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Writing from the Rectory: Christmas disruption
Christmas is coming. So how to get it right? Do you usually see the same
family and friends and do the same things on the same days each Christmas
time, and is that OK? Or would you like to if you could? Or do you prefer
an element of change and surprise?
If you follow a time-honoured pattern which everyone looks forward to, and
if that feels like Christmas celebration at its best, that’s wonderful and well
done! Because it takes effort to guard this joy, to prevent it becoming
predictable or routine. If your Christmas could be even better or is not the
joyful experience it once was, or seems
to be joyful for everyone but you, or if
you just prefer surprises, then please
read on…
Although Christmas comes (but) once a
year, it’s good whoever you are and
whatever your expectations or lack of
them may be, always to treat Christmas
as a one-off experience, rather than an
annual one. Rethink it to ensure it is
right for you or anyone you may spend
it with, now. Be willing to break with
tradition a little and do something
unexpected. See someone you don’t
usually see, go somewhere you don’t
regularly visit, include someone outside
your regular circle, give a gift or just a
card to someone not on your normal
Christmas radar. Or be unexpectedly
4 Continued on next page

The Christmas tree will soon be back
outside St Giles as we ready for this
special time of year. See page 3 for
full details of our Christmas services.

Priest in charge: Reverend Vivien Turner
01798 867199 hello@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden: Ginny Barrett 01798 867113
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4 Continued from previous page
generous in some way, as far as you can – even secretly. Shake your
Christmas cocktail of events and participants up a bit, however quiet or
sociable you expect or desire your Christmas to be.

I say this noting none of the participants in the Christmas story had a
predictable time. They saw people they didn’t expect, went places they
didn’t normally go to, included people not usually welcomed and gave gifts
not given before. Mary, Joseph, innkeepers, shepherds, angels, wise men,
all shaken up together for God to present the most generous gift of all, Jesus
the Christ-child bringing joy to our world. Our Christmas Eve crib service
should reflect that joyously…!
So we do well for our familiar traditions of Christmas celebration to permit
some holy disruption too. If church isn’t normally on your radar, come and
celebrate at St Giles! There are both quiet, reflective services, and
exuberantly joyful ones to join in – and you will be welcome at any or
indeed all of them! And, if church is already part of an essential perfect
Christmas celebration for you, then be sure to come and be the welcomer of
someone you don’t know. Whichever way you mark this special season, we
wish you a blessed Christmas, and thank everyone
for every kind message received.

Halloween thanks: A big thank you to all the
extremely bad people who supported our
Halloween Service with such enthusiasm and
scariness, reminding us that no matter how bad we
may be, we are always welcome in church –
including this particularly scary person!
Parish mag congrats: Warm congratulations to editors Michael, Philippa
and Bill for the award they received in the 2022 UK parish magazine
‘Oscars’. Thanks to them, and all regular contributors, for giving us such a
first-class parish mag, and to our advertisers too. It’s a wonderful way of
bringing this community together, whatever your interests.
Here's wishing all their readers – that’s you! – peace, health and happiness
in the new year!

Reverend Vivien
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Support St Giles as you do your Christmas shopping
With the Christmas shopping rush almost upon us, villagers are being
reminded that you can raise funds for our historic St Giles Church whenever
you buy almost anything online – at no additional cost to you.
It’s made possible through something called easyfundraising. Just register on
its website and then you’ll be asked if you would like retailers to donate to St
Giles whenever you buy from them – with just one extra click.
Since St Giles signed up with easyfundraising a year ago, it has received
some £300 from retailers – at zero cost to the church or to shoppers. In
total, easyfundraising has benefited good causes and charities across the UK
by more than £40 million since
it took off in 2005. There are
more than 7,000 shops and
How to raise funds for St Giles
sites on board ready to make
whenever you shop online
a donation – virtually every
– at zero cost to you:
retailer or business selling
1. Go to easyfundraising via
online, including Ocado,
bit.ly/stgilesfunding123 or point your
Waitrose, Sainsbury, eBay,
phone
camera at this QR
Amazon, John Lewis, M&S,
code to go there directly,
Argos, booking.com,
and register for free.
lastminute.com, MoreThan,
2. Every time you shop online, go to
Aviva, BT, Sky… – who will
easyfundraising.co.uk first and then find
give St Giles between 0.5 and
the shopping site you want from there
10 per cent of every pound
– and then start shopping. Or you can
you spend with them.
download a digital reminder for your
Graffham and Duncton
computer, tablet or phone to claim your
Schools also raise funds via
easyfundraising donation if you prefer
easyfundraising – you can
to go to a retailer’s site directly.
choose which cause to support
3. After you’ve checked out, the retailer
each time you shop. And only
will make a donation to St Giles at no
use easyfundraising for your
extra cost to you whatsoever.
online shopping – continue to
It really is as simple as that! There are
support Graffham Village
no catches or hidden charges.
Shop for your everyday needs!
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DELIVERY !
Pizzas, Burgers, Pies, Beer, Wine, Cider, Tobacco
Products and more, all available for collection or
local delivery during our evening kitchen hours

Order online for home delivery or collection

www.thethreemoles.co.uk/takeaway
Evening Kitchen Hours:
Mon, Tue, Thu: 5.30pm to 8pm
Fri & Sat:: 5.30pm to 9pm
Our kitchen is closed on Wednesdays and we do not offer delivery
on Sundays - collection is possible most Sundays, please call.

December 2022
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Hark the local herald angels sing!
Three carol services are taking place in Graffham in the run up to Christmas,
while two local choirs, both of which feature a number of members from our
village, are also rehearsing for festive concerts.
The Choir of Seaford College will set the ball rolling at St Giles on Sunday
30 November at 5pm. There’ll be festive fizz served after that Advent
Service – also marking, hopefully, the inauguration of our church’s new
state-of-the-art, eco-friendly heating system, which is scheduled to have been
installed by then.
Two weeks later, on Sunday 11 December, also at 5pm, St Giles will be
holding its annual, traditional festival of readings and carols – with mulled
wine served before and afterwards.
The following week, the White Horse will be hosting a more laid-back
communal carol singing, on Sunday 18 December at 6pm.
For further details of these and all Christmas church services in the village,
see page 3.
A little further afield, Petworth Chorus’ Carols by Candlelight is being held at
Wisborough Green’s St Peter ad Vincula Church on 20 December at 6pm.
The programme features a range of seasonal songs,
from traditional carols to jazzy numbers. The
evening starts with a complimentary glass of
Champagne and mince pie. Tickets from petworthchorus.co.uk/carols-bycandlelight

Jo Morris’ donkeys Bill and Ben were stars of the Nativity and Christmas morning
Eucharist services at St Giles a year ago. Will they return this year…?!
Graffham Parish News
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Remember how Graffham shared the Christmas story in the depths of the 2020
pandemic, with this amazing video? Remind yourself at bit.ly/graffham-nativity
Leconfield Singers are being joined by Highfield School’s Chapel Choir and
English Philharmonia Brass for their Christmas Concert,
featuring traditional and contemporary carols and Chilcott’s
Little Jazz Mass, at Petworth’s St Mary’s Church on
Saturday 17 December at 6pm. Tickets from leconfieldsingers.co.uk/events
• Various local choirs will also be performing in Petworth House’s courtyard
at weekends until Christmas. For details of all festive events at the National
Trust property, see nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth
• The Arts Society West Sussex’s December talk is on Christmas music from
Tchaikovsky to Tin Pan Alley, with musician and broadcaster Sandy Burnett
sharing a selection of much-loved festive tunes, at Fittleworth Village Hall on
Tuesday 6 December at 1.40pm. See theartssocietywestsussex.org

Artist Richard Davidson to hold open studio
Noted Graffham artist Richard Davidson will be displaying some of his
newest paintings at an open day event at his studio early this month, with a
portion of all sales going to good causes. It takes place at Brookdene
House, on the junction of The Street with the entrance to Lavington Estate,
from Friday to Sunday, 2 to 4 December, daily from 11am to 5pm, and by
appointment at other times, by calling 01798 867232 in advance. Besides
his paintings, greetings cards featuring his artwork will also be available for
sale – perfect Christmas presents! See advert on page 9.
December 2022
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22 shoeboxes of Christmas gifts for Ukrainian kids
More than 20 children in Ukraine will open shoeboxes full of presents this
Christmas – sent all the way from Graffham. Kind villagers responded to an
appeal this summer to collect gifts in a decorated shoebox for youngsters
in the war-torn country. The 22 boxes donated
will be delivered by Ukraine Sunflower Aid,
with medical supplies and other Christmas gifts.
Sonya Gillespie, of Guillods, who co-ordinated
the Graffham appeal, said: “Thank you to all
who donated. Each box had been created with Boxes full of gifts donated by
thought and care. They will certainly bring a
Graffham residents for
smile to a child’s face this Christmas!”
children in war-torn Ukraine.

