Daniel Barenboim. 5 Maastricht. 6 Front of your neck, above the Adam’s
Apple. 7 Bagpipes. 8 (Kwasi) Kwarteng. 9 It was the name Guy Fawkes gave
after his arrest. 10 The Good Life.

Did you know…? You can recycle the tops from your plastic milk bottles
and used printer cartridges – and raise funds for charities at the same time?
Just drop them (as clean as you can make them!) into the appropriate boxes at
St Giles Church.
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Bill’s bygones: Duncton Straight, Chi McDonald’s, 3 at 8
A regular feature in which joint editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was
happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past.

10 years ago – November 2012: County Councillor Brown speaks to
Graffham Parish Council on developments aimed at improving road safety
on the ‘Duncton Straight’. Graffham Empire Movies screens Salmon Fishing
in the Yemen. The Right Reverend Martin Werner is enthroned as 103rd
Bishop of Chichester. Barack Obama is re-elected US President, defeating
Mitt Romney. UK Number Ones this month include Candy (by Robbie
Williams), Shine Ya Light (Rita Ora) and Little Things (One Direction).
Deaths of actors Clive Dunn (aged 92) and Larry Hagman (81).

25 years ago – November 1997: The village poppy appeal, organised
by Jim Bridger, raises £516.44 (up by £10.77 on 1996). St Giles’ Christmas
sale (on the 29th), co-ordinated by Brigadier Allan Findlay, nets £2,686.22.
Graffham Rustics perform Keeping Down with the
Joneses. McDonald’s drive-thru opens at Chichester.
Golden Wedding of the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh. In following Mary Robinson as President of
Ireland, Mary McAleese becomes the first woman in the world to succeed
another as an elected Head of State. UK Number Ones include Lonely
(Peter André), Tell Him (Barbra Streisand and Céline Dion) and Open Road
(Gary Barlow). Death of singer-songwriter Michael Hutchence (37).

50 years ago – November 1972: Graffham Rustics perform a series of
three one-act plays (3 at 8) to enable more actors to participate. However,
it is slated by the Midhurst and Petworth Observer’s critic. Graffham Parish
Council writes to West Sussex Deer Control Committee requesting a cull after
a complaint from Graffham and Selham Women’s Institute. Nearly 2,000
attend Heyshott Bonfire Night, where more than £100 is
spent on fireworks. Richard Nixon is re-elected US
President, defeating Democrat George McGovern. The
last guillotine executions are carried out in Paris. Royal
Navy ships are stationed off Iceland to protect British
trawlers during the Cod War. The arcade version of Pong, the first
commercially successful video game, is released by Atari. UK Number Ones
include Clair (Gilbert O’Sullivan) and My Ding-a-Ling (Chuck Berry).
November 2022
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Graffham Chronicles: WWII evacuee’s memories of village
With the number of refugees from Ukraine hosted in Graffham reaching
almost a score this year, editor Michael Blunt meets the man believed to be
the last survivor of the 120 plus evacuees housed in the village during the
Second World War.
Ron Probert was ten when he left home in Clapham with his mother Maude
and younger brother Derek to take a train to rural Sussex on Sunday 3
September 1939 – the day war was declared between Britain and
Germany. It would be “the three most memorable years of my life”, spent in
Graffham, before he returned.
With their gas masks and a few belongings, they were among the first
evacuees from London, escaping before the Luftwaffe could do its worst.
Their father remained in London, building Bailey
bridges, at a carpenters’ firm in Wandsworth, as he
was exempt from military service on medical grounds.
When Mum and the two boys alighted at Pulborough,
a fleet of buses awaited, to ferry them and their fellow
passengers to be dispersed among nearby villages.
None of them knew where they might end up.

Ron, in his boy scout’s
uniform, and Derek

The Proberts were taken to Lodsworth, where local
residents assembled in the village hall to offer homes
to the incomers. A farmer from Selham agreed to
take in the family, but very soon it became clear that
this arrangement would not work out.

Ron, now just shy of his 94th birthday, remembered:
“We were sitting on the steps up to the Three Moles pub, waiting for a train
to return us to London, with my mother in tears. A man passing on his
bicycle stopped and asked what was wrong. When he heard the story, he
told us to stay where we were and cycled off. He returned soon afterwards,
clearly having consulted his wife, and told us to follow him home.”
The man on the bike was gamekeeper Ernest King who lived with his wife
Hilda Daisy and their son Ronny, at one of the two semi-detached Barnetts
Cottages, which were recently demolished to make way for a new-build
house, in Barnetts Lea Woods. And there the Proberts stayed until the end of
the war – or, in Ron’s case, until he turned 14 in 1942 and started full-time
Graffham Parish News
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From left: Hosts Hilda and her husband gamekeeper Ernest King and evacuee
Mum Maude Probert in the wheelbarrow with Ronny King and Derek Probert.
work, as teenagers did in those days, as a joinery apprentice alongside his
Dad, back in London.
The two families remained the closest of friends throughout their lives, with
Ron a regular visitor back to Graffham, less frequent as age advanced.
He recalled: “The Kings were so kind to us and to the other evacuees they
took into their home. They had next to nothing, but were so incredibly
generous.” They were later to adopt another evacuee – Valerie Hales, who
was put on an evacuation train from London by her mother, never to see or
have contact with her again. It is believed her mother was killed in an air
raid soon afterwards. Ron enrolled at Graffham School. When the
headmistress Miss Averil Beevor
discovered he had a brother,
Derek was immediately enrolled
too, even though he was only three
at the time. “We walked the five
miles to school and back from
Barnetts Cottage every day, in all
weathers – until we could cycle.
All pupils went to church three
times a week – if you didn’t then
Barnetts Cottages, pictured a decade or
you got extra arithmetic to do!”
so after Ron was an evacuee there.
November 2022
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He attended classes there until he was 14 and returned to London – but also,
meantime, received a wider education at home with the Kings. “I lived the
life of Tom Sawyer there. My playground was the Barnetts Lea and Fitzlea
Woods. I knew every footpath like the back of my hand.” He maintained
an allotment there and, along with many other pupils, also in the schoolyard,
growing shallots, beetroot, you name it.
He continued: “We were self-sufficient in fruit and veg with game from the
woods to supplement our meat ration. I had been with the Kings only a short
time before I was given a gun and sent out to shoot rabbits for the pot.
We’d also go out ferreting, with a net.
We caught 32 rabbits from just one
warren one day. I took them, strung
on a pole, to sell to the butcher in
Midhurst, walking all the way there
along the railway line – it was safe
then as there were only steam trains.
But he wouldn’t take them. We
eventually sold them at a knock-down
price, even though there was
rationing and nobody had much food.
“I started each day with Mrs King,
feeding pigs at Fitzlea Farm before
Derek, Ronny and Ron, holding a
going home for breakfast. When I
rabbit most likely destined for the pot.
wasn’t at school, I’d work at local
farms – first at Selham’s Hurlands, looking after poultry, and then at
Norwood, as a gardener and groom, and fruit picking wherever needed.
“At first we all slept in a brick shed in the garden, as an air raid shelter.
Although we were in the country, German aircraft sometimes dumped bombs
on Graffham Common, in error or to lighten their load or whatever. When
we were allowed to sleep back in the house, five of us shared the front
bedroom. The toilet was outside, with the Daily Mirror for lavatory paper,
and the waste used as fertiliser. The only bath we’d have was outside too, in
a trough filled with rainwater, once a week at most. All our drinking,
cooking and washing water came from a spring in the woods and cooking
was done on a range burning wood we cut by hand. There was no
electricity or mains drainage. The only lighting was from oil lamps.”
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He has strong memories of Graffham wildlife – the swallows at Calloways,
sand martins building nests in the sand pit by Graffham Common Road,
newts in the ponds on Graffham Down, where he and his friends would roam
during school lunch breaks, water voles in the streams across Barnetts Lea
Woods, wild redcurrant bushes… He remembers too racehorses from
Lavington Stud being taken through the village, Italian prisoners of war
working the land in the fields alongside Popple Hill, Mrs King teaching him
whist and taking him to whist drives at the Empire Hall.
His kind war-time host Ernest King was killed in 1950 in a cycling accident on
Popple Hill – on a pitch dark night he rode into a pedestrian who was
walking back from the pub, fell off his saddle, hit his head on the hard road
and died. Hilda remained in the area until she passed away in the 1990s.
When Ron married in 1954, he and his bride spent part of their honeymoon
at Fitzlea, where Hilda was living at the time.
Brother Derek and ‘Graffham brother’ Ronny have passed away too now,
along with all the other evacuees Ron kept in touch with for so long. After
completing his apprenticeship, Ron joined London Fire Brigade, where one of
his colleagues was Derek StewartSmith, of Graffham’s Jaysfield. The
two met up again on Ron’s recent
visit to the village. Ron retired in
the 1990s to Bersted, near
Chichester, and now lives at
Middleton-on-Sea.
Sipping a coffee outside Graffham
Village Shop this summer, he said:
“Graffham has changed in some
physical ways – there are more
houses now and fences across
paths where we used to roam
freely – but in other ways it’s the
same. It was a kind and generous
village to my generation of
evacuees – just as it is kind and
generous to today’s refugees from
Ukraine. Such a special place...”
November 2022