Bin collections a day later after Christmas
Bin collection days in Graffham will be a day later than usual in the weeks
after Christmas and New Year – on Thursdays 29 December and 5 January.
Chichester District Council has issued a reminder that the following festive
items CAN be recycled in your red bin:
• Greetings cards and envelopes, and empty chocolate advent calendars.
• Wrapping paper and empty cardboard tubes but NOT shiny or metallic
wrapping paper, ribbons or bows.
• Mince pie cases and other foil, plastic confectionary tubs and meat trays
but NOT plastic film and wrapping.
• Cardboard boxes and packaging EXCEPT polystyrene.
You can also have your Christmas tree collected for recycling, in return for a
donation to St Wilfrid’s Hospice. See www.stwh.co.uk

Graffham Village Shop: Use it or risk losing it
A special message from Graffham Village Shop Association Chairman Steve
Dover: With the end of summer comes the closing of the Graffham camp
site, which also reduces the number of customers that use and spend money
in our village shop. As with everyone else, Jeeva and Vasu are having to
cope with higher expenses and heating bills in running the shop. So if
everyone in the village could use it a little more frequently during this winter
it would help make sure the shop we all treasure continues to prosper.
Graffham Parish News
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OPEN STUDIO
Friday 2nd – Sunday 4th December 11am - 5pm
Brookdene House, Graffham GU28 0NL
A pre-Christmas exhibition of recent work and greetings cards
A percentage of all sales will go to good causes

By appointment at other times tel: 01798 867 232
e-mail: richard.davidson@btinternet.com www.richarddavidson.co.uk
richarddavidsonartist

December 2022
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Evidence of Roman heated palace or bath unearthed
Potential evidence of the existence of a heated Roman palace or bath in
Graffham was uneathered in the first day of Petworth Archaeology Society’s
survey of one of the village’s streams following the discovery nearby of
bucketfuls of tiles from that era.
The ‘hypocaust’ tile – which the Romans used to raise the floor levels over
heated water in an early form of central heating – was found just an
inch or so below the stream bed, close to where
it crosses under Selham Road, close to Graffham
Village Shop. Lots of fragments of tiles were
recovered too, some of them Roman. Also in the
haul were a flint artifact, possibly dating back to
Neolithic times.
Twelve volunteers took part in the survey, on
Sunday 30 October, under the direction of noted
Sussex archaeologist Dr Scott McLean. The
The Roman ‘hypocaust’ tile
found under a Graffham
project is proceeding in liaison with Chichester
stream bed.
District Council’s Archaeology Officer James
Kenny, and with the full support of land owners across the survey area.
Graffham residents are invited to join the team.
Petworth Archaeology Society’s Derek Bilston said: “We are gradually
building up a picture of events over a period of time. We need to move out
of the stream and onto the surrounding land and I am following up with
contacting more local landowners and tenants with this in mind.”
Dogs Doing Better wish you a Very Merry Christmas
Dogs
Doing
Better
wish you a Merry Christmas!
We are now enrolling
for our
2023
classes

We are now enrolling for our 2023 classes:
• Puppy,
Intermediate
or Agility,
£120
Puppy Class, Intermediate
Class,
Dog Agility
£120 for
8x for
1hreight
one-hour
sessions
sessions, Pet Gund Dog £120 for 6 x 1 hr sessions.
• Gun dog, £120 for six one-hour sessions.
• One-to-one
sessions
formay
thosewant
who to
may
want ato
We also have 1-2-1 sessions
for those
who
tackle
tackle
a
particular
problem
or
need
to
fit
particular problem or need to fit around a busy schedule. £45around
per
a busy schedule, £45 an hour.
hour.
All dogs welcome to all classes!
www.dogsdoingbetter.com
Dogs Doing Better welcome all dogs to all classes!
dogsdoingbetter@gmail.com
www.dogsdoingbetter.com
Call Liz on 07702 009272

dogsdoingbetter@gmail.com 07702 009272
D
Graffham
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Final Graffham Down Trust work party of the year
Graffham Down Trust’s final work party in 2022 will take place on Sunday,
11 December – enabling volunteers to help safeguard the rare animals,
insects and plant life that depend on the nature reserves above the village.
Everyone’s welcome to take part – just meet near St Giles Church at 9.30am
for lifts up by 9.45am. Bring strong shoes and gardening gloves. Always let
Jim know in advance via jimkirke@hotmail.com if you plan to attend so that
lifts can be arranged – and so you
can be advised if the work party is
cancelled for any reason.
The aim is always to finish each
session before anyone gets too
tired and certainly by 1pm – by
when a hearty Sunday lunch in one
of our great local pubs would
certainly have been earned!
The first work party in 2023 will be
on Sunday 8 January, followed by
Saturdays 4 February and 11
March.

Most work parties involve a bonfire.

Photo classes for 2023 summer show announced
Graffham Garden Group has set the date for its summer show next year –
Saturday 15 July – and the themes for its photography classes, so have your
cameras ready! The categories for 2023 photo entries are:
• A winter scene.
• Bluebells.
• Feeding the birds.
• Garden visitors.
• Any subject, for children aged less than 16.

Do you have keys to the Empire Hall to return?
A number of sets of keys for the Empire Hall have not
been returned by previous users. If you hold any, please
hand them back as soon as possible to Bookings
Secretary Sally Blunt at bookings.empirehall@gmail.com
or on 01798 867346.
December 2022
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Thursday Club’s Confessions of a Gardener
Confessions of a Gardener is the rather racy title of the talk to be delivered
at the next meeting of Graffham’s Thursday Club – at the Empire Hall on 8
December at 2.30pm. Guest speaker will be former Graffham resident Alan
Sargent, who has more than 50 years’ experience of building gardens
across the UK and Europe, including 60 plus Royal Horticultural Society
show gardens. Alan, who now lives in Petworth, will share “selected
anecdotes recalling some of the humorous and amusing experiences” he has
encountered working for the rich and famous. Attendees will be asked to
pay their annual subscriptions if they haven’t already done so – £12 each.
January’s talk will be by Graffham artist Sue Hill on Here’s One I Made
Earlier, a storyh
in
art,
January.
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• Heyshott’s Cobden Hall will on Wednesday 14 December at 7pm host
SSrri iLand
ayy
Laannkkenvironmentalist
shepherdess
aannttaakkeeaawwa Terena Plowright, who has worked on the
land for 35 years, keeping sheep and working her dogs, who will speak
about The Greening Campaign’s work with more than 200 UK communities.
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Graffham Garden Group
New Year lunch
Wednesday 1 February 2023, 12.30pm
Empire Hall
£17 a head, two courses including wine
Booking sheet will be in Graffham Village Shop from
1 December to make your meal choices:
Mains: Fish pie, chicken curry or feta and spinach pie
Puds: Sticky toffee pudding or profiteroles
Everyone in Graffham warmly welcome
Please book early to avoid disappointment.

Wishing everyone a
very Happy Christmas
and a healthy 2023
From the HSA Committee

A huge thank
you to all the
volunteer drivers
and collectors without you the HSA
would not exist.

December 2022
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Wondering what to do
for Christmas?
Rather spend time enjoying
the day with family and friends
than being stuck in the kitchen?
Enjoy a 4 course meal with prosecco on
arrival and all the Christmas trimmings at
The Three Moles for only £75 per person.
Visit our Facebook page or website to view the menu and
book to enjoy an afternoon with us.
It’s Christmas so of course children of all ages are welcome over the whole of
the Christmas period, not just on Christmas Day!

In the mean time, we have 2 great offers for you
here at The Three Moles …

Every Monday, 5.30 to 8pm

Enjoy a Pie & a Pint* for £15
Every Friday, 5.30 to 9pm
Enjoy a 12” Pizza & a Pint* for £15
* Pint can be any of our draught beers, soft drinks or a medium house wine.
Offer applies to customers eating in only, not takeaway. Offer expires 31st March 2023. Booking is advised.

Graffham Parish News
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Almost 150 gather to remember our fallen heroes
A total of nearly 150 people attended the three Poppy Day services in the
village in November – at the war memorial on Remembrance Day Friday 11
November and again two days later on Remembrance Sunday with the later
preceded by a memorial Eucharist at St Giles Church.
Wreaths were laid on behalf of the community by Graffham Parish Council
Chairman Simon Mackie and residents Major John Warren, who serves in
the British Army’s Royal Logistics Corps, boy scouts Jackson and Tyler
Gillespie and churchwarden Ginny Barrett.
For the first time, volunteer stewards at either end of The Street encouraged
motorists to detour ‘the long way round’ the village, to avoid disturbing those
attending the war memorial services, with most drivers more than happy to
oblige.
Many at the war memorial complimented the condition of the garden there,
where for the past four years Angie Mitchell has devoted many hours to
tidying the area up and planting new flowers and shrubs, a duty she has just
passed over to the Graffham Garden Group.