Ron shows off his evacuee-time photos
outside Graffham Village Shop.
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Reports from the rec

Autumn sees an end to some of Graffham’s sports but there has been plenty
of activity on the Rec and elsewhere.

Our Rec has looked more beautiful than ever this year. Throughout the
seasons, we have benefitted from the stunning flower beds at the front of the
Pavilion with its changing display of flowers (see above) – thanks to
Graffham Garden Group Chairman Carole Kirke.
On the opposite side of the field, the Recreation Ground Committee has
installed two shipping containers to store the grass cutting equipment and
also the cornucopia that was previously stockpiled in the pavilion’s changing
rooms and attic, freeing up much needed space inside.

Thanks also to Richard Gyles for his unflagging efforts at the wheel of the
mower throughout the summer season.
Picture © Denise Clay.

Graffham Bowls Club

By Secretary Liz Pegram

With all matches played,
Graffham Bowls Club had a
candlelit evening to round off
the season. The weather was
good and everyone, including
non-playing partners, joined in
and had a go. Thanks to The
Foresters for providing the very
enjoyable fish and chip supper.
The green has now been "put
to bed" for the winter and will
re-open in April.
Graffham Parish News
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Badminton Club
Badminton is again being
played in the Empire Hall – on
alternate Wednesdays at 7pm.
For more details, contact Louisa
Thomas on 07795 353038 –
or just turn up and join in!

Left: Jeeva and Christina
Federowicz in badminton action.

Graffham Tennis Club
Trophy and social evening on 19 November: Graffham Tennis
Club is holding a social evening for all club members and their guests on
Saturday 19 November from 6 to 8pm at the Pavilion, to celebrate a superb
summer of tennis with the weather really playing its part – and to present
awards to this year’s trophy winners.
It will be a chance for members to celebrate a busy year across the whole
club - coaching for the young, league matches, ‘rusty racquets’ training,
seniors’ Monday mornings and another successful July tennis week. Besides
a glass of wine and nibbles on the house, the bar will be well stocked.
East Hants League home fixtures: November
Do come
6
Sun
12 Sat
27 Sun

and spend an autumn morning or afternoon supporting your teams!
10am
Mixed Doubles
Div 2
v Fernhurst A
10am
Ladies Doubles
Div 2
v Steep B
Mixed Doubles
Div 3
v Haslemere B
2pm

The beautiful game
As all football fans know, the World Cup kicks off
in Qatar on 20 November. Several competing
countries are represented by residents in Graffham - England and Wales, of
course, along with Argentina, Belgium,France, Portugal, Spain, the USA and
surely folk from other nations are hiding out somewhere too?! Village pubs
will be showing matches on their big screens. The Three Moles promises to
show any match requested by customers – and to ensure that there is always
a ‘football-free’ zone for those who prefer to avoid it all!
November 2022
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Planning applications
A summary of latest applications for planning approval in Graffham and East
Lavington civil parishes filed with the South Downs National Park as this edition
went to press. For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning

Woodcote Farm Cottage, Woodcote, Graffham GU28 0NX: Replacement
dwelling and garage with associated landscaping. SDNP/22/04296/FUL.
Received: 13 Sep.
Seaford College, East Lavington GU28 0NB: Eight new tennis courts and
replacement of existing tennis courts with all-weather hockey pitch with
creation of overflow car parking and associated works.
SDNP/22/04467/FUL. Received: 23 Sep.
Barnetts Farm, Fitzlea Wood Road, East Lavington GU28 0QN: Restoration
of existing dwelling to include replacement windows, two new/reinstated
window openings on front and rear elevations and the reinstatement of
original lean-to. SDNP/22/04552/HOUS and SDNP/22/04553/LIS.
Received: 30 Sep.
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Property watch
Homes for sale locally, posted at rightmove.com since our previous edition:
Cherry Cottage, Burton Park, Duncton GU28 0LH: Threebedroomed house, two bathrooms, sitting room, dining
room, kitchen/breakfast room, utility, double garage,
garden, use of formal gardens, parkland and tennis courts.
195sq m/ 2,098sq ft. Guide £1.6 million. House
Partnership, Cranleigh, 01483 967667. Added 13 Oct.
Glebe Cottage, Selham GU28 0PW: Four-bedroomed
semi-detached house, living room, kitchen/diner, bootroom,
cloakroom, bathroom, double garage with utility, garden,
orchard. 149sq m/1,601sq ft interior. Guide £895,000,
Jackson-Stops, Midhurst. 01730 774837. Added 18 Oct.

Crimestoppers and police appeals
Sussex Police’s log of incidents locally in recent weeks. If you have any
information which might help, please report it, quoting the serial number –
by phone on 101 or online at bit.ly/crimeupdate
Graffham: On Wednesday 5 October afternoon, a catalytic converter was
stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0408 06/10.
Northchapel, Pipers Lane: Overnight between Wednesday 5 and Thursday
6 October, a catalytic converter was stolen from a vehicle. 1053 06/10.
Halnaker, A285: Overnight between Wednesday 5 and Thursday 6
October, a business premises was burgled and cash stolen. 0604 06/10.
Easebourne, Easebourne Street: Overnight between Sunday 25 and
Monday 26 September, a business premises was burgled and cash stolen.
0463 26/09.
Petworth, Low Heath: On Friday 23 September evening, a vehicle was
broken into and tools stolen. 0677 24/09.
Midhurst, The Fairway: On Thursday 22 September, both number plates
were stolen from a vehicle. 0282 23/09.
Midhurst, The Fairway: Between Wednesday 21 and Thursday 22
September, a catalytic converter was stolen from a vehicle. 1404 22/09.
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Northchapel, Luffs Mead: Overnight between Wednesday 21 and Thursday
22 September, an attempt was made to burgle a garage, causing damage to
the property. 0403 22/09.
Midhurst, Ashfield Road: On Wednesday 21 September evening, a catalytic
converter was stolen from a vehicle. 1642 21/09.

There’s an awful lot of fungi in them woods
It’s been a bumper autumn for fungi in the woodland around Graffham and
East Lavington, if the pictures at Facebook’s Beautiful Sights In and Around
Graffham are anything to go by. Thanks to © Claire Sadler for showing off
her photos there.

Inviting Entries
Valuation Days
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:30am – 4:30pm
Our specialists are available for
free valuations, please see our
website for more information.
Bid online for free with
Bellmans Live.

A diamond brooch, circa 1900. Sold for £4,200 (plus BP).*

bellmans.co.uk

SUSSEX
Newpound, Wisborough Green, West Sussex, RH14 0AZ
01403 700858 sussex@bellmans.co.uk

*Results subject to buyers premium @ 22% + VAT.
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PACT is looking for a new chairman
Petworth Area Churches Together (PACT) is looking for a new
chairman to succeed Bob Sneller, who is stepping down at the
end of December after three years – one year longer than the
usual period in office. PACT represents 24 local churches but
only seven parishes in and around Petworth, all "working together in
harmony", to use its strapline.
It stages seven major events in the year – Church Unity Week and Service,
Palm Sunday Procession (with donkeys!), lectures in the spring and autumn,
a Kids’ Club each August, and a special service to launch Petworth Festival.
All these events have strong sub-committees who do the administration.
PACT itself holds just six meetings a year, each lasting little more than an
hour, with a supportive secretary in place to handle minutes and agendas.
Anyone who attends any church of any denomination in the area is invited to
apply. For more details, contact Gerald Gresham-Cooke on 01798 342151.