Before and after: The war memorial garden when Angie Mitchell took on
responsibility for maintaining it in January 2018 (left) and when she passed on
responsibility for it a few months ago to Graffham Garden Group (right).
December 2022
Graffham Parish News
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Graffham Down Tracks: Philip Trower
A regular feature, in which we invite villagers to pick eight favourite tracks,
a book and luxury item, with a brief explanation – like in Radio 4’s
evergreen. This month, Philip Trower gets in the groove.

Philip has been a firm fixture at Graffham Christmas
carol services for more than three decades, as a
soloist and powering the choir’s bass section. Living
at Badgers Cottage since 1989, he has been a
leading light in Graffham Rustics (sadly no longer in
existence) and the Empire Hall. Besides St Giles’
choir, he performs regularly with Chichester Singers
and earlier this year clocked up half a century’s
service in estate management.
1 In Dulci Jubilo Traditional The first carol I fell in love with, aged about 9
at boarding school, but unable to sing due to a flu epidemic – an early
heartbreak.
2 Missa Solemnis Beethoven And...
3 B Minor Mass Johann Sebastian Bach I first sung both these major
bedrocks of choral singing with the Oxford Bach Choir in the 1960s.
4 Roses of Picardy Frederick Weatherly and Haydn Wood My late wife
Pat’s favourite song.
5 Tit Willow (from The Mikado) Gilbert and Sullivan In memory of Rustics’
productions, which were such fun to be in.
6 Where Do You Go To, My Lovely Peter Sarstedt A 1960s one-off classic
I have sung (to the surprise of some).
7 Second Symphony Mahler I’ve left instructions for my executors to play
the tumultuous final section towards the end of my cremation, and if I fail to
respond in the manner of the symphony’s title (‘Resurrection’), just carry on!
8 Three Kings from Persian Lands Afar Peter Cornelius To finish as I started
with a carol, which I have sung regularly since I was 17.
Book: Difficult to choose when I enjoy so many (Dickens, Forester,
Rumpole…), but PG Wodehouse has to win, especially the Wooster stories.
Luxury item: Wine Not forgetting it is simply about what tastes good, with
better bottles being shared with friends and family!

Graffham Parish News
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Score: Around 20 locals joined the Chaps Choir’s workshop at the Empire Hall
(above left) before the Chaps sang for their supper in the Foresters (above right)
ahead of their sell-out performance back in the Empire Hall (below).

Chaps Choir sing for their supper in Foresters
The team at the Foresters Arms was serenaded by London’s leading all-male
singing group when the Chaps Choir sang for their supper and a pint or two
before their sell-out concert at the Empire Hall on Saturday 28 October.
During the afternoon, they led a singing workshop for locals, with around
two dozen joining to learn a couple of the troupe’s most popular numbers.
After their rapturous reception, the Chaps Choir is aiming to return to the
village in 2024.

December 2022
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Letters to the editor: Congrats, Graffham Parish News!
The column YOU write
From Colin Barker, Bishops Hill Cottage, Graffham: Great news that
Graffham Parish News has been presented with an award by the Association
of Church Editors who judged it one of the best parish magazines in the UK.
Congratulations – a well-deserved honour for our wonderful parish
magazine that is so full of interesting snippets. The interview with evacuee
Ron Probert has to be our favourite article in the November edition – well
written and it sounded as if Ron was talking while reading the text.
From Pauline Goodwin, Glebeland, Graffham: Well done, editors, on your
award. Being among the 12 top parish mags in the UK is a most amazing
feat and so well deserved. Graffham Parish News is such a vibrant mag!
From John and Sue Hill, Graffham House, The Street, Graffham: It goes
without saying that we love our Graffham Parish News – but the award for
the team behind it is well deserved recognition for its outstanding quality.
Well done!
From Gerald Gresham Cooke, Petworth Area Churches Together, Tillington:
Congratulations on Graffham Parish News being judged one of the best
parish magazines in Britain in the 2022 Association of Church Editors awards
– an enormous compliment to your hard work.
From Robin Bosanquet, formerly of Ricardo’s, now living in Newcastle:
Thank you so much for including the piece about Joanna and Camilla’s
interment in your November edition. It reads well. I enjoyed looking
through the magazine and am impressed by how comprehensive and
professional it is. That must reflect the strong community spirit in Graffham.
From Penny Jennings, after 35 years in Graffham, latterly at Norwood Lane,
East Lavington, now living on the Dorset/Somerset borders but “you never
really leave”: Well done again on another great Graffham Parish News
edition. I was very interested to read the article about Ron Probert and his
time spent with the King family during World War II. We remember Mrs
King and Ron King so fondly and miss them still so much. When Ron King
was unable to continue driving due to failing eyesight, he would then walk to
the supermarket in Petworth to make sure he was able to buy biscuits to give
to our children at Christmas – just one example of how kind he always was.

Graffham Parish News
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Saturday 28 January
Doors open 7.00pm
Dancing starts 7.30pm
DANCING TO
THE SUSSEX PISTOLS
PIPING IN THE HAGGIS
BURNS SUPPER
Cost £30 per person
Please bring your own drinks
Enquiries and to book please telephone
Harriet Rowntree on 01798 867536
Dance practices in the Empire Hall:
Sunday 8th and 15th and 22nd of January 2023
4-6pm, £2 per session

December 2022
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School report: Christmas excitement in full flow
Now that the thrill of Hallowe’en has passed for another year, Graffham
CofE Infants and Duncton CofE Junior Schools are excitedly starting to cast
and practise this year’s Nativity performance.
We have unfortunately been unable to secure a venue big
enough to bring both our schools together for this event, as
we have loved to do in previous years, although we will be
pleased to perform in the Graffham Empire Hall. Space
restrictions sadly mean we cannot invite members of our village community to
attend this lovely event unless they have children at the schools.
Besides our Nativity, this season obviously brings lots of additional activities
and treats! We have plans in place for our Christmas lunch and Christmas
jumper day and are busy arranging our lovely annual Christingle service.
Visits from prospective new parents always welcome! If your child starts
school in September 2023, do come to visit our lovely infant school, before
West Sussex County Council’s starting school application deadline of 15
January. Just call our office manager on 01798 867324 to arrange a date
and time. Or if your child will be going into Year 3 in September 2023, do
come to visit the equally lovely Duncton Junior School, before the junior
transfer deadline which is also 15 January 2023. Call Duncton School’s
office manager on 01798 342402 to arrange a date and time.
To find out more about our village school, including ‘virtual
tours’, see graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Please also take a look at and ‘like’ us at
facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton

TEDDY TIME IN THE PAVILION
TODDLER GROUP
Wednesdays 10.15-11.30am
Pavilion, Graffham Rec
No charge.
All welcome.
Just come along!
Graffham Parish News
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Graffham Parish News’ dazzling December quiz
Ten quick fire questions from Bill Barrett to test your local, topical and wider
general knowledge. Answers below (no cheating now!)
1 The generally used tune to which carol was collected and
arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams (right) after he heard
it sung at Monk’s Gate, Horsham?
2 Which actors were married at Easebourne Church on 31
December 2007?
3 Which hotelier, who from 1942-1947 was married to Zsa Zsa Gabor, was
born in San Antonio on Christmas Day 1887?
4 For which 1980s group was Roland Gift the lead singer?
5 By what name is Brazil soccer legend and three times World Cup winner
Edson Arantes do Nacimento better known?
6 Which ‘city’ (population about 1,600) is the capital of Christmas Island?
7 Which English realist rural landscape painter, who lived in Graffham from
about 1898 to 1926, died on 2 December 1929, aged 70?
8 Ealdred, Archbishop of York, presided over which monarch’s Christmas
Day coronation?
9 Micky Dolenz (left) is the sole surviving member of
which group, whose last UK top 10 single Daydream
Believer reached number 5 in December 1967?
10 The characters Gareth Keenan, Tim Canterbury and Dawn Tinsley
worked for which excruciating boss in a BBC ‘mockumentary’ based in
Slough?
Answers: 1 The Sussex Carol (On Christmas Night All Christians Sing). 2 Billie
Piper and Laurence Fox. 3 Conrad Hilton. 4 The Fine Young Cannibals. 5 Pelé.
6 Flying Fish Cove. 7 Henry Herbert La Thangue. 8 William I’s, in 1066. 9 The
Monkees. 10 David Brent (The Office).

Nature Notes:

Michael Blencowe is in hibernation. His regular
column will return in 2023.
Graffham Parish News
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Jeeva, Vasu and all the team at
GRAFFHAM VILLAGE SHOP
wish all their customers
Merry Christmas!
Thanks for your support in 2022 –
and here’s to a healthy and happy 2023!
Any changes to opening hours on high days
and holidays will be posted on the shop door.
For all your Christmas, New Year and everyday needs
from chipolatas to Champagne,
turkeys to tinned beans,
newspapers to nuts,
carrots to Cognac,
milk to magnifying glasses,
and so much more!
graffhamshop@hotmail.co.uk

01798 867700
www.graffhamvillageshop.co.uk

December 2022
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All the fun of Graffham’s Christmas Fair
Graffham’s Christmas Fair will take place as usual in the Empire Hall on the
first Saturday in December – 3 December from 11am to 2pm. The Christmas
tree will be sparkling, festive music playing, mulled wine, mince pies and hot
sausage rolls ready to serve up, making it the perfect place to pick up some
Christmas presents while catching up with friends and neighbours.
It's also one of the main fund-raising events of the year for St Giles, helping
our beautiful, historic and peaceful village church meet its near £60,000 a
year costs for maintaining its building, bells and burial ground and
everything it does for the community – wedding venue, support for our
schools, the bereaved, needy and homeless, special and Sunday services
and so much more… So please support the fair generously!
There are some amazing
not-on-the-high street lots
up for grabs in its auction
– see page 28.
And also an astonishing
line-up of goodies you
could win in its raffle – see
page 27. Books of tickets
are being circulated with
this magazine – so there’s
no excuse not to enter!

Cracker: Last year’s Christmas Fair.
As ever, the home produce stand is preparing to do a roaring trade, with its
mound of delicious cakes, buns, biscuits, jams, pickles and other treats
cooked by the village’s cooks.

A number of locals will be manning craft stalls – potter Joanna Morris, artists
Izzy Barrett and Sue Hill, cuddly toy maker Tracey-Jane Thompson.
Di Bowden is in charge of the children’s activities, while church organist Brian
Lanaghan will be playing a selection of festive favourites on the piano.

THE HOME PRODUCE STAND NEEDS YOU!
If you can contribute any goodies,
please contact Ann Brown
at annhugh@icloud.com
Graffham Parish News
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Graffham Christmas Fair’s remarkable raffle
Some wonderful prizes are up for grabs in the 2022 Graffham Christmas
Fair Grand Raffle – thanks to the generosity of the many donors from across
the village. Four books, each of five tickets (costing £1 a ticket), have been
delivered with this edition of Graffham
Parish News. Don’t feel you have to
buy them, but it’d be lovely if you do!
If you want more, they are available
from Graffham Village Shop – and at
the Christmas Fair in the Empire Hall
on Saturday 3 December 2022,
starting at 11am until the raffle is
drawn at 1.30 pm.

L
SAMP

E

Your raffle tickets have been distributed
with this magazine.

Some of the great raffle
prizes up for grabs:

To enter, fill in each ticket stub with
• A fab festive hamper
your surname, phone number and,
•
A
bagful of Christmas goodies
ideally, your email address. Then:
• Box of six Wine Society bottles
• Hand in your stubs and payment
• Famous Grouse whisky
(by cash or card) at the Graffham
• A couple of clematis plants
Christmas Fair on Saturday 3
• A kid’s chocolate indulgence
December 2022 before 1.15 pm.
• Golf umbrella
• OR you can submit your stubs and
• Bottles of grog
payment before Saturday 3 December
• Christmas crackers
2022 at Graffham Village Shop. You
• Other wonderful goodies
can pay by:
For the full list of prizes and full details, see
- Cash – insert the tickets and
stgilesgraffham.org/christmasfair
cash in a sealed envelope.
- Card, in which case just hand in the stubs and note on them how you
have paid, either
- Online at stgilesgraffham.org/giving-online. Do NOT mark your
payment for Gift Aid as it is not eligible in this case.
- Or at the raffle table outside the village shop between 10 am and
12 noon on Saturday 26 November.
Once your payment has been verified, your tickets will be entered in the
draw, which will be made on Saturday 3 December at about 1.30 pm at the
Christmas Fair in the Empire Hall. Winners will be notified.
Good luck – and thanks again to all the kind donors of prizes!
December 2022
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Graffham Christmas Fair’s amazing auction
There are some amazing lots up for grabs in Graffham Christmas Fair’s 2022
auction, thanks to many generous donors – unique experiences or treats
that, normally, money could not buy, delicious food and drinks, many
sourced from within our own village, and some fab ‘not on the high street’
items that would make perfect Christmas gifts.
Some of them are highlighted on these pages – for the
complete list and full terms and conditions etc, see
stgilesgraffham.org/auction
You can submit your bids:
• In person Graffham Christmas Fair in the Empire Hall
on Saturday 3 December 2021 before 1.30 pm.
• By email to graffhamchristmasfair@gmail.com before 6 pm on Friday 2
December. If bidding by email, ensure you clearly indicate:
- The lot you’re bidding for – its name and number (eg A1 loop-the-loop).
- The amount you are offering (in whole pounds only).
- Your first and family name.
- Your email address, telephone number and home address.
The status of each lot will be updated online regularly with the latest leading
bid and bidder at stgilesgraffham.org/auction until Friday 2 December 2022
– so keep an eye on your favourite lots and feel free to increase any bid
before the auction closes.
Happy bidding and good luck!

AUCTION LOTS A: THRILLS AND CHILLS
A1: Loop-the-loop over Graffham
You’ve seen 20-year vet pilot Mark Stewart do his aerobatics
over the village in his two-seater stunt plane. Now you can
fly with him – with a chance to take the controls yourself!
Value: This lot fetched £250 in 2021 and 2020

A2: A private flight over your home
David Sanders has a lifetime’s experience flying – from
airline jets to single seaters – and is a qualified
instructor. Join him in his RV6 two-seater for a flight
over your Graffham home.
Value: £250

Graffham Parish News
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A3: Table tennis tips from UK champion
Brush up your game with Matthew Syed, British number one
for a decade, three-time Commonwealth champion and
Olympian, now a journalist, author, broadcaster and
consultant.
Value: Lots of whiff-whaff

A4: Massage with Rina
Up to an hour’s massage in the comfort and privacy of your
own home with Rina Polishchuk, masseuse to the Ukrainian
national orienteering team, currently residing in Graffham.
Value: £60 minimum

A5: Golf tuition from Seaford’s pro
An hour-long, one-on-one lesson with Seaford College’s golf
pro and coach Jack Halsey, at the school’s first-rate golfing
facilities, which include a driving range and nine-hole course.
Value: Well over par

A6: Cricket tuition from Chris Adams
Catch some tips from Chris “Grizzly” Adams, legendary
captain of our own Sussex county side and capped by
England at Test and one-day level, now Head of Cricket at
Seaford College.
Value: Boundaries galore

A7: A week’s swimming staycation
A daily swim for you and your family for a week in July or
August, here in a Graffham pool kept spotlessly clean and
comfortably heated by Stuart and Bridget Lewis.
Value: At the deep end

A8: Golf with tips at Seaford
A round of golf on Seaford College’s nine-hole, 36-par
course – accompanied by the school’s golf pro and coach
Jack Halsey who can give advice as you make your way
round.
Value: 36-par, nine holes

A9: Swallows and Amazons
A Saturday or Sunday day boat sailing, for up to two, on
Chichester Harbour, including beach picnic, with the
Pettifers. Life jackets provided. No sailing experience
needed.
Value: Reached £130 when offered previously.

December 2022
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A10: Kayaking on the River Arun
Half a day’s kayaking on the beautiful and peaceful River
Arun – with tuition from Graffham’s Jacky Gregory. No
experience necessary. Life jacket and kayak provided.
Value: Paddles

A11: Training with Dogs Doing Better
Dogs Doing Better, which delivers puppy and dog training,
agility and pet gun dog training, is offering a one-hour
session one-to-one, with Liz Nicholson.
Value: £45

A12: Golf for four at Cowdray
Treat up to three friends (that’s a foursome with you
included!) for a round of golf at the nearby spectacular
18-hole, 70-par Cowdray Park Golf Club.
Value: Green fees start at £40 a player

AUCTION LOTS B: TREATS AND EATS
B1: Ritz-style garden tea party
Afternoon tea in a Graffham garden with wildflower meadow.
Glass of fizz on arrival, then sandwiches, scones, cakes, tea
and other delights, served on vintage china by Sally Blunt.
Reserve: £80 a couple (up to three couples max)

B2: Painting of your house, pet or favourite view
Commission renowned Graffham watercolour artist Sue Hill
to create a painting of your pet, garden, home, favourite
view or whatever.
Value: A snip at £100 last year, £275 the year before!