Other denominations locally
Methodist: Midhurst. Minister: David Muskett Tel: 01730 233436. email:
superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk. Web: midhurstmethodist.com Worship:
Sundays 10.00am, and Café Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am
Roman Catholic: The Catholic Churches of Saints Anthony and George,
Duncton; The Divine Motherhood and St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst, and The
Sacred Heart, Petworth. email: petworth.abdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01798
342169. Web: www.petworthcatholic.org
Mass
Sun
Tue
Wed

8am
9.30am
11am
10.30am
9.30am

Duncton
Midhurst
Petworth
Petworth
Midhurst

Thu
Fri
Sat

9.30am
12noon
6.30pm
9.30am
5.30pm

Petworth
Midhurst Convent
Petworth
Midhurst
Petworth

Society of Friends (Quakers): St Anne's Community Centre, St Anne's Hill,
Midhurst, GU29 9NN. Web: sussexwestquakers.org.uk Meetings: 2nd and 4th
Sundays 10.30am.
United Reformed Church: Petworth. Minister: Revd Anne Lewitt Tel: 01798
872535. Web: petworthurc.co.uk Worship: Sundays 10.30am.
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What’s on at our village church and chapel
All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services.
St Giles Church is at the south end of Graffham’s Street, near the Downs.
All Saints’ Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop.
Both St Giles Church and All Saints’ Chapel are open daily.
Bell ringing practice night is every Tuesday at 7.30pm.
To join Graffham’s bellringers or occasional choir, contact Revd Vivien on
01798 867199 or at hello@stgilesgraffham.org
See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook’s @stgilesgraffham for any changes.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

November
1 Tues
2 Weds 10.15-11.30am
6
Sun
10.30am
8 Tues
9.30am
9 Wed
10.30am
11
Fri
10.55am
12 Sat
2pm
9.30am
13 Sun
10.55am
4pm
15 Tues
9.30am
16 Weds 10.15-11.30am
9am
20 Sun
10.30am
22
23
27
29
30

No Morning Prayer or Pilgrims
Teddy Time
Dedication Festival Eucharist
Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am
Teddy Time
Remembrance Day prayers
Memorial Service Paul Dimmer
Requiem Eucharist: Note earlier time
Service of Remembrance
Evensong: Note earlier time
Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am
Teddy Time
BCP Holy Communion
Family Service with baptism
of Zara Smithers
Tues
9.30am
Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am
Weds 10.15-11.30am Teddy Time
10.30am
Advent Sunday Parish Eucharist
Sun
5pm
Advent Service with Seaford Choir
Tues
No Morning Prayer or Pilgrims
Weds
10.15-11.30
Teddy Time

Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
War Memorial
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
War Memorial
All Saints Chapel
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
Rec Pavilion

Advent and Christmas Services in December
4

Sun

11

Sun

18

Sun

24
25

Sat
Sun

10.30am
10.30am
5pm
10.30am
5pm
Evening
4pm
10.30am

November 2022

Parish Eucharist Advent 2
Parish Eucharist Advent 3
Service of Lessons and Carols
Parish Eucharist Advent 4
Christmas Quiet Service
Communal Carol Singing
Christmas Family Crib Service
Christmas Family Eucharist
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St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
St Giles Church
White Horse
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
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Key dates and what’s on in and around the village
October
29

Sat

30

Sun

3.30pm
7.30pm
9.30am
5.15pm

Chaps Choir singing workshop
Chaps Choir concert
Clocks go back one hour
Graffham Down Trust work party
Halloween Service

Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Meet at St Giles
St Giles

November
9-11am
1

Tue

4

Fri

5

Sat

11

Fri

12

Sat

13

Sun

15
19

Tue
Sat

20

Sun

21
22
23
24

Mon
Tue
Wed

9am-2pm
evening
5pm
10.55am
7pm
2pm
9.30am
10.55am
2pm
6-8pm
9.30am
2pm
6.15pm
9-11am
12.30pm