B3: Seaford’s Phantom of the Opera for four
Four tickets for Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the
Opera, the next musical mounted by Seaford College, which
has a reputation for staging near-professional productions.
Pick a date between 22-25 March.
Value: Lit up in lights!

B4: Weekend’s use of log splitter
Make light work of splitting your felled timber. If more than
two matching bids are received, Stuart Lewis has kindly
offered to honour both.
Value: Fetched £50 last time

Graffham Parish News
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B5: Millennium vintage port
A bottle of Smith Woodhouse vintage port, from the year
2000. Described as ‘deep and concentrated showing
generous jammy fruits and moderate sweetness’. Value: £60

B6: Pair of tickets to Le Freak
Entrance for two to the next big high-end tribute act to
feature at the Empire Hall – recreating the music of Chic
and Nile Rodgers on Saturday 11 February.
Value: £40

B7: £75 meal vouchers for Foresters Inn
A voucher for £75 to spend in the pub on food with drinks –
more than enough for a main course for two with a bottle of
wine, or to treat yourselves to one of its tapas, steak or other
special nights.
Value: £50

B8: Concorde book signed by Chief Pilot
Former Concorde Chief Pilot Captain Mike Bannister, a
regular visitor to Graffham, has just published his definitive
book on the iconic airliner and is offering a signed copy to
the highest bidder.
Value: Supersonic

B9: A peek inside a bee hive
Beekeeper Murray West, who supplies his honey to
Graffham Village Shop, will let you look inside one of his
hives to see how his bees produce honey. All equipment
supplied.
Value: More than a taste of honey.

B10: Wreath workshop for two
Graffham florist Lucie Haworth will show two of you how
she creates her gorgeous wreaths, which will make your
front door the envy of your neighbours this Christmas!
Value: Stupendous

B11: A ring of bells in your honour
The bellringers of St Giles will ring in your honour on a day
mutually agreed – for your wife or husband’s birthday, a
wedding anniversary, birth or baptism of a child...
Value: Bell ringing at a wedding costs £180.

December 2022
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Bill’s bygones: Pirates, Spice Girls, Charles Atlas
A regular feature in which joint editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was
happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past.

10 years ago – December 2012: St Giles’ Christmas Fair at the Empire
Hall, organised by Alan Sargent, makes more than £4,500. Carol Tickner
(right) retires as Guide Leader after 42 years. Graffham’s vicar
and Seaford College chaplain the Rev Steve Gray announces
his departure in August to become chaplain at Bradfield
College. ‘Sledgehammer and Paella’ parties are arranged for
three weekends to strip out the pavilion prior to refurbishment.
Deaths of village stalwart Carolyn Davies (aged 73), sitarist Ravi Shankar
(92), astronomer Patrick Moore (89) and Thunderbirds creator Gerry
Anderson (83).

25 years ago – December 1997: Snow makes Duncton Hill impassable
and causes two accidents in Cocking. Lord Young of Graffham is appointed
Chairman of the Board of the ‘troubled’ Chichester Festival Theatre’s
production company. Midhurst and Petworth butchers report a rush of sales
of beef on the bone before a BSE-inspired ban is introduced.
The Kyoto Protocol is signed. Royal Yacht Britannia is
decommissioned after 44 years’ service. James Cameron’s
Titanic premieres in the USA. Teletubbies say Eh-Oh! is
pipped as the Christmas number one by the Spice Girls’ Too
Much. Deaths of violinist Stéphane Grappelli (89) and
wrestler Big Daddy (Shirley Crabtree, 67).

50 years ago – December 1972: St Giles’ Christmas Fair makes more
than £320, up by more than £100 on 1971. Graffham Tennis Club holds a
dance to raise funds to pay for the resurfacing of the court earlier in the
year, with tickets costing 60p. The 24 children of Graffham Sunday School,
and a week later Graffham and Heyshott Brownies and Cubs, perform the
Nativity. The Graffham branch of the Mothers’ Union donates £5 to Jimmy
Saville’s Christmas appeal on behalf of Help the Aged. Apollo 17
commander Gene Kernan becomes the last (so far!) man to walk on the
Moon. Gough Whitlam is elected Australian Prime Minister and withdraws
all Australian personnel from Vietnam. Deaths of 33rd US President Harry S
Truman (88) and bodybuilder Charles Atlas (Angelo Siciliano, 80).
Graffham Parish News
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Making Christmas Lunch Easy!
Spend time with friends and family this Christmas, rather than
being stuck in the kitchen preparing all the vegetables

Order you pre-prepared vegetables from us by
15th December and we will have them prepared and
ready for you to collect on 24th December

Vegetable

Size

Cost

White Potatoes, Peeled

1kg

£3.50 or 5kg for £12.00

King Edward Potatoes, Peeled

1kg

£4.50 or 5kg for £15.00

Parsnips, Peeled

1kg

£4.00

Carrots, Peeled

1kg

£3.50

Carrots, Sliced

1kg

£3.50

Tenderstem Broccoli

200g

£2.50

Broccoli, Florets

1kg

£7.50

Red Cabbage, Shredded

1kg

£3.50

Savoy Cabbage, Chopped

1kg

£3.50

Cauliflower Florets

1kg

£8.00

Leeks, Sliced

1kg

£4.00

English Onion, Peeled

1kg

£3.00

Brussels Sprouts, prepared

1kg

£5.00

We are able to offer much more - a huge selection of fruit and
vegetables, Beer, Wine, Bottles of Bubbles and many other Christmas
essentials - if its not on the list, give us a call or send an email and
we will see what we can do for you.

T: 01798 861303

December 2022
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Graffham Chronicles: Nawab’s magical Christmas parties
A regular column by village historian Pauline Goodwin

With Santa in the middle, children from across the Graffham area clutch their
presents at one of the magical Christmas parties at the Empire Hall thrown by
Their Highnesses the Nawab and Begum of Bahawalpur, who lived at Selham.
Every December from the late 1940s until the early 1960s, children in the
Graffham area would avidly await their invitation to the annual Christmas
party to be posted through their letter boxes – a landmark event which has
remained in the hearts and minds of many of us.
At one of the parties, in 1961, 160 children attended, with the Midhurst,
Petworth and District Times describing it as the “best yet”.
I was reminded of the joy that these events engendered when, earlier this
year, I was contacted by a fellow former Midhurst Grammar School pupil,
the son of a gamekeeper to Lord Cowdray, who lived in the area in the
1950s. He was keen to find out more about the parties’ benefactor,
describing the opulent invitations we received in detail.
“The invitation cards that I so looked forward to each year,” he recalled. “A
formal invitation issued on behalf of the Nawab and Begum, attractively
written in large, sloping, black letters on white card.” It was indeed a touch
of luxury that had never before been experienced in our young lives. Every
Graffham Parish News
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year’s party followed the same format. They were held in the Empire Hall,
which was decorated with Christmas foliage by the Nawab’s gardeners with,
high in the centre of the ceiling, a huge net of luxurious, multi-coloured,
marbled balloons on long ribbons, waiting expectantly for their final drop!
A photographer took a picture of each child on arrival and shots of the party
as it was underway, with the photos made available afterwards as a lasting
memory of the event.
The hall was set out with wooden
chairs and trestle tables, lavishly
spread with tea-time treats
produced by a Worthing catering
firm and the Nawab’s employees.
Cups of tea were provided and I
recall the Begum’s steward at
Selham House, Mr Simmonds,
pouring out the tea at the tables,
asking each child if they wanted
“long or short” – the distance
being from the spout of the teapot
to the cup!

The Nawab’s steward, Mr Simmonds,
pours a cuppa for Margaret Loader. On
the left is Bobby Money, with Roy Weller
right – all from well-known local families.

A clown continued the fun by
circulating around the tables
performing tricks. After tea, all the children were ushered together for a
group photo while the hall was magically reset with tables stowed under the
stage and the chairs placed in rows, facing the stage in readiness for a
group of professional entertainers to perform a slick session with much
singing and laughing.

This continued until sleigh bells were heard gradually getting closer and then
Santa appeared and made his way to the stage with bulging sacks of
presents. Each child had a most generous gift, chosen with extreme care,
suitable to their age. The gifts were sent down from London. Each child was
called to the stage in turn to be presented with their gift. For example, one
year my gift was a Spear’s Flower Play Box which gave me endless hours of
enjoyment.
Presents distributed, the net of balloons hovered over the expectant children
4 Continued on next page
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4 Continued from previous page
below and then the cascade dropped like New Year’s Eve in Times Square,
and the children left, each armed with a ribboned balloon, their wonderful
gift and a full stomach!
So who initiated these parties? They were funded by His Highness the
Nawab of Bahawalpur and his British wife, the Begum of Bahawalpur. The
Nawab, Sir Sadiq Muhammad Khan Abbasi V, bought Selham House in
1948 and was a regular visitor there until he died in 1966.