25

Fri

7.30pm

26

Sat

27
30

Sun

2
3

Fri
Sat

11

Sun

2pm
6pm

9am-1pm
2-4.30pm
5pm

Great Feet foot health professional1
Empire Hall
Arts Society West Sussex talk on Artists of
Fittleworth
Montmartre – see page 16
Village Hall
Midhurst Rother College
Fireworks night
Sri Lankan take-away – see advert page 11
Village shop
Midhurst Farmers Market
Midhurst
Heyshott Bonfire Night
Heyshott
Petworth Bonfire Night
Hampers Green
Remembrance Day service
War Memorial
Talk by Royal sculptor Philp Jackson – page 16 Cobden Hall Heyshott
Memorial Service for Paul Dimmer
St Giles
Remembrance Sunday memorial service
St Giles
Service of Remembrance
War Memorial
Midhurst u3a talk on ‘Shetland Bus’ – page 16 Midhurst Meth’t H’l
Tennis Club prize-giving and social evening
Pavilion
Graffham Down Trust work party
Meet at St Giles
Slow Grown Farm tour – see pages 28-29
Hoyle Farm
East Lavington Parish Council meeting
Seaford Coll
Great Feet foot health professional1
Empire Hall
Lunch Club2
Empire Hall
USA’s Thanksgiving Day
Is That A Bolt In Your Neck comedy horror
Empire Hall
show (see advert pages 30-31)
Petworth Farmers Market
Petworth
Wreath-making workshop – see advert page 13
Empire Hall
Advent Service with Seaford College choir
St Giles
St Andrew’s Day

December
11am-2pm
9.30am
5pm

Sri Lankan take-away – see advert page 11
Graffham Christmas Fair
Graffham Down Trust work party
Service of lessons and carols

Village shop
Empire Hall
Meet at St Giles
St Giles

Great Feet foot health professional: Available to Health Support Association members only.
Lunch Club: Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month

1
2
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at 12.30pm for 12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8 a head.
Please book by calling Sarah on 01798 867567.

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below)
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Thursdays
Fridays

Daytime-early evening
8.30am–12noon
9.15–10.30am
10.15-11.30am
7-8.30pm
Daytime-early evening
10.30-11.30am
2-4pm
9-10.15am
10.30-11.15am

Osteopath1
Post Office
Yoga2
Teddy Time toddler group3
Badminton 4 (Alternate weeks)
Osteopath1
Ease Into Exercise5
Post Office
Yoga2

Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Pavilion
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall

Pilates6

Empire Hall

Empire Hall: For booking and contact details, see Directory, inside back cover.
1
Osteopath: Bookings required. To make an appointment, for daytime or early evening,
contact Anna Shawcross on 01798 867523.
2
Yoga: Deborah Albone on 07790 867009.
3
Teddy Time: No charge. All welcome. Just come along.
4
Badminton: Contact Louise Thomas, at louisa9000f@hotmail.co.uk. All welcome.
5
Ease Into Exercise: Contact Susie Bush 07870 219956.
6
Pilates: Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297.
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M.E CONTRACTING
SUSTAINABLE LAND
MANAGEMENT
•

Creating and restoring lakes
and ponds.
• Ditching.
• Land reclamation and
repurposing.
• Installing culverts and sound
proofing bunds.
michaeleely@yahoo.co.uk
07786 161666

Graffham Parish News

With 30+ years’ experience, we are the
leading fencing and groundwork
specialists in West Sussex and Surrey.
Quality workmanship assured,
whether you need to keep children or
horses in, wildlife out or just want
security for your home.