Although we never knew it at the time we attended his parties, the Nawab
was a remarkable man. Until its integration into Pakistan following the
partition of India in 1947, he was sovereign of Bahawalpur, a princely state
covering 46,000 km2 (17,500 sq miles) – about a third the size of England –
in the Punjab, with a population of 1.5 million.
He steered his home state through the violent period of India’s partition,
supporting the development of much-needed infrastructure for his new
country of Pakistan. He gave huge financial support to the Pakistan
government and donated his private property to the University of the Punjab,
King Edward Medical College and the Mosque of Aitchison College. The
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The Nawab and Begum (left centre), represented Pakistan at the coronation of our
late Queen with whom he is seen in military uniform (right).
division of India and Pakistan 75 years ago resulted in one of the largest
refugee crises in history. The Nawab founded an extensive programme to
provide relief and homes for refugees uprooted during this partition.
Back here in peaceful West Sussex, the Nawab enjoyed riding his beautiful
horse in the glorious surroundings of Selham House – and took an active
part in the lives and activities of the neighbourhood. According to the
Journal of Pakistani Studies: “He left no stone unturned to help out the
people who lived nearby, without considering their class or creed…. Once
he came across some children playing cricket in the road near the Three
Moles. As soon as he got back (home), he arranged for the correct cricket
equipment to be sent to the children.”
The Nawab actively supported Britain in World War II, achieving the rank of
Major General in 1941. Apart from his military contribution, he also gave
financial assistance to the British Government.
His Highness was in regular contact too with the British Royal Family, in both
a social and official capacity. He attended the Silver Jubilee celebrations of
King Emperor George V in 1935 and the Coronation of George VI in 1937.
In 1953 he and his royal party attended Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation, as
the official representative of Pakistan. He and his wife also enjoyed events
on the British social calendar, such as Royal Ascot.
There is no doubt that his Highness the Nawab of Bahawalpur used his
wealth and position to bring joy and comfort to the lives of those around him
and is remembered by Graffham locals with great affection.
December 2022
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Reports from the rec

– and slightly further afield Edited by Philippa Sanders

Graffham Badminton Club
Badminton is now being played regularly in the Empire Hall on Wednesday
evenings at 7pm. For more details, contact Louisa Thomas on 07795
353038. Everyone is welcome, of any standard. For the more confident
among you, there is always the challenge of returning one of Jeeva’s
smashes! Rackets and shuttlecocks are available if you don’t have your own.

Graffham Tennis Club

By Chairman Simon Longman

November’s league fixtures have so far fallen foul of the exceptionally rainy
weather but late October’s results were:
Graffham Tennis Club results in East Hampshire LTS League: October

15
22
29

4

Mixed Doubles

Div 3

v Alton A

Won 8-0

Ladies Doubles

Div 2

v Swanmore A

Lost 3-5

Ladies Doubles

Div 2

v Headley

Lost 2-6

Graffham Tennis Club East Hants League home fixtures: December
Do come and spend an autumn morning supporting your teams!
Sun
10am
Mixed Doubles
Div 2
v Newman Collard

The club’s own tournament winners will have been awarded their trophies at
its end-of-year drinks reception in late November. With two results still to be
finalised as Graffham Parish News went to press, watch for our next edition
for the full list of prize winners.

RIP Ken Buckhurst: Former long-standing
member of Graffham Tennis Club Ken
Buckhurst died in November at the age of 92.
Despite living in Bepton, he played regularly
at Graffham in a senior men’s four right up
until his mid-80s. Lithe and fleet of foot until he
finally hung up his boots, his finest hour came
in 2013 when he gained victory in the Tennis
Week ‘Over 90s Combined Mixed Doubles’.
Paired with then 15-year-old Ailsa Green, the
4 Continued on page 40
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The late Ken Buckhurst,
victorious in 2013 with
partner Ailsa Green
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4 Continued from page 38
couple swept to victory over four sets and four different opponents. No-one
quite knows where Ken started playing tennis, though it is believed it may
have been when he did National Service in the RAF, as he could often be
distracted from the game by something interesting passing overhead! In his
later years Ken would often join fellow club stalwarts Mike Dimmer and Chris
Major in watching Graffham’s league matches before a team visit to the
Three Moles.

Special offer for trout fishing at Duncton Mill
Just across the A285, Dan and Melissa Young are the new proprietors at
Duncton Mill Trout Fishery. With many years of experience and, in Dan’s
case, a degree in Aquaculture, they have been refurbishing the whole site
and hope to be fully open in the spring. They are keen to involve younger
people and particularly to educate them
as to the sustainabilty and low food miles
that local trout fishing involves.
Graffham and surrounding village
residents are invited to take advantage
of a special offer of a one-day ticket,
redeemable in March 2023 – just
register by emailing your details to
info@dunctonmilltroutfishery.co.uk or go
to dunctonmilltroutfishery.co.uk. Let
Duncton Fishery’s Dan Young
Graffham Parish News know how it goes!
with one that didn’t get away.
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Inviting Entries
Valuation Days
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:30am – 4:30pm
Our specialists are available for
free valuations, please see our
website for more information.
Bid online for free with
Bellmans Live.

An Italian bronze bust of Plato, after the Antique, circa 1870.
Sold for £8,500 (plus BP).*

bellmans.co.uk

SUSSEX
Newpound, Wisborough Green, West Sussex, RH14 0AZ
01403 700858 sussex@bellmans.co.uk

*Results subject to buyers premium @ 22% + VAT.

December 2022
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Property watch
Homes for sale locally, posted at rightmove.com since our previous edition:
13 Guillods Cottages, Graffham GU28 0NR: Four-bed
semi-detached house, two bathrooms, sitting room, kitchen
with bifold doors to cottage garden. 135sq m/1,458sq ft.
Guide £550,000. Porter, Midhurst, 01730 771434.
Added 14 Nov.
1 Down Close, Heyshott GU29 0DN: One-bedroomed
bungalow in need of refurbishment, shower room, kitchen,
sitting room/diner, conservatory. 52sq m/559sq ft interior.
OIR £225,000, Henry Adams, Midhurst. 01730 771345.
Added 18 Oct.

Planning applications
A summary of latest applications for planning approval in Graffham and East
Lavington civil parishes filed with the South Downs National Park as this edition
went to press. For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning
Down House, The Street, Graffham GU28 0QA: New garage and drive.
SDNP/22/04957/HOUS Received: 25 Oct
Home Farm, Lavington Estate, East Lavington GU28 0NQ: Improvements to an
existing farm track. SDNP/22/04828/APNR Received: 17 Oct

Crimestoppers and police appeals
Sussex Police’s log of incidents locally in recent weeks. If you have any
information which might help, please report it, quoting the serial number –
by phone on 101 or online at bit.ly/crimeupdate

There has been a spate of thefts of catalytic convertors from vehicles in the
district recently, along with cars and sheds broken into. Neighbourhood
Watch reminds residents never to leave cars unlocked and to check sheds
have effective padlocks: “While these measures may not prevent a crime, it
may put potentials thieves off and at the very least cause them delay.”
Ambersham Common: On Saturday 22 October afternoon, a vehicle was broken
into and a bag stolen. Serial 0282 31/10.
Easebourne, Highfield Close: Overnight Friday 4/Saturday 5 November, a catalytic
converter was stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0486 05/11.
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Tillington, The Harrows: On Friday 4 November morning, a vehicle was broken into
and power tools stolen. Serial 0700 04/11.
Cocking Hill: Between Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 October, the windscreen of a
vehicle was criminally damaged. Serial 0453 23/10.
Cocking Hill: On Saturday 22 October afternoon, a vehicle was broken into and
pet food and fruit stolen. Serial 0365 31/10.
Petworth, Golden Square: Between Friday 21 and Saturday 22 October, a catalytic
converter was stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0644 31/10.
Easebourne, Montague Road: Early on Friday 21 October, two catalytic converters
were stolen from vehicles. Serial 0109 and 0150 21/10.
Halfway Bridge: Between Thursday 20 and Friday 21 October, a catalytic converter
was stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0842 29/10.
Midhurst, North Street: On the afternoon of Wednesday 19 October, a catalytic
converter was stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0666 19/10.
Petworth, Horsham Road: Between Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19 October, both
number plates were stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0664 30/10.
Lodsworth, The Street: In the early hours of Monday 17 October, a business
premises was burgled. Serial 0116 17/10.
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Thanks – but more foodbank help urgently needed
Petworth Area Churches Together (PACT)’s foodbank is very
grateful for all the harvest festival donations we have
received this year, which have gone far in replenishing our
stores. We have also been experiencing a welcome rise in
the number of items we are collecting from our donation
points in Petworth and surrounding villages (like Graffham) and financial
gifts we have received. (St Giles donated the entire £700 proceeds from its
harvest lunch and services to the foodbank.)