01428 685222
slf@straightlinefencing.co.uk
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Dismantling and felling
Crown thinning and reducing
Removal of deadwood Pruning
Hedge cutting
Stump grinding
Full public liability
Certified arborist
Free estimates and advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com
07763 844422
November 2022
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Directory
Petworth Surgery
01798 342248
Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre
01730 812121
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit
01483 782334
DEFIBRILLATOR
On wall outside Empire Hall
Code is C240Z
POLICE
In emergency
999
Non-emergency 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk 101
BURST WATER MAINS
Southern Water
0800 820 999
POWER CUTS
Scottish & Southern Electric
105 or 0800 0727 282
DOCTORS

All Saints Chapel Trust
Badminton
Bees / Swarms
Wisboro’ Green B’keepers
Local beekeeper
Chichester District Council
District Councillor

Chairman Clive Rowntree
Louise Thomas

01798 867536
louisa9000f@hotmail.co.uk

Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470
Murray West
evenings 01798 867048
01243 534734
Alan Sutton
asutton@chichester.gov.uk
01798 342452
Dog Warden
Office hours
01243 534734
Emergency
01243 785339
Citizens Advice Bureau
03448 487969
East Lavington Parish Council
Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk
Clerk
Amy Harte
07889 979820
eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
Empire Hall
empirehall.org.uk
empirehall@gmail.com
Bookings
Sally Blunt bookings.empirehall@gmail.com
Promotions
Liz Nicholson
liz.empirehall@gmail.com
Treasurer Carole Sargent
01798 344790
Secretary
Fiona Mackie
empirehall@gmail.com
Empire Lunch Club
Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Foresters Arms
forestersarms-pub.co.uk
01798 867386
Graffham Archives
Robin Brind graffhamarchive@outlook.com 01798 867619
Graffham Bellringers
Reverend Vivien
01798 867199
Graffham Bowls Club
Chairman
Sheila Allen
01798 342869
Secretary
Liz Pegram
01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club
Bill Barrett
01798 867113
Graffham Down Trust
Chairman
Jim Kirke
01798 867026
Graffham Empire Movies
John Bracey
01798 867760
Graffham Garden Group
Carole Kirke
01798 867026
Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Membership
Tracy Rowe
01798 867020
Transport
07391 802541
Prescription collection
Ann Rowney
ann.rowney@icloud.com
Loan of equipment Karin Skanberg
07920 091014
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School Office
01798 867324
Simon Mackie
simon.mackie@graffham-pc.uk
Mike Simpson
clerk@graffham-pc.uk
Graffham Parish News
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
See also bottom of inside front cover
Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council
stgilesgraffham.org
Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner
01798 867199
hallo@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden
Ginny Barrett
01798 867113
Treasurer Yvonne Churchward
07808 781510
graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com
Graffham Rec Committee
Chairman
John Bracey
01798 867760
Treasurer Bernard Bayly
01798 867042
Bookings Sec Sonya Gillespie graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com
graffhamplayground@gmx.co.uk
Graffham Tennis Club
Chairman Simon Longman
01798 867317
Membership Richard Gyles
01798 867484
Coaching
Emma Amin
01798 867063
Graffham Village Shop
Jeeva and Vasu
01798 867700
graffhamvillageshop.co.uk
Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman
Steve Dover
07770 499223
Treasurer
Ipe Jacob
Ipe.jacob@icloud.com
Secretary Henrietta Aparicio
07714 652856
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund
c/o Graffham PC Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk
Lavington Park Federation
graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Graffham CE Infant School
01798 867324
Duncton CE Junior School
01798 342402
Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools
01798 867324
Long Bostle Downland Soc
Gillian Brandt
01798 867276
MP Arundel & South Downs
Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk
Midhurst Petworth Observer
Nikki Jeffery
01243 534163
National Trust (Lavington Common)
01730 816638
Neighbourhood Watch
Michael Crickmay
01798 867486
Osteopath
Anna Shawcross
01798 867523
Oil Buying Syndicate
Derek Bradnum
derekbradnum@gmail.com
Petworth Food Bank
07501 921617
Pilates at Empire Hall
Nicky Capes
07990 517858
Seaford College
01798 867392
Three Moles
Ollie and Tom thethreemoles.com 01798 861303
Thursday Club
Secretary
Diane Bellis
01798 867444
West Sussex County Council
General enquiries
01243 777100
County Councillor
Tom Richardson
07463 785039
White Horse
whitehorsegraffham.com 01798 867331
Yoga at Empire Hall
Deborah Alborne
07790 867009
Graffham Nursery
Graffham Parish Council
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