Volunteers needed asap: As autumn moves into winter, and the cost of
living rises further, demand on Petworth Foodbank is increasing and we are
currently on a volunteer recruitment drive so we can manage the workload.
We have expanded the food packing team to the number required but are
still in urgent need of more volunteers to help deliver emergency food
parcels and also to take up new signposting/phone holder roles.
We always aim to deliver emergency food parcels on the day of the referral
to our service as we know that people often wait until they have run out of
food before seeking help. We are fortunate to have a great team of
volunteers who are willing to go out at short notice. However, it has been
increasingly difficult to manage the demand and we need more volunteers to
ensure that people are not left struggling without food.
Deliveries are on an as-and-when required basis and are always made in
pairs. The two volunteers meet at the United Reformed Church in Petworth to
collect the box/boxes of food. We deliver in Petworth and also to
surrounding villages such as Graffham, Fittleworth, Loxwood, Northchapel,
Wisborough Green etc. As the colder weather approaches and demand
rises, a volunteer can expect to go out once or twice a week to do a delivery
if possible. Volunteers need to be able to lift a 15kg box. Although all our
current volunteers drive, it would be possible for someone who lived close to
Petworth centre without a car to accompany another volunteer on a delivery.
The second role we are seeking to fill is for signposting/phone holders. This
is a new and much-needed role for Petworth and will be based on a similar
system to the one operating successfully already at Midhurst, with the
potential to help people beyond just a three-day food parcel. As well as
organising a food parcel delivery, the phone holders will be able to refer
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people or point them towards other organisations that can provide further
help such as Citizens Advice, local charities and small organisations such as
Family Support Work and the Fighting Chance Baby Bank, agencies that
provide advice on debt management (Carers Support, the Rotary Club and
many others). Training will be provided for these roles.
The phone holder role is on a rota basis with one
person doing one day a week (or more if they
wish) from 9.30am to 4.30pm, Mondays to
Fridays only and home-based. We estimate that
the phone holder will receive one to two calls per
day. A good mobile phone signal will be
essential to fulfil this role. We are looking for people who are
compassionate and can listen without judgement to those phoning for help.
More details of all these roles, along with online application forms, can be
found at chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/volunteer/
If anyone has any questions about either role and would like to speak to
someone before applying, e-mail info@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk

Getting help from Petworth Foodbank: We can only provide food
parcels to people once we have received a voucher (usually an online
referral voucher) and we want to ensure that local people are aware of
where they can go to get a referral/voucher. There are many people and
organisations who can provide vouchers, such as schools, churches, GPs,
social prescribers and charities. People can also get help by contacting
Citizens Advice (freephone 0808 278 7969 or 0344 477 1171) or
Chichester District Foodbank on 01243 773687.

Supplies urgently needed: Our local foodbank is also urgently appealing
for supplies, particularly:
• Long-life fruit juice
• Ketchup
• Long-life milk.
• Washing up sponges/cloths
• Long-life sponge puddings
• Washing power/tabs/liquid
• Long-life custard
• Shower gel
• Hot chocolate
• Shampoo and conditioner
Please drop off any of these, or other, items you can spare at the collection
points at Graffham Village Shop, Petworth Co-op or Midhurst Sainsbury’s or
Tesco. How about buying and giving some of them when you next shop?
Only items that are in-date, unopened and, because of ‘Natasha’s Law’ (to
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protect allergy sufferers), with a full ingredients list can be accepted. If you’d
prefer to donate money online, then please go to:
chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money

Arun and Chichester Food Partnership Event: During the October halfterm, a food event was held at the Sylvia Beaufoy Centre in Petworth,
including cookery demonstrations, a creche with activities for children, lunch
and a goody bag of fresh fruit and vegetables, bread and ingredients to
make up a recipe. Feedback on what families in the area needed such as
greater access to low-cost food, more cookery classes etc was gathered and
will be used to inform the foodbanks’ work.

Did you know…? You can recycle the tops from your plastic milk bottles
and used printer cartridges – and raise funds for charities at the same time?
Just drop them (as clean as you can make them!) into the appropriate boxes
at St Giles Church. The milk bottle tops are recycled to make plastic toys for
children, with proceeds given to Chestnut Tree Children’s Hospital. Old
printer cartridges are also sold for recycling, in aid of other good causes.

Other denominations locally
Methodist: Midhurst. Minister: David Muskett Tel: 01730 233436. email:
superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk. Web: midhurstmethodist.com Worship:
Sundays 10.00am, and Café Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am
Roman Catholic: The Catholic Churches of Saints Anthony and George,
Duncton; The Divine Motherhood and St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst, and The
Sacred Heart, Petworth. email: petworth.abdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01798
342169. Web: www.petworthcatholic.org
Mass
Sun
Tue
Wed

8am
9.30am
11am
10.30am
9.30am

Duncton
Midhurst
Petworth
Petworth
Midhurst

Thu
Fri
Sat

9.30am
12noon
6.30pm
9.30am
5.30pm

Petworth
Midhurst Convent
Petworth
Midhurst
Petworth

Society of Friends (Quakers): St Anne's Community Centre, St Anne's Hill,
Midhurst, GU29 9NN. Web: sussexwestquakers.org.uk Meetings: 2nd and 4th
Sundays 10.30am.
United Reformed Church: Petworth. Minister: Revd Anne Lewitt Tel: 01798
872535. Web: petworthurc.co.uk Worship: Sundays 10.30am.
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What’s on at our village church and chapel
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services.
St Giles Church is at the south end of Graffham’s Street, near the Downs.
All Saints’ Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop.
Both St Giles Church and All Saints’ Chapel are open daily.
Bell ringing practice night is every Tuesday at 7.30pm.
To join Graffham’s bellringers or occasional choir, contact Revd Vivien on
01798 867199 or at hello@stgilesgraffham.org
See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook’s @stgilesgraffham for any changes.

3
4
6
7
9

Sat
Sun
Tue
Wed
Fri

10

Sat

11

Sun

13

Tue

14 Wed
15
18

Thu
Sun

20 Tue
21 Wed
24

Sat

25

Sun

1 Sun
8 Sun
10 Tue
11 Wed
14 Sat

December
11am-2pm Christmas Fair
10.30am Parish Eucharist Advent 2
9.30am
Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am
10.30am Teddy Time
tbc
Wedding rehearsal
10-12noon Bell Ringing Practice
2pm
Wedding of Joseph and Harriet
10.30am Parish Eucharist Advent 3
5pm
Service of Lessons and Carols
9.30am
Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am
10.15am Teddy Time
2.30pm
Nursery and Infant School Christingle
2pm
John Hall RIP burial of ashes
Parish Eucharist Advent 4 and All Saints
10.30am
Cottages’ residents’ refreshments

Quiet Service with remembrance
Communal Carol Singing
Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am
Teddy Time
Christmas Eve Family Crib Service –
4pm
dress up if you wish
10.30am Christmas Day Family Eucharist
January 2023
10.30am Parish Eucharist Christmas 2
10.30am Parish Eucharist for Epiphany
9.30am
Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am
10.15am Teddy Time
10-12noon Bell Ringing Practice
5pm
6pm
9.30am
10.15am

December 2022

47

Empire Hall
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
St Giles
All Saints Chapel
St Giles Church
White Horse
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
St Giles Church
All Saints Chapel
Rec Pavilion
St Giles Church
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Key dates and what’s on in and around the village
November
7.30pm Is That A Bolt In Your Neck comedy horror
9am-1pm Petworth Farmers Market
26 Sat
2-4.30pm Wreath-making workshop
Advent Service with Seaford College choir and
27 Sun
5pm
a glass of festive fizz
30 Wed
St Andrew’s Day
25

Fri

Empire Hall
Petworth
Empire Hall
St Giles

December
1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

6

Tue

8

Thu

11

Sun

13

Tue

14 Wed
15
16

Thu
Fri

17

Sat

18

Midhurst Camera Club on Arizona, Norway
7.30pm
and Australia. See midhurstcameraclub.co.uk
5pm-8pm Midhurst Christmas street party
11amRichard Davidson’s Open Studio (till 4 Dec)
5pm
11amGraffham Christmas Fair
2pm
9am-6pm Chichester Christmas market (to 23 Dec)
Arts Society West Sussex talk on Christmas
2pm
music
Thursday Club hears Alan Sargent’s
2.30pm
Confessions of a Gardener
9.30am Graffham Down Trust work party
5pm
Festival of lessons and carols
9-11am Great Feet foot health professional1
12.30pm Lunch Club2 Christmas dinner
7pm

Talk on Greening Campaign

Cardigan Club Christmas Celebration
WSCC schools and Seaford College terms end
9am-1pm Petworth Farmers Market
evening

6pm

Leconfield Singers’ Christmas Concert

Sun

6pm

Communal carol singing

20

Tue

6pm

Petworth Chorus’ Carols by Candlelight

24

Sat

25

Sun

26 Mon
27 Tue
31 Sat

Crib service – tinsel, crowns and tea towels
welcome!
Christmas Day
10.30am Christmas Day Family Service
Boxing Day
Bank holiday
New Year’s Eve
4pm
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Cowdray Hall,
Easebourne
Midhurst
Brookdene
House
Empire Hall
Chichester
Fittleworth
Village Hall
Empire Hall
Meet at St Giles
St Giles
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Cobden Hall
Heyshott
White Horse
Petworth
St Mary’s
Church Petworth
White Horse
Wisborough
Green Church
St Giles
St Giles

December 2022

January
1
2
3

Sun
Mon
Tue

8

Sun

9

Mon

12

Thu

New Year’s Day
New Year Bank Holiday
WSCC schools terms starts
9.30am Graffham Down Trust work party
4-6pm
Burn’s Night dancing practice (see page 19)
Seaford College term starts
Thursday Club hears Sue Hill on Here’s One I
2.30pm
Made Earlier
4-6pm
Burn’s Night dancing practice (see page 19)
6.15pm East Lavington Parish Council meeting
4-6pm
Burn’s Night dancing practice (see page 19)
12.30pm Lunch Club2
7pm
Burns Night celebration (see page 19)

15 Sun
16 Mon
22 Sun
25 Wed
28 Sat

Meet at St Giles
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Seaford Coll
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall

Great Feet foot health professional: Available to Graffham Health Support Association
members only.
2
Lunch Club: Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month
at 12.30pm for 12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8 a head.
Please book by calling Sarah on 01798 867567.
3
Petworth Park and House events: Booking essential, via nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth or on
0344 249 1895.
1

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below)
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays

Daytime-early evening
8.30am–12noon
9.15–10.30am
10.15-11.30am
7-8.30pm
Daytime-early evening
10.30-11.30am
2-4pm
7pm onwards
9-10.15am
10.30-11.15am

Osteopath1
Post Office
Yoga2
Teddy Time toddler group3
Badminton 4
Osteopath1
Ease Into Exercise5
Post Office
Games Day6
Yoga2
Pilates7

Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Pavilion
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Empire Hall
Three Moles
Empire Hall
Empire Hall

Empire Hall: For booking and contact details, see Directory, inside back cover.
1
Osteopath: Bookings required. To make an appointment, for daytime or early evening,
contact Anna Shawcross on 01798 867523.
2
Yoga: Deborah Albone on 07790 867009.
3
Teddy Time: No charge. All welcome. Just come along.
4
Badminton: Contact Louisa Thomas, at louisa9000@hotmail.co.uk. All welcome.
5
Ease Into Exercise: Contact Susie Bush 07870 219956.
6
Games Day at Three Moles: Scrabble, backgammon, chess, bridge, darts, trivia etc.
7
Pilates: Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297.

December 2022

49

Graffham Parish News

M.E CONTRACTING
SUSTAINABLE LAND
MANAGEMENT
•

Creating and restoring lakes
and ponds.
• Ditching.
• Land reclamation and
repurposing.
• Installing culverts and sound
proofing bunds.
michaeleely@yahoo.co.uk
07786 161666

Graffham Parish News

With 30+ years’ experience, we are the
leading fencing and groundwork
specialists in West Sussex and Surrey.
Quality workmanship assured,
whether you need to keep children or
horses in, wildlife out or just want
security for your home.

01428 685222
slf@straightlinefencing.co.uk
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Dismantling and felling
Crown thinning and reducing
Removal of deadwood Pruning
Hedge cutting
Stump grinding
Full public liability
Certified arborist
Free estimates and advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com
07763 844422
December 2022
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Directory
Petworth Surgery
01798 342248
Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre
01730 812121
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit
01483 782334
DEFIBRILLATOR
On wall outside Empire Hall
Code is C240Z
POLICE
In emergency
999
Non-emergency 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk 101
BURST WATER MAINS
Southern Water
0800 820 999
POWER CUTS
Scottish & Southern Electric
105 or 0800 0727 282
DOCTORS

All Saints Chapel Trust
Badminton
Bees / Swarms
Wisboro’ Green B’keepers
Local beekeeper
Chichester District Council
District Councillor

Chairman Clive Rowntree
Louisa Thomas

01798 867536
louisa9000@hotmail.co.uk

Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470
Murray West
evenings 01798 867048
01243 534734
Alan Sutton
asutton@chichester.gov.uk
01798 342452
Dog Warden
Office hours
01243 534734
Emergency
01243 785339
Citizens Advice Bureau
03448 487969
East Lavington Parish Council
Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk
Clerk
Amy Harte
07889 979820
eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
Empire Hall
empirehall.org.uk
empirehall@gmail.com
Bookings
Sally Blunt bookings.empirehall@gmail.com
Promotions
Liz Nicholson
liz.empirehall@gmail.com
Treasurer Carole Sargent
01798 344790
Secretary
Fiona Mackie
empirehall@gmail.com
Empire Lunch Club
Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Foresters Arms
forestersarms-pub.co.uk
01798 867386
Graffham Archives
Robin Brind graffhamarchive@outlook.com 01798 867619
Graffham Bellringers
Reverend Vivien
01798 867199
Graffham Bowls Club
Chairman
Sheila Allen
01798 342869
Secretary
Liz Pegram
01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club
Bill Barrett
01798 867113
Graffham Down Trust
Chairman
Jim Kirke
01798 867026
Graffham Empire Movies
John Bracey
01798 867760
Graffham Garden Group
Carole Kirke
01798 867026
Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman Sarah Lydiard-Wilson
01798 867567
Membership
Tracy Rowe
01798 867020
Transport
07391 802541
Prescription collection
Ann Rowney
ann.rowney@icloud.com
Loan of equipment Karin Skanberg
07920 091014
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School Office
01798 867324
Simon Mackie
simon.mackie@graffham-pc.uk
Mike Simpson
clerk@graffham-pc.uk
Graffham Parish News
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
See also bottom of inside front cover
Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council
stgilesgraffham.org
Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner
01798 867199
hallo@stgilesgraffham.org
Churchwarden
Ginny Barrett
01798 867113
Treasurer Yvonne Churchward
07808 781510
graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com
Graffham Rec Committee
Chairman
John Bracey
01798 867760
Treasurer Bernard Bayly
01798 867042
Bookings Sec Sonya Gillespie graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com
graffhamplayground@gmx.co.uk
Graffham Tennis Club
Chairman Simon Longman
01798 867317
Membership Richard Gyles
01798 867484
Coaching
Emma Amin
01798 867063
Graffham Village Shop
Jeeva and Vasu
01798 867700
graffhamvillageshop.co.uk
Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman
Steve Dover
07770 499223
Treasurer
Ipe Jacob
Ipe.jacob@icloud.com
Secretary Henrietta Aparicio
07714 652856
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund
c/o Graffham PC Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk
Lavington Park Federation
graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk
Graffham CE Infant School
01798 867324
Duncton CE Junior School
01798 342402
Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools
01798 867324
Long Bostle Downland Soc
Gillian Brandt
01798 867276
MP Arundel & South Downs
Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk
Midhurst Petworth Observer
Nikki Jeffery
01243 534163
National Trust (Lavington Common)
01730 816638
Neighbourhood Watch
Michael Crickmay
01798 867486
Osteopath
Anna Shawcross
01798 867523
Oil Buying Syndicate
Derek Bradnum
derekbradnum@gmail.com
Petworth Food Bank
07501 921617
Pilates at Empire Hall
Nicky Capes
07990 517858
Seaford College
01798 867392
Three Moles
Ollie and Tom thethreemoles.com 01798 861303
Thursday Club
Secretary
Diane Bellis
01798 867444
West Sussex County Council
General enquiries
01243 777100
County Councillor
Tom Richardson
07463 785039
White Horse
whitehorsegraffham.com 01798 867331
Yoga at Empire Hall
Deborah Alborne
07790 867009
Graffham Nursery
Graffham Parish Council
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